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haIND- NAL FNATF+4A = NATZ+ hE+s aPhIFF
AL N+oNED- FNFP OLIPE AL AVEAAD- 1]
FNFEA= Nped ENET PALAPE ANAF TN+ Prt
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YA B+ 194 A8 A WNADPA APTPM §1L = #dP+
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N+mNP@D NG+ +9240 9946 PilLNF AD-(CTAT
NAGPaRAry aopg® j70 AIPIPF6 N9 +LNN07% =
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ANh Hg NChF ANAEPTF  PHAMTFDF 785
ADNF  AILOM PLTPA = ANHETD-7 14
PRk UAFUAT NTPPT AP ATESD- 1 9PAN
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4.7+ AL APDrir d°378.% ARDYTF A7 N7
APLLE INC = AHY A4S AddeF @-AFPF PTILL
19 AD-6R, AUFIIR PATRLNTT 39N F i it
APIATIA L7574 =
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ATPNF DILTF JEF MALD ALIPIIL fiA1P+Pd: AT
AL ATD AA+INTP: MLHE ATPAIP Aots AZTFD7
RMND A AAP VAT AFIPULTF ATBLh LYBA= A5F
AN F TF NHY +OBELE LAtz ANF L79P
ALAPNATID WUPIF E79P ANPD- 1@~ 7 T9ALP PO+
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PAPL DLA FLh Pi9P F2h b LAA: NALLEE+YT
NHATPyt NF HALUYT AYIL+t hhdAm- TeNPFiF
ATRL THE PINLD- PAPL 2B4 F2h Ne Ad18497
APA LBmd = AdT hERTPF I APIRRLIP PHTA =
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NFch NP aP@-LPs Nt PA 1D HAATGPIF
PAGP: PDELP Lids PFiNgP LmEPA: LYTF hFch
FILGA = PED- 170 PATRLLD NID-F TAA)F 9L
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LABFFL APAR 100

RIC FOLAT 7 8L LT IIP +LEEA .. ARIFFFT
ANDIET A74FFF 94 ThAhd  AdNF  NAD-
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RELE .. Aik Ahe NPL AL 78E +him- 78 PFD-
N&CE NF APFP Pt NPT SFD" AAD- [,k s
AVEPFT ALITDI =

NANG AL Pt ATIHTPE 3LEF TFD = hAPL JL4
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ATLAAN ALy ? POOD--F PhA 3LFET ADPFPAL =
NAHY 774 Uik AATPL AAT = 3LFF NEL AL NP
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NELN AHTFY BIPLC M NPF YA.DeT+ET h1NNm-

www.formerethiopianairforce.com 52



http://www.formerethiopianairforce.com/

NAATErF BaANFA = AFPAEPPD- PALTITRFF
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FEPF TFD = WP TLEFE TPhhd PELTPPP NPT
ANLT BPFIP LIFNFA = NHYTDIP D7F ANTPL
Pt PPETP ANPTF HNLT HEBF NEEF T4 AL
PIR@ANFFDT NAEPF PO-FFPA = AATP ATEHY
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PACTFAMD- APL DB AHH PENFS PAATLIT NTBF
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ATNENL DE APL ZLA BHPFD- LYE A APHTIREID
LY AF hid im- WAL Ne AP @FLLIF NPMNL
POm-F7 APNA @797 L4.4.4 LAT LAPAN FPel:
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PNchE APC Z7ANF N1 §F@= 430995 hiFs ANh
an AP (19F LY FELEFD-T A4K5T0 AP PF
PUPFIP Ak FLWTFDF AOHAL LTINTA

————————————— e

www.formerethiopianairforce.com 55



http://www.formerethiopianairforce.com/

LETE

Ps AALF39P P Hi A5T9P A 3L N FD-9P

APC ZBA PARAP ANSTF N+ 1F ALLU PAR79PF 1PF
PAID T9AF ALFATP: A5 MNP APEPTF hA+57L00-
NeC= AHYI® 1D~ ANACPE NBL AL LHOD-F
PRDM-T7 ADLCTAT PM7#5 PHFMET ATOMIE
PRDAD-T APAPD®, ATAL @NP FELEF Of
ag) P AL NTESF PIRUNNPDT LIPDH PHIE
YNANF 3V O0PLT TATFDT PHPIF TAONFTF7F hA%E
e M AAD- NF9%55F PEOAT AAN NP AL+D-
PADIFIG AIBUFIP  NEFD PANFTY AMA  APC
SLAFNIOZ o, FF PIPIHAL -

