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So many brides come to me feeling overwhelmed. They don’t know where to begin planning or what it will 
cost. As we move through the consultation process many brides find that although they would love the full 
services of a wedding planner the investment feels too large after everything they have just learned. 

This manual is a culmination of my time and experience as well as various resources. I created this as a one 
stop planning guide for those brides on a budget and those planning at least a year in advance. 

This guide allows you to take the time you need to understand each and every detail and make decisions on 
what you may or may not want on your special day. I hate seeing brides get in over their head financially and 
have to pinch pennies where they may not have to or on things that are important to them because they have 
already spent the money elsewhere. 

In today’s world you have tremendous amount of resources at your fingertips. It is likely you found our 
company on a Wedding or Event Planning site, therefore many brides ask themselves why they would pay 
for full service planning when they can do it themselves? I feel that is a valid question and this guide is the 
answer to that in one of two ways:

 1. This guide will either show you the amount of detail involved in planning and executing a wedding 
     and you will quickly decide to hand it over to a professional planner. 
 2. Or you are a bride with the time and resources to put this plan into action. I have left no stone 
     unturned in this manual. 

No matter your choice, we are here to help! I am always excited to work with clients and this has given me 
an even greater opportunity to broaden our services and help even more couples. As you work through this 
book and you have questions or comments please email me directly any time at amanda@bellasapore.com. 
As much as you will learn from us, we are constantly learning and growing because of each and every bride. 

So lets roll up our sleeves and dive into planning the wedding of your dreams! 

Amanda is the Founder and CEO of Events by Bella. She has been featured in The Knot 
Magazine, The Knot Website, Borrowed and Blue and Destination Weddings and Honeymoon’s 
as a premier planner for North and South Carolina. She has contributed to and is a featured 
vendor of Wedding Lovely and is featured in a Blog series on Planners Lounge. 

Her passion for food, wine and all things Italian has defined her brand over the years and 
brought a unique feel to how she services her brides. 
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Bride’s Side
Get specific about who you want in your bridal party and who you will need to consider. Traditionally you 
have the same number of Groomsmen and Bridesmaids, but you certainly don’t have to do this.

If you are on a tight budget, keep your numbers low, this will save you money on everything from flowers 
to bridal gifts. Also, try to limit to only two or three toasts, if you want more than that, have some at 
Rehearsal Dinner too. 

Mother

Father

Step-Mother

Step-Father

Grandmother - Mom’s Side

Grandfather - Mom’s Side

Grandmother - Dad’s Side

Grandfather - Dad’s Side

Flower Girl(s)

Maid of Honor

Bridesmaid 1

Bridesmaid 2

Bridesmaid 3

Bridesmaid 4

Bridesmaid 5

Special Guest/Family

Special Guest/Family

Special Guest/Family

Making
Toast

Bridal party



8 months prior
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month_________________________

monday tuesday Wednesday thursday friday saturday sunday

Book Catering Tasting
Buy your wedding dress
 Decide on your headpiece and veil
 Schedule your fittings
 Buy all your dress accessories and shoes
Book your caterer
Research invitation/program/save the dates
Start gift registry or honemoon fund
 Connect your gift registry to wedding website

8 Months Prior
Pro Tips:

1. Here is the thing about wedding dress shopping. 
You can mark tons of pages in a catalogue and 
likely they will all be a similar design. But be 
prepared that when you go to the shop, you will 
likely end up in something you never imagined 
you would like!

2. Once you pick a design for stationery, order it all 
at once if you can. It saves some small steps, but 
it is worth not having to order multiple times. 
If you decide to do a program, this may have to 
be designed later on. (FYI: If you are not having 
a church service, you can nix the program or 
program cards, save yourself time and money!)
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photoGraphy

11. Do you have a package that includes engagement photos?

12. Do you have a contingency plan for weather, staffing issues etc.?

13. Do you charge for travel?

14. Do you have a rule about other people taking photos?

15. Do you need to visit my venue in advance?

16. How long will you be on site? What is the charge if you go over your hours?

17. What is included with your packages? Do you have a fee schedule for extras I might want?

18. How do you send the photos to us?

19. Do you offer touch-up services? Is there a fee?

20. When will we get the completed package?

21. What is your ordering process? Do you offer albums? 


