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From the Search Committee:  An 
Announcement 
 
Search has considered these words from the 
final chapters of Exodus at a number of times 
during our search process: 
 
"Then a cloud covered the tent of the 
congregation, and the glory of  
the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And 

Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud 
abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And when the cloud 
was taken up from over the tabernacle and the fire was on it day and night, the 
children of Israel went onward in all their journeys.  But if the cloud were not taken up, 
then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up." 

 
We have come to understand that the process of search is an exodus...a journey onward and 
outward...and one of progress and waiting.   It is truly an adventure for both the searchers and the 
searched for.   In our journey, we believe that we went where fire led us and we sat still under a 
cloud a few times just to figure out what we should do next when we needed to.   
 
As part of our process, we equally pursued ministerial candidates from both the UUA and the UCC.  
Always a paramount concern was to choose someone who would be an effective and engaging 
minister in the context of each of the denominations and in the context of the community who are not 
yet members of FPC. 
 
No one can know where the journey ends until it does.  We in the Search Team have enjoyed the 
journey that we have shared and we are confident in the future and delighted in the moment that it 
ended with Janet Newton, who will be introduced and will give her first service on Sunday 
September 9.   We are confident that for each, Janet and the Congregation, we will have 
adventures leading onward and upward as we share the next stage of FPC’s journey.   
 
Janet will have her interview before the Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the UUA  in early 
October but will provide Sunday services for us during the month of September.  She will assume 
full duties of Minister in October.  She is serving under a UUA form of arrangement that has a term 
of a year, but which may be transitioned into a contract for settled ministry if the Minister and the 
Congregation so agree.   This is the course that we hope for and genuinely anticipate, and we are 
told by the UUA Settlements Office that this is a course for calling a settled minster that is becoming 
more prevalent, especially for smaller congregations. 
 
Janet is contracted under a ¾ position arrangement and will continue to live part of the time in 
Edgartown on Martha’s Vineyard, but she will live part of the week in an apartment in Clinton and be 
in Berlin during that time.  She also expects her wife and her 2 ½ year old daughter to be here with 
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us often.  With her help, Search Team will prepare more detailed description of Janet’s 
service and we will have a Q&A session at coffee hour early in her tenure to talk about 
administrative details.   
 
Now is really the time for introduction, for celebration and for affirmation of the new 
relationship of minister with congregation that we are beginning on September 9.  There will 
be other materials in this Record about Janet and her background, experience, etc., so we’d 
like to introduce the things that most impressed us during the search process: 
 

• Janet is new to the role of single/lead  ministry to a congregation but has a broad life 
experience that involves matters of church administration, of preaching to diverse 
audiences, of formal training in chaplaincy. 

• Janet has been a teacher for a long time, and we note the close connection between 
teaching and ministry in the history and experience of both of our constituent 
denominations. 

• Janet is a very capable musician and has a strong interest in the musical life of the 
church and the place of music in worship. 

• She has a young family that will be a part of the church community. 
• She has demonstrated a warmth and a pastoral presiding presence as well as a 

concern for the whole well-being of the church in our dealings with her thus far. 
 
At the end of a long process, we celebrate the beginning of a new relationship with our new 
minister.  All of us noted two provisions of the Ministerial contract: 

• The Minister and the Congregation share responsibility for the leadership and ministry 
of the Congregation. Achievement and maintenance of this collaborative relationship 
must likewise be shared. It is a relationship of discovery, of both self and other, in a 
context of mutuality. 

• The Congregation looks to its Minister for spiritual leadership and initiative, for 
assistance in setting and articulating its vision, and for professional and inspired 
performance and oversight of the Congregation’s programs in collaboration with the 
Church Council and the Congregation’s committees. 

 
We believe that we have chosen someone to be with us as minister who can for her part 
breathe life into these mutual promises and who will walk with us as we breathe life into our 
own promise.  
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR JANET’S FIRST SERVICE ON HOMECOMING SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 9TH. 

FPC Search Committee  Thomas Andrew, Barry Eager, Liane Leahy, Audrey McNickol, Wendy 
Rogalinski, Jean Valchuis 
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On July 17, church members and friends gathered at 19 Carter to say thank you and best 
wishes to our interim minister, Rev. Frieda Gillespie.  Frieda has gone on to her new 
interim ministry in Maine.  Safe travels and joyous beginnings! 

