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From the Editor’s Desk
I will never forget my reaction to the results of the American election this
past month. Like many, I was stunned by Donald Trump’s election as
President-Elect, an event that made me ponder what this would mean for environmental activism and making progress on fighting climate change.
Likewise, scientists and environmental activists greeted the election results with consternation. After all, before and after the election Trump made
no secret of his views of what he would do to environmental protection upon
gaining entrance to the White House. He has vowed to severely weaken the
Environmental Protection Agency, promising to appoint a climate-change
denier as its director. Trump also has proposed a blanket two-for-one
regulatory system, meaning that for every new environmental regulation implemented, two would have to be rescinded. He has promised his constituents
to pull the United States out of the 2015 Paris Accord, a ground-breaking international agreement on climate change that the world has long been waiting for.
Indeed, Trump has tweeted that climate change is a hoax invented by the
Chinese in order to undermine the U.S. economy. If the U.S. pulls out, then a
major linchpin to the agreement will have been removed.
I have searched and have found no evidence for this idea of a Chinese
hoax. Likewise, it makes no sense to appoint a climate-change denier to a key
U.S. agency that believes that climate change is human-driven and must be
mitigated. Legally, there is no cap on how many regulations a government
body can have, and of course not all regulations are bad regardless of their
number (while all regulations should be reviewed from time to time, they do
fulfill an important role in protecting the air that we breathe, the water that we
drink, and the land that we use).
What can we do? We need to remember that his voice has become a
minority opinion, not only in the United States, but in Canada as well. The
majority of citizens in both countries want environmental protection and they
want action on climate change. Indeed, many states and cities in the U.S. have
implemented policies to help the country meet its carbon-reduction targets,
even legislating carbon taxes. Citizen actions matter, whether they be the
actions of individuals or the actions of grassroots organizations. We must
never forget that; we must never lose hope.
This newsletter shows the hard work of this region’s dedicated environmental activists. Read all about WEC’s work on challenging aquaculture in
Newfoundland, a problematic issue in terms of environmental assessment and
government review. WEC also made submissions to the provincial and federal
governments seeking consultation for developing a climate change plan.
WEC’s Katie Temple has been intensely active over the past few months in giving workshops on many topics involving sustainable living. There is also an
update on the wonderful new community garden in Pasadena. Enjoy reading
this newsletter and continue to believe that the future always holds promise!
Edwin Bezzina
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Contact info
(w) www.wecnl.ca
(e) info@wecnl.ca
(p) (709) 639-0937
86 West Street, Suite 6,
Corner Brook,
Newfoundland
A2H 2Z3

We’re on Facebook!

You can find us by searching “Western Environment
Centre”

We’re also on Twitter

(www.twitter.com/wecnl)

WEC welcomes comments and questions!
Feel free to write to the
editorial board
(outreach@wecnl.ca) or
the Board of Directors
(info@wecnl.ca).
We’d love to hear from
you.

Cover photo: WEC’s reliable
volunteer, Kellye Hynes,
demonstrates the use of WEC’s
e-bikes. Photo E. Bezzina
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WEC’s Mandate
The Western Environment Centre (WEC) is a charitable, non-profit, non-governmental organization that is
based in Corner Brook and services all of Western Newfoundland. Specifically, the organization strives to:
• engage communities in environmental issues in a balanced, objective, and informed manner
• work with community partners, businesses, and government agencies to build capacity and involvement
in projects related to environmental action and sustainability
• create a community of environmentally pro-active citizens
WEC activities can be subdivided into the following areas:
• Long-term projects (e.g., the community garden established at the Blow-Me-Down Ski Park)
• Specific environmental events
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• Working committees
• Detailed responses to inquiries about local and regional issues of environmental concern

How to become a WEC member
(and how to encourage friends to become members):
Please fill out the membership form on the back page and then send it by post to our surface address or by scanned copy to our e-mail address (info@wecnl.ca). Becoming a member is a fabulous first
step to becoming environmentally involved in your local community!

