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Inside this Issue:

At A Glance 2
Lenten Recital’s 3
UMW 4
Church Helpers 5

Education 6

Further Down the Road — But Still Not There Yet

When we’re children our impatience seems a little more justifiable. We don’t understand the rela-
tionships between time and distance, and so it is at least understandable why the moans from the
backseat ask, “Are We There Yet?” But sometimes, even the drivers, and the front seat dwellers
ask this question, perhaps in hushed ways, but nevertheless, they are weary from the journey and
they wonder aloud or in silence, “Are we ever gonna get there?”

We experience this situation in our spiritual lives as well sometimes. We wonder when it is that
we're gonna get there. When are we going to have this sense of spiritual wholeness? When is it all
going to click?

Sometimes we fail to see the value in the journey. Sometimes we don’t realize that so much of our
lives is spent in transition, that we need to see the value and the goodness of God at work in those
spaces too.

We aren’t just on a journey individually, the whole human community is. Who would’ve thought
that in 2018, we'd still have so many problems? School shootings, alcohol and drug addiction, vio-
lence and hatred stemming from racism and white supremacy, unprecedented reports of sexual
harassment or assault of women. The list could go on and on. We still aren’t there yet.

Do you remember the Israelites who were in the desert? When Moses went up the mountain to
be in the presence of God, to be the representative of the people and receive God’s moral code
for humanity — the people below Mt. Sinai decided to cast a golden calf, and they actually bowed
down before the calf and proclaimed thanks to that metal idol, rather than the God who had led
them from captivity in Egypt. Moses actually had to convince God to not destroy Israel right then
and there. God relented because Moses reminded God of the promises that he had made to the
fathers of this wayward group of people —to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You see God’s people
have always struggled with devotion, obedience, and patience along the way. We would like to
think that we’re different than those golden calf worshippers, but sadly we have much in com-
mon.

So, what must we do to persevere along the journey — we must see the value in each and every
step along the way. God gives us this day, this moment, and the people with whom we share it for
only a little while. Each and every bend in the road is a chance to view a new place and to realize
that we’re closer than we were before. Lent reminds us that we have a role to play in the great
drama of God’s redemptive movement in the Passion and Resurrection. Our role is to believe, to
accept, to claim the grandness of what Jesus has done for us. As we get closer and closer to East-
er, let’s remember that. | urge you to find a way of claiming Christ again this Holy Week, either in
our services at church or in your own devotional life, don’t let this journey cause you to despair,
because there is more joy in our human journey than we realize.

| hope to see you Sunday!

Grace & Peace,

Erichv
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MARCH AT A GLANCE:
3/ 4 Communion to Nursing, meet at 2:15pm

3/ 4 Volunteer 1 hour at Page One, meet there at 3pm

3/5 Finance Committee, 7pm, Image Class

3/ 5 Smart Beginnings, 7-9pm, FH*

3/ 7 Lenten Recital, Noon - Dr. Tonya Menard, Voice/Piano
3/ 7 Children’s Choir, 6pm

3/11 Daylight Savings - Spring Forward!

3/11 Church Council, after late worship, Image Class

3/12 Trustee’s Committee, 7pm, Image Class

3/14 Lenten Recital, Noon - Laura Douglass/Judith Anderson
3/15 Women’s Book Club, 6:30pm, Beverly Wood's
3/17 St. Patrick's Day Dinner, 6-8pm, FH

3/21 Lenten Recital, Noon - Virginia Bethune, Harp
3/22 Faith on Tap, 6:30pm, Hawksbill Brewery

3/25 Palm Sunday / Greeter Training 5pm w/Pizza
3/26-29 Holy Week Svc. Luray Christian at Noon

3/29 Noon Cross Walk - Meet at Luray Christian Church
3/29 Holy Thursday Service, 7pm, sanctuary

3/30 Good Friday Service, 7pm, sanctuary

*Not a/our Church Event

HAPPENINGS EVERY WEEK:

Sunday, 3:30pm Rifter’s, Disciple Bible Study, FH
Tuesday-Thursday, 7:45-11:30am, 4yr olds Preschool
Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30-11:30am, 3yr olds Preschool
Tuesday Bible Study, 11am, Image Class

Tuesday | Can Club, 3-5pm - Tutoring

Tuesday ASAP, 5-7pm, Auditorium* Private class

Tuesday DNA, Disciple Nurture Action, 7pm, Parsonage
Wednesday (1st & 3rd) Children’s Choir, 6pm Underground
Wednesday Handbell Choir, 630-730pm, Auditorium
Wednesday Chancel Choir, 730-845pm, Underground
Thursday Men’s Bible Breakfast, 7:15am, FH

