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After seeing his 
team surrender two 
quick, long touch-
downs that put Venice 
down by 10 points at 
halftime in this week’s 
annual spring game 
at Lakeland, Indians’ 
defensive coordinator/
interim head coach 
Larry Shannon gathered 
his group and gave 
them a stern message.

“We challenged them 
and told them that if 
they didn’t believe we 
could win, then stay 
in the locker room,” 
Shannon said. 

The Indians heeded 
that challenge and 
flipped the script on 
the Dreadnaughts in 
the second half. Venice 
came to life on both 
sides of the ball, riding 
a pair of second half 
rushing touchdowns 
by Bryce Carpenter 
and a defense that kept 

Lakeland out of the 
end zone in the final 
seconds of the game to 
a 23-20 win at windy 
Bryant Stadium.

Lakeland stuffed the 
Indians on Venice’s first 
possession and then 
immediately scored 
when they got the ball. 
Lakeland quarterback 
Kevaris Thomas hit 
Finley Brown down the 
right sideline. Brown 
drug a pair of Venice 
defenders into the 
end zone on a 70-yard 
touchdown play.

“It was a good open-
ing play right there,” 
Lakeland head coach 
Bill Castle said. “We 
really caught them a 
little off-guard there. 
Kevaris has a lot of con-
fidence in his abilities. 
If he does that type of 
running this year, we 
are going to be a good, 
solid team.”

Venice’s defense 
redeemed itself 
on Lakeland’s next 

possession. As 
Dreadnaughts’ quar-
terback went back for 
a play-action fake, Wes 
Bolyard read the play 
perfectly. He sacked, 
stripped and recovered 
the fumble at the 
Lakeland 42 yard-line.

The Indians couldn’t 
capitalize on the 
turnover and were 
forced into their third 
three-and-out of the 
first quarter. Venice’s 
Drue Streich forced 
another fumble that the 
Indians recovered at the 
Lakeland 9 yard-line 
and Zach Sessa booted 
a 24-yard field goal for 
the first Indian points of 
the night.

Venice took the lead 
on their next possession 
thanks to some fancy 
footwork by quarterback 
Bryce Carpenter. With 
the ball on the Indians 
29 yard-line, a pair of 
Dreadnaught defenders 
had their sights set on 
sacking Carpenter for a 
huge loss.

While Carpenter 
was scrambling in the 
backfield, Jaivon Heiligh 
worked his way behind 
the Lakeland secondary. 
Carpenter got away 
from the defenders 
and launched a pass to 
a wide-open Heiligh, 
who caught the ball at 
the Lakeland 40 and 
went the rest of the way 
untouched for the score.

Lakeland needed 
just over a minute and 
a half to go 80 yards 
and retake the lead 
on a 1-yard keeper by 
Thomas. They repeated 
the performance on 
their next drive and 
expanded their lead on 
a 13-yard scoring jaunt 
by Demarkcus Bowman.

Venice looked to get a 
little momentum going 
into the half by scoring 
on a two-minute drill. 
They were heading in 
that direction until a 
holding penalty wiped 
out a 43-yard catch 

by Heiligh that would 
have put the ball at the 
Lakeland 2-yard line.

Zack Sessa’s 47-yard 
field goal attempt 
against a stiff wind from 
the east ended the first 
half.

“We knew at halftime 
that we had to dig deep 
and come together as 
a group — and that 
we had to punch it in 
somehow,” Carpenter 
said. “We knew coming 
in that this would be a 
dogfight to the end and 
we knew we’d have to 
keep fighting,” 

Another Lakeland 
fumble bounced 
Venice’s way early 
in the third quarter. 
Carpenter led the 
Indians on a 66-yard 
drive and would score 
on a 2-yard keeper with 
just under five minutes 
left in the third quarter.

Carpenter gave the 
Indians the lead on 
their next possession. 
After hitting Heiligh 
for a 28-yard strike 
down the right side-
line, the rising senior 
quarterback hurdled a 

defender on a 13-yard 
run for a first down 
and finished the drive 
by dragging a pair of 
Lakeland defenders 
into the end zone for 
the go-ahead score.

“The offensive line 
did a great job and 
made some blocks,” 
Carpenter said. “The 
running backs were 
making great blocks 
and I was just able to 
get in the end zone.”

Carpenter and the 
Indians were trying 
to run down the clock 

in the final minutes 
but stalled around 
the Lakeland 30 yard-
line. Brown blocked 
a field goal attempt 
by Sessa, which the 
Dreadnaughts recov-
ered near midfield with 
a little over a minute 
left in the game.

Tyrone Barber sacked 
Thomas for a loss of 
almost 20 yards on the 
first Lakeland play but 
was later called for a 
roughing the passer 
penalty that gave 
Lakeland a first down 
when Venice thought 
the game was over.

