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PLANTING A 
CHURCH 

Update Letter From Robert Fletcher Adair

z  A New Look z
As you can tell, the look of this newsletter has changed a bit.  After a 
little over 3 years, my old computer has Þnally died and I have had 
to replace it.   So, along with a new computer, I have a new software 
package that should make this newsletter look a little better .

WHATÕS IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

I have several goals for this 
newsletter.  The Þrst is that it 
connects you to ministry here in 
Kyushu.  Every 
edition will 
include a 
general 
update, 
speciÞc stories, 
prayer needs, 
cultural 

insight, a Japanese lesson, a fun 
quiz, a personal update on how 
I am doing, as well as a few 

other varying features.  

Anyway, enough 
explaining, on with 
the newsletter...

Rainy Season
Every June and July is rainy 
season in Japan.  There are 
afternoon showers most days,  
and it is not uncommon for it 
to rain all day long. Its nice 
because it keeps the 
temperatur e low, but mold 
becomes a serious problem in 
many peoplesÕ homes.   In 
Japanese rainy season is 
called  tsuyu (��Í )

Prayer Requests
 お祈りください

Please spend some time praying 
for me and the cites of 
Minamata and Okuchi.  

Personal spiritual growth
Quality friendships
Language learning
Friends to become Christians
Health
Safety driving
Young people in MInamata

Opportunities for new r elationships !
! in Okuchi
Increased love for the Japanese 
people

We are



Ministry Update 
Ministry is going great.  Currently, there is a team 
of four foreigners who are here in Okuchi working 
with me.  English classes are slowly growing, and in 
the last three weeks, Þve of my English students 

have come to church for the Þrst time.  This July, 
we have had a wide variety of events ranging from 
a ballet group to a Texas cultural night.  Below is a 
brief  introduction of this yearÕs summer team.  

TEAM 
INFORMATION

DATES 
JULY 10-

AUGUST 7

SENT BY 
ALDERSGATE 

UMC

GOAL
To build 

relationships with 
Japanese young 

people and 
connect them 
with the local 

church. 

BEAU 
Beau was here for 5 
weeks during May and 
June of last year.  It has 
been great to see him 
renew relationships with 
people who he met last 
year.

CYNTHIA
Cynthia is going into 
her second year of 

school at TAMU and 
hopes to become a 
youth pastor in the 
future.   She has been 
very effective building 
relationships with 
several high-school girls 
in my English class.

BRIAN
 Brian is a recent 
graduate of TAMU.  He 
is involved with the 
children's ministry back 
home.  He has been 
doing an amazing job of 
forming new 

relationships and 
communicating with 
young people here. 

TOM
Tom has been helping 
lead the college ministry 
at Aldersgate for the last 
4 years.  He is currently 
transitioning into a new 
phase of life as a 
seminary student.  He is 
an old roommate (of 
mine) and has an 
amazing wife who let 
him come work with me 
for a month.



An 
Interview with 

Taichi
Taichi is a friend of mine who I 
have mentioned in several of 
my newsletters.  The hope is 
that this will be a candid, open 
conversation that will help you 
understand life and ministry 
here better. I interviewed him 

on 
July 19th at a donut shop in 
Minamata.  He knew I was 
interviewing him for this 
newsletter. From here on, 
everything in Þrst person is from 
his perspective. 

TELL ME A LITTLE 
ABOUT YOURSELF

My name is Taiichi Egami, (he 
jokes and says Òwho am I?Ó) I 

am studying music and English.  
I work at a butcher shop in 
Minamata.  I live with my 
family and 1 cockroach.  (He is 
a comedian)   Sometime I 
would like to go to TEXAS!!!!!

HOW DID YOU FIRST 
START SPENDING 

TIME AROUND 
CHURCH?

I wanted to study English.  A 
friend named Hiroki invited me 
to the English class 
at the church.  At 
that time, I had 
just graduated from 
high school and 
most of my friends 
had moved to 
college.  Through 
English class, I 
became friends with 
several of the church 
members and Robert.  
Therefore, I started hanging out 
around the church a lot.  It 
wasnÕt because of the church, 
but because I became friends 
with the people there. 

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK ABOUT 

RELIGION , GOD, 
AND JESUS?

I want to say I believe in God, 
but I canÕt quite explain what I 
mean.   I believe in God but I 
donÕt know who he is.  I really 
donÕt understand.

When I was in 
Catholic pre-school I 
heard about Jesus.  I 
thought Jesus was a 
historical Þgure.  
Now I donÕt know.  
I have heard 
many things 
about Jesus but I 
really donÕt 
know who he is.

IS THERE ANYTHING 
YOU WOULD LIKE T O 
COMMUNICA TE TO 

MY FRIENDS BACK IN 
AMERICA?

I want to meet everyone.  
Sometime please listen to the 
songs I have written.  

Address:
Robert Adair
Kagoshima-ken
Okuchi-shi 
Moto-machi 13-12
895-2512

Phone: (in Japan)
Home:
0995-22-3771
Cell:
090-7471-0290

Phone: (in America)
Home:
81-995-22-3771
Cell:
81-90-7471-0290

E-mail:
radair@asianaccess.org

mailto:radair@asianaccess.org
mailto:radair@asianaccess.org


Perspective on the Future
I really appreciate those of you who have contacted me about the recent shift in ministry focus here.  It 
has deÞnitely been difÞcult for me at times as the shift has gone from the church plant in Okuchi to, in 
some ways, a broader focus on evangelism towards young people in the cities of Minamata and Okuchi.  
While on the surface this looks very different (mainly in my schedule and allocation of time), I fully 
believe that the end result will still be the same: a new, vibrant, church in the city of Okuchi.

IF WE LIVE OUT THESE VALUES PEOPLE WILL COME TO KNO W JESUS
I am a big fan of the end of Acts chapter 2.  I believe it lays out a very good roadmap of how the church 
should function on a small group level.  This is my big picture goal right now in ministry; to tangibly live 
out the values in the verse with the people I am in contact with.  This is done in several ways.  We (the 
Japanese Christians I am working with and me)  spend a lot of time eating with people.  As you know, 
there is a certain intimacy that forms when you eat with someone.  We try and work scripture 
consistently into our relationships. We pray with and for our friends. My hope is that this community will 
develop to a point where it is natural to meet each otherÕs needs.  Not that this verse is a formula, but a 

community that effectively lives out the values in this passage is very attractive to people of any race or 
culture.  It is naturally outwardly, and evangelically focused.  Jesus is gloriÞed consistently through prayer, 
teaching, worship, and action.  

So my dream/call/vision for Okuchi has not changed at all.  I want to see this community transformed 
by the gospel.  I pray that God will use us to do this, hopefully in the near future.  In closing, I would love 
to hear from you.  Shoot me an e-mail with any questions about life here, or just to say hi.

ロバート

They devoted themselves to the apostlesÕ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Everyone was Þlled with awe at the many signs performed and had everything in common.  They 
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. The broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the  favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved.

Acts 2:42-47 (TNIV)

A few of us having fun with a digital camera.  Can you guess which one I am? 


