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From the Editor’s Desk  

 

 The Western Environment Centre has been abuzz with activi-

ty this summer!  The community garden near the Blow Me Down 

Ski Trails is in full swing and the fall harvest shows great promise.  

At the CU Expo held at the Grenfell Campus (MUN) in June,  WEC 

showcased this exciting project and the partnerships involved. 

 

 You’ll find a great deal of material in this issue on the pro-

posed fracking operations on the west coast of Newfoundland.  

WEC has been working with a number of partners on the issue and 

has prepared a statement on fracking, which you will find enclosed.  

Be sure to read about what other groups have been doing, as well as 

the review of Tom Wilber’s balanced and well-researched book.   

  

 Fracking not only could have a negative impact on communi-

ties but also on the much more monumental problem of fighting 

climate change.  The projected fracking operations for oil and gas in 

North America and around the world are truly enormous.  Yet in-

formation recently obtained from the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change has cited a 95% degree of certitude that the climate 

is changing due to human activity.  The main cause is the burning of 

fossil fuels.  This will only be made worse by fracking for oil and 

gas, even fracking for natural gas.  Fracking operations come with a 

substantial carbon footprint: the burning of excess methane gas, the 

heavy truck traffic needed to service the fracking wells, the heavy 

machinery to do the drilling and fracking itself, the processing and 

transporting of the gas and oil extracted, and the burning of the fos-

sil fuels themselves.  We need a new vision for a more sustainable 

future. 

  

 Also described in this issue are the many opportunities for 

citizen action and engagement: from following sound sustainability 

while camping, to becoming engaged in the upcoming municipal 

elections, to learning more about fracking and making your opin-

ions known.  Every voice matters; every citizen matters.  Citizen ac-

tion can create critical mass.  Consider the last words in David 

Mitchell’s book Cloud Atlas: in reaction to a retort that a citizen’s in-

put is merely like an insignificant drop in the ocean, the budding 

slave trade abolitionist notes, “but what is an ocean but a multitude 

of drops?” 

  

         Edwin Bezzina 
 

Contact info   

(w) www.wecnl.ca   

(e) info@wecnl.ca    

(p) (709) 639-0937 

 

86 West Street, Suite 6, Corner 

Brook, Newfoundland 

A2H 2Z3 

We’re on Facebook! 

 

You can find us by searching 

“Western Environment Centre” 

 

We’re also on Twitter 

 

(www.twitter.com/wecnl) 

 

  

  

  

  

WEC welcomes comments 

and questions! 

Feel free to write to the editori-

al board (outreach@wecnl.ca) 

or the Board of Directors 

(info@wecnl.ca).   

We’d love to hear 

from you. 

Background photo on cover page: Gros Morne National 

Park, overlooking the Discovery Center and Bonne Bay 

(photo E. Bezzina); the other photos on the cover are  

found in the  following pages 
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WEC’s Mandate 

 

The Western Environment Centre (WEC) is a charitable, non-profit, non-governmental organization that is 

based in Corner Brook and services all of Western Newfoundland.  Specifically, the organization strives to: 

 

• engage communities in environmental issues in a balanced, objective, and informed manner 

 

• work with community partners, businesses, and government agencies to build capacity and involvement 

 in projects related to environmental action and sustainability 

 

• create a community of environmentally pro-active citizens 

 

 

WEC activities can be subdivided into the following areas: 

 

• Long-term projects with dedicated funding from outside sources (e.g. the community garden established  

at the Blow-Me-Down Ski Park) 

 

• Specific environmental events (e.g. Earth Day, Green Drinks, Earth Hour) 

 

• Working committees 

 

• Detailed responses to inquiries about local and regional issues of environmental concern 

Newsletter committee 

Edwin Bezzina     

Danielle Fequet  

Laura Simms       

 

Board of Directors 

Simon Jansen<<..Chair    Glen Keeling 

Rosie Myers<<<Vice-Chair   Laura Simms 

Danielle Fequet<..Treasurer    Brittany Taylor 

Rebecca Shea<..Secretary    Stephan Walke 

Edwin Bezzina      Ron Zawaski   

           

 

The WEC newsletter has 

a new look! 