Thursday Noon Service - Christ Episcopal Church sk
Thursday Noon Bible Study, Image Class 'i'%):‘
Thursday | Can Club, 3-5pm - Tutoring ,%."
Thursday Praise Band practice, 7pm, Sanctuary R
Thursday Girl Scouts, 6:30-7:30pm, Image Class*

Sermon Recordings: If you missed a sermon or want to listen
to one a second time, recordings of the sermons are available
on our website for several months. Check them out at:

http://lurayumc.org/Sermons.html They may not appear imme-

diately on our website but stay tuned a week or two for them
to appear.

Harrisonburg District Newsletter can be found on the Bulletin

board, or copies in the Church Office. Note: New Harrisonburg
District Superintendent! Harrisonburgdistrict.org

Happy Birthday/
3/ 1 Jennifer Breeden

3/4 Mary Brumfield

3/4 Meredith Houff

3/ 5 Daniel Deavers

3/12 Elly Hakel 3/27 Judy Aleshire
3/12 Lenora Zirkle 3/28 Carla Chamberlain
3/12 Bj Garner 3/30 Julia Knight

3/16 Cathy Weaver  3/30 Leah Brockman
3/19 Cindy Dowrey  3/31 Cora Frymeyer
3/25 Dale Houff

3/25 Peyton Baughan

3/27 Cindy Lauritzen

3/27 Tommy Page

01 (10 O+ 1 )y 1 +2% )
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ! S

3/15/96 Bruce & June Clark 22 Years!

3/22/86 George & Cindy Dowrey 32 Years

CONGRATULATIONS!

!

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you do not see your
names, please contact the church office so we can update our records.

Please Pray for our church members in
Senior Centers & Nursing Homes:

Betsy Campbell: Olive Branch, 110 Luther Rd. Dickson, TN

37055

Hawksbill Assisted Living: Don Phillips

122 N. Hawksbill St. Luray, VA 22835
Whispering Pines: Anne Stilwell, Norma Good
200 Leakesville Rd. Luray, VA 22835

Hidden Springs: Nell Strong

973 Buck Mountain Rd., Bentonville, VA 22601

Please keep our members in your daily prayers:

Leif Carlson, Walt Gordon, June Clark, Norma Good, Anne

Stilwell, Ann Moody, George Nosek, Mary Jane Ricke
Barbara Shenk

tts,
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4 #4*
Luray United Methodist Preschool is Always Lively!
God continues to demonstrate His truth in the statement,
“Where God guides, He provides.”
Visit us sometime. We welcome visits. If you are interest-
ed in volunteering come talk to us. Kids love one on one
time with an adult while they listen to stories, play with
board games, playdough etc.
We covet your prayers. God is good! o )

Taking Reservations now for the Next b ¢ P4
School Year!

Po++ (56 (, (- nN#,
5 7 12 1 8

! 11 (- )D)#, 5 9 )
&() () Canned fruit, pasta, tuna/meat,

boxed dinners and non perishable food items. %

4 4 0 & +
Please consider joining the UMW. We would love to wel-
come every woman in the church to work with us on local
mission ministries as well as missions in other areas of the
country and around the world.

On a global level, UMW provides 12 to 13 million dollars
each year to support missions that particularly benefit the
lives of women and children.

#, ( (Y can use: File Folders, File Folder
labels and large manila envelopes. If you have any of these
items to donate, please bring them to the church office.

Corrections & Updates to the LUMC Pictorial Directory:
Julia Verba cell: 244-8402/Carey Verba 742-4110
Jim Sullivan cell: 540-209-5505

Jim & Joy Richardson P.O. Box 126 Luray
(540)235-6899 email: jimjoy321@gmail.com
Nancy Brubaker: 405 Hamburg Road Luray

Daniel Deavers: Daniel.Deavers@vadoc.virginia.gov
Daniel & Susan Brubaker: 405 Hamburg Road, Luray
Cary & Bev Wood Address: 20 Meadow Lane, Luray
Bill & Joan Cook: 10 Meadow Lane, Luray

743-3663 Email: wc54136203@gmail.com

Carol Gaunt email: cpgdriml@gmail.com

Garnett Brockman: Garnett.Brockman@vafb.com
Jim & Bonnie Sullivan phone: 540-421-3970

Judy Suddith email: jshounddogs@gmail.com

Pictorial Section: correction to name: Grieve, Christina
Please note: Beth Flickenger, Frances Holsinger,
Keith Emerson, Dorothy Weber - Deceased

Fellowship Plans 2018 - Mark Your Calendars
March 17, St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, 6-8pm
April 21, Make A Pizza & Game Night, 6-8pm (
May 19, 80’s Dance Party & Potluck, 6-8pm

Sept. 9, Church Picnic, Lake Arrowhead, 10:30 ,
October, Date TBD, Hayride & Bonfire
November 16, Turkey Trot Soup Supper, 6-8pm
December, Date TBD, Make & Take Christmas décor.
Anyone who would like to join the Fellowship Committee,
contact Carol Angier or Ron Vickers.

