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The
view from a
large temple
near our
home

BEAUTY AND DARKNESS
A Sunday full of contrasts
Robert and I (Roberta) had an interesting day

disinterested in their lives. As we watched the

of contrasts on Sunday. After Robert preached on

people offer prayers, breath in incense, and clap to

Habakkuk 3’s “feet like a deer” passage at a house

awaken the spirits, I felt a renewed desperation for

church, we decided to get some fresh air and do

people to encounter the resurrected Christ, who

some exploring. We went to two nearby lakes and

offers abundant love and everlasting life.

then stumbled across a Buddhist temple area.

Majority and Minority

Creation and Creator

The numbers got to me a little on Sunday. We

The temples themselves were mostly wooden

went to a house church with 5 other people; then

and rustic, but the surrounding area was stunning.

we saw hundreds of people at the temples. Less

There were moss-covered rocks, beautiful trees,

than 1% of Japanese people identify themselves

clear ponds, and well-kept flowerbeds. I felt such

as followers of Christ; for the vast majority, “to be

a longing for my Creator. He made it all, and it

Japanese is to be Shinto-Buddhist.”

expresses His creativity, care, and love of beauty.

Hopes and Prayers

Yet we knew that people around us were more
focused on worshiping the created rather than the
Creator.

Death and Life
A lot of Buddhist beliefs and Japanese
traditional practices are connected to appeasing
ancestors. Rather than focusing on a God who
lives and is in active pursuit of us, their focus is on

Quiz
Elementary field days are huge
Japanese Christians to reflect the Lord’s beauty,
community events in Japan.
creativity, and care. I desire for life in, through, and Which of these is not a
standard event?
with Christ to be made available to Japanese
people. I also desire for the Church, despite small A) Relay Race
B) Tug of war
numbers and seemingly small influence, to not be
C) Chicken
discouraged but continue to find strength in the
D) Sword Fighting
From this experience, I desire all the more for

Lord (Habakkuk 3:19).

the dead who are often viewed as passive and

Answer on page 2
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MEANINGFUL WORK
What Robert has been up to lately
Our longterm purpose here is to join

looking for opportunities to

Shiogama Bible Baptist Church in sharing the

connect the children, parents, and

love of Christ and to plant a new church in an

teachers with the church.

area where one does not currently exist. With

Needing Attention

this in mind, the focus of our first year is working
with the mother church and strengthening that
relationship. After two months, we are starting
to have a more defined role.

Sakuragi

One of the things in Sakuragi I
have been most struck with is how
in need some of the children are of
attention and affection. There
are several kids who will just

There is a community on the southeast side

Sakuragi Smile

come up to and lean on us.

of Tagajo called Sakuragi. This area was

They seem to be desperate for

inundated by the tsunami in March of 2011. Our

attention. At this stage I don’t

church has been intentional in trying to meet the

know how much is a result of the

spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of the

disaster and how much is from

people who live there.

dysfunctional homes in general. I just know that

impacted by the disaster. That said, we don’t

a large number of these kids are starving to be

just want to be the nice people who bring stuff

member started last year. It meets at a park

loved.

and hang out. We also don’t want to be

surrounded by apartment buildings in Sakuragi

Tsunami Game

perceived as people who will only help if they

Sakuragi Smile is an outreach a church

every Tuesday afternoon. We go out and play
with kids for a couple of hours and listen to their
stories when they want to share.
Recently we were talking to an older man
who is a leader in the community (Mr. T). Mr. T
told us how thankful he was for the work
Shiogama church has been doing in his
community. We told him how happy we were to
see children playing in the park again. At that
point, he told us he could not remember children
playing in the park like they do when we are
there. We were moved to hear the impact the
ministry was having on the community by simply
spending time with the children.
Hanazono Yochien is a preschool a few
blocks from the park where we hold Sakuragi
Smile. Our associate pastor and I are both
teaching English there during the week and

opportunities to be in the lives of people

One of the games the kids play is a form of
chase where one kid plays the role of the
tsunami and the other kids run. It starts when
the kid who is playing the role of the wave
makes a loud noise. This is followed by the kids
asking what the sound was. The kid playing the
wave will then reply by either saying it is some

are interested in our God. Please join us in
praying how to navigate these complex
tensions. We want to represent Christ well in
our interactions with our neighbors and friends
through word, sign, and deed.

Church Plant Prep
Plans for the church plant are moving

safe sound like a car, or he will say it is a

forward. We are currently praying about

tsunami at which point he chases all of the kids.

planting in a region on the east side of Sendai. I

I still can’t decide how I feel about this.

am trying to make it out there at least once a

The first time I saw it I was shocked. Then I

week to hang out and try to meet people. Pray

thought it was a way they are processing their

that God would make it clear to our team if this

experiences. Regardless, it is apparent the

is the best place to plant. Also, pray that God

tsunami is still a significant part of their lives.

would provide relationships with people in east

Christ in the Midst of This

Sendai who are interested in spiritual things.

How do we present Jesus in the midst of
this? We are grateful to have these

Thanks so much for your partnership.- R&R

PARTNER

PRAYER REQUESTS

CONTACT INFO

To partner financially:

• Friends (new friend M, who seems to be
searching and interested in faith)
• Language (particularly for Roberta to be
able to construct meaningful sentences)
• Fruit from the work of the many volunteer
teams
• Good relationships with our neighbors
• Vision for the future church plant
• Hope and encouragement for people in
tsunami-effected regions

Robert
radair@asianaccess.org
Roberta
roberta@asianaccess.org

“support a missionary” (#038207)
Or by mail: SIM USA
P.O. Box 7900
Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207
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Web: www.adairupdate.com

Answer from page 1:
D) Sorry, no swords. They do play a form of
chicken where three students carry a fourth.

www.sim.org/giveusa then click