Board of Directors
Glen Keeling……..Chair
Simon Jansen……..Vice-Chair
Rebecca Shea…….Membership Coordinator
Mikaela Wilson…..Secretary; Treasurer
Edwin Bezzina…..Newsletter Coordinator
Bailey Rempel
Laura Simms
Executive Director (volunteer)....Katie Temple

Five great ways to get involved in WEC
1. Join one of the working committees
2. Join the Facebook group and invite others to do
the same
3. Attend WEC events
4. Become a WEC volunteer
5. Participate in the WEC community garden

Thank you to Emma Bocking, our highly dedicated Board member who is moving to St. John’s for
work. Her commitment especially to WEC’s presence at the Wonderful Fine Market made a commendable
and very worthwhile contribution!

4 2

Controversy Over Placentia Bay Aquaculture Continues
The Western Environment Centre made a written submission during the public feedback period for a
proposed aquaculture project in the Placentia Bay Area. This project involves a hatchery and nursery that
could produce up to seven million smolt of a foreign, sterilized strain of Atlantic Salmon to stock eleven sea
cages for eventual harvest. The project is said to be the largest in Canada. WEC cited a number of concerns
and recommends that a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be completed to properly address these
concerns. The response was published in the WEC spring/summer 2016 newsletter and can be found
on www.wecnl.ca<http://www.wecnl.ca/>.
On July 22nd, Minister Perry Trimper released the project from the Environmental Assessment (EA)
process. This release followed the registration phase, and the EA for the project was not required to proceed
any further (see article about how an EA works on pages 4-5).
The announcement spurred appeals from the Atlantic Salmon Federation and from the Salmonid
Council of Newfoundland and Labrador. Although separate, both appeals share a common theme claiming
that the Minister has ignored sections of the Environmental Protection Act which dictate the criteria for ordering an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Most importantly, the two appeals cite section 23 of the
Act, which states that if a project generates significant public concern or presents a risk to the
environment then an EIS shall be conducted. The Minister imposed some conditions on the project’s approval which will apply to future stages, but the appeals argue that project registration must include an
assessment of the entire undertaking. The appeals argue that approving the project at this early stage
would essentially make later stages free from any sort of environmental review.
The legislation contains some ambiguous language; such as the word "may" vs "shall" in key places,
which allows the Minister to exercise their discretion on what constitutes public concern or poses an environmental risk. There is not clear criteria laid out in the act on precisely what a "significant impact" is, and
that creates room for debate. Authority to rule on appeals to the Ministers decision rest with the same minister who made the decision. Minister Trimper has rejected both appeals. Full documentation on the appeals as well as the Ministers decision and accompanying explanation can be found at http://
www.env.gov.nl.ca/env/env_assessment/projects/Y2016/1834/index.html
The Atlantic Salmon Federation announced that it has filed court documents to challenge the release
of the project. They cite documents obtained through access to information which allegedly acknowledge
"extensive public concern" and "several serious consequences" as grounds for the court challenge. The
documents also show that the Wildlife Division of the Department of Environment and Conservation recommended rejection of the project, citing the precautionary principle and a lengthy list of concerns to wild
salmon populations. The full document can be found at http://www.asf.ca/asf-set-to-challenge-placentiabay-project-in-court.html
They are joined by Owen Myers, a lawyer based in St. John’s, who has launched a private citizens’
civil lawsuit, alleging that the government made a mistake in not ordering an EIS.
We will continue to monitor this issue and provide an update in our next newsletter.
Glen Keeling, Chair, Western Environment Centre
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What Is an Environmental Assessment and How Do They Work?
Both environmental groups and project proponents use Environmental Assessments as a means to advance their goals – whether that be the delay or the approval
of a project. The Environmental Assessment (EA) process is designed to examine the
risks of an undertaking before allowing it to begin as well as to plan for and mitigate
any impacts that the undertaking may have. However, with EA’s often being tossed
around in the court of public opinion, it is understandable if citizens do not truly understand how they work.
It is important to note that Environmental Assessments are a whole process comprised of many steps
as opposed to one specific thing. Depending on the location of the undertaking, it may be subject to the
laws of the provincial government and/or the laws of the federal government. The current federal law is
called the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (2012). Since WEC focuses primarily on more local
issues, this article focuses on the provincial process. The Environmental Protection Act contains
Environmental Assessment regulations. The full process to complete an Environmental Assessment is explained below in the order that each step occurs.