LENTEN NOON RECITAL SERIES 2018
Relax & Enjoy music & meditation in the sanctuary each

Wednesday from 12-12:30pm during Lent.
Free & Everyone is Welcome! Bring a Friend!
March 7 - Dr. Tonya Menard, Voice & Piano
March 14 - Laura Douglass, Organ & Piano

Judith Anderson, Cello
March 21 - Virginia Bethune, Harp

HOLY GROUNDS meeting the 1st Friday of each
month at 7pm for fellowship, warm beverages,
dessert and some type of readings/entertainment.

§

DNA - Discipleship, Nurture, Action: Meeting each Tuesday
evening at the Parsonage at 7pm.

Faith On Tap, March 22 - Meets the last Thursday of each
month at 6:30pm at the Hawksbill Brewery to fellowship and
discuss religion. Topics vary. Everyone is welcome!

Women’s Book Club - March15, Beverly Wood’s home
This group will meet the 3rd Thursday of each month at
6:30pm. See schedule on bulletin boards.

Kitchen Announcement - Please Help Us

We thank you for providing our snacks. At the conclusion of
the snack time please wash and put away all dishes. Also
clean the counter tops and tables. Please place any unused
food in Ziplock bags, found in the pantry second shelf on the
right, or if liquid, in Glad® containers, found in the pantry,
bottom shelf on the left. If you leave items in the refrigera-
tor, be sure they are marked appropriately with the date on
the Ziplock bag, or if container, using the tape and marker in
the bag on the freezer. Items left in the refrigerator are re-
moved regularly if they appear dried out or past their expira-
tion date. Also, anything you place in the freezer MUST be
dated. If not, it will be discarded. Leave the kitchen so it is
ready for the next user.
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2018 Women’s Book Club - Next Mtg. 3/15

March 15" Beverly Wood’s home

Margin: Restoring Emotional, Physical, Financial, and Time
Reserves to Overloaded Lives by Richard A. Swenson, M.D.
The subtitle says it all! A three-part book that just may
save your health and sanity.

April 19™ & May 17" Candice Bennett’s home

The Story Jar by Robin Lee Hatch and Deborah Bedford
Two stories threaded together by the concept of a "story
jar", a place for memories and mementoes that honor and
encourage mothers.

June-August: Location TBD and Sept-Oct: Location TBD
We hope you will join us! Contact Beverly Wood at 860-
0795, or beverly@thewoodhome.net with questions or to
volunteer your home.

Loaves & Fishes needs 280z jars of Peanut Butter to
send home with LES students over Spring Break.
Please bring to the church by March 18th.

Thank you!!

Walking with God

We come into the world through the miracle of love
Realizing life starts from our God up above

With only a short life on earth to face

Ultimately rescued by God’s amazing grace

God gave us Jesus his only begotten son
for us to accept before this live is done

A way to end turmoil, suffering and strife
by receiving the gift of eternal life

Walk with us Lord as we go on our way

Grant that we never waste another single day
To be with our loved ones in one single place
as we enjoy a glimpse of the dear master’s face

So Walk with God while down here below
By loving others it’ll help us all grow
Walking with God to be more giving
Walking with God, our reason for living

Amen

Walt Gordon

LOVE OTHERS THE WAY GOD LOVES YOU by Rick Warren

Love never stops being patient, never stops believing, never
stops hoping, never gives up” (1 Corinthians 13:7 GW).

The same love that God gives to you, he wants you to offer to
everybody else that you come in contact with. It’s not an option
or a suggestion. It’s a command from Jesus himself: “Now | am
giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as | have
loved you, you should love each other” (John 13:34 NLT).

If you are a follower of Christ, you must love everybody —
whether you like them or not — in the same way that Christ
loves you. That means you are to accept them completely, love
them unconditionally, forgive them totally, and consider them
extremely valuable.

Loving others in this way will transform your relationships!

