Hiawassee
United Methodist Church

HUMC Mountain Messenger

SUNDAY:
9:00 a.m. Prayer
9:30 a.m. Integrative Bible Study
10:45 a.m. Worship Service

Pastor Sam Hamby

Church (706) 896-2818
Cell (706) 400-2618
Visit us online at www.hiawasseeumc.org

WEDNESDAY:
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Let Us Pray!
Our Mission:
Email: humc@hiawasseeumc.org
Website: www.hiawasseeumc.org
706.896.2818
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Worship Jesus Christ;
Grow as Disciples;
Serve Others

There is a lot going on in our world today! Or maybe it just seems like a lot because we have so much
information in our faces every day. With the entire world’s information funneling into our personal computers each day, most of us just try to keep up. I have tried to keep up with the entire world’s information and have quickly realized that the results are being overwhelmed and stressed out. Staying on
top of the information is not the answer to a successful or happy life. It is impossible to keep up! Many
Christians follow the ways of the world and wonder why our lives seem empty and unfulfilled. Maybe our
answer is not in the collection of information, but in daily conversations we keep missing. Have you prayed today?
As the Bible teaches us to pray, we see at least 4 areas to focus on in prayer. Many people know this model from the acronym ACTS. If you can remember the word ACTS, then you can remember how to spend time with God in prayer. Let
me share these 4 points with you using a Scripture reference for each one:

A- Adoration: When Jesus taught his disciples to pray in Matthew 6, he began by saying, “Our Father in
heaven, hallowed is your name.” These are words of adoration for God because Jesus is acknowledging
that God’s name is Holy and is to be magnified and glorified. You can spend time adoring God too by just
telling God how wonderful He is to you. As you do, your attitude toward prayer will begin to conform to
God’s will.

C- Confession: As we continue to pray we want to spend time confessing our shortcomings to God. He already knows, but we need to know what we have done wrong and acknowledge that before God if we are
to have a right relationship with God. Denying or excusing sin only builds a wall between us, God, and others. 1 John 1:9 says, “But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all wickedness.”
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T- Thanksgiving: During our prayer time, we want to give thanks to God. This acknowledges that God deserves our thanks and praise because all good comes from God. We move from being selfish and boastful
to recognizing that God deserves all the credit. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

S- Supplication: Through our prayer time we also share the needs of others and our own needs with God.
The Bible tells us that God already knows our needs before we ask, but we are to continue to ask anyway.
As we intercede for others and talk to God about our own needs, God can change our attitude concerning
those needs and maybe even show us how we can be involved in the solution of meeting some of the
needs. Philippians 4:6 says, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what
you need, and thank him for all he has done.”
If you haven’t spent time with God in prayer today, take some time now. You can use the model
above to get started. After that, just let go and let yourself have a real conversation with the
only God that loves you more than you will understand.
Keep Praying,

Pastor Sam

Happenings on the Hill

From Our Director of Music & Worship: Hope Horkavy
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LENT: How will YOU prepare for Easter?
The Scriptures do not mention Lent, but the theme of Lent is
drawn from Scripture. The word “Lent” does not have a Biblical
meaning. It means spring and originates from the lengthening of
days as spring approaches.

We are on
Facebook as
Hiawassee United
Methodist Church.

Support the Towns County Food Pantry when shopping at Amazon. Once you
sign into Amazon with the following link, Amazon will donate a percentage of
your sale to the Food Pantry. This is no additional
Cost to you. Shop for great deals at smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0206686

The theme of Lent is spiritual preparation for Easter symbolized by
the three spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
These are disciplines that are to be done with intentionality rather
than in a perfunctory or ritualistic manner.
The spiritual preparation of Lent has a special aim—entering into
the death of Jesus so that resurrection to new life may be a truly
physical experience, not just an intellectual meditation.
The three disciplines, which a Christian may engage in all year long, are to be intensified during Lent. A person who truly takes up the Lenten discipline will spend more time in Scripture
study and prayer and will give more for the needs of others. Through self-denial the Christian
pilgrim enters into the suffering of Jesus and prepares for the resurrection.*
*Excerpted from Rediscovering the Christian Feasts by Robert E. Webber.

The 40 days (not including
Sundays) of Lent begin
with Ash Wednesday on
February 14th this year
and continue through Holy
Week.

Make the most of the Lenten season by

Purple is the color of the
sanctuary paraments for
this season. Even though
purple is the color of royalty, it is also the color of
repentance.

continuing in March).

2/2 @ 6 pm Going Solo
2/10 @ 8:30 am Emmaus Board Meeting
2/14 @ noon Ash Wednesday Service
2/14 @ 2 pm Worship Meeting
2/14 @ 3 pm Finance Meeting
2/15 @ 2 pm Admin Council Meeting
2/17 @ 9 am Sweetheart Breakfast
2/21 @ noon Devotion and Lunch
2/28 @ noon Devotion and Lunch

participating in the services offered:

Lenten Luncheons: Feb 21st and 28th
12—12:50 pm (and
A simple meal will be
provided and a short
devotional given.