1. Project Registration and Review
At this stage, the proponent submits a document which outlines the plans, any effect on the biophysical or socio-economic environment, and the methods that the proponent would use to minimize any
adverse effects. The Minister of the Environment and Conservation has thirty-five days to collect written
feedback from members of the public and other government departments.

2. The Minister’s Decision
The Minister can do one of three things: a) reject the proposal outright; b) order an Environmental
Preview Report (EPR) or an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA); or c) release the undertaking from
further review. If the project is released from the review, the EA process ends here and the project may go
ahead, pending any other related permits.

3. EIS or EPR Guidelines
Upon choosing option b), the Minister will establish an assessment committee to oversee the process
and establish guidelines of precisely how the process will proceed.

4. Completion of EPR or EIS
i) Environmental Preview Report: this report is intended to answer any questions remaining from the registration. An EPR will typically look more in depth at a particular aspect of the project, but will not conduct
any new research.

(continued on the next page)
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What Is an Environmental Assessment and How Do They Work?
(continued form the previous page)

ii) Environmental Impact Statement: The EIS is what many people believe the Environmental Assessment to
embody, not realizing very few projects make it this far. An EIS provides an in-depth examination of potential impacts and often involves entirely new research to collect information on things such as species health
or ecosystem impacts. A public participation program is required for an EIA. Consideration of alternatives to
the undertaking also must be considered, a requirement that is not undertaken at any other stage in the process.

5. Decision
After reviewing the EPR or the EIS, the Minister makes a recommendation to Cabinet indicating if the
undertaking should either be released from further review or rejected. It is possible that a public hearing
may occur before the final decision is made by Cabinet. Cabinet holds the final authority to release or reject a
project.

Federal Environmental Assessment
The federal process used to be very similar to the provincial process, but in 2012 the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act was repealed and replaced with a different Canadian Environmental Assessment Act
(2012) as a part of an omnibus budget bill. The changes have resulted in a much more cursory and streamlined process with fewer projects being subject to review. Under the new CEAA, there is a list of what activities require a review. Under the former CEAA, basically anything that was either a) done on federal lands, b)
used federal money or c) required a permit from a federal department would undergo at least the initial
steps. If an undertaking does require a federal review there are guidelines in place for provincial and federal
agencies to work together. It is possible for an undertaking to require a provincial review but not a federal,
vice-versa, or both.
The Federal Government recently announced that it is reviewing environmental legislation including
the CEAA, the Fisheries Act and the Navigation Protection Act. WEC is participating in the reviews and encourages members of the public to do the same. Contact us for more details on how to participate.
Glen Keeling, Chair, Western Environment Centre

A typical salmon farm (photo Geir Helge
Solevag/Shutterstock.com 172300799)
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The e-bike project has wrapped up for the season. We’d
like to thank our sponsors and partners...
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WEC’s Submission to the Federal Government on Climate Change
In the interests of developing a plan to meet its targets agreed to as part of the 2015 Paris Accord, the Canadian
federal government solicited input from local groups such as WEC. We thus submitted in summary the following ideas.


While we work on switching to renewables we need to also decrease our energy consumption. Making
our building more energy efficient is one of those steps. We need to tighten our building code and make
legislation to ensure that new construction is extremely energy efficient.



The money from a price on carbon should be used to help green technologies, mainly alternative energy
production.



Show that you are serious by stopping oil and gas subsidies. Use the money to subsidize alternative energy production.



In Newfoundland Muskrat Falls will (most likely) come online. The closest market is NL itself. If the infrastructure (e.g. charging stations) is put in place and a subsidy offered to purchase the vehicles then a
lot of electricity could be used in NL itself. This reduces greenhouse gas emissions from regular vehicles.



In NL a large portion of our food is imported. Small-scale local agriculture is not well supported.



Everything focuses on large-scale operations. Support small-scale local agriculture in NL to reduce the
amount of transportation necessary to ship food here.



Seize Canada’s potential in the clean energy economy by, among other measures, putting a strong and
predictable price on carbon pollution that is designed to increase rapidly over time so that industry and
consumers respond to market signals and shift their energy-consuming behaviors.



