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Here I Come
Quiz

The first 2 weeks of November I
will be in Texas for the first time
in over a year and a half. There
are several reasons for this trip.
First, it has been a long time
since I have seen many of my
friends and my family. Since I
have been in Japan there have
been at least 8 weddings I
missed. My brother has gotten
engaged, my sister has a new
job, car, and lives in a new city.
A few of my friends have had
kids. Basically, there has been a
lot that has happened in the lives
of people that I really care
about, and I want to see them
and catch up.
Second, it will provide a great
opportunity to interact with all
of you who are partnering with
us in Japan as we try and plant
this church. These newsletters
allow you to see a glimpse of
what is happening in Japan. But
they do a poor job of communicating emotion and passion.

When My Pastor Called
me an Egg, What Did It
Mean?
A)

B) White on the Outside, Yellow in the
Middle
Exploring the Peace Park In Hiroshima

C) I Smelled Like an
Also, there is a limit of what I
can put in 4 pages. I am very
excited about the opportunity to
relax and talk with my ministry
partners, just to share what God
is dong through them in Japan in
a way that is much more personal than a blog or newsletter.
Finally, I am praying that several
new people will decide to partner with us both through prayer
and financially for the next few

years. It is expensive to be a full
time ministry in Japan. This is a
reality of my life and I am extremely thankful for all of you
who are partnering with our
ministry here financially.

Japanese summer vacation for
college students runs from July
through September. This year I
met a young man in Minamata
who was home for the summer.
He began coming to Okuchi
every week to attend our Sunday
service and the two of us would
hang out a few times every week.

Egg

D) Easily Broken
E) None of the Above

I am really looking forward to
this trip. Please pray that all of
my preparation will come
together and that all of my
travel will be safe.

Fruit???
We work regularly in the cities
of Minamata and Okuchi. Over
the last year we have seen several people become interested in
spiritual things. We have had
the opportunity to pray with
several of my students. This is
all very exciting, but the goal of
my time here is to see people
come to know Jesus and a new
church form in the city of Okuchi.

Hard on the outside,
soft in the middle

Inside this issue:
began to ask us to teach him
how to pray.

Early Sunday Morning

It got to the point that he and
another friend would come over
Saturday afternoon, spend the
night, and stay until Sunday
evening.
Over that time frame he began
to sincerely seek what was true.
He read a concise version of the
Bible (the equivalent of a children's Bible that summarizes
several main stories). He also

One day, while taking him home
he asked me “Can anyone become a Christian?” This provided a great opportunity to
share the gospel in full. Once,
talking over coffee I asked him
point blank what was keeping
him from becoming a Christian.
He said that he believes in Jesus
and the thing that is keeping him
from making the decision is his
parents. He is an only son, and
it is a huge step for a son in the
Buddhist culture and he is not
ready to take it. That is the main
reason I write all of this. Please
pray with me that he would
believe and that his family would
as well.
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Becoming a Better Learner through Basketball and Bad English
As many of you know I am a member
of the Okuchi City Basketball team.
Our team name is BBB (Basket Ball
Baka), which roughly translates to fool
or idiot. It is a lot of fun being on the
team, it keeps me in shape, and it has
been a great way to make contacts. I
am not a great player, but I am tall and
a decent athlete so I get by.
Completely independent of basketball,
I have been trying to become a better
learner for the last few years. I am
aware that I can have a bit of an ego
and I want to be better at taking correction. I have been praying, reading
books, and talking to friends to grow
in this area of my life.

Thank you to
everyone who is
supporting this
project both

Basketball has turned out to be one of
the best things for me in this area. We
have fairly serious practices twice a
week and are part of a league. Our
player/coach is a great guy and really
tries to help all of us become better

players. It
has been
challenging
for me
though to
receive his
coaching
well. The
main reason
is that my
Japanese
isn’t great,
and he doesn’t know a
lot of English. For
those of you
A Nice Park overlooking Kagoshima City
that speak a second
langue you know that at first it can be
Luckily this guy is a friend and I know
difficult to use subtleties or to commuhe is not trying to be harsh. It really
nicate gently.
has been teaching me to not take personal offence from being corrected,
Therefore where an English speaker
which is something I have needed to
might say “You should work on your
learn for a while.
shot” it come out “Your shot bad.”

Come See Me

Financially and
through prayer,
you really are
impacting a city
for Christ
Three of My Friends in Kagoshima

While I am in Texas, I will try and have
several nights in various places where
we can meet to talk about Japan and
what is going on in your lives.
The trip spans November 2nd through
November 14th. Here is a rough
schedule that is sure to change. If you
are interested in attending any of these
events please contact me.
(radair@asianaccess.org)

Tentative Schedule (look for updates on my blog)

November 11th-All Day-Watching
A&M BTHO Nebraska

November 3rd
Evening- in Dallas/Fort
Worth Area (location TBA)

November 12th-All Day-At Alders
gate for the main service,
College service, and a
meeting or 2.

November 4th
Evening- event at my
parents house.

November 13th-Spending time with
my family before I leave.