AHG®- ANV ATBCh Y70 TBEALET NANL NTZHT
NP PITTFDF LET 1147 hIPINAFm- APF TP N4

AT BHY PLNTA: At 714PN +5 LNAA: AANL
NTE37 ANON ANATF PTRPHOFEAF F 1% A794
Nm- 480N A378 A LUk LFAL:

NAPL ZLA ZHIP AA 11 N1APP h&d PIAIt -
TFD= WHPTE N TRLA) NAPiTF PAIE hEA 244
ANhAPUPT  LLNAPA: P  FChFD-35  IMAPTFDF
AIRPDPT MELPTFD &PLT (F1m- hAT 711ZPN +5
L AGI5TE NAANLC NTLFT AN, DL T3 PHDF4/1F
h&tc P AaPLlF: hemEFh 19T $LIP 1AD- NNFD-
75+ Pl PF APET D DELT +90 NAULH
LAPATH PR IP 1UPF AOFD N+PTPMNF MLAH
He P F8T9 ALIMG.IP::

He 9P NFFD-F AdiN49P= VAT OMPF AL PFOD-
+PIND- POIt: N+PaOmF +iN+D ANP LF)
& 79+ FPONF ABFFD LHIP (D5 FFD LAEA
A7 1079 ORATFD AU IIP FHAFD LLN TDIP
AVEA IDi

At MLPN #T APNLFFD- PG A1 1@
PtmAL.+F 171938 9/9° hANFF@ hiFf +5 T AT
hAGHFD ho/? N2t Nt NACH, AFAYIC ACNEE
ADLEBT Ah @Z87 NCh N+0A #0A AP7 PEN
FIRYLFIP  PONEF  AHPD-  NTDALNTF  AhIN
NaEs7 AA9P 1t ALCNT+PF 1@-:

HAPGP FTYLT ATPhF+d TF PRN +I°ULHFFODF
DLLD ILNFD: HIPTP FIPYL+T AT TFIR 25
HAPE ME 4ANTF DL 75 W19 LYLt: FIOYL[F T
AdhF+d= 2G5 NIPIE hEd AIemsees® oL
ANGRr) 1APYE PANG UA+E QG TFIPYCHFD-7
Lok

ANTP PIL PADLE 3L5FMD- ANT NDE+: PTLA
060 19P(PF ML AL AN dPYE ADM+E 711400
aAhge JL47 ATRFF: ZLTFM- hAiNt I DE 4L
ANN N3H ANVFD-9° AN9P0T PIAF PAD- h3L5F-
L1954 AL ALN AN IF =

ARN ANN ATLELNVIP APNAR N+APTINT @ND
PANL HNT  PT AHH hiNs+ hhiesd &A+ L+
LPmm§ £A, hIPRIANT ADMD- h&TF AL NF
FDEELD £15DF 17PE Vs NTIAGFFD- LPMrts

www.formerethiopianairforce.com 56



http://www.formerethiopianairforce.com/

NHP@D- N NAPHARL FPINTFL @D +APE)m- P PT
A3+ ME LA HETF LPPirt: PF IH D Aif
77PN AHAPTF PIATANTF PAPL Z.LA N P30 i

LNHLT LED- TP NLBR APL 2LA PFAAN 1T PN
DNFDEL N9D-Mt ARV N +DELLD PAG
F& A7 7 AOACHTGD PG YLL 3 7 1956 APL 2L4
NtAAN T LPMrt =

NAPL ZBA PARBDLPm- PN dPELNFD- PAPL LA
HABF aogngp ( hag3.en 7Nd ) MNP 10 HP DEF
PHARF 2As Pilet Bicd ANd 7/ATH s = LY
PrEM&NF PN TRLA) NAP HPtE 1APNAIP hatd™
DFLLP TPNMLCT AT N1RFF NYALITF AT NP 79e
aRpPHY PARMEE NOUr NPt DNT PrPelm-
PDAFLLP LYTrF PRLA WiFFe FECTINTFPA = ABFD-
PARIND-F FPISM-39° TNPLP N1AF NP TPET
NFTEVF LLH ATLINLT® PLAD- LAPANFFPA =
FBL NTVVTD-IP 14 4 +5DF DLPD- A LD-EIP 505
PAAM 0927 F +DNFm- NAG A @-ND PTRaM PHAA
PELPTFY AL ANEATIE A 78 T+ PEPLAFPA: IHY
hed O-ND ALLE AT WIATA N34 NELE 6E7F DL
APC 2LA T9+T9P [N F LHDLA G943 P [3E NTALPE
PEF AINTF PFIPYLT TOLE TOAHLFT T I TG PF 3T
DBNFDPL  PAPANAFT Pk PI+IP AT PAPLH
4749 PARND NY724+ NiNG+ T9IMm-9° a94+a9 P
NPT PFATINA AT HAPSP T9+3 P A+ ARLINL 1D-
AP 74PN PR PN D1

