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Seafarers with volunteer ship visitor Nancy Slavin (in vest) receiving their Christmas ditty bags (left) and
other seafarers carrying big sets of ditty bags into their ships (right) for later distribution to the crew.

Christmas at Sea Packing Day and Gifting
Christmas at Sea 2017 was a great success. Over 35
volunteers from all over the Bay Area came on Packing Day
(right) last October 24th to fill ditty bags for the seafarers.
Everyone enjoyed a wonderful lunch and fellowship
afterwards. The chaplains and ship visitors later delivered
945 presents to 46 ships (above). We had a great
combination of ditty bags filled with handmade knitted
items and the important hygiene items. We also donated
brand new winter jackets which the seafarers love. Many
crews tell us we are the only seafarers Center that they
receive presents from, making our work all that much more
important. All told it was a great Christmas at Sea year and
we thank all the wonderful donors and churches. Our goal
for 2018 is to gather donations all year long so we can reach
more ships and seafarers. Will you help us reach at least ten
(10) more ships this year? Contact chaplain@smgg.org
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International Maritime Center on Packing Day (above photos): Christmas at Sea gifts
packed by volunteers into ditty bags, then bundled into larger bags, ready for
transport to the ships by seafarers, chaplains and ship visitors.

A MESSAGE FROM CHAPLAIN JAMIESON PREVOZNAK
One of the biggest movies of 1958, The Lineup, shows much of the incredible scenery of San
Francisco. One of the major scenes in this crime noir film takes place at the “Seamen’s
Club” (see below). There was no such grand seafarer center in 1958 San Francisco, (they used
the YMCA on the Embarcadero, our actual Center was a house on 15th Street) but it show that
the maritime industry was at the forefront of culture. Today, I imagine this scene would not
happen in movies because the maritime culture no longer holds such a position in our
imaginations. However, we are indeed blessed to be called to support a ministry that cares for
those who are forgotten. During Christmas at Sea 2017, our ship visitor gifted two bags of
presents to the crew and one of the seafarers was so grateful he recorded a video thanking us
for the presents. The seafarer spoke to the heartache being away from his family and his joy of
seafarer centers who remember them in their hard work. Though much has changed since
1958, one thing remains the same: There are seafarers on ships who bring us all of our goods
and necessities of our daily lives. Let us never forget Psalm 107: Some went out on the sea
in ships; they were merchants on the mighty waters. They saw the works of the Lord,
God’s wonderful deeds in the deep.
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NAMMA Conference 2017 in New Orleans, LA

SMGG is a member of, and actively participates in, national and international maritime ministry and
welfare organizations. Every year we attend the North American Maritime Ministry Association (NAMMA)
conference which provides educational opportunities for our chaplain and volunteers. These conferences
are vital to building our ministry, networking with other maritime ministry professionals, and bringing the
newest support services to the seafarers. The August 2017 conference was in New Orleans, Louisiana, and
we had several SMGG/IMC volunteers attend; Helene Bunch, Margaret Reasoner, intern Lynn Chittick, and
Chaplain Jamieson Prevoznak. They were
included in the group photo above.
Margaret Reasoner gave a reading of her
wonderful book A Sailors Sunrise: Ninety
Days on Contract - Meditations of
Mariners.

Volunteer Luncheon
On Saturday December 2nd, 2017, the
International Maritime Center (IMC)
hosted a volunteer luncheon to honor and
celebrate all of the people who make this
work possible (right). Volunteers and
family members attended. Everyone was
excited to honor one of our longest
serving volunteers, Bob McKoon (with
plaque). Bob received the IMC Board of
Directors Volunteer Award. It was a great celebration filled with food, fellowship and gratitude.
Congratulations to Bob and thank you to all of our volunteers who keep the IMC open for seafarers!
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2017 YEAR IN
REVIEW
We had a
successful 2017
supporting
seafarers thanks
to all of the
volunteers,
donors, and
ship visitors. At
right, are some
of the
measurable
results of our
work. The
number of
seafarers
visiting the IMC
(green line) has
been going up
in 2017 while
the number of
ships in port
(blue bars) is staying constant. But let us remember that most of what we do, and most of our
impact on the lives of seafarers and their families cannot be measured. What we can measure
shows that our ministry improves the lives of those we serve together, with our partners, The
Mission to Seafarers (London, United Kingdom), NAMMA, and you.
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SWEDISH PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

J.B. STETSON TALK

PACIFIC SAIL & BOAT SHOW

The Story of California Steamships

https://pacificboatshow.com

A Conversation with Pierce McDonnell

April 19-22 SMGG / IMC
Information Booth

Saturday, March 17th
10 am at the IMC

Friday March 23rd at 7 PM at the IMC

Thanks for giving to SMGG, via PayPal at our website www.smgg.org and contact chaplain@smgg.org for more
information on events and volunteering. Newsletter by Jamieson Prevoznak, Roehl Cinco and Nancy Smith.
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