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Diana Sosa
Grade 8
Rosa International Middle
School opened its doors in
September 1999. That means the
2018-2019 school year marks the
school’s 20th September start. It
also means that next year, Rosa
will officially celebrate 20 full
years in existence.

A lot has happened since Rosa
opened its doors. For one, Rosa
used to be called Heritage Junior
High
School.
Declining
enrollment caused Heritage to
close at the end of the 1984-85
school year. Among the graduates
of that last Heritage class was Mr.
Jay Young, a Rosa counselor
whose son, Jack, is a
seventh
grader and whose daughter, Katie,

graduated from Rosa last year and
is now a freshman at High School
West.
Over the coming months and
continuing into next year, the
Raptor’s Roar will look back on
the history of our school. Twenty
school openings, 19 anniversaries,
a National Blue Ribbon School
Award and a two awards as a
National School of Character - that
is our school.

Halloween Throughout The Years
By Leila DeVera
Grade 6
It all started out with the
Celts. They lived 2,000 years ago
in land that encompasses today’s
Ireland, the United Kingdom and
northern France.
They celebrated their new
year on November 1. This date
began the cold winter days, and
ended summer. On the night of
October 31, they celebrated
Samhain. This was when they
believed the ghosts of the dead
returned. During the celebration
of Samhain, they also dressed up
like you would on Halloween.
However, instead of colorful
costumes and such, they would
use things like animal heads or
skin.
In the 9th century, the effect
of Christianity had spread
through the Celtic lands. In 1000

A.D., the church would make
November 2 “All Souls Day.” This
day celebrated all the dead people.
The holiday had costumes, parades
and bonfires.
Meanwhile, fast-forward to the
American colonies. Halloween
was very common in Maryland
and elsewhere. Among the
practices were “play parties”
where the neighbors would gather
and tell stories about the dead and
tell fortunes and such.
During the late 1800s, there
was a change in America where
people wanted Halloween to be
something
more than
just
gatherings and stories. So trick-ortreating
evolved.
Americans
started to dress up and go door to
door asking for candy.
And
then
the
parties,
Halloween parties evolved, parties
that focus on food, friends, and
festive costumes. During these

early festivals, people gave out
pastries called “soul cakes.”
These cakes were given in return
for a promise to pray for the cake
giver’s dead relatives.
Fun fact: Back in the earlier
days, on Halloween people
would think they would see a
ghost if they ever left their
homes. So, people would still go
out, but they would wear masks.
And to keep ghosts out of their
houses, they would put food on
their doorsteps. This would
satisfy them, the people hoped,
and keep the ghosts out of their
homes.
Halloween continues to be an
extremely popular celebration,
but it is important to remember
that it was alive and celebrated
well before we were born. Happy
Halloween!

Capturing The Halloween Spirit
By Erin Kang
Grade 8
A cool, crisp evening begins
to set in. The mood is further set
with carved pumpkins. Everyone
is getting dressed up to prepare
for some fun.
Doorbells begin ringing.
Children start eating as they walk
and walk and walk. The
pillowcases get heavier with

Skittles, M&M's, Snickers and
more.
Some houses have signs that
say: Take only one. But even the
best of children seem to take a
ton. A variety of characters fill
the streets canvassing homes for
sweet chocolate treats.
The sugar rush hits many of
the gatherers. The night and the
walking speed up until there is a
shift
in the ranks of the

collectors. The younger ones go
home. The older teens stay out to
roam. The sky gets darker. The
pumpkins shine brighter. Then
the doorbells silence.
At last, everything is quiet.
The fun-filled night comes to an
end. Halloween is over for
another year, but the children
have enjoyed their Halloween
cheer. No surprise, they begin to
yearn for next year.
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Mr. Kaiblinger’s Incredible Trip During Summer 2018
By Vivian Rong
Editor-in-Chief
Grade 8
Rosa is well into the new 2018-2019
school year and vacation dreams are old and
over. However, it’s always fun to look back
on the really special vacations we’ve had in
our lifetimes.
And lucky for us, one of Rosa’s very own
Language Acquisition teachers, Mr. Dennis
Kaiblinger, LC 6, just this summer visited
the beautiful continent of Europe with the
unique experience of literally cruising
through its wonders!
Europe is at the heart of ancient history,
big industrial movements, and key cultural
impacts. However, Europe is not just a
continent. It is so much more. Europe has
history, culture, cuisine, and much more
besides the pure beauty of its landmass. Here
are Mr. Kaiblinger’s recollections of his
wonderful experiences.
First, Mr. Kaiblinger flew to
Copenhagen, Denmark, the starting point for
his cruise along the incredible Baltic Sea. He
visited the breathtaking sea ports of
Warnemunde, Germany, Tallinn, Estonia,
St. Petersburg, Russia, Helsinki, Finland,
and Stockholm, Sweden, before returning to
beautiful Copenhagen. Wow! That is quite a
mouthful! He then kept on exploring and
went to Reykjavik, Iceland, for a couple of
days until the fun finally came to an end.
Mr. Kaiblinger said he was especially
blown away by the Russian city of St.

