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Trisha Upchurch 

Words from our President 

The holiday season is upon us. Thanks to the Christmas 

Elves, KOaks is decked out in its Christmas best. Our De-

cember luncheon will be filled with the holiday spirit.  

If you were not one of the 216 attendees at the November 

luncheon, here’s what you missed. Dr. Ted  Lain, a board-

certified dermatologist, delivered an informative program 

about non-invasive cosmetic procedures. Carl Dieckmann with Turnback Canyon 

Trails Conservancy received a donation from LVWC and briefly shared information 

about the trails development. Special thanks to the following members who donated 

monthly surprises: Vicki Bain and Teresa Weber, Nora Skaff, Melony Kempf, Nancy 

Moore, and Laura Stewart. The prizes were outstanding! 

Plans for an Evening in Venice on January 26 are underway. Vicki Perrin and an army 
of members have been busy putting together what promises to be a fantastic gala. If 
you have questions about the gala, please contact gala chair Vicki Perrin, vper-
rin@verizon.net.  
 
December is filled with holiday activities surrounding the celebration of Christmas on 

December 25. However, Christmas shares the month with many other special days, 

such as National Pie Day on the 1st, National Roof Over Your Head Day on the 3rd, 

and National Sock Day on the 4th. Who can forget National Pearl Harbor Remem-

brance Day on December 7th? Other commemorative days in December are National 

Wear Your Pearls Day on the 15th, National Ugly Christmas Sweater Day on the 21st, 

and don’t forget to observe National Thank You Note Day on the 26th (also known as 

National Whiner’s Day)! New Year’s Eve is observed every December 31st, along with 

Make Up Your Mind Day! 

Of course, a very important day in December is our luncheon on December 11th. I 

hope you will be there. It’s sure to be filled with holiday cheer. Here’s a thought to 

carry you through the month: “An optimist laughs to forget; a pessimist forgets to 

laugh.” I wish each of you a delightful Christmas season with good friends and family, 

and I hope to see you December 11. 

Trisha 

Trisha Upchurch 
President -2018 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
mailto:vperrin@verizon.net
mailto:vperrin@verizon.net
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Matthew Jagen is a senior percussionist in the Vista Ridge Wind 
Ensemble. During the fall marching 
band season, he is a marimbist and 
section leader with the front ensem-
ble.  Matthew enjoys challenging 
himself with complex solo and duet 
compositions for marimba.  For the 
past six years he has studied under 
percussion director Mr. Hector Gil 
and instructor Dr. Andrew Sickmei-
er, who has supported and encour-
aged his love for percussion and 
helped him achieve his musical 
dreams and goals.  At Vista Ridge 
High School, Matthew is a member 

of the National Honor Society and the Spanish National Honor 
Society. He is currently a top ten academic student for the class 
of 2019. Outside of the classroom, he has been a faithful volun-
teer for Mobile Loaves and Fishes homeless ministry for the past 
four years.  In his spare time, Matthew enjoys building comput-
ers, programming, and gaming. Matthew plans to attend The 
University of Texas at Austin, majoring in Computer Science. 
 
 
 
As a senior in the Vista Ridge 
Wind Ensemble, Logan Myers be-
gins his 7th year as a band student 
and his 18th year as a music lov-
er.  He has been blessed by the 
encouragement and influence of 
many amazing LISD teachers, in-
cluding Vista Ridge percussion 
director Hector Gil and private 
lesson extraordinaire, Chris Saw-
yer.  They have offered tremen-
dous support and guidance along 

his path as a musician as well as an individual.  Throughout his 
high school career, he has been privileged to be a part of the 
National Honor Society, the National Art Honor Society, the 
French Honor Society, and the marching band Front Ensemble 
as a section leader.  He has a great appreciation for the visual 
and graphic arts and enjoys “shooting the breeze with his 
boys”.  Logan’s enthusiasm for the marimba is contagious!  It 
has inspired him to seek out new music and marimba solos to 
learn and master as he builds a personal repertoire for his future 
as a music major.  He hopes to continue his studies and make 
his mark at the University of North Texas in Denton.  Logan 
would like to give a special thanks to Matthew “Jiggity” Jagen 
whose legendary friendship is unequivocal. 
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Programs  