 A big thank-you to 

the newsletter committee 

and especially to Zack 

Moores for their excellent 

work on this. 

 



 5 3 

Welcome to our new Board Members! 

 

Rebecca Shea 

 Becky originally became involved with the Western Environment Cen-

tre as a community gardener and member of WEC’s Community Garden 

Committee.   In June 2013, Becky joined the WEC Board of Directors with 

particular interest in food security and protection of the marine environ-

ment.   

 Becky holds a BSc degree in wildlife management from Humboldt 

State University in Arcata, California and has been freelancing as a marine 

mammal biologist, primarily in Alaska, for the past seven years. 

 

Brittany Taylor 

Brittany first became involved with WEC through the effort to revi-

talize the West Coast Farmers’ Market in late 2012.  Shortly afterwards, she 

joined the Board of Directors in hopes of becoming even more involved. 

  

Brittany is originally from PEI, but moved to Ontario when she was 

eleven.  She moved back to eastern Canada to take a position with Go 

Western Newfoundland, where she is in charge of online marketing, 

among other things.  Brittany hopes to use her experience to enhance 

WEC’s online presence through its website and social media channels. 

  

Brittany holds a BSc in Zoology from the University of Guelph and 

also has completed the Tourism Management diploma program at Humber College in Toronto. 

How to become a WEC member      

(and how to encourage friends to become members): 

 

Please fill out the membership form on the back page and then send it by post to our surface ad-

dress or by scanned copy to our e-mail address (info@wecnl.ca).  Becoming a member is a fabulous first 

step to becoming environmentally involved in your local community! 

 

Photos courtesy Becky Shea, Brittany  Taylor 
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 WEC’s Annual General Meeting took place on Tuesday, June 4th, an event that was open to every-

one.  With a good dose of conviviality and lots of treats, the Directors provided a “year in review” for many 

different projects, initiatives, and endeavours.  This was followed by nominations and voting for the 2013 

Board of Directors.  Thanks are especially extended to the 

Glynmill Inn for hosting the event. 

 

 WEC thanked Board Member Ian Hutchings, now 

based on the east coast of Newfoundland, for his hard work 

and dedication.  We were also pleased to welcome a num-

ber of new Directors: Becky Shea and Brittany Taylor. 

Come join us at Green Drinks in Corner Brook! 

   The concept of Green Drinks emerged as a way for environ-

mentally-minded people from a multitude of backgrounds to 

mingle, network, and connect over a few drinks. Since its in-

ception in 1989 by a group of friends in London, UK, Green 

Drinks has gathered momentum and now boasts over 800 

chapters worldwide. These informal gatherings are agen-

da-free and offer a congenial social atmosphere.  

These Green Drinks events draw a diverse crowd eager to 

share insights, debate, and meet new people.  Future 

Green Drinks will be held on the first Thursday of every 

month at King Henry’s Pub in the Glynmill Inn‒‒so mark 

your calendar!  Upcoming Green Drinks in 2013 will be 

take place on September 5th and October 3rd (7:00-

9:30p.m.) and all are welcome to attend.    

For further information visit: www.greendrinks.org/

cornerbrook  logo design by Laura Simms and Daniel Payne; photo E. Bezzina 

Helping WEC as you recycle 

 Here is a creative way to donate to WEC financially.  WEC has an account at 

Scotia Recycling on 55 Maple Valley Rd (709-634-2025).  When dropping off your 

recyclables, donate by telling the people at the desk that you wish to give the pro-

ceeds to the Western Environment Centre.  Visit the Scotia Recycling website: 

http://scotiarecyclinggroup.com/services-by-location.  For information on recycling on Corner Brook, visit 

http://www.cornerbrook.com/default.asp?mn=1.24.100 or phone their recycling line at (709) 637-1630. 

Photos courtesy Becky Shea, Brittany  Taylor 
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An Exciting Summer for the Community Garden! 

  

 The fourth season for the Blow Me Down Community Garden is now in full swing.  

Thirty-one out of thirty-five plots have been rented this year, with many new gardeners 

getting plots this season and learning the ropes of growing their own food. 

