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The Raptor’s Roar 
Spring Activities And What To  

Do When The School Year Ends 
By Lucie McFadden &  

Ellie Noh 
Grade 6 

 
        Spring is here and the 
school year is almost over. Don’t 
know what to do when school 
ends? Well, here are some 
activities - indoor and outdoor - 
you can do in the spring and 
when school ends inside and out.  
INDOOR ACTIVITIES: 
~ Changing the color of white 
flowers. 
         You can change the color 
of white and lighter-shaded 
flowers. You can accomplish this 
activity by taking the flowers and 
putting all of them into 
individual glasses. Then you boil 
water and color it with food dye. 
Pour it into the glasses and over 
time the flowers will soak it up 
and turn a different color. 
~ Spring FOOD 
        Your favorite fruits are back 
in season! Foods like 
watermelon,   cantaloupe,  straw-                    
                                

berries, peaches, oranges, kiwi and 
blueberries. All these are very 
enjoyable and tasty. Who wouldn’t 
like some cold watermelon or 
strawberries on a warm spring day. 
~ Write short stories/make a 
journal 
        The spring is the perfect time 
to get some inspiration. All the 
flowers and greenery is really 
pretty. You can write about your 
feelings in a journal or express 
them through a poem. Or write 
how fast the school year went by. 
~ Spring Fashion/Shopping Online 
        Since the weather it getting 
warmer, you need new clothes. 
The mall is a short drive away. 
Going to the mall for a day and 
shopping is really fun. Or you can 
sit in your room on a laptop and 
order online clothes. Online 
shopping is really simple if you 
don’t like to go out in public or 
leave the house. 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: 
      Go hiking (if you didn’t get 
enough to hike at Mt. Misery) 
 
 

        If  you  go    hiking,   you  can                    
explore nature and get lots of 
exercise. 
      Sports such as swimming, 
soccer, football, etc., can get you 
outdoors often and not just stay 
home all day. 
      BBQ - Have some delicious 
ribs and corn on the cob, but make 
sure it's not a rainy day! 
      Go to a summer camp with 
your friends and have fun! 
      Go somewhere - you can 
always travel somewhere as the 
weather gets warmer. Some 
examples are the beach, the park (a 
walk with your dog if you have 
one), or a visit to a relative’s 
house. 
      A place you can go is the 
International Spy Museum in 
Washington D.C. where you can 
find material from James Bond to 
the movie Jaws and learn about 
spies and what their secret weapon 
and disguises are. 
 

Super Parties 
By Kyle Lehrfeld 

Grade 6 
 
 
       The Super Bowl is over but 
the memory of the parties, 
especially this year after the 
Philadelphia Eagles’ first win, 
may still be fresh. 
       What is your Super Bowl 
routine? Do you like to stay up 
and watch the Super Bowl, or do 
you like to go to sleep and see 
who won in the morning?  Do 
you watch alone, or go to a 
party?  Do you even care?  I have 
wondered what kind of people 
party   and    have   fun   and  who  
 

doesn’t. I decided to find out by 
asking multiple people around the 
Rosa community.  
       Mrs. Hollingsworth, teacher: 
“It’s my daughter’s birthday. We 
celebrate with friends and family 
and hope she receives the gift of a 
win.” 
       Jack Rellosa, Grade 6: “I 
never really have a plan; I play it 
by ear.  If I get invited to a party, I 
go. If not, I hang at the house with 
my family and we order some 
wings and a pizza.” 
       Mrs. Mark, Band Director: 
“We always go to a friend’s house 
for the Superbowl and have a lot of 
fun.” 
 
Nysa Chawla, Grade 6:  “I always 

       Nysa Chawla, Grade 6:  “I 
always either host a party or go to 
one.  It’s always super fun even 
though my team may not always 
win.” 
      Mrs. Halden, teacher:  “Every 
year we go to a party with friends 
we met more than 40 years 
ago.  This year we are hosting.” 
       As you can see, many people 
like to party in ways that work for 
them. Can’t wait for next year’s 
Super Bowl! 

