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ADAIR UPDATE
Our home for
the last two weeks
at the SIM Campus in
Charlotte

SIMCO
Pre-field training in Charlotte, NC
Robert and I (Roberta) just got back from

favorite classmates from Wheaton (other than

two exciting weeks with 20 other pre-field

Robert!) who will be with SIM in Africa. We had

missionaries. We got to be the first A2 people

some special talks, prayer times, and walks

to participate in SIM’s “candidate

together, which really encouraged me. I also

orientation” (SIM+CO) and thoroughly enjoyed

got to meet and spend time with a candidate

the people we interacted with - both fellow pre-

from a C&MA background whose parents are

field folks and the home office staff.

missionaries. It was neat having someone

In addition to getting better acquainted

there who understood my previous missions

with our new ministry partners, we spent a bit

family. We enjoyed processing together and

of time talking through some of the logistics of

sharing our similar stories of God walking us

the partnership (more on this on page 2). There

through seasons of surrender and embrace.

were also three to four sessions a day on

A highlight for Robert and me was

topics such as multicultural teams, internet

spending time with a home office couple who

safety, financial planning, safety, transition, and

served in Japan for 10 years with another

maintaining spiritual vitality. Robert and I came

agency. Their stories and insight were

out of the sessions with helpful advice,

fascinating, and we feel really blessed to have

practical tools, and new ideas for various

people who are passionate about Japan and

aspects of life and ministry in both Japan and

understanding of ministry there in the office.

the US. Although we arrived feeling like guinea

We look forward to continuing to develop

pigs, we felt very well cared for, reached out to,

our relationship with SIM and learn what it

and encouraged the whole time.

means to be both A2 and SIM. We are thankful

I (Roberta) sensed God’s kindness to me
as I got to spend two weeks with one of my

to be connected with so many people
(including you!) who care about us and Japan.
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Catching Up
While at training in North
Carolina, we had the chance to
catch up with some colleagues of
Roberta’s from her time in Kosovo.

PARTNERSHIP
“If you want to go fast go alone, if you want to
go far go together.” -Author unknown
This quote is often used around Asian

effectively start and strengthen

Access (A2) to articulate our motivation behind

Japanese churches. Here is a

the partnerships we maintain. Partnership often

summary from the official

means more work or effort in the short term

communications from A2 that

while providing immense rewards long term. We

explains what this means.

also see this as a core value to being a follower

SIM will partner with A2 to

of Christ.

recruit and send missionaries to

The Japanese Church

Japan for the purpose of planting

We believe that God loves Japanese people
and desires to see them reconciled to himself.
We desire to see Japanese churches at a point
where they are reaching their country effectively
and can become a missionary sending country.
Coming together with Japanese churches can
be challenging, yet we also believe it is the best
way to see Japan transformed by the gospel.

You

Another
partnership
that we are
fond of

churches and extending the
transforming power of the gospel.
SIM assumes responsibility for the functions
of mobilization (recruiting missionaries), human
resources (missionary training and U.S.‐based

and look forward to learning from their

care) and financial accounting, while A2 retains

experience in the future.

responsibility for championing the vision,

So what does this mean?

managing the strategy of missionary deployment
through its vast network of Japanese churches,
and Japan‐based missionary care. Both

Our ministry is made possible by our

organizations are independent of one another

partnership with you. The image that comes to

but will collaborate for God’s work of church

mind is when Aaron and Hur supported Moses

multiplication in Japan.

so that he could do what God called him to do

How do we feel about this?

(Exodus 17:8-13). We believe that God has
called us to Japan, yet we can’t do it alone.
Your partnership is spiritually significant in the
fruitfulness of our ministry. We are happy and
honored to call you partners.

SIM
Continuing this theme of partnership, on
November

11th

Asian Access and SIM USA

Also, we have enjoyed getting to know our new
colleagues at SIM over the last couple of weeks

We are excited about the partnership. In

Regarding our interactions with ministry
partners, very little will change. The biggest
difference will be for our financial supporters.
Since SIM will be handling finances and
receipting, eventually funds will need to be sent
to SIM USA in Charlotte instead of A2 in
California. Don’t worry about the specifics yet;
we will communicate the relevant information

the short term, there is going to be some added

over the next month. For now we just want to

complexity of figuring out how to transfer the

tell you about the partnership and encourage

responsibilities SIM will be taking from Asian

you to ask us any questions that you have.

Access. At the same time we are excited that

In closing, here is one of the scriptures I

our financial need is going to be reduced by at

have been thinking about lately regarding

least $500/month as a result of our partnership.

partnership. “As for Titus, he is my partner and

More important than these changes is that

fellow worker among you; as for our brothers,

(hereafter SIM for simplicity) announced a

because of the collaboration between A2 and

they are representatives of the churches and an

strategic partnership designed to leverage the

SIM, more people and resources will be

honor to Christ (2 Corinthians 8:23).” We, too,

strengths of both organizations in order to more

mobilized towards reaching Japanese people.

believe that partnership is something that honors
Christ and marks us as his followers.

Prayer Requests
Please join us in prayer for our lives and
future ministry. Above all we ask you to
pray that we would daily grow in our
relationships with Christ and each other.
Also pray that our lives would be oriented in
a way that facilitates good preparation for
our future in Japan.

Specific Prayer Points
Support development
Roberta to finish her second language
acquisition course well
Good interactions with friends and family
over Thanksgiving in Pennsylvania
Safe travels
Logistics as we move out of our home in
West Chicago
That we would be able to depart for
Japan in early 2012
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CONTACT INFO
radair@asianaccess.org
roberta@asianaccess.org
Web: www.adairupdate.com
Partner: Our SIM.org Profile Page
A2: www.asianaccess.org
SIM: www.sim.org