  

 We have an active garden committee of seven people.  Already this past spring we 

have hosted a gardening workshop with naturalists Michael Burzynski and Anne Marceau from Rocky Har-

bour; also, we organized three garden get-togethers for general clean-up and garden preparation.  

  

 We have installed our new garden signs and have put the greenhouse back together.  Many gardeners are 

now seeing some of the fruits of their horticultural labour, as lettuce, spinach, 

peas, and garlic scapes are now being enjoyed.  Many other vegetables have 

been developing nicely with all the warm weather we have had this past July.  

It looks like the harvest will be abundant this fall! 

 

We also recently have been awarded two small grants for a total of $7,000 from the provincial Depart-

ment of Health and Community Services and the Toronto Dominion Friends of Environment program to devel-

op our community greenhouse.  We are starting work on this project now which will continue into the fall. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will build shelving in the greenhouse, organize a greenhouse gardening 

workshop and begin plans for a community-wide event to bring the public up to our garden to view all the 

great things happening there.  We hope to see you there! 

                Katie Temple 

Tips for Camping Sustainably 
 

Camping is a great way to unwind and re-connect with nature. When heading out for a night under the 

stars it is our responsibility to make an effort to minimize our footprint on the landscape.  Here are some ideas 

to consider when planning your next camping trip: 
 

1. When visiting parks, camp only in designated areas.  If camping on other public lands carefully select your 

campsite to avoid causing negative impacts to the area. 
 

2. Although it might seem like fun to do, you should never feed wildlife while camping.  Wild food is the 

healthiest option for wild animals.  To avoid “accidentally” feeding wildlife, properly store your food in se-

cure containers. 
 

3. When the risk of forest fire is high, take extra precautions; have only a small well-contained campfire with 

plenty of water on hand to put it out (or avoid having a campfire altogether). 
 

4. Always refrain from putting soap or other substances directly in a stream or other body of water.  Even those 

substances that are biodegradable can be harmful to aquatic life. 
 

5. When packing up your campsite, take a thorough look around to ensure that you are not leaving behind any 

garbage.  Pack up everything you brought with you. 

 

    Danielle Fequet 
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WEC and the CU EXPO 
 

The Western Environment Centre’s Community Garden served as one of the 

site visits during the Community University Expo (an international conference that focuses 

on best practices in community-university partnerships and initiatives, held at the Grenfell 

Campus, MUN, June 12th-15th, 2013).  The Community Garden near the Blow-Me-Down Ski 

Trails is a prime example of community collaboration.  About thirty participants of the CU 

Expo visited the garden. 
 

The tour took visitors from the early planning stages of the garden all 

the way to the current development of the greenhouse project.  A strong 

focus during the presentation was on lessons learned, challenges en-

countered, and obstacles overcome.  Examples of communi-

ty collaboration included land-clearing provided by the City, soil 

tests conducted by the Division of Forestry and Agrifoods, funding provided 

by the Department of Health and Community Services as well as the College 

of the North Atlantic and TD Friends of the Environment, top soil donated by a 

construction project at Corner Brook Tire, wood shredding done by Asplundh 

Tree Services, research provided by Memorial University ... and much more.   
 

When faced with the question of the single most important element to 

a successful community project, the answer is quite simple: volunteers! The 

number of volunteer hours far outweighs the number of paid staff and it’s the 

passion and involvement of the gardeners that makes or breaks a project 

like this.  Understanding and appreciating this fact and fostering those 

relationships need to be the focus of any community project. 
 

Simon Jansen 

 

 

 

 

Jamie-Lee Cormier tends to her plot at the 

community garden. 

Municipal elections are right around the corner! 
 

 General municipal elections will be held across the province on Tuesday, September 24th.  In Corner 

Brook, for example, voters will be choosing a Mayor and six City Councillors.  This is your big chance to exer-

cise your democratic rights to make an impact on your community.  Above all, WEC encourages its members 

to consider electing officials that would be good environmental stewards.  Ask the nominated candidates 

pointed questions about their views on environmental topics that are relevant to your province and your city.  