Lakeland first downs 
and penalties kept 
the drive going until 
Lakeland had one last 
gasp. 

On the game’s final 
play, Thomas launched 
a pass toward Keon 
Zipperer in the back 
corner of the end zone. 
Two Indian defenders 
battled Zipperer for the 
ball, which fell harm-
lessly to the ground as 
the final horn sounded.

“It felt like we won 
the game three times,” 
Shannon said. “Every 
time we were ready to 
celebrate, they got a 
first down or a penalty 
that kept the drive 
alive. We basically had 
to win it three times, 
but I’m so proud of 
how they persevered 
and how they worked 
all spring. That’s going 
to carry us into the 
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Bryce Carpenter hurdles over a Lakeland defender on his way to what would ultimately be the 
winning touchdown in this week’s 23-20 spring game win over the Dreadnaughts.

Damian Broan makes a tough catch in traffic during this week’s spring game against Lakeland.

Venice’s Sam Whitney (25) dodges a Lakeland defender during the early stages of this week’s 
spring game.

Venice defensive coordinator Larry Shannon addresses his team 
in the moments following their 23-20 win over Lakeland.

The Venice offensive line and Lakeland defensive line prepare 
to battle in the trenches during this week’s spring game.

Jaivon Heiligh leaves a trail of Lakeland defenders in his wake 
as he scores a 71-yard touchdown in this week’s spring game.

Venice tight end Zach Fryar (right) and Lakeland defensive back 
Lorenzo Brown get airborne while battling for a pass during 
this week’s spring game. THRILLER | 15
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summer and I’m look-
ing forward to what this 
team has in store.”

Carpenter threw for 
176 yards and added 
147 yards on 29 carries. 
Heiligh caught nine 
passes for 152 yards. 
Venice’s defense forced 
three turnovers and 
held Lakeland off the 
board in the second 
half.

“That second half 
speaks volumes of our 
kids about how they 
work and how they 
believe,” Shannon said. 
“No one ever doubted 
or dropped their heads 
or folded their tents. 
They really believed 

that if they kept fight-
ing, they had a chance. 
We kept grinding and 
grinding and kept 

pressing ... and finally 
things started to come 
our way.”

Email: slockwood@venicegondolier.com
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SUN PHOTOS BY JEFFERY 
SCOTT FRAYER

Above: Penalty flags fly in 
from all directions after a 
Venice sack in this week’s 
spring game against Lakeland. 
The teams kept referees busy 
as there were over 20 penal-
ties called in the game.

Venice’s Noah Lay tries to bring down Lakeland running back Demarckus Bowman during this 
week’s spring game.

Venice quarterback Bryce Carpenter threw for 176 yards and a 
touchdown in this week’s spring game against Lakeland.

Venice linebacker Caleb Smith and a host of Indians take down Lakeland running back Demarkcus 
Bowman for a loss during this week’s spring game.

Venice players celebrate their 23-20 victory over Lakeland in this week’s spring game.
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 YEARS IN 
 BUSINESS

 101 San Marco Drive, 
 Venice, FL 34285

 N OK OM IS  L ess tha n  3 m iles to bea ch. Bea u tifu l
 3BD /3BA hom e w /d en , bon u s room . Ca thed ra l 
 ceilin gs. Open  floor pla n . Plen ty of stora ge. 4 ca r 

 ca rport.   M L S#5909961    $185 ,000

 BIK E TO VEN IC E BEAC H  3 bed room  1 1/2  ba th 
 hom e w ith extra  fu rn ished  efficien cy 

 on  la rge corn er lot, in vestm en t opportu n ity  
 M L S#N5910561    $3 95 ,000 

 JU ST BLOC K S FROM  G U LF!   Bea u tifu l flow ers a n d  shru bs 
 a ccen t hea ted  pool of 3 bed room  d ow n tow n  vehicle hom e w ith 

 m a n y n ew er im provem en ts, a  rea l fin d . M L S#N5910990 
 $5 3 5 ,000

 M OVE IN  READ Y  - TROPIC AL PARAD ISE!   2 Bed room , 
 2 Ba th F u rn ished  Sa ba l Tra ce Villa  w ith screen ed  la n a i, open  
 k itchen /split bed room  pla n , Ga ted  com m u n ity w ith hea ted  
 pool, exercise room  a n d  clu bhou se, a  tru e tropica l pa ra d ise!