DECEMBER 

Freth Carroll 
1st Vice President-Progrmas-2018 

Monthly Surprise 
Each month at the luncheon, a drawing is held for 
the monthly surprises. These are items such as gift 

cards, or gift baskets donated by our 
members.  This year, Judy Eagle is the coordinator 

for these drawings. If you would like to 
contribute an item for the monthly surprise, 

please contact Judy 
at  judyeagle2001@yahoo.com, or 512-775-7672 

to let her know the month you would like to 
make your contribution.”  

. 

PLEASE NOTE: The December calendar in the current yearbook is 

incorrect. The December luncheon will be held on the 11th not the 12th. 

Don’t forget to get 

your tickets! $2 each 

or 3 for $5 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
mailto:judyeagle2001@yahoo.com
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If you have not already made your 

reservation, DO IT NOW! 

Christmas time is here! YAY!!  I love the decorations and 
the lights and the anticipation!  Whether you celebrate 
Christmas or Hanukkah or something else, I hope you take 
time to enjoy the beauty of the season.  It is easy to get 
cranky with the extra traffic and crowds, but I am going to 
focus on seeing the good.  Am I ready with all of my gifts 
under the tree?  Absolutely not!  The tree is still in the at-
tic!  But, I will get there, and AMAZON will help!!  

We are so blessed to have the K-Oaks decorated by our 
Christmas Elves, to have another AMAZING meal from 
Alfred and his crew, and to have so many friends in the 
Women’s Club.  I am so thankful for all of you.  I hope all 
of you have a wonderful holiday season!  

Mindy Hensen 
“The Lunch Lady” 
 
 

Oh! Did I say something about  AMAZON?  Please check out the 

next page for details on how your seasonal shopping on Amazon can 

make a big difference to our club! 

Don’t forget to bring a $20 bottle of wine (red, 

white, zinfandel or bubbly) to the December 

luncheon as a donation to the Wine Pull at the 

January Gala. Even if you can’t make it to the 

Gala it is a great way to contribute to the philan-

thropic efforts of the club. And Joy Modawell 

will make it even easier for you.  Can’t get to 

the wine boutique? Provide $20 and she’ll do the 

shopping for you!  

Reserve Now! 

Mindy Hensen 
2nd Vice President-Social -2018 

      Spinach and Cranberry Salad-Fresh Spinach with Dried 
        Cranberries, Toasted Nuts and Croutons with Home
          made Bacon and Balsamic Dressings 
            Herb Roasted Pork Loin-Herb Roasted Pork with Wine 
               Gravy and Apple Cranberry Relish 
                 Mashed Potatoes-Roasted Brussel Sprouts 
                    Bread and Butter 
                       Chef Selection Holiday Desserts  

I’ll toast to that!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
https://goo.gl/forms/y3JjIgeXKdKixW9Q2
https://goo.gl/forms/NhECXKXaZM6DAtNX2
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Visit smile.amazon.com  * 

You will be prompted to sign in. Use the 

username and password to your regular Amazon 

You will be asked to select a charity. Type Lago 

Vista Women’s Club in the search box. Then 

click “Search” 

FOUR simple steps! Your thoughtfulness and caring 

will help our Philanthropic Fund and you won’t have 

to spend an extra dime! Same merchandise, same 

prices, same benefits to you but it makes a great 

difference to us!  Thank you! 

*Who knows why its called AMAZON SMILE while the ad-

dress is SMILE. AMAZON? Just be sure to type it that way. 

Everytime you log on to 

Amazon Smile the LVWC 

will receive a portion of the 

value of your purchase on 

qualifying merchandise. It 

will make NO DIFFER-

ENCE to your shopping ex-

perience but our community 

will benefit! This is all year, 

all the time but this season 

we give Amazon a real work

-out so we are specially 

thankful when our members 

remember to do this simple 

thing that makes such a big 

difference! Thanks again! 