WEC will be doing the same.  Above all, come to the public forum on September 17th and 18th 7:00-9:00p.m. in 

the Grenfell Campus atrium (organized by WEC and the Grenfell Campus Studio Union).  Questions must be 

submitted by Friday, September 13th at 4:00p.m. (info@wecnl.ca; 639-0937). 
  

 This is a great opportunity to bring about real change!  Your vote matters, 

because sometimes in elections the race can come down to a few votes that de-

cide who the winning candidate will be.  As David Suzuki writes, 

“Governments play an essential role in our lives and are critical to achieving a 

sustainable future.  Voting is a simple act that can have huge positive or nega-

tive environmental consequences” (David Suzuki and David R. Boyd, David Suzuki’s Green Guide 

*Vancouver: Greystone Books, 2008+, p. 114).  For information on the upcoming election in 

Corner Brook, see the City of Corner Brook website: http://www.cornerbrook.com/
Photo E. Bezzina 

Photo courtesy Jamie-Lee Cormier 

http://www.cornerbrook.com/default.asp?mn=1.23.117.415
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Updates and Articles on Fracking 

WEC’s Position Statement on Fracking  
 

 Based on a wide reading of scientific studies, a sub-committee of the WEC Board of Directors prepared the fol-

lowing statement on the proposed fracking operations on the west coast of Newfoundland. 
 

 The Western Environment Centre (WEC) is a community-based non-profit organization in western 

Newfoundland composed of citizens who are interested in raising awareness about environmental issues 

and promoting sustainable development initiatives. As such, we have researched issues surrounding pro-

posed unconventional oil exploration using hydraulic fracturing (fracking).  
 

 We recommend that the provincial and federal governments exercise due diligence for the people 

and the environment of this province. This is particularly important since 

all the risks and implications of hydraulic fracturing are not fully under-

stood (e.g. waste water disposal, groundwater contamination, air pollu-

tion). Therefore, we call for an immediate hold on unconventional oil 

exploration and extraction that uses hydraulic fracturing.  
 

 We strongly urge the provincial and federal governments to esta-

blish a transparent and independent panel of balanced representation 

to:  

1. Conduct a scientific and public review of hydraulic fracturing in Newfoundland and 

Labrador in order to fully assess the potential health, environmental, economic, and so-

cial effects on the region as a whole;  

2. Review the associated regulatory, policy, and legislative issues; and  

3. Recommend an approach that gives priority to protecting public health and the envi-

ronment, in addition to fostering sustainable development.   

The Newfoundland and Labrador Fracking Awareness 

Group  
 

There is now a fracking awareness group for all of Newfoundland 

and Labrador!   
 

From their website:  “The NL Fracking Awareness Network (NL-

FAN) is a non-partisan network of organizations and individuals 

who have serious concerns about the potential risks of hydraulic 

fracturing (fracking) used in oil & gas exploration and development in Newfoundland and Labrador.”  

The group already has links with sixteen organizations, including WEC. 

 

For their position statement on fracking as well as information on how to become a member, see their web-

site www.nlfan.ca 

Photos: methane-flaring from a fracking well in St.-Édouard, Québec (photo courtesy Pierre 

Bluteau); Fireweed in western Newfoundland in the summer (photo courtesy Becky Shea) 
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Updates and Articles on Fracking 

Watch for the Upcoming Presentation by Environmental Scientist Jessica Ernst 
 

 Jessica Ernst is an internationally recognized Environmental Scientist who worked for the oil and gas 

industry for thirty years as an environmental consultant.  She has been invited to give many public presenta-

tions on fracking and has gained much attention for the lawsuit that she has launched against Encana Corpo-

ration, a company whose fracking operations have allegedly contaminated the groundwater where she lives 

in Rosebud, Alberta.  She will be giving a free presentation at the Stephenville 

Arts and Culture Centre on September 22nd at 2:00p.m.  She will tell her story 

and discuss the risks associated with fracking, relating them to the operations 

being proposed for the west coast of Newfoundland by Black Spruce Explora-

tion.  Her talk will be followed by a question and answer period.  The presenta-

tion is being organized by the Port au Port/Bay St. George Fracking Awareness 

Group.  There also will be a pre-recorded introduction by Maude Barlow, 

Chairperson of the Council of Canadians.  All are welcome to attend!  

