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STEELHEAD SEASONIS ON! 

5easonallake sturgeon releases put nearty 
6,000 fish into Michigan waters 

The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources and several partners released 
nearly 6,000 juvenile lake sturgeon into various 
public waters across the state this summer and 
fall in an effort to rehabilitate this culturally 
significant fish species. 

The table below shows which agencies 
stocked fish, how many were stocked , and the 
date and location of each stocking effort. 

Agencies 

Number 
of 

Stocked 
Fish 

Date 
Stocked 

Location 
Stocked 

I 

Michigan 
State 
University 

(Cheboygan 
County) 

Little 
Traverse 
Bay Band 
of Odawa 
Indians 

601 Sept. 7 

Burt 
Lake/Sturgeon 
River 
(Cheboygan 
County) 

Michigan 
DNR& 
Michigan 
State 
University 

740 Sept. 19 
Mullet Lake 
(Cheboygan 
County) 

Michigan 
DNR 

302 Sept. 8 
Cedar River 
(Menominee 
County) 

Michigan 
DNR, U.S. 
Fish & 
Wildlife 
Service, 

I 2 July 25 
Kalamazoo 
River (Allegan 
County) 

I 

Agencies 

Number 
of 

Stocked 
Fish 

I 

Date 
Stocked 

Location 
Stocked 

Michigan 
DNR& 
Michigan 
State 
University 

549 Aug. 19 
Black Lake 
(Cheboygan 
County) 

Michigan 
DNR& 

2,261 May 26 
Lower Black 
River 

I 



Number 

of 
 Date Location

Agencies Stocked Stocked 
Fish 

Stocked 

I Gun Lake 
Tribe 

Michigan Whitefish River 
72 Sept. 11 

(Delta County) 


Michigan 


DNR 

Ontonagon
DNR & U.S. 

River
1,261 Sept. 19 Fish & 

(Ontonagon
Wildlife 

County)
Service 

Michigan 
DNR& Tittabawassee 

Michigan 
 193 Aug . 21 River (Midland 

State 
 County) 

University 


Total Lake 
Sturgeon 5,981 

Stocked: 


~. 

~ 

Juvenile lake sturgeon were collected from the 
wild during April and May and reared in 
streamside facilities until they were large 
enough to tag. Most fish were tagged prior to 
being released into their respective rivers to 
allow future evaluations of stocked fish . 

"Many of these stocking efforts were public 
events that shined a spotlight on how important 
lake sturgeon are to Michigan ," said DNR 
Fisheries Division Chief Jim Dexter. "Our state 
has a long history with the lake sturgeon , and 
working with our partners helps us protect 
them for future generations." 

The lake sturgeon is on the Threatened 
Species list in Michigan, and these annual 
stocking efforts are critical to restoring the 
state's lake sturgeon population . It takes the 
work of many partners to secure funding and 
resources to make restoration possible . 
Partners include the DNR, the Black Lake 
chapter of Sturgeon for Tomorrow, the 
Kalamazoo River chapter of Sturgeon for 
Tomorrow, the Little River Band of Ottawa 

Indians, the Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa 
Indians, the Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish band 
of ~ottawatomi Indians , the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community, Michigan State University, 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the U.S. 
Forest Service. 

For more information about lake sturgeon, 
visit michigan.gov/sturgeon. 

Public convnent sought on new five-year 
strategic plan to guide DNR Fisheries Division 
work 

The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources' Fisheries Division has released its 
draft five-year strategic plan that will guide its 
future management activities. This draft plan 
expands on the division's 2013-2017 effort 
"Charting the Course: Fisheries Division's ' 
Framework for Managing Aquatic Resources." 
It can be found at michigan .gov/fishing . 

The draft 2018-2022 Fisheries Division 
Strategic Planbuilds upon the vision and 
relevant activities for managing Michigan 's 
fisheries that were outlined in the previous 
plan. These efforts are related to aquatic 
species , their habitats and anglers . It is 
designed to assist the division in meeting its 
long-standing responsibilities to protect, 
manage and enhance Michigan's aquatic 
resources for the benefit of current and future 
generations . 