Has Spring 
Sprung, yet? 
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The Phantom Of The Opera 
By Kristina Battsogt 

Special Contributor, Grade 8 
 
       The well-known and well-loved 
musical, The Phantom of the Opera, was 
presented by High School West. The music 
was provided by the school’s very own 
orchestra. The musical was based on a gothic 
tale written by Gaston Leroux and took place 
in the Paris Opera House in the 19th century. 
       The orchestra performed fantastic music 
during the whole production. The music was 
loud, powerful and graceful depending on 
the emotion of the scene.  The lighting was 
colorful and attractive. The play used special 
effects to enhance the dramatic and vocal 
presentations. For example, when the 
chandelier fell, a loud noise reverberated 
through the theater and many in the audience 
reacted in some way. There also was smoke 
during the whole performance. 
 
 

       The performers during the production I 
attended sang beautifully and acted very 
professionally. The costumes of the 
performers had a good design and there 
were many costume changes.  
       Also, the scenes were amazing. There 
were many props such as stairs, harnesses 
that lifted performers, and a moving boat. 
There were many emotional scenes and the 
iconic song, “The Phantom of the Opera,” 
was dramatic and stirring. 
       The show also featured ballerinas who 
gracefully danced besides singing and 
acting. The audience gave the performers a 
standing ovation. The whole play was well 
done and the cast of the show was extremely 
talented, artistic and professional. I have 
seen many other plays at other schools, but 
I think that this play was overall the best. It 
was hard to believe that we were watching 
a high school play.  
 

      New Jersey All State Orchestra 
auditions took place on Saturday, March 
17th, at J.P. Stevens High School in Edison, 
NJ. Over 315 students vied for a limited 
amount of seats in both the intermediate and 
high school orchestras.  
      In order to audition for this group, you 
must have been accepted into your region 
orchestra first. Rosa is in what is known as 
Region III (South Jersey). Sixteen Rosa 
orchestra members were accepted into the 
Region III orchestra, but only nine decided 
to give the All State Orchestra a go. The All 
State Orchestras are usually top heavy in 
Regions I and II students, with Region III 
having the smallest percentage of student 
represented. But this year, Rosa is right in 
the mix with six members having been 
selected. Those students are: Youbin Park, 
Isabel Lee, Youjin Park, Sehoon Kim, Erik 
Li and Jessica Wang.  
      Those six Rosa students will now spend 
the next two months rehearsing with 
students from all over the state and 
preparing for their concert to be held on 
Saturday, May 12th, at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center in Newark. 
Congratulations to them all!  
 

Annie Is Coming To The Rosa Stage 
      There’s no doubt that the recent 
weather and school closings have put a 
little bit of stress on the Rosa Drama 
Department, but it isn’t stopping them 
from putting on the finishing touches to 
their musical, Annie. Students and 
directors have been preparing since 
October to present the beloved Broadway 
production of Annie to the Rosa 
Community.  
        Annie is about an orphan who lives 
in a facility run by the mean Miss 
Hannigan. Annie believes that her parents 
left her there by mistake. When a rich man 
named Oliver "Daddy" Warbucks decides 
to let an orphan live at his home to 
promote his image, Annie is selected. 
While Annie gets accustomed to living in 
Warbucks' mansion, she still longs to meet 
her parents. So Warbucks announces a 
search for them and a reward, which 
brings out many frauds. 
       This musical has been well-loved for 
generations now, and Rosa will be 
bringing it to their stage on Friday, April 
13 and Saturday, April 14. Tickets are 
available for pre-order (which is highly 
recommended, as seating is limited) 
through the drama director, Mrs. Raditz. 
Be sure to get yours today.  
       

Rosa Will Be Well-Represented  
At N.J. All-State Orchestra 

www.rosamusicprogram.com 
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By Hunter West 
Editor-In-Chief, and 

