
 

2016 Annual Report 
 

  



  



 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 
 

Letter from the Executive Director 

 

Highlights 

 

Client Stories 

 

Staff and Volunteers 

 

Financial Health 

  



 

 
Geraud Staton, Executive Director 

“The Helius Foundation strives to level the playing field for struggling 

business owners, particularly women and minority entrepreneurs.” 

 

It is the Helius Foundation’s first full year in operation and I couldn’t be more proud of the work that 
we have done in that time. We have affected people’s lives for the better, have made great 
partnerships with other organizations, and have put ourselves in a position where we can reach 
hundreds more people in the coming year! 

The Helius Foundation strives to level the playing field for struggling business owners, particularly 
women and minority entrepreneurs. Our clients are given free coaching and mentoring in the areas 
of business development, employee management, financial literacy, and networking support. This 
year we are working intimately with twenty entrepreneurs to move their “side hustle” into 
something that will support their families. You can meet a few of our clients on the following pages.  

The Helius Foundation has also held five entrepreneur workshops for the community. These 
workshops were held at Duke University’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship Initiative and at the 
newly opened ReCity space in downtown Durham. These events hosted some amazing speakers, 
including Henry McKoy, Brent Droege, and Mildred “Mama Dips” Council. Thanks to these many 
community leaders we were able to reach necessity-driven entrepreneurs, students, seasoned 
business people, and those who were at the beginnings of their entrepreneurial journey. 

And, as if we weren’t busy enough, we have made some great partnerships with local organizations, 
many of whom share a similar passion for allowing Durham citizens to become all that they can, 
despite the struggles that can often befall them. The full list can be found in our Highlights section, 
but include Bull City Forward, the Rotary Club of Durham, ReCity, the Community Empowerment 
Fund, and many others. 

This year has been uplifting, and I have been honored to assist so many amazing entrepreneurs and 
to work with so many wonderful partners. And I look forward to a 2017 that is even more 
illuminating. 
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– 

Client Story 

 

Connell, Connell’s Best 

A few years ago, he lived through a terrible accident that left him a quadriplegic 

and unable to speak. With little hope, Connell used the power of prayer to help 

rejuvenate his body, learning to speak a little at a time, while learning to use his 

limbs again. Prayer helped heal his body. It was baking that helped heal his spirit. 

Now, Helius is helping him to sell his cookies and candies so that he can spread 

hope and joy, two things that Connell believes the world could use more of. 

 



– 

Client Story 

 

Beatrice, Absolute Joy 

Beatrice is a North Carolina native and mother of four. She has worked a number 

of part-time jobs as well as serving on various advisory and executive boards. She 

has worked numerous jobs and that experience has given her the skills to start 

Absolute Joy, an event planning company in the Triangle. She has organized many 

events, and now Helius is helping her to expand her business and reach for higher 

quality clients. 

  



– 

Client Story 

 

Philip and Tyrik, Your Future 

Philip and Tyrik started Your Future an independent record label, but later 

put their focus on clothing because of the impact they could have around the 

inner city. Your Future promotes creativity and gets people thinking about 

their future. Helius is expanding their connections, and helping them to 

continue their outreach efforts, making Your Future a company known for 

giving back and positivity through their designs and volunteer work.   



Our Social Innovation Fellows 

 

  

Helius Fellow Year Major 
Beini Wang Freshman Economics/Computer Science 
Edom Tilahun Sophomore Global Health 
Esther Wang Freshman Finance and Entrepreneurship 
Holly Ren Freshman Computer Science 
Joshua France Freshman Biomedical Engineering  
Megan Dorogi Freshman Economics 
Owen Zighelboim Freshman Cultural anthropology  
Rachel Shapiro Sophomore Undecided  
Raymond Zhuang Sophomore Biology and Computer Science 
Samir Agadi Freshman Economics and Computer Science 
Sherry Huang Sophomore Public Policy, Statistics  
Sophia Aliza Jamal Senior Public Policy and Entrepreneurship 
Stephanie Mei Freshman Computer Science/Visual Arts 

Justin Rosenblum, Duke Net Impact Co-President 

Senior, Duke University 

Major: Economics 

 

Why did you become involved with the Helius Foundation? 

“To poke the Duke bubble, and combine entrepreneurship with quality community services. 

To meet and learn from thoughtful, bold local innovators, gain practical professional 

experience while transferring my past experience into something valuable for my community 

partners.” 

Adaiya Granberry, Social Innovators Fellow Team Lead 

Supporting Absolute Joy and Danse en Rouge Committee 

Sophomore, Duke University 

Major: Public Policy & Computer Science 

 

Caroline Wang, Social Innovators Fellow Team Lead 

Supporting Connell’s Bakery and Marketing Committee 

Freshman, Duke University 

Major: Economics & Math 

Our Other Amazing Helius Fellows 

 



Financial Health 
 

Financial Statement for 2016 

Income   

 3100 - Individual Contributions  $           5,541.00  

 3300 - Special Fundraising Events  

 3310 - Danse en Rouge  $           3,000.00  

 3311 - In Kind (Danse)  $           4,320.00  

 3400 - Grants  

 3401 - Duke Energy  $           4,711.66  

 3402 - Z Smith Reynolds  $         13,976.00  

 3500 - In Kind Donations  $         21,364.00  

 TOTAL INCOME  $ 52,912.66  
Expenses  
 5000 - Operating Costs  

 5100 - Personnel  

 5110 - Professional Development  $              236.00  

 5300 - Rent  $              900.00  

 5500 - Marketing Costs  

 5510 - Website  

 5511 - GoDaddy Webhosting  $              100.00  

 5512 - Mailchimp Email Campaigns  $              400.00  

 6000 - Fundraising Expenses  

 6100 - Danse en Rouge  

 6110 - Food and Beverage  $           2,500.00  

 6120 - Entertainment  $           1,000.00  

 6130 - Publicity  $              100.00  

 6140 - Printing  $                50.00  

 6150 - Decorations  

 7000 - Programs  

 7100 - Mentorship Program  

 7110 - Mentor Sessions  $         39,294.00  

 7120 - Printing  $              400.00  

 7200 - Microloan and Grant Program  $           5,000.00  

 7300 - Transform Your Life Events  

 7310 - Transform Your Life development  $           1,440.00  

 7320 - Presentation gifts  $              300.00  

 7330 - Catering  $              750.00  

 TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 52,470.00  

 Surplus  $       442.66  
 

  



 



 