FINAL STEP! Click “Select:. You are DONE! 
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Elyse Ernst 
5th Vice President-Membership -2018 

SIG Challenge  

We sure do love our SIGs! With so many vibrant women forming the Lago Vista Women’s Club it is not surprising 

that we have so many diverse, interesting and compelling Special Interest Groups. The SIGs are a reflection of who we 

are as a club. You like to play games? We have five exciting groups for a variety of card, dice and tile games. Cooking 

is your passion? We have a group for that! Birdwatching? Literature? Cinema? Computers? Wine tasting? Singing? 

We’ve got it. And then there are the group excursion SIGs...two of them! But they all have something in common! 

They are all competing in the SIG Challenge!  

Every time our SIGs meet, the participants are offered the opportunity to donate their loose change and bothersome 

little bills into the SIG Challenge bucket. THAT money is then donated to Pick a Star for the upcoming Gala. The 

SIG that contributes the most money is applauded and some level of back slapping is inevitable after they are an-

nounced at the February luncheon. Wanna’ get your back slapped? Be sure to bring along your loose change the next 

time you join your gal pals at a SIG function! 

 

Elyse 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
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An Evening in Venice is less than two months away and the excitement is building! We have some great live auction 
items , including some new vacation venues and former favorites!  
 
Our silent auction is being filled with unique items thanks to the generosity of our members and area businesses. The 
popular Wine Pull and Pick A Star will be back this year, and our creative team has come up with things new and a 
lot of fun! 
 
Alfred has prepared an exciting menu, the Big Night Quintet will have us all tapping our feet and we will all surely 
feel like we have been whisked away to Bella Italia. Una serata favolosa! 
 
There are still a few tickets left to the Gala, so if you would like to purchase tickets please contact Melony Kempf at 
512-466-3773 or melonykempflvwc@gmail.com.  
 

Important: If you purchased tickets but have found you cannot attend, please do not sell or give your tickets 

away. Instead, contact Melony so she can help with the exchange. It is crucial that we know who has which ticket as 
programs are personalized. 
 
Thanks to everyone who is helping to make our Gala a success through your work and donations. Each one of you is 
greatly appreciated….Grazie! 
 

Vicki Perrin 
Gala Chair 
2018-2019 

 

If you need more information 
regarding the Gala, contact Vicki 
Perrin, Gala Chair, 214-766-7441, 
vperrin@verizon.net, or Elyse 
Ernst, Auction Chair, at 832-603-
2051, ekernst@swbell.net.    

LINK TO TICKET REQUEST FORM 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
mailto:vperrin@verizon.net
mailto:ekernst@swbell.net
https://storage.googleapis.com/wzukusers/user-29330745/documents/5bae167072c6aBajUHgF/Ticket%20Request%20Form%20Gala%202019%20FINAL.pdf
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Artistic Divas-Bev Lee 512-585-3587  

Bunco- What: A fast paced dice game that is easy and allows a 
chance to meet new people. Why? Prizes!. When: 2nd. Mondays 
of every month-May to Sept. 2pm $2, Where?; Bluebonnet Room
-Activity Center American Drive at Boggy Drive  

C.A.R.E. Group– CARE members provide cheer and 
encouragement to all club members. Contact Christy Ordener if 
you or a member you know is ill, in the hospital, facing an 
upcoming surgery, or going through a difficult time. They will 
make phone calls, home visits if desired, and provide a grocery help 
service for members who are ill or homebound or if  someone 
needs a ride to the monthly luncheons. The CARE Group is here to 
help members that have been affected by the recent flooding. Please let us 

know if you need assistance. We CARE about you!️  
Christy Ordener  432.349.5492  

Cooking Pot First Monday of every month. Sign up at December 
13 luncheon. NOTE: THERE IS ALWAYS A WAITING 
LIST!!!! 

Hand and Foot Card Game-Our new SIG card game started in 
October with 8 ladies enjoying this fun, friendly card game similar 
to Canasta. Come the second Wednesday of each month to 4124 
Rockwood Drive, corner of Park Drive, Home of 
Bonnie Rupprecht to learn and play HAND and FOOT. This 
month’s game will be December 14. 