 M L S#N5912377  $209,5 00

 N EW
 PR

ICE

 TU RN K EY  U PD ATED  ..... Bea u tifu lly fu rn ished  2/2 con d o, 
 n ew  sta in less a pplia n ces, la rge hea ted  pool a n d  

 clu bhou se, d ow n tow n  Ven ice bik e to bea ch loca tion
 M L S#N5912003 New  Price..  $209,5 00    

 OPE
N  SU

N  1
-3

 104 2 BIRD  BAY  W AY  #284   Ra rely a va ila ble 2 bed room  
 tu rn  k ey fu rn ished  con vertible Ba yhou se Con d o, 32 ft. 
 gla ssed  in  F lorid a  room  overlook s Cu rry Creek  a n d  

 L ega cy Tra il M L S#5912830   $179,900    

 1ST FLOOR W ITH G ARAG E!
 2 Bed room  2 ba th M a gn olia  Pa rk  Con d o, 
 room y open  pla n  en d  u n it, a  m u st see.

 M L S#N5912322  $189,000

 VEN IC E ISLAN D !  Bella gio 3 bed room  a n d   pool, E a t-in  
 k itchen  w ith cen ter isla n d , cu stom  pla n ta tion  shu tters 
 throu ghou t, ba ck  ya rd  priva cy, n ew  im provem en ts 

 a bou n d , ga ted  com m u n ity w ith ten n is cou rt 
 M L S#5912960  $4 5 9,900

 Priva te Sea  W a lled  Boa t D ock   in clu d ed  w ith
 2 bed room  2 ba th. U pgra d ed  villa  a lon g Ta rpon  
 Cen ter D rive in  Ven ice, n o brid ges to Gu lf. Va lu e 
 pa ck ed  offerin g M L S#N5912140  $4 79,000

 AN N U AL REN TALS

 3 /2/2 V. G a rd en s La ke . . . . . . . . . . . . . U n f $1,5 00/M o

 2/2 C o n d o , M issio n  La kes . . . . . . . . . Furn  $1,25 0/M o

 2/2 Ven ice Isla n d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U n f. $1,000/M o

Golf Directory

 1350 Bobat Trail, North Port
 Call For Tee Times  941-429-0500

 www.bobcattrailgc.com

 Burnt Store Golf Club
 941-637-1577

 PUBLIC  WELCOME
 Visit us @ bsgac.org

 24315 Vincent Ave., Punta Gorda
 off Burnt Store Road
 Call for directions

 PORT CHARLOTTE
 GOLF CLUB

 22400 Gleneagle Ter.
 Pt. Charlotte

 941-625-4109
 www.portcharlottegc.com

 The
 Palms

 697-8118

 The
 Links

 697-8877

 The
 Hills

 697-2414

 Long
 Marsh

 698-0918
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 941-429-3110

 5301 HERON CREEK BLVD., NORTH PORT
 Between US 41 & I-75 Exit 182

 423-6955  • www.heroncreekgcc.com

 P REMIER  
 P RACTICE  
 F ACILITY

 N EW  
 T IFEAGLE  
 GREENS

 Take a tour online at: DeepCreekGolf.com

 Call 
 625-6911 

 for
 Tee Times 
 & Lessons “Nice People, 

 Great Golf”

 Open 
 To The 
 Public

 27
 Holes

 Lifetime Golf Rates 
 888-663-2420

 www.sunnybreezegolf.com

 TWIN ISLES CC
 Championship Golf Course

 Under Age 60 - Membership $150 Mo. 
 Accepting Non Member Play While We Fill Our Roster

 Golf, Seasonal, Tennis & Social Memberships
 301 Madrid Blvd., Punta Gorda

 941-637-1232 ext. 2 • www.twinislescc.org

 1/2 mile south of Burnt Store Rd. on US 41 in Punta Gorda

 941-639-5440       www.seminolelakes.net

 Best Value in S.W. Florida

 Seminole Lakes
 Country Club

 Open 
 to the 
 Public

 A Resident owned Community

 2100 KINGS HIGHWAY
 PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33980

 941-629-1666

 • PAR 62 EXECUTIVE COURSE 
 • A FUN GOLF EXPERIENCE 

 • ALWAYS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION 
 • MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

 www.MyakkaPinesGolfClub.com
 2550 S. River Rd., Englewood

 941-474-1753

 Brand New Ron Garl
 Designed Greens

 27
 H OLES

 Executive Golf 
 Course

 Walk 9 holes for $5.00
 863-993-2221 or 941-764-6700

 12865 SW Hwy. 17, Arcadia
 Located near Wal-Mart Dist. Center

 COURSES COURSES

Great New 
Memberships
Available

from
$1,400

Open
to the
Public

 www.kingswaycountryclub.com 
 1-mi. East I-75 exit 170 Kings Hwy

 Kingsway Country Club
 Pure Championship Golf

 Call for
 Current Rates