Petersburg. His cruise stayed there overnight
so he had the opportunity to spend two
whole days exploring the city! Mr.
Kaiblinger and his family enjoyed many
amazing palaces and cathedrals.
However, what stood out the most, Mr.
Kaiblinger said, was riding a subway during
rush hour. Even though Philadelphia, our
beloved cradle of liberty, is thousands of
miles from St. Petersburg, Mr. Kaiblinger
said the two cities have a lot in common. In
St. Petersburg, he said, local residents were
living life and doing the things they were
used to doing in their everyday lives. He
thought it was absolutely incredible to be
able to experience Russians rushing around
and leading their busy lives in the city. One
detail that especially stood out to him, Mr.
Kaiblinger said, was how St. Petersburg’s
subways were spotlessly clean and miniature
art museums in their own right.
Mr. Kaiblinger favors the idea of
visiting fresh, new places. He has been to
over 30 countries in his life and is still
longing to discover new places. Mr.
Kaiblinger also enjoyed the city of Helsinki
with its unique offerings such as reindeer
burgers, although he did not actually get to
try one.
Whenever he visits a country, Mr.
Kaiblinger gets the chance to discover its
similarities and differences compared to the
U.S. Overall, Mr. Kaiblinger said one of the
major differences between the U.S. and other
countries is that residents elsewhere seem to
live more carefree than we do. He said they

appear more relaxed and laid back and not as
rushed to get to places as people in our
country seem to be.
Because European
summers
are
shorter overall than our summers, Mr.
Kaiblinger observed that Europeans loved
gathering at outdoor cafes and restaurants.
He said these places are always filled with
people chatting over a coffee or having lunch
with friends.
Of the countries he visited this past
summer, Mr. Kaiblinger noted that Iceland
had the fewest similarities with the U.S. For
example, he said it didn’t get completely
dark until midnight so it was typical to see
people strolling out and about at 11:00 at
night.
If he could, Mr. Kaiblinger said he would
go back and explore again and again every
city he has visited. For Mr. Kaiblinger,
traveling is not just a vacation stay - it is a
hobby, a passion, and something that is
extremely important to his life.
No matter where he goes, Mr. Kaiblinger
said he has this question in his head: "Do I
go back to a place that I loved the first time
or do I look for something different?" He
loves visiting places, from major cities to the
middle of nowhere, so there are a lot of travel
options for Mr. Kaiblinger to explore.
Next up for Mr. Kaiblinger is a trip to
Moab, Utah, over Spring Break. We will be
looking for a first-hand report. Stay tuned
Raptors!

A Lack Of Sleep = No Lack Of Problems
By Lucie McFadden
Grade 7

On average, I get about six to seven
hours of sleep. I know it’s not healthy, but
I can’t fall asleep until around eleven to
midnight and I wake up at 6:30 a.m.
because of the bus schedule.
This is not an alright sleep rhythm for
anyone. Many adults and teens gloss over
the importance of sleep or complain and do
nothing about it. There are actually really
bad side effects connected with a lack of
sleep for both children and adults.
Among the potential side effects are
muscle pains, headaches, dizziness,

irritability, and memory loss. Non-efficient –
not enough and/or poor - sleep is believed to
be prominent in schools. This can lead to
lack of interest in a topic and inattentiveness.
That means grades could suffer from bad
sleeping habits.
Then there are the potential health
problems inadequate sleep may cause later in
life. Insufficient sleep over a long period has
been connected with heart attacks,
Alzheimer’s disease, Type 2 Diabetes and
psychological issues such as mental
impairment and depression.
Lack of sleep can affect the brain, body
and memory. Lack of sleep can affect the
brain by causing improper functioning of
neutrons that can cause you to get out of a

normal daily routine. Lack of sleep can
affect the body by limiting hand/eye
coordination. It can also make you feel
starved and disconnected from the things
you consume. This can lead to a dramatic
weight gain.
Getting enough sleep can build up your
brain to have a stronger memory, while
having a weird sleep pattern can do the
opposite. My advice to all of us, myself
included, is to slowly move the timing of
going to bed so that you are getting ready
for bed a little bit earlier. It’s time to take
sleep more seriously.
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8th Grade: Thoughts A (Much Overdue)
For The Final Year Tribute To Vine
By T. Rose
Grade 8

