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It's "HEX" til11e 


New science promotes trout 

recovel), 

By Chris Wood 
Some define conservation as overseeing loss. 
Loss of wetlands; loss of open space; loss of 
water quality; loss of species. Aldo Leopold 
harkened to this when he wrote in the Sand 
County Almanac that "One of the penalties of 
an ecological education is that one lives al'one 
in a world of wounds. Much of the damage 

infl icted on land is quite invisible to laymen. An 
ecologist must either harden his shell and 
make believe that the consequences of 
science are none of his business, or he must 
be the doctor who sees the marks of death in a 
community that believes itself well and does 
not want to be told otherwise." 

One of the things that Trout Unlimited does so 
well is to re-frame the question of overseeing 
loss to one of advancing recovery. Trout and 
salmon are remarkably resilient creatures . 
They have survived for millennia , and if given 
half a chance will respond to restoration . This 
fact makes a new tool developed by TU 
scientists and university, state and federal 
partners so exciting . 

Almost every western native trout, and many 
forms of Pacific salmon and steel head have 
been proposed or are listed for protection 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
historic focus of the ESA is to keep species 
from becoming extinct. Because resources are 
so limited, when recovery efforts do occur they 
often lack the data necessary to evaluate 



extinction risks and the benefits of 
management activities based on quantitative 
information. 

Thanks to a gran fro! NASA, TU scientists, 
working with universities and state and federal 
partners , developed a new method of looking 
across broad landscapes to make informed 
judgments about where extinction is likely to 
occur, and how to take concrete steps to 
improve the security of exisbng populations 
and, in some cases, enable successful 
reintroductions. 

Lahonan cutthroat trout, listed as threatened 
under the Endangered Species Act, are 
coming back to their native watersheds thanks 
state-of-the-art techniques used by TU 
scientists to map and model suitable habitat. 
The scientists aggregated 30 years worth of 
data on Lahontan cutthroat trout-a threatened 
species under the ESA-across all 211 
streams where Lahontans exist, or historica lly 
existed, into a searchable database. They then 
developed advanced modeling and mapping 
techniques to 1) evaluate extinction risks for 
Lahontans in each occupied water; 2) evaluate 
the benefits of removing non-native trout from 
these streams ; and 3) evaluate the likely 
success of reintroducing Lahontans into waters 
where they previously existed . 

Importantly, they have developed a population 
simula or that allows partners with fish and 
wildlife agencies from Nevada, Oregon and 
California , the Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to see the model results and explore 
impacts of various management actions in 
term s of how they decrease extinction risks. An 
equally broad array of partners is looking to 

use a similar recovery planning tool under 
development for Bonneville cutthroat trout and 
redband trout-two other imperiled native trout 
species. 
The scientists call the new approach 
the MJttlpl_ Populatiurl /i bl l{ netl 
MPVA. Its wonky name aside it is a game
changing innovation that will allow state and 
federal agencies and organizations such as TU 
to begin to think less about overseeing loss 
and more about recovering imperiled native 
trout species across broad landscapes. That is 
incredibly exciting and in keeping with the fact 
that conservation is not about overseeing loss. 
Conservation-the notion that we can take 
specific actions today to leave our children a 
healthier world-is the single most affirmative, 
optimistic idea that America ever gave the rest 
of the world. 
Chris Wood is the president and CEO of Trout 
Unlimited. He lives in Washington, D. c.. and 
works from TU's Arlington, Va ., headquarters. 



State partners with local communities to host 
invasive species outreach events at boat 

launches June 3O-Ju1y 8 

Gov. Snyder proclaims July 1-7 as 
Aquatic Invasive Species Awareness 
Week 

Required Actions - It's the Law in 
Michigan 

• 	 Remove aquatic plants from boats, 
boating equipment and boat trailers 
before launching or placing in the 
water. 

• 	 Drain live wells, bilges and all water 
from boats before leaving the access 
site. 

• 	 Dispose of unused bait in the trash. Do 
not release bait into the water. 

• 	 Don't transfer fish to water bodies 
other than where they were caught. 