Simon Becera, Grade 8 

 
      Grab your popcorn! These movies are 
the ones you want to catch this year. 
To start off the list: 
      20. The Grinch - Who doesn't love 
the Grinch? The classic film we all saw 
as young kids returns as a modern 
version, with The Grinch now planning 
to terrorize the residents of Whoville, as 
they plan their holiday celebration. 
Coming November 9. 
      19. Early Man – Released February 
16. From Aardman, comes a new 
inventive use of their classic Claymation 
style: Early Man. This new film pits the 
Stone Age against the Bronze Age. As 
technology advances, cavemen must find 
a way to survive.  
      18. X-Men: Dark Phoenix - When 
X-Men Jean Grey develops powers that 
corrupt her into a Dark Phoenix, the X-
Men must face the difficult choice 
whether saving an X-Men’s life is worth 
more than the safety of the world. 
Coming November 2. 
      17. Tomb Raider – Released March 
16. The hit game for an adventurer, gets 
a new movie reboot this year. After an 
unfortunate event, Lara Croft finds 
herself exploring the mysterious 
disappearance of her father. 
      16. Aquaman - After Justice 
League’s new version of the poorly 
stereotypical Aquaman, a movie was 
probably coming. Aquaman finds out he 
is the heir to the throne of Atlantis in this 
new film coming December 21. 
      15. Pacific Rim Uprising – Released 
March 23. A sequel to the previous 
Pacific Rim film is this fun action film for 
the masses. Will Jake Pentecost live up to 
his father’s legacy by fighting a new 
unstoppable threat that faces the world? 
Many will enjoy the film.  
       14. Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse - An animated movie about Miles 
Morales, the 2nd Spider-Man. Whether 
or not there is a different person under the 
mask, doesn’t change the fact that 
Spiderman can destroy any villain. 
Coming December 14. 
 
 

 Top 20 Movies To Look Forward To in 2018 
       13. Solo: A Star Wars Story - A new 
movie about the famed Han Solo. This is a 
new tale about his life before he joined the 
rebellion, coming May 25. 
       12. Mary Poppins Returns - Mary 
Poppins returns to the now grown-up Jane 
and Michael Banks, along with their three 
children. After suffering a personal loss, 
Mary Poppins and her friend, Jack, help 
cure the sadness throughout the family. 
Coming December 25. 
       11. Ant-Man and the Wasp - After 
the first movie, and the giant Thomas the 
Tank Engine toy scene, everyone wanted 
to know more about Ant-Man. With Ant-
Man now teaming up with the Wasp to 
uncover secrets, who wouldn’t enjoy this 
movie. Coming July 6.  
       10. Peter Rabbit – Released February 
9. A mix between live action and 
animation. A new twist on the old tale 
about the rabbit who takes the farmers’ 
carrots and vegetables. 
       9. The Incredibles 2 - After a 
cliffhanger ending from the first one, many 
years later we finally get a sequel. This 
will be an INCREDIBLE movie to watch! 
Coming June 15 
       8. Mission: Impossible 6 - Another 
sequel in the successful series. Many 
viewers enjoy the catchy Mission: 
Impossible Theme Song. Coming July 27. 
       7. Maze Runner: The Death Cure – 
Released January 26. A very exciting 
release for Maze Runner fans. 
       6. Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald - A sequel to the Fantastic 
Beasts movie series. After the success of 
the first film, this film is bound to be a 
success like the first film. 
Coming November 16. 
       5. A Wrinkle in Time – Released 
March 9. This film is about a girl, Meg, 
whose father is exploring new means of 
transportation by bending reality. He goes 
missing and is trapped by a new darkness. 
The book has a huge fan base. Will the 
movie disappoint? 
       4. Black Panther – Released 
February 16. Another entry from 
MARVEL with the new mysterious hero 
from Captain America: Civil War. He 
returns as king of his homeland Wakanda, 
which is threatened by a conflict. 
 
 
 

       3. Jurassic World: Fallen 
Kingdom - Another sequel, but here 
Owen and Claire return to the island 
where Jurassic World was built to save 
dinosaurs from an erupting volcano. 
Coming June 22. 
       2. Ready Player One - 
Coming March 30 is this very anticipated 
film with many references to pop culture. 
After the creator of a hit online 
multiplayer virtual reality game, The 
Oasis, dies, he reveals in his will an 
Easter Egg in his game. Many struggle to 
find it, but it becomes a matter of life or 
death.  
       1. Avengers: Infinity War - Of 
course this is in first…..You probably 
knew this would be on the list. In 
November, the trailer hit number one on 
trending on YouTube. The continuation 
of this popular franchise will be released 
on May 4, with Thanos searching for the 
6 Infinity Stones.  
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  Super Bowl LII: Spotlight On The 
Game, The Commercials And Half Time 