Noe+  PR+TL N+ 244 PiNsF hiesd DN
NATA I FD- PORFT dPAhge N7-9P70L5 AT N
mEL T NapeN hilsNT HE+s hef FA +DLEL
OL7F ATANMTD- AAPL 2LA MPAL dPTPLP Fric-
SLa ANTEEL ( TLNid ) Ahiekd FEW +.£A4 L1181
RED NTPMFPLFD N9+ P A+ +iNTD NAPL LA
MPAL aPgeL P avH7) [} F @) PAPLI At

AHPIP 438 GaoF PUA hIATA N3A A73HA PH I+
NN Amm A&+ P NF +DEELD-T [141iMd-
15 htd,#EF aPYhd A 3.L5 NTPD-m+ NAN15D APL
o) LBEP N7 PHIF  +APLND- ALFHIP
9arFF PIATAA =

P71 PAPC SLA BIPPH 4hddd NEN NTPUE AANAL
ATPE 00 BUT A3E APC dPhAhP ht£$dp 134
AAPL TPhANP WPt LIPPH PARNAAD NP5 73]
NAING FACHAE 7EAF LFE 1= AHP dPALS
PARLPT 9P392  ABiF TOhAT NATRPL9D FL
LIPIFD- 1L

NPt PAPL ZLA AHT PiNGT7 TBEL Bicdd 477+
NAL Nt+AFPP AIMa, PO-SFD- 1L ATIP AL #7
L2EP LN Pt AT5+PFD- 1492+ htAPDM- N34
NN LMELZFPA:: ANFD-9° AAPL APhANL P73HA
Ah%dd PIMTITD-F PANAL TIC LIRS P1iA N
1 PL(F A 3L99M8. B j7ZF Pel::

EBild 47790 PhEd AAPFD LNEN REAILAN
AILI74F  PHFPA=  AAPFO-IOFAH A TLLLND-
TANF NANOU T AT Dt FR39P AL ITF O.L7F PAAS D
NPy AA 8L7% THDF MANE PITAT AT OE7F
NAM@D- PAPL SLAG POND ANLAL PTRLHN NP5
DELLF LNNP PTRA L1NLN (1A8L VTP 170 AH PO
AL $av:

AP ILPN NAPC ZLA 731 F N AL hIamTFm-5
PIDLLMT 470 NSL ATE 10 POHT 44 Adhs +
NT9A+ hENL HEF (ALl TBE ) hDFLLP LhiF P
han% AT i hPsm- 731 N+ AB+CCF NAMPAL
ANEAT POt NAGEPPF 45 ZALPTF Adhd+ PAD-7
hH§ Aaoaesan pacmy.1 7% 7H 1@

hhd 738 Paem@- (R PIRLIFT AT PPF D IPL°
hHs@m-% T30% AT NPD-NE AL F At 19F
LEENFA= ATL AL&ET M98 AP 77LPNTP %447
NTBPH AGL ALETF L4LGrt: 134 WHTD- (Lh4,F F°39P
ABIF  REAFIP U7 Wit 0L7F Eesd: NHU
TONTPF ANFD-9° NFEF NG PA TPNI5 AT+ Pl

hHY N34 NsETBIE AHH W73 PHIF +iN+0-
NPT@D Y1) +9° N PYNT Nts P14 3804 (Phm-
LADLN Mt AtDNF GTRFF ML PN APEA) WIATA A
N3A PEGEP APL FoLA] P11 (FF° N9PLPT PAR TN+
ADp NN +LL7NF 1983 £40N 474 DT N P+Pd =