“And, so now I thank you for letting me be your Interim Minister. Thank you 
for entrusting your pulpit to me and being willing to accept different ways of 

doing worship.  And thank you for letting me into your lives. It’s been a 
great joy.  I hearby officially give the pulpit back to you with the knowledge 

that you will use it to bring more light and love into this world.”--Freida 
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On July 8 the Rev. Dr. Betsy Waters led worship.  She used the Beatitudes from " 
The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language, by Eugene H. Peterson.  Here are the 
ones Rev. Waters shared: 
 
Matthew 5: 3-12 
 
3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more 
of God and his rule. 

4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can 
you be embraced by the One most dear to you. 

5 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s 
the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 

6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and 
drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 

7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find 
yourselves cared for. 

8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. 
Then you can see God in the outside world. 

9 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or 
fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family. 

10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 
persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 

11-12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or 
throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth 
is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that 
happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven 
applauds. And know that you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have 
always gotten into this kind of trouble. 

Updated and Up to Date 

The FPC youth group, along with the St. Joesph's youth group, will be putting together care 
packages for our college students. If you are willing to bake goodies that travel well, please 

reach out to me to let me know. We will be sending these in 
late September or early October. 
We will be sending to FPC college students. If you would 
like a care package delivered to a non-FPC college 
student, the youth groups will be charging $25.00 (which 
includes shipping) as a fundraiser. 
Please contact Wendy Rogalinski for more information. 
wrogalinski@gmail.com 
 

A  Box of Cheer to those not here… 
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Warmest greetings to First Parish Church of Berlin! 
 
My name is Janet Newton and I am excited to 
begin serving your church as your contract 
minister. I am grateful to the search committee for 
their yearlong efforts in search of a new minister for 
your church, as well as the particular warmth and 
openness they have bestowed on me as they 
worked to ensure a good fit for your future ministry.  
 
I come to you in part due to the efforts of Rev. 
Justine Sullivan, who contacted me back in the 
spring about a little church she thought I’d love, 
and who she thought might love me. I filed that 
information away, knowing that you were engaged 
in the search process and would likely find 
someone eager to serve you through either the UU 

or UCC search process. Imagine my joy and surprise to learn that I would still have a 
chance to serve this church – this church that your search committee (and Rev. Justine) 
have characterized as heart- and hope-filled, and beautifully unique in its setting and role as 
a federated church.  
 
I’m sure you have questions about who I am and where I came from, so here’s a little bit 
about me: I am originally from Los Alamos, New Mexico. My parents worked for the national 
laboratory there as a scientist and computer programmer – and they raised me and my 
brother in the Unitarian church. 
 
For most of the past 17 years I’ve been a high school English teacher in California and New 
Mexico. In 2014 I finally listened to my call and started seminary at Meadville Lombard, a 
UU seminary in Chicago, intending to go part time and keep teaching in New Mexico. That 
same summer, my wife Maria, originally from Martha’s Vineyard, shared that she hoped to 
move home and found a job teaching English at the high school there. So we packed up and 
headed to the Vineyard, where we’ve lived since, near Maria’s extended family.  
 
In January of 2016 we were blessed by the birth of our daughter Orion Grace, while I was in 
the first year of my two-year internship at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Martha’s 
Vineyard. Orion’s arrival slowed down my seminary progress briefly; I graduated with my 
MDiv in May of this year and hope to complete my fellowshipping process at the end of 
September when I see the Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association.  
 
When I’m not working, I enjoy singing and music, being out in nature, bicycling, family time, 
baking bread, growing amazing tomatoes, reading and writing. 
 
I want you to know that I’m really excited to meet you all. And: my years of teaching have 
trained me how to initially recall people’s names based on a seating chart. Since church 
seating charts are generally frowned on, I hope you will bear with me as I grow to know you. 
Grant me your patience and share your name multiple times even if you think I should 
remember – I’ve read that it takes seven times of repetition before something is cemented in 
memory! Suffice it to say, it’s important to me to know you. Please know that, if I make a 
mistake.        Continued next page 

Hello! 
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For me, ministry is a collaborative invitation to find, feed and honor the spark of the sacred 
within every human heart, that we may know ourselves and our communities more deeply, 
and that we may make love more visible in the world.  
 
In that vein, I’m looking forward to meeting you, the many hearts of First Parish Berlin. 
 
In faith, 
Janet 

Hello! continued 

Assist the Outreach Team of First Parish Church as they prepare for their annual SERRV 
sale at the Friendship Village Fair Shoppe on Saturday, November 3.  

 
 Items you purchase will be displayed at the 
annual church fair to showcase some of the 
beautiful handcrafted items made by artisans 
and farmers in 30 countries around the world 
using vibrant craft techniques and traditions.  
Skills are passed down to younger generations, 
preserving cultural identities and sustaining 
communities. 
 