The last year at Rosa is already going
strong after a great start. I have amazing
teachers, fun classes, and wonderful
opportunities. This is absolutely going to
be the best sweet and sour year here at
Rosa.
Something to which I am definitely
looking forward is the French trip to
Quebec. The students who attend this trip
are going to be able to experience a
completely different culture than we are
used to. It will also be challenging for us
to try to speak mostly in French for the
whole trip. All in all, my experiences in
my classes so far tell me we 8th graders
will have a unique and exciting year.
Still, this will be the saddest year
because it is the last year at Rosa. From
here, we are rushed through high school,
then move on to college. It all goes so fast
when you get older.
Something to keep in mind, though,
is that you don’t have to go through it
alone. You will have friends and family
to go through it with. It is a little
overwhelming to think about it all at
once, but it all will be worth it in the end.
Just go day by day, and keep dancing
through life. Pay attention to all the small
things.

Keep In Touch
Be sure to get all important news and
updates by following Rosa International
Middle School:

Rosa International Middle
School PTA

@RIMStweets

Text: @rosams To: 81010

By Anonymous

Vine was a favorite social media of
many. In case you didn’t know, Vine
was an app where people recorded sixsecond loops. Vine ended about two
years ago, and the internet has missed it
sorely. According to former executives,
“[Vine] didn’t move fast enough to
differentiate.”
Simply put, Vine wasn’t making
enough money. Many people, on the
other hand, disagree. Vine was
spontaneous, part of why people loved it.
It forced users to limit their creative
concepts to six and a half seconds,
resulting in unique creations that would
not exist otherwise. Many Vines were
hilarious and relatable.
If you can’t think of a single Vine that
you liked, you must be lying. For
example, some common favorites are
“road work ahead?” and “FR E SH A
VOCA DO”. According to one eighth
grader, his favorite thing about Vine was
a very enthusiastic “everything.”
Despite some enthusiastic fan
support, Twitter decided to end Vine
back in 2016. Now, we have sadly
resorted to watching Vine compilations
on YouTube. But the memory of Vine
will never be forgotten. Vines are found
in Tumblr posts, videos, and screenshots.
So, as the kids say, “drop a rip in the
chat” for Vine.
Fill In The Blank:
1. Ahh! Stop, I could’ve dropped
my __________!
2. Hi, welcome to _______.
3. Can I get a _______? Can I
please get a _______?
4. “Say _________!” I’m a
________!
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Most Popular
Halloween Candy
By State
By Sophia Liu
Grade 7

What is your favorite Halloween candy?
Well, according to one survey, the most
popular Halloween candy in New Jersey is
Sour Patch Kids. Here is a listing of the
supposed favorites for each state.
Alabama – AirHeads Alaska – Snickers
Arizona – Toblerone Arkansas – Skittles
California – Lifesavers Colorado – Milky
Way Connecticut – Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups Delaware – 3 Musketeers Florida –
Nestlé Crunch Bar Georgia – Pixy Stix –
100 Grand Bar Idaho – Butterfinger Illinois –
Snickers Indiana – Reese’s Pieces Iowa –
Twix Kansas – Twizzlers Kentucky –
Whoppers Louisiana – Swedish Fish Maine –
Starburst Maryland – Almond Joy
Massachusetts – Starburst Michigan –
M&M’s Minnesota – 100 Grand Bar
Mississippi – Hershey’s Kisses Missouri –
Hershey’s Kisses Montana – Kit Kat Bar
Nebraska – Skittles Nevada – Jolly Ranchers
New Hampshire – Tootsie Rolls New Jersey
– Sour Patch Kids New Mexico – 3
Musketeers New York – Sweet Tarts North
Carolina – Butterfinger North Dakota – Sour
Patch Kids Ohio – Milky Way Oklahoma –
M&M’s Oregon – Candy corn Pennsylvania
– Swedish Fish Rhode Island – Reese’s
Peanut Butter Cups South Carolina – Candy
corn South Dakota – Laffy Taffy Tennessee
– Candy corn Texas – Candy corn Utah –
Nerds Vermont – Almond Joy Virginia –
Reese’s Pieces Washington – AirHeads West
Virginia – Oreos Wisconsin – Laffy Taffy
Wyoming – Candy corn
What is your favorite Halloween candy?
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Ways To Be “Green” On Halloween
By Sophia Liu
Grade 7