By Nysa Chawla 
Grade 6 

 
       We all know that the Eagles won 
Super Bowl 52, which was their first 
Super Bowl win ever. Many people 
around here were super happy the 
Eagles won especially  because they 
were the underdogs.   
       For many people, the most 
interesting part of the Super Bowl is 
the game. Who will win? Who will 
lose? For others, however, the only 
reason to watch the Super Bowl is the 
commercials and the halftime show 
that always features a big name 
musical act and elaborate sets. 
       When I watch the Super Bowl, I 
enjoy it for both reasons. The game is 
always interesting, and the 
commercials and halftime are funny 
and intriguing. 
       Before the Super Bowl, I check to 
see whether  any commercials were 
leaked. This time around, I found a lot. 
Some that I found were never 
presented.  
       The most popular advertisements 
on TV were: All the continued ads of 
“Dilly Dilly” by Bud Light, Mass 
Mutual’s “Stand By You” ad, and the 
Mucinex ad, “Super Sick Monday.”  
       The “Dilly Dilly” ads focused on 
a war and “The Bud Night,” who 
carries Bud Light on his horse. Mass 
Mutual’s ad was about working 
together to achieve anything. They 
gave examples of real-life stories and 
how a community worked together. 
Finally, after the Eagles won the 
Superbowl, Mucinex released an ad 
called  
 

“Super Sick Monday.” In the 
commercial, the virus guy says that 
everyone is going to pretend that he or 
she is sick the day after the Superbowl, 
Monday, February 5, 2018.  
       Later, a shirt came out saying 
“Philly Philly” because the 
Philadelphia Eagles won the 
Superbowl. This shirt came out 
because of the famous “Dilly Dilly 
Ad.” 
      Additionally, many people talked 
about the halftime show after the 
Superbowl. Justin Timberlake 
performed parts of 11 songs that night, 
including “Filthy,” “Suit and Tie,” and 
“Can’t Stop the Feeling.” The most 
energetic song was “Can’t Stop The 
Feeling,” from the children’s movie 
“Trolls.”  Timberlake include a special 
tribute to the late singer Prince, who 
was from Minnesota, the site of Super 
Bowl 52. 
       During the tribute to Prince, a 
hologram of the late pop star was 
projected to appear as though the star 
was there as Timberlake sang several 
Prince hits. As Timberlake sang, the 
color purple was projected in tribute to 
Prince’s extremely popular hit, 
“Purple Rain.”  
       Super Bowl 52 was a great win for 
the Philadelphia Eagles, led by 
substitute quarterback, Nick Foles. It 
was a great surprise for Patriots’ fans, 
too. They didn’t expect the Eagles to 
win. The game was a lot of fun to 
watch. Besides presenting a 
championship football game, the 
Super Bowl showcases creativity 
through ads and halftime shows. It is a 
great package deal of entertainment.  
 
 
 
 

Why Are The 
Commercials At The 

Super Bowl So Random? 
By Lucie McFadden 

Grade 6 
 
      Yes, Super Bowl commercials lean 
toward the wacky and weird. Many people 
watching the big game may wonder why.  
        An explanation: The simple reason is 
memory. The craziness is remembered 
through months or at the least a couple of 
weeks. Companies make these decisions 
because a 30-second commercial to air 
during the Super Bowl costs millions of 
dollars. 
       The high price is mostly due because so 
many people are watching. The companies 
want their commercials to stand out. They 
want people to get reminded of a certain 
commercial when they are shopping. They 
want their products purchased.  
       The downside is that after a couple of 
months, the buzz for many commercials 
wears out. And for some companies, there is 
a bigger downside: some ads are forgotten 
just minutes after their viewing.  
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                                         COLORING FUN – Contributed by Maria Beaney, Grade 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 
By Giorgio Abdalla, Grade 6 

 
 
 

Every day, the ground covers with snow 
 

As April nears the snow must go 
 

Now we see the first Spring flower 
 

As we prepare for April showers 
 

A new seed of hope is planted 
 

“Hooray for Spring,” we all chanted 
 

As we all await for spring, 
 

All the joyful bells ring 
 

This new season is quite amazing 
 

The sun’s new heat is quite blazing 
 

As we see snow and fill with fear 
 
We must know that Spring’s joys are near. 
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Across 
2. April _____ bring May flowers                                     
4. A plant with petals                                                   
8. What colors can be 
9. An animal, usually black and yellow 
10. The very beginning 
 