Going Solo Ladies Supper February 2nd
6 pm to 8 pm
All single ladies plan to attend and bring a dish to share!
We meet on the first Friday of
every month at 6 pm in the
Fellowship Hall for food,
fellowship, and growing in Christ.
All single ladies are welcome!

Jesus said, “The time
is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and
believe in the gospel.”
Mark 1:15

Attention:
ALL LADIES
Valentine Breakfast
For the Ladies
February 17th @ 9 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Invite your friends and sign up at
the Welcome Desk.
Sponsored by the HUM Men.

What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a
servant?
Eyes, he said,
to see the beauty in all that I’ve made —
and my children as they travel life’s highway.
Hands, he said,
to reach out and touch hurting souls,
to give a hug or encouraging pat on the back.
Feet, he said,
to lead my children through this world of strife
and to help them run from sin and follow me.
Mouth, he said,
to lift up your voice and sing praises to me
so others may hear the joy in your heart.
Ears, he said,
to listen to my still, small voice of love
and to hear my children when they cry for help.
Heart, he said,
so you may know the full love of my Spirit
and love my children as I have loved you.
—Thomas Butler

HUMC and Hospitality- hos·pi·tal·i·ty, noun. the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests,
visitors, or strangers.
UMM Breakfast is the 3rd Saturday of the month. All men are welcome to gather in the Fellowship Hall @ 9:00 am for
breakfast and a business meeting
Answers: 1. 29 2. 11 3. 8 & 9 4. False. It is in 2 Corinthians 12. 5. False. It is in 1 Corinthians 7
Bonus: It was in the book of Acts, chapter 18, but Corinth is located in Greece.

Ash Wednesday: Feb 14th @ Noon

“What Do I Have?”

Library News:

From Our Lay Leader: Dale Gardner
Well, here it is, February already. Generally cold but with some interesting stuff going on: On the 2nd we have
groundhogs day. The tradition of watching a groundhog come out of its den as a weather forecasting tool probably stems from a Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if the animal sees its shadow, winter will last six more
weeks. In Germany, where presumably it all started, the badger is the forecasting animal. Then, we have some
presidential birthdays (Lincoln and Washington) as well as Valentines Day (which this year coincides with Ash Wednesday - the
beginning of the Lenten Season). And, let us not forget HUMM’s sweetheart breakfast. Then, too, the whole month is Black
History month, a relatively new institution focusing on the notable contributions made by Black Americans. February is a very
interesting month but, I’d like to ask you to consider one other thing. I may have offered this before, but with a few editorial
changes, I offer it again.
Often, when we pray, we ask God for guidance so that all we do or say will be in God’s will. Look closely at the word
‘Guidance’. Do you see another word there, the word dance. Somewhere I remember hearing or reading that being in God’s
will is a lot like dancing. If this surprises you, just think about it. When we dance,if both parties try to lead, nothing feels or
looks right. Our movements are not with the music and we move stiffly in little jerks. But as soon as one person realizes this
and allows the other to lead, both begin to move smoothly with the music. The person leads with gentle cues and the other
reacts. A slight pressure, a gentle nudge, a slight leaning to one side or the other and both parties move beautifully with each
other. It is as if they become one.

Dawn Lamade

Interested in learning more about our Hebrew Heritage? Check out the following:
Susan Marcus. Enter His Gates: to Your Jewish Roots (Social Holiness)
Paul O’Higgins. In Israel Today with Yeshua (Social Holiness)
Chosen People Ministries. Messianic Passover Haggadah (Social Holiness)
Michael L. Brown. Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus (Ministry and Missions)
George L. Robinson. Leaders of Israel (Bible Study)
Hubert Inman Hester. The Heart of Hebrew History (Bible Study)
Please check out your book or movie and leave the card, found in the back of the book or movie, in the box in the library on the
shelf near the return box. This gives us an opportunity to find out what is being used and we can send you a gentle reminder if
you have forgotten to return a book or movie.
A listing of titles in the library is now available online. Go to our website for a direct link under “News.”
Book listings can be found at http://cloud.collectorz.com/HUMC/books
DVD and video listings can be found at http://cloud.collectorz.com/HUMC/movies

What it takes to dance is surrender, attentiveness and a willingness to follow by one person and gentle guidance and skill from
the other. Look again at the word ‘Guidance’. The g stands for God. The next two letters “u” and “I”. Get it? “God, U, and I”
“dance”.
God you and I dance. While there is a lot going on in February it may just be the right time to ask “Am I willing to dance with
God?”