Editor’s note from Mrs. Halden: The
concept of saving – not wasting – has
become important in our society as myriad
disposable things have caused our landfills,
our homes and everywhere humans live to
overflow. Too much stuff and too much
money spent on stuff have caused many
areas to become overfilled, while others,
most notably our pocketbooks, have
emptied. Here is Sophia to the rescue with
some “green” Halloween ideas.

Idea #1: Trade Halloween costumes
with your friends! Most people buy a new
Halloween costumes every year to wear
for only one day. After that, many
costumes aren’t used again. By trading
Halloween costumes with your friends, or
wearing an old costume, you can save
money and help the environment. The
average consumer spends $30 on a
Halloween costume, according to the
National Retail Federation. By trading
costumes with a friend for a few years, you
can easily save more than $100!
Besides just saving money, this
approach also helps the environment. The
founder of Green Halloween, Corey
Colwell-Lipson, stated: “Swapping half
the costumes kids wear at Halloween
would reduce annual landfill waste by
6,250 tons.”
It turns out there’s even a day
dedicated to costume swapping! National
Costume Swap Day takes place on the
second Saturday of October. While
participating in that is too late for
Halloween 2018, it is something to
consider for next year.

Idea #2: Recycle/Upcycle your candy
wrappers! After enjoying your Skittles,
Twix, Almond Joy, or Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups, remember to recycle the candy
wrappers. You can easily reduce the amount
of trash going to landfills by recycling your
candy wrappers. Even better, upcycle your
trash. Candy wrappers can be used in many
crafts from a bag to a headband or a coaster!
Idea #3: Don’t just use your pumpkin for
a jack o’ lantern! Most people toss the
innards and seeds of their pumpkin after
carving, but it would be much less wasteful
to save them for eating. The type of pumpkin
that is used for carving jack o’ lanterns is
perfectly edible and tasty, so there’s no
reason to throw the innards of the pumpkin
away. Pumpkin-infused dishes are popular at
this time of year. There are countless recipes
for pumpkin pie, pumpkin muffins, pumpkin
cheesecake, pumpkin pancakes, pumpkin
roll cake, pumpkin gingerbread and other
delicious pumpkin dishes! There’s even a
recipe for pumpkin chili! Toasted pumpkin
seeds are also popular.
In addition, after Halloween is over and
the jack o’ lantern begins to rot, the outside
of the pumpkin can also be reused for
composting!
Idea #4: Be creative with your decorations.
Instead of buying new decorations each year
as the old ones may be broken, dirty, or in
bad shape overall, create your own. Not only
would this cut down on material waste, but
it also would allow you to get creative and
crafty. If you are having trouble coming up
with ideas for how to create your own
decorations, here is one suggestion: unravel
old socks or stockings with runs to make
your own homemade spider webs! Besides
that idea, there are countless more, from
reusing paint cans to decorating cardboard
boxes.
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Spider Man Comes
To PS4
By Jack Rellosa
Grade 7

After months of waiting, on September 7,
2018, the official Spider Man game for the
PS4 was released. In Spider Man, you play
as Peter Parker as he battles his way through
foes such as Kingpin, Mister Negative,
Scorpion, Shocker, Rhino, Vulture, Electro,
Taskmaster, and their many henchmen.
The game really makes you feel like
Spider Man as many say, and they are not
wrong. The graphics look amazing. The way
Spider Man moves feels like something he
would actually do. In addition, the story and
side quest are engaging.
Other than some bugs and glitches, there
have been few complaints about the game.
The only problem I have is that the game in
unavailable on Xbox. Personally, I love the
game. It’s fun, has great replay value, and is
the best Spider Man game to date. Overall,
Insomniac Games did an amazing job on this
Spider
Man
game!
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Editor’s Note from Mrs. Halden: This poem
was written by Mark Khreptyk, a loyal
Raptor’s Roar staffer whose family moved at
the end of last school year. While Mark is
spending his 8th grade year at a new school,
Rosa is still on his mind and he submitted this
poem.
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A New School Year
By Abby Yu
Grade 8
Blurs of yellow are whizzing by
To pick up children who say goodbye
Summer is over and fall is near
Everybody’s ready for a new school year!