Down 
1. Something birds do 
3. Thorny plant 
4. A good kind of soil 
5. The color of spring 
6. An awesome season 
7. A nice smell 
 

A Spring Puzzle 
Contributed by Kyle Lehrfeld 

Grade 6 
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By Maureen Castle 
Grade 7 

 
       This issue’s animal is the African 
elephant. You probably have heard of 
the African elephant, because they are 
very well-known for their place in 
movies and literature. The African 
elephant is the largest living mammal 
on land. Male elephants can weigh up 
to 6 tonnes, while female elephants can 
weigh up to 3 tonnes. The largest 
recorded specimen weighed ten 
tonnes. The elephant’s skull makes up 
25% of its body weight. The African 
elephant has brownish grey wrinkly 
skin. It has two large ears that it uses 
for body temperature. One of the 
African elephant’s defining features 
are its tusks, which grow throughout 
it's life. Both female and male African 
elephants have tusks. Another one of 
the African elephant’s features is its 
trunk. They use their trunks to touch, 
drink, and greet other elephants. 
African elephant family groups 
contain about 10 elephants. The 
elephants in the groups are all closely 
related, similar to human families. 
African elephants can live up to 70 
years. African elephants are very 
emotionally intelligent. When a 
predator approaches a group of 
elephants, the adults will form a circle 
to protect the calves (baby elephants). 
Elephants can also recognize elephant 
bones. Elephants are considered 
vulnerable, because they are hunted 
for their tusks, which are ivory.   
 

Awesome 
Animals By Maria Beaney 

Grade 6  
 
       The flamingo is a large colourful 
bird found both in South America and 
Africa. The flamingo is also found in 
the warmer areas of southern Europe 
and western Asia. 
      The flamingo stays in flocks of up 
to around 200 birds and feeds on fish 
in stiller rivers and lakes. The flamingo 
usually gets to about 30 years old 
although it is not uncommon for some 
flamingos to get to 50 years old. 
       Most species of flamingo are a 
pinky/orange colour, some, however, 
can be white, black or even blue. The 
color of the flamingo comes from the 
flamingo eating a type of algae that 
then turns the flamingo into the bright 
pink bird with which we are so 
familiar.   
       The flamingo is often seen on the 
banks of the lake standing on one leg. 
The flamingo is actually sleeping 
when it is on one leg but the strange 
thing is, that only half of the flamingo 
is actually asleep - the half that 
contains the leg still standing remains 
active. The flamingo then swaps over 
so that the remaining side can get some 
rest and the side that was sleeping 
becomes active again. 
       There are six different species of 
flamingo found around the world. The 
different flamingo species are the 
greater flamingo which is the most 
widespread species of flamingo found 
in Africa, Southern Europe and 
Southern Asia. The lesser flamingo is 
the most numerous species of flamingo 
and is found in Africa and Northern 
India. The Chilean flamingo is a large 
species of flamingo that is found in 
South America. The James's flamingo 
is a small and delicate species of 
flamingo that is found in the Andes 
mountains in Peru, Chile, Bolivia and 
Argentina. The Andean flamingo is 
closely related to the James's flamingo   
 

and is also found in the Andes 
mountains in Peru, Chile, Bolivia and 
Argentina. The American flamingo is 
a large species of flamingo that is 
found in the Caribbean islands and the 
Galapagos islands. 
      Flamingos use their large, oddly 
shaped beaks to filter shrimp out of the 
water. The flamingo uses its strangely 
shaped upside-down beak to separate 
mud and food in the water. The mouth 
of the flamingo is covered in little hairs 
called lamellae that assist in the 
filtering of water. The  flamingo also 
has a rough tongue that the flamingo 
also uses to help it to filter food from 
the water. 
       Although flamingos only nest once 
a year, flamingo colonies are known to 
breed at any time of the year. A 
flamingo reaches sexual maturity 
(which means the flamingo is able to 
breed) when the flamingo is between 3 
and 6 years old. Flamingos build their 
nests from mud, stones and feathers 
and do so about six weeks before they 
lay their eggs. Flamingos tend to lay 
just one egg that hatches after a 30-day 
incubation period. Both the mother 
flamingo and the father flamingo are 
known to help to raise the flamingo 
chick. 
    Flamingos have relatively few 
predators in the wild but this is 
dependent on the area in which the 
flamingo inhabits. Human hunters, 
wild dogs and crocodiles are the main 
predators of the flamingo, along with 
eagles that prey upon the flamingo 
eggs and vulnerable flamingo chicks. 
 