Na %90+ A N34 @L dHANL FPINFL +rhi+D-
P P+7% LIPPH sh44 47 NFaPAh+ ORL /7L PO

www.formerethiopianairforce.com 57



http://www.formerethiopianairforce.com/

+ELT hNIPFF 5T N34 NENTF (FET DE FPNLP OH
LIPPH ATPhL A LANA:= ANFD-9P WFEF IL LIHt:
A%TE OLd UT PO EAdLd NELT7 L7977 E£28P
LELHFPA:

AHFPT? Amet IH NEIPPH heLrF heE 134
hahAhf FPiNEC 1194 L1180 PIPNsP OH NETF
hed P57 2As Urm- A+h++L VAT 99°+F 414
LERT NTFPD-%T UsF NELTP APL ZLA @ND
LYTrF 100 N4 AN hiid- Pt AT8151# LELIA

LY ALPR 4PN FAP A A8 INL ANFD 4L AF
PLYI1F ANA 1D A PD-4IP5 AkF 7% A98F £AD-
FENAD- #6p AAAIP=DLTYTRANFD- HEA [19PYEL
PLY T ANA UP1D- A TLT9L D2 NTPTAR 1D P+ P7AN
hTAIC Wi+ N9 L1110 NTIFD-F ANMA1P P

AP 71PN PATRA DL DLA EL4EPT AP
NtPLNT DOPF AHPD- %= WPt 7% $9°
DL DT ATPLLIPID hAAT ANd WotFPF I
hoeNz® 01 Na°M- PWL P+ AT MFLLP NAMT
D)L Psl::

MLk AP79 NAPTPnt NEGEP +iNF PA+T JLA
AGRLIPL) PARLADF WADIPRGP AA PAPS UF5,79° AET
ANTFIZ haePr N4 +P19° Uk AdeF AD-LTATTE
N2k DL H TB8E APL ML NLLD- 78 48, LLLIA
= BY NP7 N799N%E PATIAL NPT 2LAT AMTAL
nhneg aeigP APL 9948 FPm-7 LLNLNA= MY TPYA
WLtk PAFPAL APL APF7L° PUPY NEFT AD-LPTAY
FPLET ANACPE PINLDT 57 NAGPLEF LUT NAA
VA I/ AL PELHF Ut DL PEAFD- LYE/

PhNE dPhLPm- mPt A2L75 haPemA N4+ 77
ANFDG FBNFL +NiALT +hAF 20m DL LN P44
NaPYe  PADCTARY  ANLLPFT  NAtFEF  LHOD-
LAOAGA=A LT ALLSIM NMIP 14PAME U5
NI @ILLLLP +iNFD- DL ALN ANN ATPNLL
FAPA= Ay AR 711LPNTP P37 NhE+E Den, PFIH ABN
HAPEP A@-(PTAT IMAF dPLENTPADIF 1793, 4. FD-
PATNIPFP (1~ PF PHAOF ALTD +74 PP =

LY NFF NN+t PATFPSEP APL ZLA ADLCTACF
apAf@ PMATT FIH0 AT NLF ANN +ANChE PF LT

ATRE 199LL47  PHI&@m-9°  19PMNTF  AT29°AN
ALCTIPA= PATIAP FINTF PFaP+4F WAL TPYHd ATPY4
NPy PANAEPEILATY PAPTRF T Frod  ha+4
AR AP 71LPN PSLT TPNAL TFD-

AP TN LEEPT h+99F 1MFP haRmE. NPT aPYh4
AL TFM-:: PEPL W19 LA F4l APC TPLIFIP AL U
ID-:: 3L NFTID- hHA) W PHIP A3T78 +PNL jD-::
ACN NACH9P A4.%0 PFL 102 1N AL hAlFPr NN+¢C
@ ANd 9% dPAP ANA PTRA ARy F A INLIP:=
AANVFD PAPL ZLA ANAT @Pdhgepd hgP39P AL
ALH 9P

ND-LEFF3 aOINLE AL A%E ALMPAF A&
PALARF FLH A VBY AL DA0D-5el

NI?W p7204% HAPG APL SLA NALIE AR PUPY PAPC AL
FALYE THIEF AYHA *CN 00 NDEt PhIP
PaRBADL P~ THHE T B9° 3P+ NANL AF9L50T
+75+m LYFT NAGZH NABI+ PAREARLP PLPID-F
FALYF ATPF NP+Pd=: hFALIE A AATT
NFhhd apgtd 10 dP AATDPTF  N1Fhh4
180aD S FF D~ (ICHFF +Li%: 17097 hireT AAT9m-
PFARFD-GP Py PAPL FAL FE PFLLID- A FP4LD-PF
AIBAUPY NAPMLmsFD A4 % A8.L79° LmN5A:
V9P 570 +E79P AAHA hed N34 ADCTACF
A9Ark WPTLFD-7 N9PHE+ PYA“R+ NLHL ( POHL
aONAPFD-) ha,FF D AL N9 F FANAT 9935, F-
AVBFL NBELT FLAE PRhTDIMD- A FPALOD-PF
aOPET AR LITT FLL I8