Hi! Tech!-Computer classes  will resume in January–Beginners’ 
workshop will be by appointment only. Call the library (512-267-
3868) to make arrangements. Those wishing to learn how to use 
Publisher can also make arrangements, directly with the library. 
Anna Johndrow and Karen Parker are the instructors. 

Learning Bridge-Every Friday, 10:00 am to noon. Bluebonnet 
Room, POA Activity Center: American Drive at Boggy Ford.  
Mary Ann Childs 512-267-3508 Vicki Perrin 214-7667441 

Let’s Kick the Bucket . Interesting excursions. 
Ann Murrow 512-970-4400 &  Tamra Flournoy 512-577-7144 

Literary Club-Bring a snack to share, visit with friends and listen 
to the review of interesting books. You don’t have to have read 
the book, but you might want to afterwards!  3rd Tuesday of 
every month at 12:30-Bluebonnet Room, POA Activity Center, 
American Drive at Boggy Ford.  

Lunch and a Movie-Once a month this group meets to enjoy a 
movie and lunch. Join in and get to know some of your fellow 
LVWC members. Sign up once and receive information every 
month about a week prior to the outing with all the details of 
what, when and where. We can often get tickets at two for one 
in Cedar Park. The last week of the month is typically designated 
for the outing but may vary due to holidays.  Freth Carroll, 512-
784-6043 

Mah Jongg— is an interesting and FUN ancient Chinese tile 
game played with 3 or 4 people per table that allows for both 
skill and luck.  We use the National Mah Jongg League 
rules.  Whether you are an experienced player or new to the 
game, please join us (Free Lessons)!  Every Wednesday, year-
round from 1:00-4:00 at Tutta Italiana Coffee Shop on Lohman 
Ford. 
Merilea P.  817-458-2312  merilea@aol.com 

Out & About– Next outing is to a Glass Fussion class at Ceramics 
’n More on February 20 with lunch first.  Freth Carroll, 512-784
-6043 Details on page 8. 

Party Bridge -$2 per session on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays of 
each month! 1:00 pm. Bluebonnet Room, Activity Center 
Pat Storer.  512-267-3508   Susan Knox  512-267-0210  

Wine Tasting Around the World -Ellie Schriener-503-201-2708, 
Elyse Ernst 832-603-2051, Sheri Roberts 281-782-7817 
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For activities BY DATE 

see next page. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
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For contact information see previous page. To print this page as a reference, choose “Print” on your 
computer. On the menu that appears set “Print current page”. That way you will print only this page 
and not the entire newsletter. Of course, you may want the whole newsletter! 
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SIG Activities December12-January 8 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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News and Views 

Bits and Pieces 

Box Tops for Education Lago Vista 
Elementary School has participated in the 
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
program since 2002, earning over $10,000. 

(Fund use is restricted.) Visit boxtops4education.com for a list 
of participating products and valuable coupons. Bring your 
BT4E to the Women’s Club Luncheons and place them in the 
collections basket in the bar area. 

 
Looking forward to the next 
outing?  The next official outing is back 
by popular demand. We will be going to 
another “Glass Fusion” class at the 
Ceramics-n-More fired arts studio in 
Cedar Park.  This year they have a larger 
project planned for us. The cost will be 

$45/person payable at the time of the outing. Don’t forget to 
sign up at the SIG table at the luncheons so that they will have 
adequate supplies for everyone that wants to participate.  The 
date is February 20, 2019. As always, you are free to bring a 
little adult libations to share while you get those creative juices 
flowing. We will also have lunch together (restaurant and time 
to be announced) before our visit to the studio. Put it on your 
calendar and plan to come enjoy the day.   

 
The Gala Decorating Committee, chaired by Patty 

Nixa is requesting our teamwork in gathering 3 
or 5 candle table-top candelabras in SILVER OR 
BLACK. 
If you have and can donate or loan these items, 
please call or email Patty Nixa at 
patricianixa@gmail.com 

 
 

GOT WINE? 