The plan was developed through a process 
that engaged DNR fisheries staff and 
constituent group leadership. Those who 
review the draft plan are encouraged to share 
th~ir .inpu,t on strategies proposed for managing 
Michigan s aquatic resources. Feedback can 
be sent via email to DNR-FISH
SP2017@michigan.gov through Oct. 24 , 2017. 

mailto:SP2017@michigan.gov


LEARN TO FLY FISH 


The 48th Annual Michigan Trout Unlimited Fly 
Fishing School will be held 8 -10 June 2018 at 
Ranch Rudolph near Traverse City. This is the 
best buy for your money with all the instructors 
donating their time. The school offers three 
levels of instruction from basic skills through 
intermediate and advanced, and with the 
Boardman River flowing through the Ranch 
property we can provide a lot of in-stream time. 
The school starts at noon on Friday and goes 
until 9:00pm, and the school ends about 2:00pm 
on Sunday, giving you 2 Y2 days of fun and 
instruction . Included are 2 meals Friday, 3 meals 
Saturday and 2 meals Sunday, two nights 
lodging, and the school. There is also an option 
to camp at the Ranch and take the school and 
meals. If you don't have gear we have loaner 
equipment available. And, this is a free fishing 
weekend in Michigan so you don't need a 
license. You can get more info at 
www.TUFFS.org 

John Johnson BOD Member Passes 

John E. Johnson, 73, of Midland, passed away 
Friday, Sept. 29, 2017 at Mid Michigan Medical 
Center-Midland. He was born Sept. 30, 1943 in 
Brownwood, Texas. On June 28, 1969 John 
married the former Marla Dice in Midland where 
they spent 48 years together. He was a proud 
Purdue graduate. John worked as a chemical 
engineer for Dow Corning Corporation for 36 
years. He enjoyed mentoring many young 
engineers. John was an avid fly-fisherman, 
backpacker, and cross-country skier. He and his 
family enjoyed many wilderness adventures 
together. 

John is survived by his wife, Marla; daughters, 
Jennifer (Chris) Princing of Hemlock and Kathy 
(Brian) Chapman of Wadenswil, Switzerland; 
and grandchildren, Jenna, Beatrice and Claire. 

Per John's wishes, cremation has taken place 
and a private family gathering will be held. 

Memorials in John's name may be offered to 
Little Forks Conservancy of Midland. 

Scientific Fish Management Needs Your 
Action Now! 

This is a conservation Action Alert of great 
importance, please take the time to review it 
and take appropriate action. 

The Michigan DNR Natural Resources 
Commission, with authority to set fisheries 
regulations, is poised to take action on an 
increase in brook trout bag limits at their next 
meeting on November 9,2017. They have 
proposed increasing the bag limit for brook trout 
from 5 to 10 on 1,100 miles of Upper Peninsula 
streams, and requested the DNR evaluate up to 
2.5 times more miles for inclusion next year. 

Michigan TU has communicated with you about 
this issue in the past. An article describing the full 
background on it can be found in our Spring 
2017 magazine issue 
(https://tinyurl.com/MichiganTroutSpring2017) 
and other supporting information can be found 
at https://tinyurl.com/MichiganTU-resource
management. 

We need you to review this topic. and send an 
email to the NRC with your opinion about it. 

To summarize a lot of information on this topic: 

• 	 A couple Natural Resource 
Commissioners from the UP have been 
pushing for the brook trout bag limit in the 
UP to be doubled, to 10 fish per day, for 
many years now. Their premise is that it 
would increase angling on these waters. 

• 	 A DNR statewide survey of angler 
opinions on UP brook trout found that the 
vast majority of anglers either prefer the 5 
fish bag limit or oppose a 10 fish bag limit. 

• 	 The DNR experimentally listed 8 streams 
in the UP as 10 fish bag limits 5 years 
ago, and committed to study its effects. 
The results from their social and biological 
surveys of it, showed that most anglers 

https://tinyurl.com/MichiganTU-resource
https://tinyurl.com/MichiganTroutSpring2017
http:www.TUFFS.org


did not prefer this, that the experimental 
streams did not see an increase in overall 
fishing pressure, increased harvest did 
result, and the brook trout populations 
decreased compared to their paired 
control streams. 

• 	 Despite these results, the NRC last year, 
voted to have the DNR pursue including 
all Type 1 streams in the UP (the vast 
majority of them) under a 10 brook trout 
bag limit. 

• 	 Michigan TU attempted to work with the 
NRC to bring scientific sideboards to this 
and to minimize the potential negative 
impacts. Those efforts did not work, and 
currently, they have proposed listing 
1,100 miles of streams as 10 brook trout 
bag limit per day in 2018, and have urged 
the DNR to return to them in 2018 with 
more that could increase the total to 2,750 
miles. This is encompassed in a fisheries 
order up for their action next month on 
November 9 
(https:lltinyurl.com/yacg3bbg). 