A Most Colorful Bird 
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By Maria Beaney 
Grade 6  

 
       Mount Vesuvius, a volcano near the 
Bay of Naples in Italy, is hundreds of 
thousands of years old and has erupted 
more than 50 times. Its most famous 
eruption took place in the year 79 A.D., 
when the volcano buried the ancient 
Roman city of Pompeii under a thick 
carpet of volcanic ash. The dust “poured 
across the land” like a flood, one witness 
wrote, and shrouded the city in “a 
darkness…like the black of closed and 
unlighted rooms.” Two thousand people 
died, and the city was abandoned for 
almost as many years. When a group of 
explorers rediscovered the site in 1748, 
they were surprised to find that underneath 
a thick layer of dust and debris Pompeii 
was mostly intact. The buildings, artifacts 
and skeletons left behind in the buried city 
have taught us a great deal about everyday 
life in the ancient world. 
 
LIFE IN POMPEII 

      Ever since the ancient Greeks settled in 
the area in the 8th century B.C., the region 
around Mount Vesuvius and the Bay of 
Naples attracted wealthy vacationers who 
wanted to soak up the sun and the scenery. 
By the turn of the first century A.D., the 
town of Pompeii, located about five miles 
from the mountain, was a flourishing 
resort for Rome’s most distinguished 
citizens. Elegant houses and elaborate 
villas lined the paved streets. Tourists, 
townspeople and slaves bustled in and out 
of small factories and artisans’ shops, 
taverns and cafes, and brothels and 
bathhouses. People gathered in the 20,000-
seat arena and lounged in the open-air 
squares and marketplaces. On the eve of 
that fateful eruption in 79 A.D., scholars 
estimate that there were about 20,000 
people living in Pompeii and the 
surrounding region. 

MOUNT VESUVIUS 

      The Vesuvius   volcano  did   not   form     

 

POMPEII 
overnight, of course. In fact, scholars  say       
that the mountain is hundreds of thousands 
of years old and had been erupting for 
generations. In about 1780 B.C., for 
example, an unusually violent eruption 
(known today as the “Avellino eruption”) 
shot millions of tons of superheated lava, 
ash and rocks about 22 miles into the sky. 
That prehistoric catastrophe destroyed 
almost every village, house and farm 
within 15 miles of the mountain.                                        
But it was easy to overlook the mountain’s 
bad temper in such a pleasant, sunny spot. 
Even after a massive earthquake struck the 
Campania region in 63 A.D. - a quake that, 
scientists now understand, offered a 
warning rumble of the disaster to come - 
people still flocked to the shores of the Bay 
of Naples. Pompeii grew more crowded 
every year. 

79 A.D. 

      Sixteen years after that telltale 
earthquake, in August 79 A.D., Mount 
Vesuvius erupted again. The blast sent a 
plume of ashes, pumice and other rocks, 
and scorching-hot volcanic gases so high 
into the sky that people could see it for 
hundreds of miles around. (The writer 
Pliny the Younger, who watched the 
eruption from across the bay, compared 
this “cloud of unusual size and 
appearance” to a pine tree that “rose to a 
great height on a sort of trunk and then 
split off into branches”; today, geologists 
refer to this type of volcano as a “Plinian 
eruption.”) 

      As it cooled, this tower of debris 
drifted to earth: first the fine-grained ash, 
then the lightweight chunks of pumice and 
other rocks. It was terrifying. “I believed I 
was perishing with the world,” Pliny 
wrote, “and the world with me.” As it 
turned out, most Pompeians had plenty of 
time to flee. 

      For those who stayed behind, however, 
conditions soon grew worse. As more and 
more ash fell, it clogged the air, making it 
difficult  to  breathe.  Buildings   collapsed.         

