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Tagajo (where we live) is at 
about the same latitude as:
A) Gjilan, Kosovo
B) Baltimore, MD
C) Bangkok, Thailand
D) Dallas, TX

(Answer on Page 2)

ADAIR UPDATE
March 2012

LOOKS LIKE WE MADE IT!
How God provided a way for us to be in Japan

We have been writing to you for about a 
year regarding what needed to happen to get us 
to Japan.  We are happy to be writing this 
newsletter from an 8x10 foot room at Shiogama 
Church (our temporary housing), until we move 
into our home later this week.  We are thrilled to 
be here, and I (Robert) want to share with you a 
little bit about the last few steps of that journey.

In the middle of December, we moved out 
of our home in West Chicago and drove south 
with hopes of arriving in Japan by the middle of 
March.  While we really wanted to be in Japan, 
we still had to raise over half of our funds and 
were a bit apprehensive about how long it would 
take for commitments to come in. 

Then, in the last couple weeks of February, 
we had to make some decisions.  Our monthly 
commitments were approaching 100% but not 
there yet.  At the same time, we felt that it was 
time to be in Japan, and we had a reasonable 
balance in our ministry account.  With our 
current balance and commitments, the mission 

agreed that we should be fine financially for at 
least the first two years of our term.  Therefore 
the decision was made to buy tickets and to 
start making concrete plans for our move to 
northeast Japan.  

We count it a privilege to have been able to 
connect with many old friends, family, mentors, 
and new friends.  We have traveled to Tyler, 
Dallas, Houston, San Antonio, College Station, 
Beaumont, Austin, Bellefonte, Harrisburg, and 
Philadelphia, Illinois, and have really enjoyed 
swapping stories and sharing what God has laid 
on our hearts for Japan.    

So with this update we want to make one 
last financial appeal for awhile.  Currently we 
have a deficit of several hundred dollars per 
month.  We ask you to join us in praying that 
God would prompt the right number of people to 
partner with us financially and that we would 
trust God in the process.  We look forward to 
primarily relaying stories of what we see God 
doing around us in future newsletters.  

Pray for 
Northeast 

Japan
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Although we have already had a few 
moments of confusion and culture-shock, we 
can’t help but be aware that we have many 
reasons to be thankful.  It has truly been a full 
and fascinating month, and we wish to share 
some highlights with you.

Grateful for time with family
We are so thankful that we were able to 

spend quality time with both of our families 
before moving to Japan.  We lived with Robert’s 
parents for a few months, and we got to see his 
siblings and other family members the weekend 
before we left.  I (Roberta) also spent 10 
fabulous days with some of my family in PA in 
February.

Then, after packing and finishing many 
last-minute details, we loaded our Jeep and 
drove to Amarillo, TX for more time with 
family...and kept heading west until we arrived in 
San Diego.  We then hung out with my sister 
and her family, sold the car, and hopped on the 
plane!  We enjoyed the 4 travel days as a 
refreshing buffer between the busyness of tying 
up loose ends in the States and the chaos of 
setting up our lives in Japan.

Grateful for the yearly conference
With one evening to spare, we made it to 

Asian Access’s spring conference in Karuizawa, 
Japan!  It was great being able to reconnect with 
our mission family and be present for interesting 
discussions about how Japan’s history affects 
church planting and evangelism.  We also had 
great times of worship and in the Word, which 
was a sweet way to start a term!  

A highlight for me was the 
commissioning time for the 5 units 
moving to Miyagi Prefecture (the state 
most affected by the earthquake and 
tsunami).  Kids included, about 20 of us 
are relocating here over the upcoming 
weeks and months, which means lots 
of transition, goodbyes, and fresh 
beginnings.  We ask for continued 
prayer for us as a new team, for 
housing and church partnership 
details to come together for all of 
us, and that our presence would be 
a blessing to the churches and 
communities where we will live.

Grateful for our placement
We arrived at a very busy time for our 

partner church.  A recently-built volunteer center 
next to the church was dedicated our second 
day here, and it was quite the to do!  
Additionally, we spent Sunday to Monday with 
some youth from the church, who are a on a 
school break.

Robert and I are in the very beginning 
stages of getting to know our partner church.  It 
will take time for us to develop relationships and 
to build trust.  Yet we really are grateful to be 
able to join in the work that they have been 
doing in their community and learn from them.  
We are also excited for the partnership we will 
have with the associate pastor.  We already 
sense a special bond with him and his family.

As our role in the first 6 to 12 months will 
be forming a strong foundation of trust with the 
church, we ask for prayer in our interactions and 

relationships here.  As people are 
stretched thin with responding to the 

disaster, we ask for prayer for refreshment and 
shalom.  We also ask for your prayers for 
upcoming planning and wisdom regarding the 
church plant.

Grateful for a home
News just in: we have a home!  After a few 

(somewhat discouraging) days of looking, an 
ideal option was presented to us.  We have an 
open lease (which is both very rare and very 
important as we hope to move to where the 
plant will be in the future), affordable rent, no 
deposit, and a relatively large space!  This is a 
very unusual situation in Japan and a huge 
answer to prayer.  

Grateful for our senders (you!)
We count it a privilege to be able to do this 

in partnership with you.  Thanks for sending us, 
for praying for us, and for being committed to 
us.  We couldn’t do this without you - nor would 
we want to. 

WHAT?  WE’RE IN JAPAN?!!
We have much to be thankful for

Bowling 
with new 
friends

Partner
To partner financially:
www.sim.org/giveusa then click 
“support a missionary”  (#038207)
Or by mail:  SIM USA
	    P.O. Box 7900
                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207
 

Specific Prayer Points
• Settling in our home and neighborhood
• Getting to know our partner church
• Refreshment for the church leaders
• Language study options for Roberta (and 

a tutor for Robert)
• Relationships with Japanese non-

Christians in the community
• A friend of Asian Access has offered a 

matching grant for all gifts to 
missionaries through the end of May

CONTACT INFO
Robert    
radair@asianaccess.org
Roberta 
roberta@asianaccess.org 
Web: www.adairupdate.com

Answer from page 1:
B)Baltimore, MD 
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