Financial Highlights December








We ended the year 2017 with $13,800 more income and
$5,000 less expenses than we did in 2016. Everyone has
worked very hard this past year to minimize our expenses
and maximize our income through Fund Raisers and special
donations. We saved substantially on Office Supply expenses,
Postage, Copier charges and several Trustees expenses. And
we were able to help many needy people this past year. Our
Altar Fund assistance totaled $5,495, our Conference Offerings totaled $13,962, our Food Pantry donations totaled
$3,403, our World Mission offerings were $1,900 and our local Community Mission offerings were $2,310. These offerings were over and above our normal operating expense income.
The balance in our General Checking Account is $25,544 and
the balance in our Debt Retirement/Mortgage Account is
$26,932.
Linda Irvine has been employed to assist and backup Joan
Ghiotto and MaryLee Howard effective January 1, 2018.
God has blessed us greatly this past year. Please join us in
praying for His continued direction and blessings as we go
forward in 2018.

Finance:

Jail/Prison Ministry…..Elaine McEver

Joan Whitaker

During these cold days, the jails have increased in population. We continue to visit and give the Recovery Bibles to those who want them. Clergy from the men's group tells me that 9 men prayed to
receive Christ in one meeting. Their recovery residence is open in Blairsville. It is unusual for a woman to deny having been in church and therefore received Christ at an early age. They just do not continue into Discipleship. Purposely telling them how much they are still loved sparks life into their lives.

Financial Report as of
December 31, 2017
Year to Date Figures
General Budget Income
$
Debt Retirement/Mortgage Income
Total Budget Income
$

205,475
74,682
280,157

General Budget Expenses
$
Debt Retirement/Mortgage Expense
Total Budget Expenses
$

197,832
71,758
269,590

Present Net Gain

$

10,567

This is the best year-end balance
we have had since 2014!

News from Ms. Elaine's House has been exciting during the holidays. Donations increased so that gift cards
could be given to the 2 residents and individual gifts to the ministry included dental certificate from Dr. Worthy's
office, glasses purchased for another resident, a 1999 Honda was given for ladies to use for work and family visits,
and an anonymous donation of a canopy for the back porch. The biggest blessings came from the numerous volunteers who filled in for the Housemother, Ms. Diann, during her absence. I was able to stay one
week. Malinda Gray stayed a few days (snowed in for one of them), and 3 more women came for
training and stayed the remaining time. Ms. Diann is scheduled to return on January 24.
Criticism is often sparked when a woman returns to jail/prison after being helped. Recently
we have had two, and my answer is always the same. Giving help is our call from God and the results are up to Him. On the return of one this week, I was reminded of how much we had invested
in her life. When I saw her I began to cry, "If she had not been arrested, she might not have survived." Calling her name I said, "At least you were clean for two years, received custody of your
children, got your driver's license and a car, went back to school, got your CNA license, married,
and you have a place to return. When God puts His hands on you, 'He will not leave you or forsake
you.' Sometimes we are given more than second chances. Praise be to His Holy Name. Thanks for
all your help.
………."Ms. Elaine"

Administrative Council …Tom Ramsey

Missions Ministry …...Robin Broom

And they’re off …
This week our 2018 Esangalo Children’s Choir stepped out of our little world here in Namuwombi to board
a plane to America. The choir tour is a way for Helping Hands Foreign Missions to bless communities in the U.S.
while raising money and awareness of our work here in Uganda. The tour is not just a performance, but it tells a
story, their story, and it represents millions of children just like them here in Uganda. The choir children attend our
Esangalo Children’s Ministry Program each Saturday. They were given the opportunity to audition for the 2018
choir and were selected from right here in our community. Two of the older boys on the tour this year are two
that have been raised here at the Village of Eden and are now serving with our choir as members/interns. The
name of our choir is Esangalo which means “joy” here in the local language. Don’t miss seeing this choir, but watch
out ... their JOY is absolutely contagious! It is a joy that comes from deep within, not contingent upon things or circumstances, but true joy that only comes from our Lord Himself!
These children have been given the opportunity of a lifetime to visit another country and experience new
things. They all have worked extremely hard every week in preparation for the tour and will continue in the
states. They have a very busy schedule which includes keeping up with their schoolwork during the tour. Please
join me in praying for these sweet children over the next months—I included a specific prayer list below. Like I said
before, they will see and experience many new things along their journey, but they also must return to a life and
culture that is much different than in the states. I believe one of the most important things to pray is for God to
guard these children’s hearts and minds through Christ Jesus!!! Thank you!

The Esangalo
Children’s Choir
will be at HUMC
in May!