• 	 The DNR created a list of criteria that 
should be used to determine if a specific 
stream should be included , these included 
things like avoiding streams: that offer 
critical thermal refuge, provide critical 
spawning or rearing habitat, that have 
known coaster brook trout streams and 
those with experimental coaster brook 
trout regulations, not listing more than 
minor portions of a watershed, keeping 
these to first or second order streams, 
and avoiding streams opposed for 
inclusion by the public. The DNR has 
been under constant pressure from 
certain members of the NRC to find 
streams to include. The result has been 
reasonable criteria applied in non
scientific manner. 

• 	 The ON R does not possess the 
information on any of the streams 
proposed , to confidently or completely 
"clear" them through all criteria. They 
have been pushed into a position of 
assuming a lack of knowledge about them 
means they fit these criteria. Other clear 
examples of this misapplication of criteria 

include: Paquin Creek (an entire 
watershed proposed), and W .Br. Huron 
River and Silver River both proposed 
despite being known coaster brook trout 
watersheds under coaster brook trout 
experimental regulations. TU members 
should know, that while the criteria sound 
good and reasonable, the specific 
streams proposed do not confidently meet 
them, and in many cases knowingly 
violate them. 

• 	 Why is this happening? In recent years, 
the authority for fisheries regulations was 
shifted from the DNR Director to the NRC, 
at the same time as they were given the 
legal mandate for scientific fish &wildlife 
management. Among the NRC are 
certain commissioners who personally 
favor this increase in brook trout bag 
limits. Prominent among them is 
Commissioner J.R. Richardson who has 
headlong advocated for this increase and 
has wielded considerable influence over 
the DNR and fellow commissioners on 
this topic thus far. But, all commissioners 
must now cast their individual votes on 
this measure, that reflect their duties for 
scientific fish and wildlife management. 

• 	 Since TU's inception we have subscribed 
to the proposition "that what's good for 
trout is good for trout fishermen and that 
managing trout for the trout rather than for 
the fisherman is fundamental to the 
solution of our trout problems." Mich igan 
TU is opposed to the fisheries order on 
this issue, up for NRC action on 
November 9, 2017. We need your help 
now.. 

What you can do: 

1. 	 Send an email with your comments and 
opinions about this issue, to the NRC and 
DNR. This can be as simple as a 
statement like "I oppose the fisheries 
order increasing brook trout bag limits in 
the UP and believe the NRC should not 
vote to approve it". Or it can be a much 
more personalized comment reflecting 
your personal opinions or concerns about 

https:lltinyurl.com/yacg3bbg


it. either overall or on specific streams 
proposed for inclusion. But, it's critically 
important now that you take the time to 
send your comment on it. Send these 
emailsto NRC@michigan.gov.This will 
be distributed to all NRC Commissioners, 
with copies to the relevant DNR staff. 

2. 	 Send this action alert to your friends or 
family who have a stake in this, but might 
not have gotten this from us. Urge them to 
take the time to send their opinion via 
email to the NRC. 

3. 	 Consider giving your in person testimony 
to the NRC at its meeting on November 9, 
2017, in Lansing (meeting agendas, 
location and time information and rules for 
testifying can be found 
at https://tinyurLcom/yd9t63gp). 

It is Michigan TU's responsibility to represent our 
members on issues such as this. Occasionally, it 
becomes necessary for trout conservationists to 
represent themselves directly. This is one of 
those times. Please take action on this important 
issue and make your own voice heard. 

Adam's Fly Print 

We have some prints of the Adam's Fly by Beth Ward 
Donahue that celebrate ru's 50th Anniv~rs~ry. Costs are 
$120.00 and ~160.00 (remarked). Contact Ross 
Rosenbrock 989-662-6533, rroscobrock@tiye.com. 
Check out our website. 