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:7, “Love never stops being pa-
tient, never stops believing, never stops hoping, never gives

up” (GW).

This is how God loves you. God never stops being patient with
you. God never stops believing in you. God never stops hoping
for the best in your life. God never gives up on you. And that’s
what God wants you to do with everybody else.

“Love never stops being patient.” That means love extends
grace. You need to offer grace to others.

“Love never stops believing.” That means it expresses faith. You
tell someone, “Even though we’re having a tough time, | will
never stop believing in you.”

“Love never stops hoping.” That means love expects the best.
Are you expecting the best in your marriage, or have you settled
for less than the best?

“Love never gives up.” That means love endures the worst. It
means you can look at the other person and say, “You can throw
everything at me, but I’'m going to keep loving you, no matter
what.”

Prayer

If you want to start transforming your relationships today, then |
invite you to pray this prayer to God: “Dear God, | admit that | have
made a mess in my relationships. They’re complicated and broken,
and I've often settled for less than the best. They need a transfor-
mation! I’d like you to begin by changing me. Deliver me from my
fears, because | can see how they make me distant and defensive
and even demanding. Today and every day from now on, | want to
surrender my heart to you. | want to learn to live my life in your
love and be filled with your love.

“Help me to accept others, just as you’ve accepted me. Help me to
love others unconditionally, just as you have loved me. Help me to
forgive others totally, just as you’ve forgiven me. And help me to
value others as much as you value me. Help me to extend grace to
and express faith in the people around me. Help me to expect the
best in others, and help me to endure the worst when it happens. |
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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| MARCH CHURCH HELPERS

COMMUNION STEWARDS: READERS - 8:30: NURSERY - 8:30:
Elly Hakel 3/ 4 Gerald Dovel 3/ 4 Robert Spencer
L@3% |3/11 Debi Swing 3/11 Karen Grieve
ACOLYTES 830/11: 3/18 Jim Grieve 3/18 Betty White
3/ 4 Caden Stevens/Zach Cummings 3/25 Jeff Jennings 3/25 Carla Chamberlain
3/11 Drayvin Stevens/Allison Atkins
3/18 Abby Knesh/Berkley Bennett \ NURSERY - 11:00:
3/25 Cerenity Stevens/Jeremiah Bennett READERS - 11:00: | ' 3/ 4 Candice Bennett
3/ 4 Judy Suddith 3/11 Betty White
USHERS 1lam: 3/11 Julia Verba 3/18 Winn Jennings
3/ 4 Charlie & Laura Yates 3/18 Layne Vickers 3/25 Heather Sours
3/11 Berkley Bennett/Judy Peabody 3/25 Ron Vickers FLOWERS:
3/18 John Graves/Bill Cook e )
3/25 Jon Sisler/Robert Spencer 3/ 4 The Gordon Family
3/11 Dave Naser
GREETERS - 8:30: . - COUNTERS: 3/18 The Angier’s
3/ 4 Robert Spencer ‘R\"! 3/ 4 Ron Vickers / Karen Grieve 3/25 Palm Sunday
3/11 Matthew & Caden Stevens 3718 Koren Grieve /Gornet brackoman | SNACK:
3/18 Cerenity & Drayvin Stevens 3/ 4 The Raeburn’s
3/25 The Chamberlain’ 3/25 Karen Grieve / Cathy Whittle
€ Lhamberiain's 3/11 Betty White
GREETERS - 11:00: AUDIO VISUAL: 830 / 11am 3/18 The Lee’s

3/ 4 Sam McNeely/Robert Spencer 3/25 The Carlson’s
3/11 Mindy Bogue/Bill Duke
3/18 Alex White/ Ron Vickers
3/25 Karen Grieve/ Bill Ricketts

3/ 4 Jane Thompson/Meredith Houff
3/11 Gerald & Jeanie Judd

3/18 Daniel Brubaker/ Bill Duke
3/25 Heather Sours/Joy Richardson

REGULARLY SCHEDULED WEEKLY MEETINGS & EVENTS:

Preschool, 4yr olds- Tuesday - Thursday, 7:45-11:30am - Preschool, 3yr olds - Tuesday - Thursday, 8:30-11:30am
I Can Club, Tuesday & Thursday, 3:30-5pm

Bible Study with Pastor Ellen - 11am in the Image Class. Studying the Gospel of John
ASAP - Tuesday nights from 5-7pm in the Auditorium (non-church related)