Update from the Port au Port/Bay St. George Fracking Awareness Group   
  

 This group has been very active over the past months!  In June, the group 

organized a Walk the Block peaceful demonstration in Stephenville to bring 

attention to citizen concerns about fracking.  Over 200 people took part! 
 

 The group held a meeting in July to discuss the plans announced by 

Black Spruce Exploration to drill a conventional well at Garden Hill, at the 

southern tip of the Port-au-Port peninsula. There are concerns that this could 

be the first stage of a fracking operation.  Also a topic of discussion was a visit 

to Shoal Point to inspect an abandoned drill site formerly operated by an  

energy company.  There is a great deal of debris, partially filled propane tanks, 

and abandoned equipment at the site; in addition, the well head has been left 

exposed and unprotected.  Questions were raised about the ability of the pro-

vincial Department of the Environment to inspect such sites, apply proper, ro-

bust environmental regulations, and ensure that the drill site is restored to its 

natural state once the drilling operation is over.  Drilling operations here pose a 

threat to the fishing interests of the area, because the area of Shoal Point has 

been a long-standing center of operations for lobster fishermen on the pen-

insula. 
 

  Graham Oliver has been travelling around the west coast giving 

presentations for the group.  “It is imperative that residents become in-

formed about the side-effects of fracking and that they demand answers 

from government and junior oil companies who insist on coming into our 

communities.  After all, it is the local communities who will have to deal 

with the leftovers after the oil companies leave.  So it is important to be in-

formed,” said Oliver.  

Photo courtesy Colin Smith 

Photos courtesy Graham Oliver 
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Book Review: Tom Wilber, Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of the Marcellus 

Shale (Ithaca and New York: Cornell University Press, 2012). 
 

In the discussions surrounding fracking, Pennsylvania certainly has been central.  One of 

the first areas to experience a rush from the shale gas industry, the state offers a cautionary 

note to what happens to people and the environment when things move too quickly.  This 

book tells us what exactly happened. 

Those interested in learning more about fracking and its impact would be well ad-

vised to read this book.  This is a solid, meticulously researched study published by a pres-

tigious university press, written by a journalist who has had a long professional career not 

only in journalism but also in teaching the subject at the college and university level.  Based on an extensive 

array of interviews, government reports, academic case studies, newspaper articles, Wilber’s book examines the 

rush to develop shale gas extraction through fracking in the state of Pennsylvania, and then New York State, 

over the past several years.   

The book focuses mainly on Pennsylvania, when the impact of fracking was not well known by the 

broader population.  Here, Wilber takes us through the process by which companies obtained leasing rights 

from landowners, then the enormous speculation on the amount of gas reserves, which triggered a “gas rush” 

among companies; then arose the problems (especially in Dimock, Pennsylvania), the rise of popular anti-

fracking activism, and then the resistance in nearby New York State to another gas rush.  Wilber’s book is very 

accessible to a general reader in that he is adept at explaining the complicated issues and industrial compo-

nents involved in fracking.  Moreover, he adds a very human dimension to the investigation by incorporating 

the stories of families who have been adversely affected by fracking in their areas and even how fracking has 

divided communities.  The fascinating mini-biographies of the activists and company 

executives also make for an engaging book.  Likewise, the book offers an interesting slice 

of American history, as the country struggles to find new economic initiatives in a some-

what post-industrial landscape, to attain independence from foreign oil in the aftermath 

of 9/11, and to navigate the dilemmas involved in extracting previously unrecoverable 

fossil fuels now that most of the world’s more accessible reserves have dwindled.  That 

historical context and brutal economic necessity can help explain why fracking is attrac-

tive to so many people. 

 Wilber is a balanced and objective writer.  He gives voice to both sides of the de-

bate; hence, the book’s prologue begins with an outdoor interview with Terry Engelder, 

fracking proponent and professor of geosciences at Pennsylvania State University, fol-

lowed by the contrary opinion of Tony Ingraffea, the engineering professor at Cornell 

University who had developed hydraulic fracking technology but came to view it as quite risky and problemat-

ic.  Wilber interviewed people from across the spectrum, from landowners to company representatives, to 

farmers, geologists, engineers, politicians, mayors, and activists.  Overall, the author wants his readers to arrive 

at their own conclusions.  