Then, a “pyroclastic surge” - a 100-miles-
per-hour surge of superheated poison gas 
and pulverized rock - poured down the side 
of the mountain and swallowed everything 
and everyone in its path. 

      By the time the Vesuvius eruption 
sputtered to an end the next day, Pompeii 
was buried under millions of tons of 
volcanic ash. About 2,000 people were 
dead. Some people drifted back to town in 
search of lost relatives or belongings, but 
there was not much left to find. Pompeii, 
along with the smaller neighboring towns 
of Stabiae and Herculaneum, was 
abandoned for centuries. 

REDISCOVERING POMPEII 
      Pompeii remained mostly untouched 
until 1748, when a group of explorers 
looking for ancient artifacts arrived in 
Campania and began to dig. They found 
that the ashes had acted as a marvelous 
preservative: Underneath all that dust, 
Pompeii was almost exactly as it had been 
2,000 years before. Its buildings were 
intact. Skeletons were frozen right where 
they’d fallen. Everyday objects and 
household goods littered the streets. Later 
archaeologists even uncovered jars of 
preserved fruit and loaves of bread! 

      Many scholars say that the excavation 
of Pompeii played a major role in the 
neoClassical revival of the 18th century. 
Europe’s wealthiest and most fashionable 
families displayed art and reproductions 
of objects from the ruins, and drawings of 
Pompeii’s buildings helped shape the 
architectural trends of the era. For 
example, wealthy British families often 
built “Etruscan rooms” that mimicked 
those in Pompeian villas. 

      Today, the excavation of Pompeii has 
been going on for almost three centuries, 
and scholars and tourists remain just as 
fascinated by the city’s eerie ruins as they 
were in the 18th century. 
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  Colorful Clusters 
By Abigail Yu 

Grade 7 
 

Nature’s lush, delicate treasures 
Orchids are graceful exotic bloomers. 

Each diverse, yet elegant 
Clusters of rich hues of color 

 
Petals extend out gracefully 

Its leaves a brilliant hue of dark green 
Longingly to be admired 

From a distance can be vividly seen 
 

Its flowers dotted with color 
Ranging from shades of pinks, reds, and purples 

They are tropical, artsy plants 
Diffused with rare blossoms so colorful 

 
They are long lived, nature’s beauties 

Asleep during several months of the year 
With love and care, orchids will thrive 
For people rendering them so, so dear 

 

CHOPSTICKS 
 

By Abigail Yu 
Grade 7 

 
 

Recognized in Asian cultures 
Purposeful for many generations 
Chopsticks are a great treasure 
Deep within my Asian heritage. 

 
Simply made of polished wood 

Or lavishly embossed with calligraphy 
Easily grasping noodles and such 

They are designed to pick up my food. 
 

Positioned between my two fingers 
I can hold them a number of ways. 
Picking up food with graceful ease 

Using them is as easy as one, two, three! 
 

The utensils are a glimpse into my life 
The ability to use them so effortlessly 

My Asian family renders them so dearly. 
筷子 

 

Living History Times Eighty-Two 
      For many, the 3:00 p.m. bell signals 
the end of the day, but for eighty-two 
Rosa student historians, it is just the 
beginning.  B103 transforms from a 
typical classroom into a portal to the 
past. Students meet each day after school, 
Friday evenings and many Saturdays to 
research, produce and present their 
historical findings in one of five ways:  
website, paper, performance, exhibit or 
documentary. The tools they wield are a 
pen, a Chromebook and an open mind. 
They call themselves “the kids in blue” 
because of the dark blue shirts they wear 
when competing.  
       The students are members of the 
National History Day Club, in its 11th year 
under the guidance of Ms. Christy 
Marrella, Humanities teacher on LC 7. 
There are NHD clubs in schools across the 
country and the world. The rigor required 
for success in NHD is intense. Students 
may spend over a  thousand  hours    to     
perfect     a      project.      If   a   panel  of 

