
[ ! ]1

Together with a short-term team 
from Georgia, we hosted a fall-
themed English event with 50+ 
kids at our neighborhood kids 
community center. It is a 2-
minute walk from our house, and 
we take the boys a few times 
every week. We are grateful for 
the relationships we are building 
with the staff and kids in our 
neighborhood.
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THE BUILDING RENOVATION TEAM 
Painting, scrubbing, sewing, and having fun

We have shared several times about an old 
property that our partner church has owned for 
several decades that is a short walk from our 
home. I (Roberta) have shared less publicly that I 
haven’t been too fond of it: the low ceilings, the 
tilted foundation, and the (rather overpowering) 
musty smell. I felt anxious about inviting people 
to it - yet with a lot of elbow grease and some 
paint, I have become quite fond of the place. It’s 
been so fun to paint and play with colors. 
Getting it ready to use has been quite a team 
effort, and I’m so thankful.


An older couple (middle picture on back) in 
the church did the majority of the work. They 
were very generous with their time and skills. He 
is a retired carpenter and fixed 2 doors that now 
shut properly as well as did several other 
projects. I primarily worked during Benji’s nap 
times whereas they put in several 8-hour days. I 
am grateful for their work, but I’m especially glad 
for the time that my friends still in process of 
meeting Jesus (in their 20s and their 40s) could 

spend with an older Christian couple. What a 
treat.


Another person who helped several times is 
a young woman in our neighborhood who is 
actively seeking what it means to be a Christian. 
We look forward to sharing more of her story 
next month. Another friend came over a few 
times and worked with her young daughter 
strapped to her back. She is increasingly active 
in the church community, yet she doesn’t seem 
quite ready for more direct spiritual 
conversations. She has been coming to our 
house with her 2 daughters a couple of times a 
month for dinner, and we hope she meets Jesus 
soon.


Two other friends from my English class 
have helped me buy paint and supplies, painted, 
and sewed. They occasionally seem to be 
seeking yet are often quite closed. These kind, 
thoughtful friends are long-term relationships 
who we hope will be a part of the future church 
community in East Shiogama.

Receiving 
prayer at the child 
blessing service
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As the building is becoming more usable, 
we are excited to be starting ministry based out 
of it, continuing the work and vision of our 
partner church. 


English class
For the last 2 Tuesdays, Robert has been 

teaching English classes in the evenings at 6, 7, 
and 8 pm. The first week, he had 13 people 
attend almost entirely by word of mouth. Two of 
the classes are for adults and are mostly new 
relationships apart from a few neighbors. One 
class is for middle and high schoolers, and 3 of 
Robert’s former students attended (one has 
become a believer in the last year). All of the 
students are from our community. 


Please pray that the classes would meet a 
felt need and help to build trust with people in 
the community. 

Christmas event
I (Roberta) was talking to a mom with 2 

young boys at the nearby kids community 
center. Most of our conversations are about the 
weather, diapers, and how to prevent our boys 
from tracking sand in our homes. I was 
surprised when she said recently, “Will you do 
anything for Christmas? When I was in high 
school, I wanted to see what Christmas was 
about and went to a church [in a nearby city]. It 
was my first and only time. It was so beautiful 
that I couldn’t keep myself from crying through 
most of the service.” 


That got us thinking that perhaps people 
might enjoy a small candlelight service. While 
we are also looking forward to inviting people to 
the big yearly outreach Christmas concert 
(usually attended by several hundred people), 

we are excited to have a more intimate time with 
carols, hot drinks and desserts, and a short 
message. We are especially excited that our 
partner pastor, who began the work here 40 or 
so years ago, will share a short message. 
Additionally, a young woman from church who 
lived in the house as a young child will play the 
piano. This will be our first worship service, and 
we hope many people from the community will 
be able to attend. Please pray that it will be a 
good experience for the people who come and 
that we will represent Christ well.


Worship gathering
We hope to start a group that will mature 

into a worship service sometime early in the new 
year. We are grateful for our 4 years of 
experience leading “robanokai” (the young adult 
small group from last term), but we want this 
group to be more inclusive. We appreciate your 
prayers for:


- A group of people to be a committed core 
who may also serve as part of the church 
planting team.


- Decisions on details: when can we meet 
that men can participate and kids will still be 
awake? (This is a real issue in Japan.)


- A name. This sounds silly, but we want it 
to be understandable for people in our 
community that we hope to invite. This is more 
than “branding” - it is communicating what 
church is in an area well below the national 
average of 1% Christian. 


Thank you for your prayers and partnership 
with Christ’s work in Japan.	 	         


	 	 	          -R, R, J & B

USING THE BUILDING 
Here’s the church (with no steeple)…open the doors and pray for people

Partner 
To partner financially:

www.simusa.org/give then click 

“support a missionary”  (#038207)

Or by mail:  SIM USA

	    P.O. Box 7900

                   Charlotte, NC 28241-7900

Memo: R&R Adair Support #038207

  

Specific Prayer Points 
• For a continued healthy pregnancy (we 

are having another boy!)

• For relationships we have through 

teaching English: Roberta’s Tuesday 
class, Robert’s kids classes, and 
Robert’s classes in our neighborhood.


• For our neighborhood friend who is 
identifying more and more as a follower 
of Christ.


• For Christmas events and outreaches.


Contact Info 
Robert    	 radair@asianaccess.org 
Roberta 	 roberta@asianaccess.org 

Address:	 Robert & Roberta Adair 
	 985-0004 
	 Miyagi-ken Shiogama-shi 
	 Fujikura 2-6-5  

Web: 	 www.adairupdate.com 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