  Even though Wilber does not definitively state a position for or against gas-fracking, the evidence 

that he weighs inclines one to the conclusion that much has gone awry in Pennsylvania due to fracking, as  

Updates and Articles on Fracking 
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Updates and Articles on Fracking 

companies rushed in and governments and residents did not have adequate time to become fully informed or 

to regulate and monitor this new industry.  Instances have been reported where dangerous levels of methane 

gas migrated upwards from the targeted shale gas formation through 

cracked cement casings into private aquifers.  In this state, the industry still 

struggles with how to properly dispose of their fracking fluids and 

wastewater, which can contain radioactive materials; municipal sewage 

systems generally are unable to handle such chemicals.   

 There have been accidents and violations.  The most well-

documented example is that of the town of Dimock, where 60 water 

wells have been contaminated.  Elsewhere, in the first half of 2010, 

environmental regulators inspected 1,700 sites and found 530 viola-

tions: spills, leaks, faulty containment pits and so on.  Looking out-

side the state, a Democrat congressman found 300 records between the years 2003 and 2008 in Colorado docu-

menting water contamination due to fracking, more than 700 in New Mexico.   There have been too many 

such instances to simply disregard them as relatively rare mishaps or anomalies.  

 Some company practices do little to inspire public confidence.  Instances have been reported 

where company representatives (called “landmen”) used pressure tactics and misinformation to obtain leas-

ing rights from landowners.  Other company representatives stated that the chemicals found in fracking fluids 

are the same as those found in personal care products.  Likewise, the industry argues that shale gas offers a 

cleaner alternative to coal or other fossil fuels.  Their argument is well received among people who strongly 

believe that North America should become more energy independent.  On the other side of the argument, the 

extensive release of uncaptured methane gas from the fracking rigs contributes significantly to climate 

change. 

 In terms of company practices and approaches, Cabot Oil and Gas is in the spotlight here.  It was 

proven that the water contamination in Dimock was caused by Cabot fracking operations, but they did every-

thing in their power to deny full responsibility for the complaints, disparaging those who made them.  Ob-

taining full redress has been difficult (a fact that incidentally conveys the necessity 

of obtaining good baseline data prior to fracking operations so that disputes like 

these can be resolved more easily).  Also, Wilber has documented industry-wide 

stances, in one instance the opposition to further regulation. 

That raises the question: could better and more extensive regulation make 

fracking viable?  Wilber has discovered much hesitancy to fracking in New York 

State, notably due to the potential threats to water supplies, “The known and un-

known impacts associated with drilling simply cannot be justified” (Acting NYC 

Dept. of Environmental Protection Commissioner Steven Lawitts).  Moreover, 

there are too few regulators, too few inspectors who simply cannot keep pace with the enormous shale-gas 

development.  And, constrained state budgets have reduced funding for environmental protection.  New 

York’s Department of Environmental Protection lost 23% of their staff.  

              (continued on the next page) 

 

“ The known and un-

known impacts associat-

ed with drilling simply 

cannot be justified” 

NYC-DEP commis-

sioner Steven Lawitt. 

Vera Scroggins, activist, standing in front 

of a gas-fracking well in Pennsylvania 

Photos courtesy James Pitarresi 
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Company websites and  

information: 
 

Shoal Point Energy 

http://www.shoalpointenergy.com/ 
 

Black Spruce Exploration 

http://www.blspexp.com/ 

 

for the scoping document and pro-

ject description, visit 

http://www.cnlopb.nl.ca/

environment/bsespe.shtml 

 

Save Gros Morne and Our West Coast Facebook Site 

Save Gros Morne and 

our West Coast aims to dis-

seminate timely information 

on proposals to conduct hori-

zontal slick-water hydraulic 

fracturing (fracking) along the 

West coast of Newfoundland.  