judges advances a project to the state 
competition, it must be successful there to 
proceed to the national finals, held in 
Washington, D.C., in June. Ms. Marrella 
has taken groups to the finals every year 
that the program has existed at Rosa. 
     This year’s cohort of 82 historians is 
the largest ever, a quantum leap from the 
first year when 10 students were part of 
the program. Working in small groups, 25 
projects reflecting the 2018 NHD theme 
of “Exploring the Conflict & Compromise 
in History” were presented this year at the 
South Jersey Regional Competition held 
at Rutgers University-Camden on March 
3. Twelve Rosa teams numbering 42 
historians advanced to the state final, to be 
held on May 5 at William Paterson 
University. "I am overjoyed by how all of 
our historians did at the regional 
competition," said Ms. Marrella. "Being 
able to tell the stories of   the  past is an  
honor   and    our    kids    in    blue   truly 
represented their legacy well."                    
 
 
 

     One Rosa historian reflected on the 
experience of being part of the program. 
"NHD is more than just a day. It is more 
like a journey."   
      "It is one big family," added Lauren 
Perry. "My team and I believe in one 
another."  From the beginning, Ms. 
Marrella said she has been committed to 
instilling a sense of pride and teamwork 
in NHD participants. “Winning is never 
the focus of NHD,” she said, “rather (it is) 
that a win for one is a win for all.”  
     The twelve projects that succeeded at 
the regional competition are in the 
process of preparing for the state finals. 
"It does not matter what happens at the 
end of the day,” reflected Ms. Marrella. 
“All that matters is we are a family."  
      With the largest number of students 
attending the state competition, Ms. 
Marrella is focused on reinforcing the 
students’ pride in their projects as well as 
reminding them that "all we got is all we 
need!" 
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       These are the projects the 82 Rosa historians painstakingly prepared over the past several months. The underlined projects are the 
ones that have advanced to the state competition in May. 

 
1. Survival From Concentration Camps In Europe to Freedom in America: The Story of the Forgotten Refugees 
2. The Inevitable Consummation of the Cambodian Genocide 
3. Rich Man’s War, Poor Man’s Battle: The New York Draft Riots of 1863  
4. The Last Ordeal: The Yom Kippur War  
5. Ida B. Wells' Fight  
6. A Conflict Forgotten: The Philippine Struggle for Freedom 
7. A Queen with Dreams for a Catholic England: Bloody Mary 
8. The Battle For The Thirteenth: Lincoln and The Abolition of Slavery 
9. Murrow vs. McCarthy: A Battle That Shaped Broadcast Journalism 
10. The Churchill Club:  Individual Documentary 
11. The Strife of Thousands of Innocent Lives: The Battle of Japanese-American Internment 
12. The Proclamation of Neutrality: a Debate of Ideals vs Logic 
13. The Conflict of All, The Resolution of None: The Salem Witch Trials          
14. The Uncomforting Story of the Hidden Holocaust: Comfort Women      
15. Delirious Minds: The Conflict and Compromise of Salem                  
16. Dred Scott: A Compromise That Fueled a War, And The Conflict That Divided A Nation 
17. Look Through the Eyes of the Women’s Suffrage Movement             
18. The List that Saved Thousands:  The Plight of Oskar Schindler      
19. Forming a More Perfect Union: The Constitutional Convention 
20. Compromised by Conflict: The Bordentown School and the Struggle for Black Education  
21. Battle of the Ballot: How Controversy Corrupted the Election of 1876 
22. Hidden Human Computers: The African American Women Behind the Unveiling of Space 
23. Comprising America: The Culper Spy Ring 
24. The Battle for Afghanistan: The Rivalry of The Durrani Empire 
25. Isolationism vs. Intervention in WWII 

 
 
Exhibits: 5, 16, 7, 21 
Performances: 12 & 13 
High School: 20 & 21 
Rest are Junior Group Documentary 
 

National History Day Projects 
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March 30 – April 8 – Spring Break 

April 13 & 14 – Annie 

April 19 - 30 – PARCC Testing 

April 19 – 18th Annual Piano Recital @ Rosa, 7 p.m. 

May 2 – Rosa McDonald’s Night 

May 4 – PTA Family Fun Night 

May 10 – Small Group Ensemble Night @ Rosa, 7 p.m. 

May 21 – Instrumental Spring Concert @ West, 7 p.m. 

May 23 – Vocal, Orff, Recorder Concert @ West, 7 p.m. 
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