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Joyous Lady sings winning tune in
$100,000-added Richmond Stakes
at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino

Story By Tammy Knox, Photos By Linscott Photography
SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – Oct. 4, 2017 – Some of Indiana’s finest older females stepped onto the track for the 17th running of the $100,000-added
Richmond Stakes Wednesday, Oct. 4 at Indiana Grand. It came down to the
wire to determine a winner but it was Joyous lady and Jockey Tommy Pompell who took home top honors.
Starting from post six in the seven-horse lineup, Joyous Lady used just
enough early speed to track the progress of the early leader Express Run and
Jon Court. Bar Rag and Fernando De La Cruz also showed good early speed
from the outside to secure the second spot and get into stalking mode. Down
the backstretch, Court had Express Run well in hand to reserve just as much
as he could for the second half of the one and one-sixteenth mile race.
“The trip worked out pretty good today,” said Pompell. “I thought there would
be early speed from the one (Peyton’s Pass) but I looked over and she wasn’t
there. And, I thought Bar Rag would show early speed from the outside. I had
an advantage there because I have ridden her in the past. So when the five
(Express Run) went on out for the lead, I wanted to let those two hook up.”
Pompell began getting Joyous Lady prepped to close in on Express Run
around the final turn and at the top of the stretch, she had Express Run in her
sights. However, Express Run was not showing any signs of slowing down.
Pompell went to work on Joyous Lady and began to close the gap. It took
the entire length of the stretch for Joyous Lady to finally overtake Express
Run, but she was successful in accomplishing her goal in the final strides of
the race, winning by a head over Express Run. The rest of the field finished
many lengths back with Bar Rag pulling in third place. Joyous Lady stopped
the timer in 1:43.92.
“At the top of the stretch, I thought she (Joyous Lady) would roll right on
by,” said Pompell. “But he (Jon Court) made me work for it. He never gave it
to me. My horse had to work hard to get by his horse (Express Run).”
Joyous Lady, the second choice of the field, paid $5.80, $3.40 and $2.80
across the board. The win in the Richmond Stakes was her ninth career victory, all of which have been recorded at Indiana Grand. It also marked her
fourth stakes win for owners Dennis Claramunt and Randy Klopp, who also
trains. The five-year-old daughter of Kela, who was bred by Claramunt and his wife, Cynthia, boosted her career earnings to more than $450,000 for
her connections in her 26th career start.
The win with Joyous Lady caps off a successful week for Pompell, who recently earned his 2,500th career riding win. Pompell has had a stellar season
and is currently ranked third in the standings this year. The third generation jockey is also ranked among the top five on the list of all-time leading
riders at Indiana Grand.
For Klopp, the win was the 21st of the season. Klopp is also among the top 10
on the list of all-time leading trainers.
The 15th season of Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing continues through
Friday, Oct. 27. Racing is conducted Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 2:05
p.m. with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 p.m. Additional racing days will
be held Thursday, Oct. 19 and Thursday, Oct. 26 beginning at 2:05 p.m.
About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino
holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, entertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand
features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in addition to a
one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live
Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wagering is
also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the
casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility located in Clarksville, Ind.
For more information, please visit www.IndianaGrand.com.