Recommended Actions - Protect Our 
Waters 

• 	 Inspect and remove plants and mud 
from boats and trailers, and dry 
equipment before leaving the access 
area . Dispose of the material in a trash 
receptacle or otherwise away from the 
water body, if possible. 

• 	 Wash boats and trailers before leaving 
the access area, if possible, or at a 
nearby car wash or at home. 

• 	 Dry boats and equipment for at least 
five days before launching into a 
different body of water. 

• 	 Disinfect live wells and bilges with a 
bleach solution of one half-cup of bleach 
to five gallons of water. 

A short DEQ video from a past Landing 
Blitz shows how easy it is to clean, drain and 
dry boats and trailers. Additionally, several 
DEQ educational videos about invasive 
species can be viewed here. 

With recent discoveries of invasive species 
such as red swamp crayfish in at least 16 
bodies of water, and parrot feather, an invasive 
aquatic plant, in three separate ponds, the 
week takes on added importance. Many 
invasive species are easily spread by boaters 
and anglers who use their equipment in 
multiple bodies of water without properly 
cleaning it. 

The Great Lakes and Michigan 's inland waters 
annually draw millions of recreational users 
and tourists, and already are negatively 
affected by numerous aquatic invasive species. 
Preventing the further introduction of additional 
invasive species is a responsibility of everyone 
who uses these valuable fresh-water 
resources. 

Events at boat launches are contingent on 
local weather and volunteer availability. For an 
up-to-date list of events, contact Kevin Walters 
at 616-250-8637. 

AIS Awareness Week is sponsored by DEQ's 
Water Resources Division, with collaborative 
efforts from other state and federal agencies as 
well as private and nonprofit organizations. For 
more information about AIS Awareness Week, 
the AIS Landing Blitz or to view the governor's 
proclamation , visit Michigan's invasive species 
web site at www.michigan.gov/invasives . 

The DEQ is dedicated to respect for Michigan's 
citizens, stewardship of the environment, and 
support for a sustainable economy. 

Josh Jenkins - President 

Steve Wilkowski - Vice President 2018-2019 Chapter OfIicers 

Brad Befus - Secretary 

www.michigan.gov/invasives


John Winchester - Treasurer 

George Killat - Membership Secretary 

Banquet 

The Chapter's 2018 banquet netted just over 
$4,000 . Attendance has been steadily dropping 
over the last few years (66 attended in 2018) . 

The BOD is considering changes and needs 
input from our members. Some ideas 
discussed are: 1. Drop the banquet, 2, 
Change the date back to Tuesday's, 3. Have a 
summer event such as a barbeque or other 
similar event. 4. Etc. 

Think it over and if you have any ideas or 
thoughts contact a BOD Member. 

This event is our only fund raising event and 
without the income from the event we are 
unable to fund chapter and TU projects in 
Michigan. 

Adam's Fly Print 

We have some prints of the Adam's Fly by Beth 

50 thWard Donahue that celebrate TU's 

Anniversary. Costs are $120.00 and $160.00 

(remarked). Contact Ross Rosenbrock 989-662

6533, rrosenbrock@live.com. Check out our 

website . 

Lane Property Update 

This summer the Chapter is going to clear downed 

trees from the river to allow MITU & the MIDNR to 

conduct shocking to inventory the fish population 

in the Lane Property. 

A date has not been selected and when a date is 

selected we will need about 10 volunteers to assist 

on the project. 