God truly blessed my life with the privilege of spending time with these young ones over the past year and even in
the same cottage with the girls during their last week here. I
know you will fall in love with them just as I have. So when
you see them, please hug them from Mama Robin and tell them
we are already missing them!
Check our website for more information on dates/bookings/
venues: www.helpinghandsmissions.org

THANK YOU so much for
partnering with me in
sharing God’s love and
Truth with the beautiful
nation of Uganda!!!
With much love,
Robin

PRAYER FOCUS








For the children to adjust to American
customs without problems
Keeping up with their schoolwork
For peace for their families here in
Uganda
For health – no medical issues
For our choir team—our directors
(Evan & Leslie Richardson), the
interns, the bus drivers, the many host
homes, those preparing food, our
teachers, etc.
For many people to come to know Jesus
during the performances and testimonies of the children!!!

Willard Wagner was our featured speaker in January. If you missed our meeting you missed an amazing testimony of God’s calling on his life starting as a young man into Ministry and then to Foreign Missions. He was involved
in planting over 80 churches in the Philippines, and then in Africa where he and his team have planted a thousand
plus churches. At the same time he has and is still involved in the building of schools and colleges to serve those
who have come to know the Lord over his 50 plus years of ministry. Many experiences and blessings of God working were
shared. Willard and his wife Yvonne, who also works in the ministry, are full time residents in Hiawassee. God has blessed this
ministry.
Admin Council Meetings: Remember these meetings are for you! The chairpersons on our committees and the leaders of our
various ministries will share what is happening in their specific area of ministry. You will hear how we are serving and meeting
the needs of our members, friends, the community, and how each of us can become involved in using our gifts to assist and
support these various ministries. Mark your calendar and come visit us. We meet the 3rd Thursday every month at 2:00 pm –
in the Fellowship Hall. Our next meeting is Feb 15th.
Finance: God has truly blessed us with your generous giving of your resources to support our ministry to further the Kingdom
of God here and beyond. You can read all of the details in the Finance area of this newsletter. Thank you for being faithful in
your stewardship and the service of using your gifts!
Library: When you’re sitting at home and wanting a good book to read or a movie to watch – then come and visit our library.
You will be surprised by the variety and quality of items available – check us out!
Prayer Time: Ladies, Wed at 11:00 am – Men, Thursday at 9:00 am – Sunday at 9:00 am – The Holy Spirit will also attend.
Refuse to be a Victim: The Hiawassee Chamber is offering Personal Safety & Awareness Class on Wed., Feb. 7th, 11:30 – 1 pm
at the Rec. Center. Class is taught by Jeff Edge - $10 for members or $15 if not a Chamber member.
Staff/Pastor Relations: New and current members will be meeting at Coosa UMC in Blairsville on Sunday, Jan 28th at 1:00 p.m.
for a SPR Training session for the New Year.
Trustees: Thank you, Bill Scoggins, for all your work and commitment to service these many years as the Chair of this committee. You have used your gifts faithfully to care for and maintain our church properties. The Security Cameras have been
installed. They are recording everyone entering and exiting the church at all times.
United Methodist Men: Disbursed over $6,600 dollars to various ministries in our community and beyond. Proceeds come
from the annual Chili Supper and Pecan/Peanut sales. Thanks to all of you for your support. Remember the annual Valentine’s
Day Breakfast for the ladies is Saturday the 17th at 9:00.
Worship: This team of volunteers keeps us on track for all of the various ministry areas for worship, Christian seasonal activities, celebrations, events – you name it, they do it - throughout the year. Boy Scout Sunday - Feb. 11th, Ash Wednesday - Feb.
14th at noon, Lenten Devotion & Lunch – Simple lunch each of the 5 Wed’s at noon. See the Worship section for all of the additional details.
“Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble.
But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears it and not in the one who says it,
Our prayers do make a difference” …….Max Lucado
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing” …...Martin Luther

This months quiz is on 1 and 2 Corinthians. These could almost be titled “Letters to Two Cities”. Here is
why: in his first letter Paul is addressing some problems in the new church and answering some questions
the people were asking. In the second letter, written later in the same year, he is congratulating them for

Financial Support can be mailed to:
Answer God’s Call Ministries
215 W. Mesa Ave. Gallup, NM 87301

(Please include a note for Robin Broom-Africa)

the progress they have made since the first letter. He closes letter 2 with a warning to the false teachers.
1. How many chapters are there in these two letters combined: 21, 25, 29, or 33.
2. What chapter in 1 Corinthians includes the extended discussion of the Lord’s Supper?
3. What chapter(s) in 2 Corinthians includes the extended discussion of the relief offering for poor Christians?
4. True or false: Paul mentions “the thorn in the flesh” in 1 Corinthians 12.

Church Member Services Directory

Massage
Coin Collecting Club and Stamp Collecting

Contact: Geri Baker
Contact: Tayo Leduc

5. True or False: In 2 Corinthians 7, Paul says that singles with the gift of celibacy ought to remain single.
706-896-6108
706-896-6001

Bonus: Correct the following: Paul established the Corinthian church in Cyprus in the book of Acts.