Hope
By Mark Khreptyk
Bell rings.
I walk through the hallways of my
middle school.
I’m invisible to everyone.
It’s as if I’m not there anymore.
Well, I’m not there anymore.
I’m here.
At Rosa, my classmates knew me,
but I’m not with them anymore…
Well, not physically, at least.
But I left something for my classmates
back there.
I left memories and…
...of course…
...Hope.

Surrounding you are faces familiar and
new
Everyone’s wondering what the teachers
are going to do
You get your locker and your code
To fill with books and a generous
workload.

THE NIGHT OF
HALLOWEEN
Abby Yu
Grade 8

Ghosts and witches waltzing in the crisp
autumn air
Waiting for innocent children… innocent
children to scare
Shadows of children whiz by in the pale
moonlight
Through the night, jack-o-lanterns shine
oh so bright.
Pillowcase now empty
Will be full of candy ‘o plenty
Kids of all ages knocking on the doors
Chocolate candy and gummies galore
Chorusing HAPPY HALLOWEEN for all
to hear.
The streets filled with laughter and
sneers.
The leaves are rustling
As children are bustling
From house to house they shout again
Through the lighthearted Halloween
reign.
As the hours tick by
Children start heading home and say their
goodbyes
Halloween is over but don’t you worry
It’ll be back next year!

On the bus ride home you start to think..
Thoughts of the day come and go in a
blink
Your goal for the year is to do your best
and get good grades
And setting the standard for the progress
soon to be made.
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By Maria Beaney

Halloween Word
Scramble
By Kaitlyn Silverman
Grade 7
Unscramble each of the words. Place the letters in the
corresponding number blocks into the bottom blocks for the answer.
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HALLOWEEN PUNS:
(Aren’t They Punny?)
What kind of music do mummies listen to?
Wrap!
Where does a dracula keep his savings?
The blood bank!
Smiling jack o'lantern: “ Sure I'm smiling on the outside but on the inside I
feel hollow.” Other Jackolantern: “ That was a nice pun- kin.
Where do fashionable ghosts go for costumes?
Boo-tiques!
What is a witch's favorite subject in school?
Spelling!
What is a dracula’s second favorite holiday after Halloween?
Fangs-giving!
What is a math teacher’s favorite dessert for the fall?
Pumpkin Pi!
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1

2
3

By Spencer Yosko – Grade 8

4
5
6

6
7
7

9
8

10
11

12

ACROSS:
4. Deathly afraid of garlic
6. A house of spook
7. Spooky scary…
8. Spun by the spider
10. An orange squash
12. White blanket costume

DOWN:
1. Undead
2. Not the monster, but the doctor
3. The 30th night of October
5. The season when the leaves fall
6. The last day of the tenth month
7. Eight-eyed arachnid
9. One of two colors of Halloween
11. A nocturnal flying creature
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Last Minute DIY
Halloween
Costumes
By Erika Tsai
Grade 6

Do you want a unique yet cool costume?
Are you running out of time to think of a
costume? Do you not want to spend a lot of
money on an expensive costume? Well here
are some ideas and ways to make them.
A minion costume would be a very
simple yet a fun costume. All you need is a
plain yellow top and overalls. Then get some
goggles and there you are!
A mime would also be an easy costume
to make. First, you get a black and white
striped shirt and black pants.Then, get white
gloves and white face paint.
If you want to do a costume with a bunch
of friends then here is a DIY idea. First, get
a plain red top and cut a circle that almost
takes up most of the front of the shirt. Then,
write thing one, thing two, thing three, etc.
Glue it on and the top is done. Get a blue
skirt if you do not have it no need to freight
just get black pants. Finally, get red or
striped socks.
Well that is how you make some DIY
costumes. These costumes are fun and easy.
You can say “Look I made this costume!”
and your friends will be amazed.
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Artificial Intelligence and How We
Play With It
By Gavin Iocona, Spencer Yosko, and
Michael Fiore
Grade 8

