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From the Minister Big Sale 
Saturday, June 3 

8 – 2 
Sunday, June 4 
11:30-2 

We are well into the months of vacations, graduations, weddings, 
and family reunions all over.  I hope you have some lovely and 
exciting plans in the works.  Summer is a time of exploration, fun, 
and trying new things, especially for children, but for all of us as 
well.   
 
We are doing some new things as part of our transition work and 
the first (really the second, since the party in March was the first 
event) event was a visioning/identity workshop.  Some people are 
saying that this church needs a visioning process, and I agree 
wholeheartedly.  The approach we took on May 13th was to 
describe this church in pictures and words using the metaphor of a 
cereal box as a model.  Sixteen members in groups of four created 
a beautiful description of First Parish using pictures and words cut 
out of magazines.  They had to work together and agree on what 
to put on the box to tell others what and who First Parish is.  The 
boxes are on display in the fellowship hall and you really must 
spend a few minutes to see all the great ideas they came up with.  
Afterwards, they shared that there was little in the way of surprises 
in what they put into the boxes.  They all had a great time! 
 
There will be two more visioning sessions, one in June and one in 
August.  Since this is an organic process, based on your needs 
rather than a canned agenda, we will have lots of time for 
discussion and clarification.  The next two sessions will cover 
values that this church holds and ideas for the future of the church. 
Mark your calendars! The dates are Wed June 21st in the 
evening 7-9 PM to allow people, whose weekends are booked up, 
to attend.  The third one is going to be Saturday August 26th from 
9:30 - 11:30 AM 
 
We also had a lovely Mother’s Day service. Here is a reading from 
service: 
 
Much of ministry 
 Is a benediction 
A speaking well of 
 Each other and the world 
A speaking well of what we value: 
 
Honesty 
Love 

Continued on page 2 

Pizza Nite 
Friday, June 9 
5 – 7 pm 
Meeting House 
Eat-in or take out 

Music /Children’s Sunday 
10 am 
Meeting House 

	  

Visioning Session 
Wednesday, June 21 
7 – 9 pm 
Meeting House 
Come and help shape the 
future of FPC! 

	  

People say, what is the sense 
of our small effort? They 
cannot see that we must lay 
one brick at a time, take one 
step at a time. A pebble cast 
into a pond causes ripples 
that spread in all directions. 
Each one of our thoughts, 
words and deeds is like that. 
No one has a right to sit 
down and feel hopeless. 
There is too much work to 
do.”  --Dorothy Day 
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Forgiveness 
Trust 
 
A speaking well of our efforts 
A speaking well of our dreams 
 
This is how we celebrate life: 
Through speaking well of it;  
Living the benediction 
And becoming as a word well-spoken. 
     -Susan Manker-Seale 
 
Blessings,    
Rev. Frieda Gillespie 

From the Minister  continued from page 1 

June 4th - Rev. Frieda Gillespie  “How to pick a good minister”   Some tips and thoughts on 
selecting a good minister for the church.  This is a communion Sunday and we will have a 
flower communion this time. Bring a flower to share in the communion 
 
June 11th - Music and RE Sunday - Rev. Frieda Gillespie, Dawn Galli, Bob Specian and the 
Choir.  A celebration of the year in music and poetry.  
 
June 18th - Father’s Day Service - Rev. Frieda Gillespie   What are the things you’ve learned 
from your father?  If you didn’t have a father, were there any men who mentored you in your 
life that you are grateful for?  We’ll share our stories and celebrate men who’ve helped 
shaped our lives. 
 
June 25th - "Mismatched Socks and Mindfulness" - Rev. Frieda Gillespie What is 
mindfulness and how does it help us in our daily lives? What are the evidences of the lack 
of mindfulness and why is it important? 

June Worship Services 

Do you shop on Amazon? (duh)  Do you go through the Amazon Smile portal?  Wait--you 
don’t know what that is?? 
Same Amazon services 
(Amazon prime too) with the 
added benefit that Amazon 
makes a donation for  every 
purchase to a  CHARITY THAT 
YOU DESIGNATE…How easy 
is that??  No charge to you and 
your favorite cause gets a 
benefit.  Really!  Never use the 
Amazon site again…use 
Amazon Smile instead. 

Before You Click “Place Order”, Please Read This 
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Kids’ Word Search 
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The Church Council has dedicated a lot of time during the last several months to the 
selection of a ministerial search team. Our desire was to assemble a team which best 
represents the diversity of the congregation, has the respect and trust of the congregation, 
the ability to work well together understanding the compromises that are best for the overall 
church community and the love and passion for First Parish to take on this commitment and 
see it thru. 
      The Council polled the congregation for a list of nominees and then asked if the 
nominees if they were willing to serve. The result of which I think puts forward a fabulous 
group of people: Audrey McNickol. Barry Eager, Jean Valchuis, Liane Leahy, Thomas 
Andrew and Wendy Rogalinski are our Ministerial Search Team. We thank them whole 
heartedly and offer all the support they need and desire. 
 
For the Council ,  
Clive Holyoak, moderator 

An update from Council 

Audrey McNickol                Thomas Andrew         Barry Eager 

Jean Valchuis       Wendy Rogalinski       Liane Leahy 

Rev. Frieda and the Transition Team are hosting a second church-wide “visioning 
session” on Wednesday, June 21, 7 – 9 pm in the Meeting House.  We look forward to 
seeing as many people as possible that evening, and promise it will be well worth your 
while to participate.  Come and help shape the future of FPC! 