NAA AImMmaq L9990 426 PAPL 2Ld h&+§ aeh33
hNcs naeArk ME Am-38 hapgn+Fm- 4+ AL
NAPL AL Pl AD-(PTA7? E£9°87F [19PN)T9F A]F
AD-LCTAR NPs Vb AL AT8AUr NTIDPFD- LY
AD-(PTAT LR NN+hhd D& i@ it ng°+Pd: Y
AAP INCPN FLPIP 1NL@D- ANALPE ADLTA?
DAL F NLUT AD-LCTAR PANF? PEALA Vs
agF AL PF TP LF+ 1L

AF 74PN APL DA NiNsNF HAPY PillFd-
TN APEFA V5 F D

www.formerethiopianairforce.com 58



http://www.formerethiopianairforce.com/

NeCr NP PrARY 1/Bissd A7 1447 NFAL
PHFD-1i:: WhdC ANB8TY ME APL ZBs htHDZNTF
11 BIPL2 AOANIP $LA) 11 FD-= PATPFE dPRL 7T
U hLP APT LI5F 1L HYTP Pt 9P ALIT
N A3LUPF AP FAPel

PATIAPL ML+ haREdRs. ¢£9° 4= hNs N4+
FITE D~ Prs@ETF T POFD-(k: “BYT ML A8 T
D76 PIRYFA LAPNARA? NTAF AMPEFD DLE
PAPAMFAF@D~ “A798Y ALN T27 AT ANLC AG-5... ANt
AGPAY NDAF INC = 2P N4 A3er UATF39P
ANEIPTm-Pm- NHF MCITF PT +PIL AL
ATNFDA B

AAD- Ph RN AHA WA FPAL AT NPT 77 N19PETP
1M PhLDF APNPATFITFT APALAT AR 7114PN N9571
FPNFD-liti: PLGEAIP

AL ®7 hhBND-Pr AflACPT TPYNA 438 FLD-
PINLD AD(PTAT h45 +aPFf DE APL T9L4.P0-
TPLN ATLE 9L TRRELLLPDF LA 1 3P
hAAP NP LBTI: PANACDT ALOTF ADTFLE
NPT DL NGAD- 1460, LYLA= ANFDFIP g1y TP
AL D FF IPITP AL 1T PETF BLECNNT hAD(PTAR
L4 PEIIMIP BUFF PARLAN NTBTF 77 hfgP
ABFENT INC = Af 74PN LB PAPL ZL4
KT I FFD- LY D PIRLNHA  PAHEOTF AIPE
ANt Pel: AL AF NPT HB TP A 7€ ECD- hi)FFO-
LAP 4PL DLAT ANAMD BLOEA: NOASTF PhHLDF
PHFD ANLD-F NPs SAPD- P14 PAPL 2LA PAMA
NAtPFEITR ) AP ANAFF U+ PIPDLD- HAPG
NDBLADMD- DFLTYPrF jD- LA

AP TP FLNTFD-3 £,2L5 (P1m- NAN& AT TPNITFF
h& PA 1D~ = LTIP O£TB5 MTIP AFAPFAFPA B

--------------------- e

www.formerethiopianairforce.com

59



http://www.formerethiopianairforce.com/

From J/Tech's Dossier

Sports in Former Ethiopian Air Force

(part-1)

J/Tech Assefa Abebe is an advocate of our children
who don't read and write in Amharic. That is why he

chooses to write his articles in English. He wants our
children read and understand the history of
Ethiopian Air Force. In this article he takes us back to
one of the stories of Air Force soccer team known as
"NEB"

A _story from Soccer game in the Imperial
Ethiopian Air Force history(1962-1972)

The Ethiopian Air Force Soccer team known as NEB
was made up of the following players. Those were
the trail blazers who elevated the game of soccer
and led the team into the final championship match
against the most experienced and popular St George
team that we all grew up idolizing.