See their facebook site for up-

dates, news, announcements, 

videos, photos, and especially an extensive list of resources relat-

ing to fracking dealing with many aspects of the topic (public 

health, fracking chemicals, what is happening in other provinces, 

and so on).  It’s a wonderful resource! 

https://www.facebook.com/SaveGrosMorne  

http://savewestcoastnl.wordpress.com/  

The St. Lawrence Coalition 

From their mission statement: The St. Lawrence Coalition was created to persuade government bodies to issue 

a moratorium on oil and gas exploration and exploitation in the Gulf of St. Lawrence as soon as possible.  

The St. Lawrence Coalition aims at bringing the gulf communities together, which share the same concerns 

and appreciate the natural resources of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Our coalition is inter-provincial as five 

provinces are involved: Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Newfoundland 

and Labrador. 

website: http://www.coalitionsaintlaurent.ca/en/coalition 
 

e-mail: coalitionstlaurent@me.com 
 

Sylvain Archambault phone (418) 686-1854; cell (581) 995-4350 

Book Review: Wilber, Under the Surface (continued from the previous page)  

If fracking poses risks to public health and the environment, what are benefits of this industrial pro-

cess? Some of the landowners did gain from the royalty payments from the shale-gas extraction that has been 

taking place on their lands.  For a farming family that is struggling to make ends meet, the temptation to lease 

the land is understandable.  The fracking boom has brought some welding and construction jobs in its train, 

although such employment is largely temporary, available mostly during the construction phase.  Still, in the 

larger scheme of things and thinking of the long-term cumulative impact of fracking, in Pennsylvania and 

elsewhere, such economic benefits may prove to be quite minimal when compared with the far greater im-

pact on public health and the environment.    

               Edwin Bezzina 

Updates and Articles on Fracking 

Photo courtesy Natalie Thomas 

http://www.coalitionsaintlaurent.ca/en/coalition
mailto:coalitionstlaurent@me.com
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Updates and Articles on Fracking 

Dr. Diana Messervy, a water quality chemist and instructor at the 

College of the North Atlantic, gave a penetrating discussion on what 

fracking on the west coast could mean.  The presentation took place at 

the Lourdes Parish Hall on August 14th at 7:30p.m. and it was orga-

nized by Port-au-Port/Bay St. George Fracking Awareness Group.  

About ninety people attended.  Dr. Messervy spoke especially of the 

dangers of allowing fracking operations in this area, due to the highly 

fractured and unstable nature of the geological formations.  She also 

outlined the typical chemical additives used in fracking fluids.  Dr. 

Messervy has given commentary numerous times on the CBC Morning 

Radio show. 
 

Photo: Wayne Hounsell of the Port au Port/Bay St. George Fracking Awareness Committee presents Dr. 

Messervy with a token of appreciation for the presentation that she organized and gave at the Lourdes Parish Hall 

(photo courtesy Bob Diamond).  

How to get involved in fracking awareness 

1. Read the reports on fracking (for these, start with http://

savewestcoastnl.wordpress.com/) 

2. Attend the fracking awareness meetings and presenta-

tions 

3. Call your MHA and MP 

4. Write to your MHA and MP 

5. Speak with your town council 

6. Check regularly the relevant websites on fracking on the 

west coast. 

7. Tell your friends. 

Five great ways to get involved in 

WEC 

 

1.  Join one of the working committees 

2.  Join the Facebook group and invite 

others to do the same 

3.  Attend WEC events 

4.  Become a WEC volunteer 

5.  Participate in the WEC community 

garden 

The Food Skills Workshop Kit! 
 

 The Food Security Network of Newfoundland and Labrador 

(FSN) has launched a Food Skills Workshop Kit as part of its Root 

Cellars Rock project.  The Workshop Kit is a new resource for com-

munity groups across the province to host hands-on workshops 

building local food skills and preserving traditional food 

knowledge. Topics include container gardening, composting, edible wild plants, seed saving, preparing 

local vegetables, using culinary herbs, canning, and root cellars.  Download the workshops for free to start 

using today in your community: http://rootcellarsrock.ca/workshops. 