State Council www.michigantu.org 

Executive Director Bryan Burroughs 
bryanbutToughs@michiganru.org 

Aquatic Biologist - Kristin Thomas 

Chairman - Tom Quail- tquail@michigantu.org 

Vice Chairman - Greg \,{!alz 

Past Chairman Jom1 Walters · 
iwaiters@miclllgantu.org 

Secretary - lVlike Lagowski 

Treasurer - Rob Smith - rsmith@michigaotu.org 

National Council Rep Rob Smith 
rsmith@michigaotu.org 

L P. Martuch BOD Meetings 

November 7,2017 at Scientific Anglers 

LP. Martuch - Board of Directors 

Brad Befus (2018) 866-587-6747
befusb@scientificanglers.com 

Will Halphen (2018) (989-708-1749)
whalphen@gmail.com 

Harley Holsinger (2019) (989-667-0581)
harleyo@live.com - BOD 

Josh Jenkins (2018) 989-495-7151 
jenkinsj@sclentificanglers.com 

George Killat (2018) (989-835-3793)
tugeorgek@charter.net - Membership 

Thomas Monto (2019) 989-430-8327
t8monto@aol.com 

Mark Rapanos (2018) 989-20-0198 
mkrapanos@charter.net - BOD 

Ross Rosenbrock (2018) 989-662-6533 
rrosenbrock@live.com 

John VanDalen (2018) 989-631-6873 jvdfish@gmail.com 

John Winchester (2018) 989-631-0122 jgwinch@att.net 
Treasurer/Hatch Book 

Steve Wilkowski (2019) 989-495-7151 
swilkowski2000@yahoo.com - President I SIC 
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Committee Chainnen 

Bill Holler 989-284-6566 t:;vh ller@chartermi .net 
Projects/ Property 

John Van Dalen 989-631-6873 jvdtish@gmail.com - Special 
Events 

Interesting web sites 

httpJlwww.martuchtu.org/Pages/default.aspx Leon P 
Martuch Website 

hnp: llh2o.LLSgs.gov Hydrology data for all rivers in the 
US 

http:/ / vv·\\o,v.rotalflyfu hin~.com Fly Fishing Website 

\\ \ ;v.flyangletsonline.com Fly patterns, articles, and 
general information. 

http:/ / info.abrfc.noaa..goy Irfc-wfo.btml National 
\X/eather Service river forecasts 

\V\V\v.tu.org Home page Trout Unlimited. 

W\\I': '.steelheadsitc.com Steelhead information 

Disclaimer Statement: 

'111e l.eon p. ,\fartuch Chapter of Trout Unlimited (LPM T U) i" not 
rcsponsible for the contmt of the articles submitted and published in the 
1.. \ N DINC; "i 1 ~T. even though all newskttcrs. ,'lrticics. and acivcrtisements arc 
approved by the: editor onl), for relevance. Technical data i,; for informatio nal 
purposes only, No re,; ponsibility is accepted b)' the LP\fCTU for results 
obtained by pcr:iOI1S using such data. and all liability for any conse'luential 
injuries or damages is wsclaimed. Infurmation regarding specific dates and 

Federation of Flyfishers Home 

htrp: I 1\V\vw.michigantu.orgl ivlichigan Council of 
Trout Unlimited Home Page 

w\V\v.fffglc.otg Federation of Fly Fishers 

\V\VW.!ssLL.cdu Lake Superior State University. Fish cam 
at the power plant at the Soo 

\ vw.trailstotrout.com Website for trout fishing 

On Line Fishjng Log mydailyfishinglog.com 

Guide to fly fishing waters of the US 
'INIW. kyndoutdoors.com 


American Museum of Fly Fishing 

WWN.amff.com 


On AOL Look under Interest, Hobbies, and Fishing 

We will publish more sites, as they become known. If 
you know of interesting sites let me know at 
tHmon (ciJ,,'loLcom 

Membership 

Trout Unlimited has a membership program going. Our 
Chapter can greatly benefit by having you sign up a new 
member. Log onto \ 'W\\·.tu.oqr/ intro and you can ger 
aspecial introductory rate of 17.50. Be sure to enter code 250 
so our Chapter will receive credit for the membership. 11Us 
would make a great gift for your fishing buddy. 

For membership problems, contact George Killat. 

locations for e;:velltS should be verified prior to monctJI'I' or travel 
commitments. Reference to any specific comml'rcial manufacturer or 
otherwis ' , docs not con,titutc recommendation, ()r b\·"rinQ hI' the LPMCH: 
Board o f D irectors, its mcmbLTship, edito r nor the publ;sh~r. The articlcs 
published do nor necessarily rdlcct the views of the publisher, editor. or thl: 
I ,PM Chapter ofTrout UnIin1 itc:d 
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