1. Lt Zeleke ( Army Aviation), 2. M/Tech. Feleke
Habte, 3. M/Tech. Denbu W/ Senbet, 4. M/Tech.
Ejigu Zenebe, 5. M/Tech. Tekola Astatke, 6.
M/Tech. Demissie Mekonnen 7. M/Tech.
Wondimu Demissie, 8. M/Tech. Michael G/Tatios,
9. M/Tech. Wondimu Ayele, 10. M/Tech. Engida
Malde, 11. M/Tech. Beyene Berhe, 12. M/Tech
Gebrehiwot Zemikael, and 13. Ato Kiros ( civilian
employee)

Here it is worth to remember that M/Tech. Engida
Malde, although he was part of the Air Force team's
roster, on this occasion he did not play the game
instead he sat out. As he told me, a few days ago, he
Just returned from the United States of America,
after completing the training he was sent to study
and that did not give him ample time to practice
with the team. The Early 1960's was a time when the
young energetic, fast running, and hard striking Air
Force soccer team known as NEB for the first time in
the history of soccer game had become a force to be
reckoned with against the St. George team. Everyone
knew that St George soccer team was a well
established, well experienced, and highly formidable
team whose name was synonymous with soccer
dynasty, and highly liked by most Ethiopians
because of its popularity in winning numerous
games.

The day they played against the NEB team, like any
other winning and popular team elsewhere the St.
George team entered the stadium with arrogance
and impatience looking down on the NEB team as a
new kid on the block ready to be taught a
lesson that they would never forget for years to
come. They thought playing the fast running and
hard striking Air Force team, was going to be a cake
walk for them. Unfortunately the new kids on the
block were not strangers to the block, when it came
to playing the game of soccer. Instead the NEB team
arrived on the block as a new sheriff in town ready
and prepared to enforce the law by any means, even
if it had to come to chasing out the trouble makers
out of the block.
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It was a highly anticipated and highly talked about
soccer match of the decade. The people of Debre
Zeit and the whole members of the Air Force
personnel went to the stadjum to root for the NEB
team. The stadium was filled to its capacity and the
supporters of St George team out numbered the
supporters of the NEB team. The spectators were
chanting and whistling to encourage their own team
members. After high dignitaries and government
officials had arrived and took their seats, the players
lined up and took their positions to start the show
down that was considered to be the biggest game of
the decade between the two titans.

The referee blew the whistle and the game started.
The St. George team although known for its winning
streaks in the past this timethey couldn't
because the NEB team's defence was impregnable,
the attack was lethal, and the goal keeper was
phenomenal and leaping like a projectile not
allowing any thing to pass through his fingers.

The NEB team armed with such a high quality of
defence and attack agility had managed to score the
first goal and led 1-0. Such a quick lead in score had
helped to quiet down the ear deafening noise made
by St George supporters, and at the same time
it energized its own supporters. The St. George team
tried everything they could to break the impasse
but they couldn't overcome the psychological fear
they were going through. As the game continued
with the other side still not able to score no matter
how hard they tried the NEB team again scored the

second goal and led 2-0. The second goal decimated
their egos and sent a shock wave of fear, and anxiety
down the spine of St. George's team.

The tide seemed to have turned against the St
George team. The Air Force team who came on the
block as a new sheriff in town had certainly proved
who they werein accomplishing their mission
impossible game with finesse, against the more
experienced, talented , and well liked St
.George team.

The NEB team accomplished what other team was
unable to do. They simply shattered the 71960's
long standing myth of St. George's team of
invincibility by trouncing them 2 to 0. Thus St
George which was synonymous with soccer dynasty
for many years with its winning streak seemed to
have come to a screeching halt

The fast and powerful Air Force's NEB team became
a force to be reckoned with, for the remaining
minutes of playing time left on the clock. The clock
was ticking down and the game became an upward
hill battle for St. George team.They started feeling
butterflies in their stomach and ran out of
steam.They were caught between a rock and deep
blue sea. Thus their era of superiority in playing and
winning soccer game was about to eclipse their
hopes, and crumble into pieces like a building hit
with explosive dynamites by the arrival of a new kid
(NEB ) on the block.

St. George team had something up in their sleeve,
being a seasoned team comprised of many talented
individuals recruited from all walks of life, might try
to pull their dirty tricks with the help of the
referee to change the game's dynamics to upset the
NEB team.