DNA - Discipleship, Nurture, Action, Tuesday evenings, 7pm, Parsonage

Disciple Bible Study - Sunday 3:30pm in the Fellowship Hall

Children’s Choir - 1st & 3rd Wednesday’s at 6pm in the Underground (unless noted)
Hand Bell Choir - Wednesday’s, 6:30-7:30pm in the Auditorium

Chancel Choir - Wednesday'’s, 7:30-8:45pm in the Underground

Mens Bible Breakfast Club - Thursday mornings from 7:15-8:15 am

Each Thursday - 12 Noon Community Service - Christ Episcopal Church

Each Thursday - Noon - Bible Study in the Image Classroom

Praise Band Practice - Thursday nights at 7pm, sanctuary

2018 LUMC Church Council Members:

Dale Houff-Church Council Chair Cathy Weaver-Council Secretary Jeff Jennings-Lay Leader
Cathy Whittle - UMW President Sharon Surratt-Board of Trustees Larry Hakel-Financial
Walt Surratt-Treasurer Ron Vickers/Carol Angier-Fellowship Tommy Page-Outreach
Beverly Wood-Communications Julia Verba-Worship

Robert Spencer-Missions Karen Grieve-Sunday School Super.

Faith Carlson-Staff/Parish Rusty McCoy-at Large Member

Wanda Butler-at Large Member Rev. Erich Bennett
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TOPICS FOR BIBLE STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL

Tuesday Mornings, 11am, Image Class - Bible Study w/Pastor Ellen - Gospel of John
All Are Welcome to Attend in the Image Classroom
Tuesday Evenings, 7pm - DNA, at the Parsonage - Discipleship, Nurture, Action
Thursday Mornings, 7:15am - Men'’s Bible Breakfast
Breakfast and Bible study with a lot of discussion in the Fellowship Hall. “Men Only”.
Thursday’s at Noon - Bible Study in the Image Class - Bring a lunch & friend

Sunday Mornings, 9:45am Children's Sunday School
School Aged Children are taught using HeartShaper curriculum by Standard Publishing
3yr Old Sunday School Class
Preschool - Age 4 until start Kindergarten
Early Elementary - K-3rd Grade
Older Elementary - Grade 4-8
Sunday Mornings, 9:45 am High School Class, In the Underground - Grade 9-12 - Bible Verses
Adult Sunday School - All Ages - CrossWalk, Image Class, 4th Floor
Adult Women’s Sunday School Bible Study Class - Parlor, Sanctuary level
Sunday Afternoon - 3:30pm - Disciple Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall
RIFTER’s - Reading in Faith Together, book & Bible study - Disciple Version

2018 COMMUNITY NOON SERVICE - ROTATING SCHEDULE

JANUARY - LURAY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
FEBRUARY - LURAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
MARCH - CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

APRIL - LUMC

MAY - MAIN ST BAPTIST

JUNE - ST. MARK LUTHERAN

JULY - LURAY SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
AUGUST - LURAY CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
SEPTEMBER - LURAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OCTOBER - CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
NOVEMBER - LUMC

DECEMBER - MAIN ST BAPTIST

Chancel Choir: Bases: CR Suddith, Jim Ashanky, Larry Hakel,
Dale Houff, Jim Grieve; Tenors: Erich Bennett, Dave Naser;
Altos: Cathy Whittle, Alice Gray, Layne Vickers, Judy Suddith,
Carol Miller; Sopranos: Julia Verba, Elly Hakel, A
Nancy Brubaker, Cathy Ashanky, Beverly Daugherty “Jﬁ%};"-i‘}\\
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This is an informative weekly email to let you know what
is coming up or happening at the church each week.
Call or email the church office too be added to the list.
Keep in Touch!

MM,
TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN:
If you have need for prayer and would like to be ®
placed on our prayer chain, call the church office or
Peggy Turner 743-3386.
If you would like to be called when a situation comes up that
needs prayer, or if you could be a caller, calling 5 -6 persons
once you receive the message, let the church office know.

Praise Band: Cathy Ashanky-Leader/Piano/Singer, Jim
Ashanky-Singer/Devotions, Erich Bennett-Guitar, Bruce
Clark-Singer, Daniel Deavers-Drums, George Nosek-Singer,
Tommy Page-Singer/Devotions, Doug Raeburn-Guitar &

Robin Stevens-Singer X ¥
%l?w‘i
v 315( ‘

Find us on
Facebook

Luray United Methodist Church
Physical Address: 1 West Main Street

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 606 Luray, VA 22835

(540)743-6540

Fax: 743-9109

Email: lurayumc@Ilurayumc.org
Web Page: www.lurayumc.org