Re-introduce the energy efficiency retrofit program. It was one of the most effective measures to retrofit
homes but was discontinued a few years ago. Plan for protection of the most vulnerable in our society,
(i.e. Aboriginal communities and those living on low or fixed incomes) when implementing all clean
energy system policies, including carbon pricing



Adopt the LEAP Manifesto, a document that
calls for a significant restructuring of the economy in order to, among other things, take the
economy away from fossil fuels.

Thousands march through Oslo, Norway
to call for action on climate change
(September 2014) (photo Ryan Rodrick
Beiler/Shutterstock.com 219335425)
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WEC’s Submission to the Provincial Government on Climate Change
Likewise, WEC made a submission to the provincial government on the development of its climate action plan,
responding to the questions below.

1. What should the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador do to support clean economic
growth?


Re-introduce the energy home retrofit program to make homes more energy efficient - this will provide
economic growth in the construction/contracting sector; expand this to include homes that don't use electricity as their primary heat source



Support organizations like Iron and Earth who are helping unemployed oil-patch workers retrain in sustainable energy technology



Implement net metering as soon as possible so that people can produce their own power



Foster the development of electric vehicle infrastructure and the use of electric vehicles. This coincides
with necessary power consumption from Muskrat Falls to pay for the project by shifting gasoline purchases to power purchases



Increase support for small, ecologically responsible, diversified and organic farms in the province to reduce the GHGs from industrial agriculture and from the transportation of imported foods



Create a Green Legacy Fund that puts oil and gas revenue towards green technologies and programs

2. What steps do you think need to be taken to better adapt to climate change?


Improve the building code. Include higher mandatory R-values, tighter envelopes, and more efficient
heating systems



Help coastal communities to implement the necessary adaptations (particularly rising sea levels)
(continued on the next page)

Citizens demonstrate for environmental awareness and action during the People’s Climate
March through Manhattan (September 2014)
(photo AndrParker72/Shutterstock 381097597)
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WEC’s Submission to the Provincial Government on Climate Change (continued from
the previous page)

3. How should the Provincial Government demonstrate leadership on climate change?


Purchase a fleet of electric vehicles to move the idea to the mainstream



Stop subsidizing the oil and gas industry and put money towards a sustainable economic future



Put a legislated ban on hydraulic fracturing to send a signal that this province is putting their ideas towards renewable energy solutions



Implement a green procurement policy ensuring all new government purchases meet exacting environmental standards



Support and celebrate a cultural and societal transition away from fossil fuels, including taking symbolic
actions that demonstrate that this government is serious about climate change (examples: setting up a
wind turbine in a public location; developing vegetable gardens at the House of Assembly; putting green
roofs on government buildings; offsetting all government travel; publicly supporting the environmental
not for profit sector in the province; etc.)

Save Gros Morne and Our West Coast Facebook Site
Save Gros Morne and our West Coast aims to disseminate timely
information on proposals to conduct horizontal slick-water hydraulic fracturing (fracking) along the West coast of Newfoundland. See their facebook
site for updates, news, announcements, videos, photos, and especially an
extensive list of resources relating to fracking dealing with many aspects of
the topic (public health, fracking chemicals, what is happening in other provinces,

Photo courtesy Natalie Thomas

and so on). It’s a wonderful resource! https://www.facebook.com/SaveGrosMorne

The St. Lawrence Coalition
From their mission statement: The St. Lawrence Coalition
was created to persuade government bodies to issue a
moratorium on oil and gas exploration and exploitation in the Gulf of St. Lawrence as soon as possible.
The St. Lawrence Coalition aims at bringing the gulf communities together, which share the same concerns
and appreciate the natural resources of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Our coalition is inter-provincial as five
provinces are involved: Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Québec, and Newfoundland
and Labrador.
website: http://www.coalitionsaintlaurent.ca/en/coalition
e-mail: coalitionstlaurent@me.com; Sylvain Archambault phone (418) 686-1854; cell (581) 995-4350
Check out the Port