Artificial intelligence is simultaneously
one of the most impressive, upcoming
technologies and, at the same time, one of
the most terrifying. Countless science fiction
stories have revolved around artificially
intelligent beings going haywire. It’s
become a cliché. You may find it redundant
hearing about artificial intelligence in
today’s stories, but it has become one of the
key mechanics in many games, programs,
and experiments.
Artificial intelligence ― better known as
AI ― is the development of computers and
computer programs that accurately imitate
human nature and resemble a sentient (able
to feel things) being.
The idea of an artificial creation
becoming human is not a very new one. One
ancient example of this is the golem from
Jewish folklore: a clay being closely
resembling a human. However, the study of
artificial intelligence truly took off in the
19th and 20th centuries: the beginning of the
modern era.
One very well-known example of an
inanimate object ― or collection of objects
― would be Frankenstein, published in the
early 19th century. Readers were thrilled by
the idea of bringing the dead or inanimate to
life. This concept would be played around
with in fiction and reflected in the real
world.
In the 1950s, artificial intelligence was
not only a very popular and lucrative movie
concept but, more importantly, computers
started kicking off. Programs in these
computers use logical systems to figure out
problems.
Many problems and philosophies arose
during this decade, including the Turing
Test, a test designed to show the difference
between a human and a computer. An
example of this are the CAPTCHAs you
may see to determine if the user is a robot or
an actual human, used in the form of
distorted text.

Throughout the rest of the 20th century,
more artificial intelligence was developed
at an increasingly rapid rate. Eventually,
this has led to things such as voice and
video recognition, artificial conversations,
and neural networks - a system of logic
and thinking based on a human nervous
system.
Text-to-speech programs, a way of
imitating a human voice, are a popular
example. They are used in games,
assistants like Siri or Alexa, Google’s
products, and numerous others.
Google, in particular, has a few
examples of AI that can be seen right now.
They have been experimenting for years,
and some of this work has been made into
quick and easy games you can play right
now. Quick, Draw! is a very simple
browser game in which you draw
something, and the computer tries to guess
what you’ve drawn. It uses those
aforementioned neural networks to
associate millions of simple drawings of a
certain topic with what you’re doodling.
The system isn’t flawless, but neither is
the human brain.
A Google game that is a favorite of
many would have to be Semantris. It’s a
pun of a name, being a portmanteau of
semantics and Tetris. It’s a chaotic game
based around the concept of word
association, similar to the party game
Celebrity. You are given a series of words,
and your goal is to input a similar to, but
not an exact copy of, a target word. It is
part of Google’s attempt to predict speech
patterns and have a “real” conversation
with the user. Both of these games are only
two examples of AI-focused games and
programs. There are many more out there,
but these two are the favorites of many.
Artificial intelligence has an uncertain
future. What more can be done with it?
What could it do by itself? These
questions and many more are in scientists’
heads, and what may happen next remains
a mystery.
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5-Minute Microwave Cheesecake!
Contributed by Humna Hussein
Grade 7

October 2018

•
•
•

1/3 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
orange food coloring (about 10 15 drops)

Frosting
Who doesn’t love cheesecake? Here is a recipe that is great
for Halloween and anytime.
Ingredients for 1 cheesecake:
1 tablespoon butter
2 sheets graham cracker
4 oz cream cheese, softened
2 tablespoons sugar
3 drops vanilla extract
raspberries, to serve
Preparation: Under 30 minutes
Melt the butter in a small microwaveable mug or dish. Grease
a ramekin (small dish for baking and serving an individual portion
of food) with the melted butter. Crush the graham crackers into
fine crumbs, then mix it with the remaining butter. With a spoon,
press the crust flat against the sides of the dish. In a small bowl,
combine the cream cheese, sugar and vanilla, stirring until there
are no lumps.
Transfer the mixture on top of the cracker crust, then spread it
evenly on top. Microwave for at least 4 minutes, 30-45 seconds at
a time, at 50% power. Make sure the cheesecake does not bubble
over the sides. Chill in the freezer for at least 30 minutes, until it is
completely cool to the touch. With a knife, loosen the edges of the
cheesecake then invert onto a plate, or eat straight from the dish.
Top with a few raspberries. Enjoy!