If you are willing to help, con met Steve Wilkowski 989
495-7151 - swilkowski2000@yahoo.com or John 
Van Dalen 989-631-6873 jvdfish@gmail.com 

State Council lAIWW.michigantu.org 

Burroughs 

Aquatic Biologist - Kristin Thomas 

Chairman -Tom Quail- tquail@ truchigalltu.org 

Vice Chairman - Greg Walz 

Past Chairman John Walters 
j\V:llt rs@michig1tntu.nrg 

Secretary - Mike Lagowski 

Treasurer - Rob Smith - rsmith@nll h4,>ru1tu.org 

National Council Rep - Rob Smith 
rsmith@michlgantl.1.org 

L P. Martuch BOD Meetings 

September 4,2018 at Scientific Anglers 5:30 PM 

LP. Martuch - Board of Directors 

Brad Befus (2021) 866-587-6747
befusb@scientificanglers.com - Secretary 

Ava Befus (2021) 651-955-5549 
avafus4@icliud.com 

Will Halphen (2021) (989-708-1749)
whalphen@gmai!. com 
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Harley Holsinger (2019) (989-667-0581) 
harleyo@live.com - BOD 

Josh Jenkins (2021) 989-495-7151 
jenkinsj@scientificanglers.com - President 

George Killat (2018) (989-835-3793)
tugeorgek@charter,net - Membership 

Thomas Monto (2019) 989-430-8327

t8monto@aol .com 

Mark Rapanos (2021) 989-20-0198
markrapanos@gmail.com - BOD 

Ross Rosenbrock (2018) 989-513-7691 
rrosenbrock@live.com 

John VanDalen (2018) 989-631-6873 jvdfish@qmail.com 

John Winchester (2018) 989-631-0122 jgwinch@att.net 
Treasurer/Hatch Book 

Steve Wilkowski (2019) 989-495-7151 
swifkowski2000@yahoo.com - Vice-President / SIC 

Committee Chainnen 

Bill Holler 989-284-6566 1\, 1011er@chartcnni.ner 
Projects/ Property 

John Van Dalen 989-631-6873 j\·dftsh@gmail.com - Special 
Events 

Interesting web sites 

httpJlwww.martuchtu.org/Pages/default.aspx Leon 
P Martuch Website 

http://h20.usgs.gov Hydrology data for all rivers in 

the US 

http://www.totalflyfishing.com Fly Fishing Website 

www.flyanglersonline.com Fly patterns, articles, 

and general information. 

http://info.abrfc.noaa.gov/rfc-wfo.htmI National 

Weather Service river forecasts 

www.tu.org Home page Trout Unlimited. 

www.steelheadsite.com Steelhead information 

www.fedflyfishers.org Federation of Flyfishers 

Home Page. 

http://www.michigantu.org/ Michigan Council of 

Trout Unlimited Home Page 

www.fffglc.org Federation of Fly Fishers 

www.lssu.edu Lake Superior State University. Fish 

cam at the power plant at the 500 

www.trai lstotrout.com Website for trout fishing 

On Line Fishing Log mydailyfishinglog.com 

Guide to fly fishing waters of the US 
www.kyndoutdoors.com 

American Museum of Fly Fishing 
www.amff.com 

Anglers of the AuSable www.AuSableAnglers.org 

On AOL Look under Interest, Hobbies, and Fishing 

We will publish more sites, as they become known. 

If you know of interesting sites let me know at 

t8monto@aol.com 
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Membership 

Trout Unlimited has a membership program going. Our 

Chapter can greatly benefit by having you sign up a new 

member. Log onto www.tu .org/intro and you can get a 

Disclaimer Statement: 

The Leon P. Martuch Chapter of Trout Unlimited (LPMCTU) is not 

responsible for the content of the articles submitted and published 

in the LANDING NET, even though all newsletters, articles, and 

advertisements are approved by the editor only for relevance. 

special introductory rate of $17.50. Be sure to enter 

code 250 so our Chapter will receive credit for the 

membership. This would make a great gift for your 

fishing buddy. 

For membership problems, contact George Kill 

Technical data is for informational purposes only. No responsibility 

is accepted by the LPMCTU for results obtained by persons using 

such data, and all liability for any consequential injuries or damages 

is disclaimed. Information regarding specific dates and locations for 

events should be verified prior to monetary or travel commitments. 

Reference to any specific commercial manufacturer or otherwise, 

does not constitute recommendation, or favoring by the LPMCTU 

Board of Directors, its membership, editor nor the publisher. The 

articles published do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

publisher, editor, or the LPM Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

www.tu.org/intro