Catalogs will be available during Fellowship 
Coffee Hour beginning Homecoming Sunday, 
September 9 through Sunday, October 7.  Your 
orders will be placed the following week, and 
the items you purchased will be proudly 
displayed at the fair to entice patrons to place 
orders of their own.  You can contact Liane 
Leahy (lianeleahy137@gmail.com or 978-567-
0883) with any questions. 
 

SERRV (Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation) was launched in 1949.  It 
began as a program of the Church of the Brethren as a way to help refugees in Europe 
recover economically and socially from World War II.  The program has grown to working 
with impoverished people throughout the world.  SERRV International is a501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
alternative trading organization operating in the United States, Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.  The organization’s mission is to “promote the social and economic progress of 
people in developing regions of the world by marketing their products in a just and direct 
manner.” 

Shop the SERRV Catalog and Help Friendship Village Fair Shoppe 

DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON?  If you do, I surely hope you 
shop through the Amazon Smile site.   
 
What’s that, you ask?  Same Amazon service, same Amazon 
products (same Amazon Prime, if that applies to you…) BUT 
you get to choose a charity to support through your shopping.  No cost to you, and Amazon 
donates 0.5% of your purchase price to your charity.  Simple!  Sign up and start giving. 
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The FPC Berlin Choir will begin rehearsals on Thursday, September 6th, at 7:30 PM in 
the Meetinghouse. We always welcome new members who enjoy singing to join us in 
making music together. It is NOT necessary to be able to “read” music, just a commitment 
of coming to sing at rehearsals on Thursday nights and singing at the Sunday morning 
services. Rehearsal for Sunday service begins at 9:15 AM.  
 
While we could especially use another soprano, all parts are welcome (even if you don’t 
know what part you sing) If your Fall schedule allows it, please consider using your talent 
to help praise the Lord with the voices of the Choir!! 
 
 
Bob Specian 
FPC Berlin Choir Director 

Joyful Noise…or therapy 

Many Hands Thrift Shoppe opened in the Spring of 2016 and has been quite successful in 
its two years of operation.  Our mission is to provide the residents of Berlin and 
surrounding area access to affordable clothing, as well as creating an opportunity for 
many hands to volunteer for a worthy cause and a caring environment in our community.  
We have 14 very dedicated volunteers who work two to four hours weekly, but we could 
use more hands!  We are looking for help on Tuesday from 12-2pm, Thursday from 3:30-
5:30pm and 5:30-800pm, as well as the first and third Saturday of the month from 10am-
2pm. We invite anyone within the community to be a part.  Send an email to 
thriftshoppe@fpcberlin.org if you can help. 

Additional Hands Needed 

The Fair is but a few months away…and we need each of you to support this effort.  Many 
of you are affiliated with a committee, and are knitting, or collecting jewelry, or planning to 
bake, or are sewing…Thank you to all of you who are busy in preparation.  For those who 
aren’t yet involved, I invite you to consider joining in. 
WE NEED: 

• Hand-crafted items of any sort  
• Someone to make cider using the cider press 
• Someone to organize the yard sale 
• Someone to price the attic treasures 
• More attic treasures! 
• Used Books—and someone to curate them (We saw a lovely idea for selling used 

books…just ask) 
 

Contact Audrey McNickol (508-981-5815) or Joni Bergen (508-380-7168)  

If it’s Fall, it must be Fair time 
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Administrator's hours 
are flexible, so please 
call ahead. 978-838-

Sunday School & 
Sunday worship @ 
10 a.m. childcare 

 

First Parish Church 
United Church of Christ and Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 
24 Central St. 
Berlin, Massachusetts 01503 

www.fpcberlin.org 

Bacon Chicken Ranch!  Fresh Tomato, Pesto, and Ricotta! 
Those are the September Pizza Night 
specials…yes, we return on Friday, 
September 14, 5-7pm  All handmade, all 
deliciousl 
 
All-you-care-to-eat buffet [which includes 
pizza, salad, choice of drink, dessert]  $9 
adult/$5 kid 12 and under/under 3 eat free 
 
Take-out (baked or unbaked)  14” rounds 
  In addition to the two monthly specials 
($15), we always have  

• Very Veggie $14 
• Cheese  $13 
• Pepperoni  $14 

 
Call 978-838-2964 after 2:00 Friday afternoon to place an order. 

Homecoming Sunday 
September 9 

10 am worship 