Second Visioning Session Scheduled 
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June, 2017 
The month of May began with the choir exchange here in Berlin on May 7th. After a music-
filled  morning Service, the combined choirs of FPC Berlin and Boxborough Congregational 
Church enjoyed  a luncheon together, then climbed the stairs again to perform a few 
numbers for each other's groups. Although the number of singers overall was a bit  smaller 
here in Berlin than in Boxborough, the sound that the choirs made was full, and we were 
very lucky to have their organist accompany us for Handel's "Hallelujah, Amen". Special 
thanks to our own pianist, Bob Cunningham, for accompanying the rest of the service that 
day. 
  
With the month of June just about upon us, the Choir is preparing for Music Sunday here on 
Sunday, June 11th, as well as the ordination of Justine Sullivan that same afternoon in 
Northborough. Our Choir will join the ranks of the choirs of First Parish Church Unitarian of 
Nortborough and First Parish Chelmsford to help Justine celebrate this special day with 
about 45 voices rising in song. It was a special treat to have Justine visit us at our May 15th 
rehearsal to help us go through the repertoire she picked out for her ordination! 
  
Father's Day, June 18th, will mark final Choir Sunday until September. If you have thought 
about joining us in the Fall, please speak with any of the choir members, or myself, and we 
can add you to our list to be contacted once rehearsals resume after Labor Day. Your don't 
need to be able to read music, but you do need to have a love of singing. Both our Choir 
and our congregation will benefit from your musical gifts. 
 
I hope you enjoy a wonderful, musical Summer! 
  
Bob Specian, Choir Director 

Worthy 

BAKE SALE 
 We need bakers-any age, with any recipe-and volunteers to work  (even an hour 
shift is great!).    We will have our own table at the plant sale.  Cookies (2-3 in Ziploc 
bags), brownies, pies, quick breads, muffins and cupcakes have all sold well in the 
past.  Please have baked goods to the church by 8:00 am June 3.  Cookies should be 
bagged and other items wrapped in cellophane if possible.  Questions can be 
answered by Audrey McNickol-508-460-5815.  Many cooks will not spoil this pot-only 
make it sweeter ... so bake away!! 

PLANT SALE 
Many hands are needed for a successful plant sale!  You do not have to be a gardener!  
Volunteers are needed for set up during the week leading up to June 3, and are needed 
for clean-up on June 4.  The plant sale will also be open on Berlin Home Day the 
following weekend, and volunteers are needed to manage that.  Please let Stan 
Rogalinski (508-400-0202) know what you are able to do to help. 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH FROM THE KITCHEN ON WHEELS 
Chef Stan is planning to serve “walk around” food.  You’ll have to check the 
chalkboard for the options…but whatever he offers, it will be good. 

The BIG SALE on June 3, 4 
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Coming up at First Parish 
MH= Meeting House  PH= Parish Hall   Ch= Children’s Church 
If your committee is not listed, or the meeting date/time is incorrect, please inform the office. 

 
Date  Time  Place Event   
6/1    7:30-9:30 pm MH Choir Rehearsal 
6/3  9am-2pm  Big Sale 
6/4  10:00 am MH Worship 
  11:30 am MH Music & Worship meeting 
 
6/7  7:30 pm Ch Property meeting 
6/8  7:30-9:30 pm MH Choir Rehearsal 
6/9  5-7 pm  MH Pizza Nite 
6/11  8:30 am MH Deacons meeting 
  10:00 am MH Worship—Music/Children’s Sunday 
  11:30 am Ch RE Meeting 
 
6/12  7:15 pm Ch Finance Mtg. 
6/14  7:30 pm Ch Stewardship Mtg. 
6/15  10:00 am MH Day Guild 
  7:30-9:30 pm MH Choir Rehearsal 
6/18  10:00 am MH  Worship 
  11:30 am MH Outreach Meeting 

 7:00 pm MH Council Meetin 
 
6/20  Please submit articles for the Record to record@fpcberlin.org  combined July& August 
6/25  10:00 am MH Worship 
 
6/28  7:30-9:30 pm Ch Trustees Mtg.  

The children and I will be hosting a breakfast 
buffet following the service on Music/Children’s 
Sunday, June 11.   Please plan to stay and visit 
with us and your fellow congregants. 
 
--Dawn Galli, RE Director 

Special Coffee Hour Planned 
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A Few FPC Fotos 

Ice Cream Buffet following Memorial Day service 

3 scenes from the first 
Visioning Session, held May 
13.   Small groups worked to 
collage First Parish’s “brand”, 
to great success.  Ask Frieda 
if you want to know more! 



	  

24 Central St.  
Berlin, MA 01503  
Office 978.838.2575 
Building Use 
Coordinator Email: 
secretary@fpcberlin.org 
Minster's Office Hours 
Tues, Thurs 10 - 2  
or by appointment. 
Administrator's hours 
are flexible, so please 
call ahead. 978-838-
2575 
 
 

Sunday School & 
Sunday worship @ 
10 a.m. childcare 

 

First Parish Church 
United Church of Christ and Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 
24 Central St. 
Berlin, Massachusetts 01503 

Rev. Frieda Gillespie, minister@fpcberlin.org       Darlene Walsh, secretary@fpcberlin.org 
Robert Specian, choir director   Robert Cunningham, pianist 

Dawn Galli, religious education director 

www.fpcberlin.org 

Second Friday Pizza Night at FPC….all homemade, all wonderful. 
Pizza buffet 5 – 7 pm in the 
Meeting House 
Take-out 14” pizzas by calling 
978-838-2904. 
Cheese-$13, very veggie-$13, 
pepperoni-$14 
This month’s $15 specials: 

• BBQ Pulled pork 
and carmelized 
onions 

• Fresh tomato, asiago, asparagus 

Last Pizza Until September…some get some to freeze!! 

Summer Solstice June 21 


