ITOBA NEWS - Indiana Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association
Steve Heuertz photo

ITOBA

Indiana

Thoroughbred

Owners &
Breeders

Association

Perez, Murray visit Riley Hospital for
Children in support of Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month
at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino
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Story By Tammy Knox

SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – Sept. 7, 2017 – Eddie Perez and Erica Murray represented the jockey colony at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino Thursday,
Sept. 7 during the annual visit to Riley Hospital for Children in downtown
Indianapolis. The trip is conducted by the jockeys with support from The
Jockey’s Guild and Indiana Grand to bring awareness to Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month during the month of September.
Perez and Murray visited several children in various areas of Riley Hospital specializing in cancer treatments. Their first stop was on the cancer unit
floor followed by a trip to the cancer clinic that provides outpatient services.
The jockeys handed out horse racing coloring books and crayons along with
goggles to the patients. They also autographed several items for the kids and
stopped for photos along the way.
Perez, a native of Mexico, is a 27-year veteran with nearly 2,500 career wins.
He was attending his second straight visit to Riley in support of Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month. Perez is currently ranked among the top 10 jockeys at Indiana Grand and recorded four wins on the program Wednesday,
Sept. 6.
“This is something I look forward to participating in every year,” said Perez. “I really enjoy visiting the kids. And, a couple of them really like horses,
so it was nice to talk with them and tell them about our job as a jockey.”
Murray, a native of Louisiana, is new to racing. The apprentice rider began her career at the age of 17 at Fair Grounds in her home state before venturing
to the Midwest last summer. She has been very active all season with various charitable events with the jockeys and will celebrate her 20th birthday
next week.
“This is the first time that I’ve gone to Riley Hospital but I went to one other hospital visit before at another track,” said Murray. “It’s hard to keep your
emotions from showing at times. It’s very rewarding to visit with the kids.”
The annual trip to Riley Hospital for Children leads into Boots ‘N Brews Saturday, Sept. 9 at Indiana Grand that includes the official kickoff for Childhood Cancer Awareness Month at Indiana Grand. Jockeys will wear gold ribbons on their boots and pants during the entire month of September to
signify their support of kids battling cancer.
To help with the official kickoff Saturday, cancer survivor Cierra McCauley,
daughter of Marci and Michael McCauley of Elizabethtown, Ind., will be
trackside to raise funding and awareness for her “Reason to Dance” campaign in support of Riley Hospital. The McCauleys, longtime Thoroughbred
owners and breeders, contacted The Jockey’s Guild in 2014 after Cierra was
declared cancer free at the age of eight. The Jockey’s Guild showed full
support of the cause and a national movement began. Jockeys all across the
country now wear gold ribbons during September and also coordinate visits
to children’s hospitals, particularly the cancer divisions, all across the nation.
Now 12, Cierra has a deep passion for dance and has been going to different
venues all year teaching a dance she created that is linked to her involvement with the Indiana University Dance Marathon each November. Donations will be accepted during Saturday’s Boots ‘N Brews for the cause and
guests are encouraged to learn the dance from Cierra outside the winner’s
circle from 6-7 p.m.
The 15th season of Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing continues
through Friday, Oct. 27. Racing is conducted Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday at 2:05 p.m. with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 p.m. A special
Thursday program will be held the final week of action on Oct. 26 beginning
at 2:05 p.m.
About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino
holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, entertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand
features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in addition to a
one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live
Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wagering is
also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the
casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility located in Clarksville, Ind.
For more information, please visit www.IndianaGrand.com.
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