au Port/Bay St. George Fracking Awareness Group on Facebook for use-

ful links and information!
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WEC Calls for a Ban on Fracking in Western Newfoundland
Last spring, the provincial government released the report of an independent panel that reviewed the prospect of
allowing hydraulic fracturing (aka fracking) in western Newfoundland. The report recommended a “pause” in any such
development, citing a number of concerns and making scores of recommendations that would have to be followed if fracking were allowed. As the recommendations and the report strongly convey that fracking would be impractical for western Newfoundland, WEC wrote a letter to the provincial Minister of Natural Resources in order to call for a ban on
fracking in this province.
The Honorable Minister Siobhan Coady
Department of Natural Resources
7th Floor, Natural Resources Building
50 Elizabeth Ave, P.O. Box 8700
St. John's, NL A1B 4J6
Dear Honorable Minister Coady,
I am writing on behalf of the Western Environment Centre. We are a charitable not-for profit organization
based in Corner Brook. Our mandate is to engage communities in environmental issues in a balanced, objective, and informed manner. We have been following the conversation around hydraulic fracturing for three
years and have given presentations to community members in an effort to make the best possible scientific
information available to the general public so that citizens can make informed decisions in this conversation.
We are pleased that your government finished the process of an independent review and we find the report
both to be comprehensive as well as scientifically sound. It is worth noting that the panel members all agreed
with the report and fully stand behind their recommendations. The recommendations, though not policyrelated, are extensive and well thought out.
Now it is time for your government to act and we strongly urge you to legislate a BAN ON
HYDRAULIC FRACTURING for the following reasons:


to implement the recommendations would take years and millions of dollars



the economic predictions are only moderate in even the best case scenarios



oil prices are unlikely to rebound to a level were fracking is profitable



the global community is realizing the end of fossil fuels (without us)



our region and our province needs a vision that we can work on together. A ban on fracking will allow
previously opposing sides to work on solutions together.

We urge you to end this divisive conversation around hydraulic fracturing by legislating a BAN ON HYDRAULIC FRACURING so that we can start a conversation with all the players around a sustainable economic future.
We request a response to this letter at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Glen Keeling
Chair, Western Environment Centre
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Fracking Movement receives "Activists of the Year" award from the Council of
Canadians
“People who say it can't be done should not interrupt those who are doing it.” (Johnson Family Foundation)
You did it!
The Newfoundland and Labrador Fracking Awareness Network (NLFAN) received the "Activist of the
Year" award from the Council of Canadians on behalf of its members and their supporters. NLFAN would
like to thank the Western Environment Centre for its membership and for having played an important role.
Together, we arose to the challenge and did what many have thought could not be done: we stood up to the
oil and gas industry. We stood up in the name of science and in the name of clean water and a sustainable
future. You stood up. And we would like to thank you for it.
Thank you.
Simon Jansen, Chairperson of the Newfoundland and Labrador Fracking Awareness Network

Christmas Gift Ideas!

1. Annual membership in the Western Environment Centre for 2017 - $10
(members receive free entry to workshops and other events!)
2. Electric BikeShare Gift Card for 2017 - $20/day or $80/week

3. Community garden plot rental for 2017 - $30 for the season, includes annual membership in WEC

4. Community Garden PLUS Greenhouse Rental for 2017 - $40 for the season, includes annual membership
in WEC

5. Donation to the Western Environment Centre - Any value! (Donors receive charitable receipt)

To make your purchase, email us at info@wecnl.ca or visit
us at the Wonderful Fine Market on Saturdays until Dec.
17th.
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New Pasadena Community Garden Takes Root
It takes a village to plan a community garden and a number of entities have come together to help make this happen in
the Town of Pasadena. Community volunteers, the Town of
Pasadena, and the Western Environment Centre developed
and implemented a garden on First Avenue this past spring
and plots have been overflowing with produce all summer.
Twenty-one 4’x12’ raised beds were leased within weeks
of being built in June and are now filled with everything from
salad greens to winter squash to sunflowers. Also added to the
garden were an additional four youth beds and two high beds
for those with physical limitations. A community herb bed,
trellised beans, and an orchard are also a part of the garden
whose bounties are shared amongst all participants. One high
bed was planted with potatoes that will be donated to a local
organization who feeds families at Christmas. Based on the
first season’s success, expansion plans are in the works for upcoming years.
Special thanks to The Department of Seniors’ Wellness
and Social Development as well as the Western Regional Wellness Coalition for funding this project. Also, support from the Town of Pasadena’s Works Department,
Shears Building Supplies and The Greenhouse has been integral to the success of the first season.
See how the garden grows and stay informed on facebook at “Pasadena NL Community Garden.” For
any inquiries, email pasadenanlgarden@gmail.com.
Rebecca Shea