November 5th
Morning-Speaking at Sunday school at Marvin UMC
in Tyler.
Evening-Speaking at
Whitehouse UMC youth
group
November 6th-12th
Based out of Bryan/
College Station
November 7th-Evening-event at my
Aunt/Uncles house in
Temple
November 8th-Evening-speaking at
the Texas A&M Wesley
Foundation
November 9th-Evening-Speaking
with the missions commit
tee at Marvin in Tyler
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Hiroshima Peace Park and Caesar
missionaries had the opportunity to
spend the day in Hiroshima city. First
we visited Atomic Bomb Museum. It
was amazing to see first hand the
destruction done by one bomb. There
are a few buildings still standing and
many pictures from the days following
the attack.
Caesar (back right)
and some other Asian Access
Missionaries

In mid October Asian Access had its
fall meeting in Hiroshima. It was a
great opportunity for in-field training,
and to see missionaries from around
Japan. This year the meeting was held
in Etajima, a city near Hiroshima.

For anyone who has the opportunity I
recommend visiting the museum. It is
fairly balanced about the war, especially for a museum located in Japan.
It was very good for me to personalize
all of the damage and how people’s
lives even today are effected by the
bomb.
That evening I was able to meet up
with a friend I have made since coming
to Japan. Caesar was born in Bolivia,

Our first full day there, some of the

祈 って下
って 下 さい

Prayer requests…

•

Me:

•
•

My Hand a Month Ago

My Heath: I have been sick,
broken bones, and had an infection in the last few months
I am still trying to get moreSatisfying friendships with Japanese
guys my age.
I have a wonderful car, please
pray that I would be safe with all
of the driving I do.

Church Plant:
•
•
•

We need new contacts
Relationships would transfer
from friendships to spiritually
significant relationships
New students who are open to

the Gospel
Pray for a new leader for the
plant after I leave.

Big Picture:
•
•
•
•

We are considering starting an
Alpha Course in January
Healthy male female boundaries
Increase in monthly support
That our work here would be a
Joy for me and the team

Big Fun Class
I love my Thursday night English class.
It meets in Minamata at the mother
church. Right now if everyone shows
up we have 16 students. The ages
range from about 13 to 34. All of
them are very energetic, it is a really
fun evening for me.
The class started in May with a few
church members and a couple of contacts of mine from the community. It
is rare for us to go a week without a
visitor. The picture to the right is a
class from the end of October. Of the
13 people you can see 6 are Christians
(including my supervisor who was
visiting) and one girl is a first time
visitor.

According to
Microsoft I am
supposed to put
something here

How can you pray? Well here are a
few things

•

but his parents are
Japanese.
His heart
language is
Spanish, but
he can also
speak English, Portuguese, and
Japanese.
A dome that surOur
Churches do vived the blast in
Hiroshima
a lot of
conferences
and camps together so I have had
several opportunities to hang out with
him over the last year and a half. Even
though he is Japanese his Bolivian
upbringing makes him feel more like a
foreigner than a Japanese here.

It is currently my only consistent activity at the mother
church. Even though the
primary goal of my time here
is the church plant I want to
be a blessing and encouragement to the mother church.
There is also the fact that this
is currently my most fruitful
consistent ministry event.
Please pray for this class. It is
on Thursday nights from 8:15
to about 10:00. Pray that the
Japanese Christians in the class will
take a more aggressive role in sharing
their faith. Pray for the students to
come to know Jesus quickly.

English Students

that will make you
want to read all
the articles.
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And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose
Romans 8:28

Expectations vs. Reality

One thing that
has surprised me is the working
class Japanese. For the 6 years
before coming to Japan I was an
engineering student. Therefore
most of the Japanese and Asians
for that matter that I met were
affluent , educated and could
speak English. My summer team
experience was very similar to
this. Therefore when I came to
Japan the image in the back of
my mind was that all Japanese
were rich, educated, and bilingual. Then I arrived in Okuchi

course of events I became the leader of the
plant. I do not mind
taking the responsibility,
and believe that with
God I can do this. But
when the transition
happened it was pretty
rough on me, I am just
now getting comfortable
with the change on a
fundamental level.

The new Car

which is a rice farming town,
with few English speakers, and
few people who have been to a 4
year university. I didn’t realize
the extent I expected to be able
to communicate in English. I am
fine with that now, but it was
quite a surprise.
A second expectation was that I
would be assisting a Japanese
pastor in the church plant. It was
nobody’s fault, but through a

There are several other
things that turned out
being different than I expected
and I will happily tell you about
them later. Though things are
different than I thought they
would be I love my life. A few
weeks ago I was talking to my
mother and told her I could see
myself living here for a long time.
Her reply was a simple “I was
afraid you would say that.”
Though everything hasn’t been
what I though it would be I could
definitely do this for a while

Answer from Page 1
B) It was his way of saying I
have become more Asian in
the last year.

Pretty cool car
huh???

One of the most
difficult things
about adjusting to
life in Japan has
been the difference between my
pre-field expectations and reality.
Most of these
were expectations
I didn’t even
realize that I had
before coming.