At one instance one of St .George's players was
tackled outside of the penalty encroachment arc,
and purposely jumped inside into the penalty zone
and started rolling over several times holding his leg
up to make it look like he was hit inside the penalty
zone. This type of foul opened up a perfect door of
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opportunity for the referee who was also an ardent
supporter of the St George team. Instead of
allowing a penalty kick from outside of the
encroachment arc, he gave them a free penalty kick
from the penalty mark.

Now St. George scored their first goal with the help
of the referee and now trailing 7- 2. Such a broad
day light favoritism was a vindication by the NEB
team to suspect that the referee was against them all
the way from the beginning until then. Such lack of
impartiality towards them did not sit well with the Air
Force team. Having
referee’s biased attitude towards them, they tried
their very best to avoid any minor contacts. As usual
one of the star players of St. George team pulled his
second dirty trick and the referee gave them another
free penalty kick out of the blue.

realized the

Now the score is tied 2-2, and this time temper
flared up among Air Force players. The St. George
team and the referee were deliberately working hand
in glove and continued to mess around with the nest
of the honey bee.

The collusion between the referee’'s hands off
approach when it came ftothe rough playing
techniques of St. George team, provoked the bees to
come out of its bee hive and started stinging the
referee and the players of the St George team one
after another. The first bee sting landed on the chin
of the referee by none other than My/tech. Feleke
Habte, who knocked him down cold to the ground.
The fight broke out and the bees continued stinging
them with head butts, punches, and kicks that turned
the court into into a mini- battle field.

The referee was carried out of the field and the
game stopped in a tie without a winner.

One thing the readers have to understand is most
of the officials who were running the Ethiopian
Foot Ball Federation at that time were ones
former players of the St George team, and
understandable what the ramification of
the result of this game would look like.

After few days of deliberation as expected the foot
ball federation having carefully analyzed its post
mortem evaluation of the game they were absolutely
convinced that the St George team couldn't win
against the fast and powerful NEB team even if a
rematch was scheduled. Therefore they scrapped out
the rematch and used every incident that took place
in the game to their disposal to preserve the
reputation of the St. George's team and declared
them the winner of the game by forfeit Surprises!!!
( a kangaroo-court verdict.)

Made With

VivaVideo

However a heavy penalty was also imposed on the
Air Force team. M/tech. Feleke Habte who knocked
down the referee was suspended for life not to ever
play soccer game again. Adding insult to injury
because of the altercation between the two teams
the federation also passed a rule to protect its own
darling team ( St George) from future defeats ,
injuries, and humiliation in the hands of the Air Force
team kicked the NEB team out of the federation for
ever once and for all. This means the Air Force team
would never play against any civilian teams in the
future again.

The travesty of justice imposed to severely penalize
the fast running, hard striking, and impregnable
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defense of the NEB team to be robbed of their
talents at this crucial young age was a testament
that the few officials who sat at the helm of the foot
ball federation were biased, and lacking ethical and
moral obligations to see beyond the tjps of their
nose. Those young players would some day could
have become the star players representing the
Ethiopian national team. Unfortunately their wings
were clipped off by a scandalous, and corrupt
referee and foot ball federation officials at this
young tender age so they couldn't sore high to the
top of the mountain where they would have aimed
to reach.

Therefore the lack of impartiality by the referees and
the propensity of officials to side only with a certain
team would be a recipe for the decline of soccer
games, and a disaster to other sports activities in
Ethiopia for many years to come. Over the years
most of the early 1960's NEB team was replaced by
the following players. Unfortunately their group
picture is not available, except for few of them.

1. Mytech. Girmaye Teferi (Aba-
habesh), 2. M/tech. Yirgu G/ Selassie, 3. M/tech.
Belay W/Gabriel, 4. M/tech. Esayas Negatu, 5.
My/tech. Endale Tolessa, 6. M/tech. Kassa
Tessema, 7. S/Acmn Eshetu Alemu, 8. M/tech.
Eshetu  G/Mariam, 9. My/tech. Desalegn
G/Selassie, 10. M/tech. Petros Haile, 11. M/tech.
Hagos Desta, 12. M/tech. Afework Bekele 13.
Mytech. Alemayehu Ourgie.

Note: Everyone here is addressed with the last
military rank they have attained while serving in
the Air Force.
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DREAMS

“ Some people follow their dreams, while others wake up and make them a reality.”
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