Photos courtesy Rebecca Shea
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Food Skills Workshops
The Western Environment Centre’s food
skills workshop series is now in full swing. This
past summer we have held the following workshops:


Gardening 101 at the Pasadena Community
Garden



Backyard Composting at the Heights Community Garden



Building Backyard Compost Bins at the
Heights Community Garden



Fermenting Vegetables at the Wonderful
Fine Market



Making Sauerkraut at Grenfell Campus in partnership with the Grenfell Community Garden

The turnout has been great so far, and we have gotten lots of good feedback and requests for more
workshops. We also were lucky that two of the three workshops that we held outside had fantastic weather!
It seems that the topic of fermentation is of particular interest to people, so we will probably hold a few more
fermenting workshops to meet the demand.
Over the next few months we plan to hold a number of other workshops, which will mainly be held at
the Wonderful Fine Market, which takes place on Saturdays at the Royal Canadian Legion in Corner Brook.
Upcoming topics include: making kombucha (fermented tea), seed saving, using culinary herbs and edible
wild plants. Stay tuned for specific dates and times by following us on facebook (facebook.com/wecnl) or on
Twitter (@wecnl). If you have a topic you’d like us to cover please email info@wecnl.ca
We’d also like to acknowledge Food First NL who developed the workshop resource manual that we
are using for most of the sessions. We also acknowledge the provincial government’s Healthy Community
Living Fund which has enabled us to fund this series.
Katie Temple

Helping WEC as you recycle
Here is a creative way to donate to WEC financially. WEC has an account at
Scotia Recycling on 55 Maple Valley Rd (709-634-2025). When dropping off your
recyclables, donate by telling the people at the desk that you wish to give the proceeds to the Western Environment Centre. Visit the Scotia Recycling website:
http://scotiarecyclinggroup.com/services-by-location. For information on recycling on Corner Brook, visit
http://www.cornerbrook.com/default.asp?mn=1.24.100 or phone their recycling line at (709) 637-1630.
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The Food Skills Workshop Kit!
The Food Security Network of Newfoundland and
Labrador (FSN) has launched a
Food Skills Workshop Kit as
part of its Root Cellars Rock
project. The Workshop Kit is a
new resource for community
groups across the province to
host hands-on workshops
building local food skills and
preserving traditional food
knowledge. Topics include
container gardening, composting, edible wild plants, seed
saving, preparing local
vegetables, using culinary herbs, canning, and root cellars.
Download the workshops for free to start using today in your
community:
http://rootcellarsrock.ca/workshops.
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Annual Membership Form
Type of Membership: New
Renewal
Lapsed
annual membership fee: $10.00
Name:
Benefits of Membership
Address:
● Receive updates on WEC events
and activities
● Receive our newsletter
● Access to WEC resources
Phone number (with area code): (

)

E-mail address:
Would you like to be added to our e-mail list? Yes

No

What environmental issues interest you the most?
Coastal habitat

Wildlife

● Become part of a growing
organization that is committed
to protecting the environment in
Western Newfoundland and
elsewhere
Office Use Only

Energy

Date:
Urban Planning

Community Garden

Forestry

Climate Change

Farmers’ Market

Transportation

Origin (e.g. walk-in):

Payment method:

Other: _______________
How did you hear about WEC? Select all that may apply.

Cash

Facebook

Twitter

Radio

Newspaper

Other Website

Memberships expire after 1 year.

Email

E-bike project

Please return form & payment to:

WEC Newsletter
Word of mouth

v
v

Event

Our Website

Cheque

C

v

Online

Community Garden

The Western Environment Centre,
Suite 6, 86 West Street (2nd floor)
Corner Brook, NL, A2H 2Z3

Other: _______________
Are you interested in becoming a Board Member?

via paypal see wecnl.ca

Yes

No

Do you have any additional information for WEC?
___________________

E: info@wecnl.ca
T: (709) 639-0937
WEC will protect your private
information. We never share or

To learn more about WEC, visit www.wecnl.ca or join us on Facebook or Twitter.
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sell our membership lists.

