April 2012

ADAIR UPDATE
Good
times with
new friends

PRAYER POINTS!
A little bit on how you can pray for ministry here in Tohoku
Roberta and I (Robert) are finally settled

include English, crafts, 4 house church plants,

into our home and are ready to begin ministry

Alpha, relief work, children's ministry, etc...

here on the east side of Sendai city. We

Pray that we would be able to clearly discern

desire for our ministry to be saturated in

which opportunities to focus on as we prepare

prayer; both by us personally and by our

for the church plant.

ministry partners. Here are a few topics for

Language

which we would like you to join us in prayer.

Friends
We are new to the area and therefore

Japanese is tough. Roberta is going to
class 5 days a week and is making good
progress. I have been both encouraged by

have very few relational connections outside

how much I have retained and challenged by

of the church. Pray that God would provide

the need to close the many holes in my

relationships with Japanese people who are

language ability. Pray that both of us will

both interested in Jesus and being our friends.

continue to grow in our ability to express

Focus

ourselves in Japanese.

Long term, our ministry will be focused
on church planting (likely aimed at young

Fruit
We understand that it usually takes a

people in Sendai city). In the meantime, we

long time for people to come to faith in Japan.

are focusing on building our relationship with

That said, we desire to see many people place

the church and our Japanese partners.

their hope in Jesus as their Savior. Pray that

Shiogama Bible Baptist Church has many

even now at the beginning of our term people

interesting opportunities to serve in, and we

would become Christians and be connected

can easily fill our schedules. The ministries

into church life in Shiogama.
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Continuing Fruit!
We heard about something wonderful
on Easter morning! One of my
(Robert) friends from my previous
term decided follow Christ and be
baptized. Please pray that he
would continue to grow in his faith
and be connected to the church.

ADVENTURES IN JAPAN
Some stories from Roberta’s first month
I was trying to talk with an elderly woman

know how to say anything

who likes to garden. After a lot of false starts, I

except, “Thank you! Now...the

proudly proclaimed in Japanese, “My mother

windows...are...clean!” I think it

also has a big alligator.” Drat, I meant garden

was a good time.

(ni-wa instead of wa-ni). And so it all begins…

Language adventures
Mistakes aside, I’m grateful for language
learning opportunities. I meet with a Japanese
teacher one-on-one 3 days a week for listening,
speaking, and grammar. I also go to a cram
school for Japanese kids 2 times a week, which
is focused more on reading and writing.
Although I meet individually with the teacher for
now, I will join the other toddlers and elementary
school kids when I reach a kindergarten level (it
sounds quite humbling yet fun).
Five hours of private instruction a week
is…intense. I often feel like I’m barely keeping
up. It’s a lot of new vocabulary, new concepts,
and (frankly) new headaches. I’m approaching
about 25-30 hours of language study a week

I “talked” about grass and
lilies with our next door
neighbor lady. She agreed
to come over for tea
sometime, and I’m looking
forward to getting to know
her and other neighbors.

The view
from our
second floor
window

I’ve had a couple of young
women from the church over for
tea. Although conversation at this point is
difficult, I’m grateful for their offerings of
friendship and for their patience with me. I’m
also grateful for what I will learn from them about faith in Japan, about being in a small
minority, about what people like to do for fun in
Tagajo, and much more.

Culture adventures

between class and personal study and can

I’ve already had a few occasions to get

through these mistakes - and for the grace of
people around me.
Something I’ve been thinking about a lot
over the last month has been “respectability” in
Japanese culture. There are parts of it to be
admired for sure; yet I also recognize that it is a
significant stumbling block to the gospel. Who
needs a Savior when they’re good, hardworking,
conscientious people?
At the same time, I’m beginning to see

proudly say I recognized “mole,” “new heart,”

royally disoriented (e.g. lost). I’ve also made a

glimpses behind the facade - of loneliness and

and “word” in today’s sermon. These are baby

few shopping errors (breaded zucchini instead

weariness within the culture. I see people afraid

steps, but I’m hopeful I’ll eventually understand

of chicken, chocolate bread instead of wheat,

of failure, afraid of the future, and afraid for their

something more meaningful.

tasteless pork instead of bacon). Additionally, I

families. Young people seem to be both

Relationship adventures

have made a few mistakes regarding saying the

dissatisfied with the status quo yet trapped in it

wrong thing, smiling at the wrong time, offering

(Thoreau’s “quiet desperation” comes to mind).

Although I’m discovering that relationships
take a lot of time to even start (true story), here
are a few beginnings:
Five ladies from the church came over and
helped me clean the house (there was a lot to
clean when we first moved in). Although I didn’t

a handshake when a bow was more appropriate,
and wearing slippers in the wrong room.
While I’m sure that more language and

offers, and to know both who they are and

future, I’m also grateful for what I’m learning

Whose they are in Christ? Thanks so much for
your partnership.

PRAYER REQUESTS

To partner financially:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“support a missionary” (#038207)
Or by mail: SIM USA
P.O. Box 7900
Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207

embrace the freedom, joy, and true peace He

culture bloopers are in my near and distant

PARTNER
www.sim.org/giveusa then click

Would you join us in praying for Japanese
people to see their need for a Savior, to

Friends
Focus
Language
Fruit
Good relationships with our neighbors
Vision for the future church plant
Hope and encouragement for people in
tsunami-effected regions
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CONTACT INFO
Robert
radair@asianaccess.org
Roberta
roberta@asianaccess.org
Web: www.adairupdate.com

- R&R