And now for something completely different... 
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WEC’s Position Statement on the Watershed Issue in Corner Brook 

 

 Thomas Resources Inc. had requested approval for a 

proposed mineral exploration project near the Corner Brook 

Lake Watershed.  The company was searching for the non-

toxic minerals garnet and kyanite (used for example in ce-

ramics); the company withdrew its proposal in July.  The 

Western Environment Centre commented on the public in-

formation session organized by the company in February and 

then prepared the statement below.   
 

 The Western Environment Centre (WEC) is a 

community based non- profit organization composed 

of citizens who are interested in raising awareness 

about environmental issues and promoting sustainable 

development initiatives. As such, we have researched issues surrounding proposed mineral exploration with-

in the Corner Brook Watershed.   

 

 The Western Environment Centre has resolved that industrial activity in such close proximity to a 

public drinking water source is not recommended. There is potential for detrimental effects to water quali-

ty.  We therefore recommend that mineral exploration not be allowed at this time.  

 

 The Western Environment Centre believes strongly in the principles of sustainable development. It is 

possible that resource-based economic activities may fit within these principles. However, as the area in ques-

tion is environmentally sensitive due to its proximity to a drinking water source caution should be exercised. 

As the proposal comes at a time when Corner Brook is in the process of making costly upgrades to its water 

treatment infrastructure in the form of a water treatment plant, we should be careful to take measures to pro-

tect the source in order to avoid future expense. 

 

 WEC acknowledges that Thomas Resources Inc. has not submitted a proposal for a quarry at this time. 

However, since representatives from Thomas Resources have acknowledged that the objective of their explo-

ration is to determine if a full scale quarry operation and processing facility would be viable, we believe it 

would be short-sighted to discuss only the effects of the exploratory phase.  

 

 We believe that a quarry in our watershed is not recommended even if properly regulated since no in-

dustrial activity is without risk or impact. A great deal of time and money can be saved in first deciding 

whether the end result is desirable. 

 

 Some of the risks of quarry activity were outlined in the city’s Watershed Management Plan completed 

in 2009. The plan was designed to “allow the City of Corner Brook to sustain and provide safe, clean drinking water  
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to its residents with the confidence that no external influences are having, or will have negative effects on the water 

quality.” The plan concludes on page 101 concerning mineral exploration, mining and quarrying that “before 

these activities are approved for operation, more stringent best management practices should be developed and resources 

found to ensure their enforcement.”  
 

 The proposal will now be considered under the Integrated Municipal Sustainability Plan. This type of 

activity does not appear to be in line with the goals and visions set out by that plan. 
 

 Risks to drinking water quality can result from sedimentation, salinity, pH concentration changes, in-

creased metal concentrations and fuel spills—all of which are common 

risks associated with this type of quarry activity. These specified forms of 

contamination will have an effect on the longevity and expense of water 

treatment operations. 

 

 The degree and extent of change resulting from these effects are 

not yet known. This is due in part to a lack of information regarding the 

exact size, location, and operational information about the quarry as well as a significant lack of baseline in-

formation about the Corner Brook Lake Watershed area. For more information on the above-mentioned 

effects, please do not hesitate to contact the Western Environment Centre and we would be happy to provide 

source material and further explanation. 
 

 Thomas Resources is to be commended for the way which they have engaged the public in this pro-

cess.  However, this does little to change the reality of what a quarry within a watershed involves.  

 The Western Environment Centre is not an organiza-

tion which opposes development.  We believe that eco-

nomic prosperity and sustainable development can go 

hand in hand. Water is a public resource, and access to 

clean drinking water is a basic human right.  

 

 We must not only consider how quarry development 

in a watershed may affect an important drinking water 

source, but also what precedent, image, and message we 

portray by allowing industrial activity so close to our 

source of water.  If there is ever a time to err on the side of 

caution, it is when concerns surrounding our drinking wa-

ter are raised by the public as loud and clear as in the last 

few months.  After all, the best way to ensure quality is not 

to contaminate the source in the first place.  

“Risks to drinking water quality 

can result from sedimentation, 

salinity, pH concentration 

changes, increased metal concen-

trations and fuel spills...” 
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