Halloween Brownies
Contributed by Humna Hussein
Grade 7
One of the best parts of Halloween is the food. Here is a recipe
for Halloween brownies. If you want to access via computer, the
address is https://www.sixsistersstuff.com/recipe/halloweenbrownie-cupcakes/
INGREDIENTS
Brownie part
•
•
•
•
•
•

18.4 ounces brownie mix - I used Pillsbury chocolate
fudge for a 9 x 13 pan
2/3 cup oil
1/4 cup water
2 eggs
15.25 ounces vanilla cake mix - I used Betty Crocker
1 cup water

•
•
•
•
•
•

1/2 cup butter
1/2 cup shortening
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 tablespoons milk
4 cups powdered sugar
1/3 cup sprinkles (optional for
topping)

INSTRUCTIONS Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Line cupcake tin with paper
cupcake liners. Mix brownie mix according
to package directions. With the Pillsbury
brand brownie mix, blend together brownie
mix, vegetable oil, water and eggs. Stir
together just until incorporated. Set aside.
In another bowl combine the vanilla cake
mix, water, vegetable oil, and eggs. Mix on
low speed until blended. Then stir in your
food coloring.
Fill cupcake liners 1/3 of the way with
brownie batter. I was able to fill about 22
cupcakes. Then carefully spoon orange
cake batter on top of the brownie batter to
fill muffin cups 2/3 full. (I had leftover cake
batter) You can make regular cupcakes
with the extra cake batter if you want. Bake
for about 15 to 20 minutes. Just until golden
and the tops spring back when lightly
pressed. Remove from pan and cool
completely.
Frosting
In a large mixing bowl, cream together
the butter, shortening and vanilla. Then add
in milk and powdered sugar, 1 cup at a
time. Mix together until light and fluffy. Pipe
onto cooled cupcakes and add sprinkles to
the top.
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Volley For Support 2018
The 14th Annual Volley for Support took
place on Friday, October 12, 2018, at Cherry
Hill High School East. Teachers and staff from
the district’s 19 schools participated in the
event, which this year raised money for The
Ehlers Danlos Society. The Society is a global
community of patients, caregivers, health care
professionals and supporters dedicated to
saving and improving the lives of those affected
by the Ehlers-Danlos syndromes, which are
hypermobility spectrum disorders and related
conditions.
The Ehlers-Danlos syndromes are a group
of connective tissue disorders characterized by
joint hypermobility, skin hyperextensibility and
tissue fragility. Those with the syndrome are at
a higher risk for the rupture of blood vessels.
However, before the many volleyball games
began at High School East, Rosa staged its

annual pep rally to support the cause embraced
this year by teachers and staff. Students
appeared to relish the pep rally as a way to build
enthusiasm for the Ehlers-Danlos cause. Many
students wore the Volley for Support t-shirts
sold throughout the district, which this year
carried the Ehlers-Danlos’ society colors of
pink, black and white. Students without official
shirts simply wore pink, lots of pink. Many
students added additional pink accessories
including hats, bandanas, makeup and even
tutus. A great time was had by all at the pep
rally.
Meanwhile, the team from Horace Mann
School was crowned the 2018 Champion
beating out the Woodcrest School. The team
from Cooper School finished third. However,
Rosa played hard and raised hundreds of dollars
for the Ehlers-Danlos Society. Go Raptors!

March of Remembrance

The 6th Annual March of Remembrance, a
one or two-mile walk sponsored by the RaabGoodwin Holocaust Museum and Educational
Center, took place on Sunday, October 7, and
attracted approximately 300 persons,
including 75 RIMS students who were part of
Team Rosa. Joining the students were about
15 additional members from the ranks of
parents, siblings and teachers making Team
Rosa 90 persons strong. Rosa Peer Leaders
visited classrooms and promoted participation
in the event, which seeks to make a statement
against hatred, prejudice and bigotry as well
as to raise money for the programming at the
Raab-Goodwin Holocaust Museum and
Educational Center. Team Rosa raised $750.
The best part was the after-march
programming at the Katz JCC, which featured
a panel of five Holocaust survivors who told
their incredible stories of survival. Rosa
students were mesmerized and moved by the
stories.
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Daylight Savings Time
Ends:
October 26 – Red Ribbon Dance – 7th & 8th Grade
November 5 – Author’s Day
November 12 – 8th Grade Washington, DC, parent meeting
November 13 – MAKE UP Picture Day
November 15 – Stars Over Africa
November 26 - 29 – Early Dismissal/Parent-teacher Conferences
December 14 – Spirit Week Dance
December 17 – Bands & Orchestras Winter Concert
December 20 – Vocal, Orff, Recorder Winter Concert

Sunday, November 4,
2018

December 21 – Winter Break
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