At each monthly luncheon, a 
small group of volunteers brings 
wine and serves it to luncheon 
attendees. Donations are taken for 

the wine and are 
generously given to the 
club for philanthropic 
endeavors. To continue 
this practice, volunteers 
are needed to help 
serve the wine at each 
luncheon. If you 
would like to be a part 
of this committee, 
please contact Janet 
Cason,  832-265-1470 
or 

janet.carley@yahoo.com. 

 

Last month we announced that the first person to respond via email 

with the correct answer to the Brain Teaser would be acknowl-

edged in this edition. Since NO ONE SENT IN AN ANSWER 

WE WILL BE REPLACING THIS SECTION WITH SOME-

THING ELSE. 

      A man stands on one side of a 
  river, his dog on the other. The man 
  calls his dog, who immediately crosses 
the river without getting wet and without using a bridge or a 
boat. How did the dog do it?  ANSWER: The river was 
frozen. 

MEETINGS 
LVWC is a 501 (c) (3) Non-

Profit Organization. All 

meetings are open to 

everyone.  

• LVWC Executive  

Committee Meeting  

First Tuesday of the month 

K-Oaks Club House-9:30 am 

Sunflower Room   

• LVWC  Luncheons   

2nd Tuesday of the month  

K-Oaks Clubhouse-11:00 am   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
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News and Views 

Bits and Pieces (cont) 

Donna Nash gathered her talented and energetic Christmas 
Elves around her once again to deck the halls of K-Oaks 
Club House with all the trappings of a great Holiday 
Season. 
 
Everyone who enjoys the use of the Club House 
appreciates the hard work of these selfless Women’s Club 
members who year after year take on the singular task of 
bringing holiday cheer to all of us. Thanks! 

 
 
Judging from the enthusiastic 
postings on our Facebook 

private group page, everyone who 
attended the Caswell House Outing had a 
splendid time. The doors of the Caswell 
house were portals to great shopping, 
great friendship and great food. Visit our 

Facebook page for many pictures of smiling faces, beautiful 
decorations and ladies having a typical Lago Vista 
Women’s Club good time! 
 

 

From left to right, Karen Parker, Nancy Meierhoff, Patty Nixa, Jan Thompson, Cherry Barfoot, Claire McSwain, Carol Watson, Kay Schneider, Donna 

Nash, Joy Modawell, Nora Skaff, Donna White, Jane Russell and Elizabeth Goldsby 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
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News and Views 

Bits and Pieces (cont) 

The Belle Oaks Inn in Gonzales, Texas was the scene of 
the most recent gathering of the 
Kick the Bucket Group the weekend 
of Nov. 30 to Dec. 2. Headed and 
organized by Ann Murrow and 
Tami Flournoy this charming and 
gorgeously seasonally decorated bed 
and breakfast housed four couples 
and two of our unaccompanied 

members; leaving only one room to a befuddled couple 
trying hard to grasp the significance of the Lago Vista 
invasion! Participating were Ann Murrow, Tami and John 
Flournoy, Dee and Bill Phipps, Christy and Gary Ordener, 
Anna and Don Johndrow and Lee O’Hare. 
 

Tami Flournoy and her husband had visited the town 
of Gonzales and the Belle Oaks Inn previously and 
Tami’s recommendation and glowing comments about 
the town and the accommodations had been the 
genesis of the group’s trip there. No one was 
disappointed. The weekend started with Calories and 
Bubbles, hosted by Ann Murrow followed by trekking 
to the shopping district of Gonzales for holiday perusal 
and purchases and dinner at an outstanding Italian 
restaurant, La Tavola Italiana. Once back at the bed 
and breakfast the group took over the sitting room and 
we shared stories and laughter (and no small amount of 
the abundant wine provided by Ms. Murrow), did a 
hilarious gift exchange that included a roll of toilet paper, 
and then finally retired for the evening.  
 
Gonzales was celebrating the annual Winterfest and 
Saturday promised to be filled with activity. The eager 
group gathered at the elegant dinning room table for a 
scrumptious breakfast and then headed out to town to 
continue shopping before starting the tour of homes; 
focusing on the many historic homes that are so well 
preserved and revered in Gonzales that everywhere you 

look it would seem to present a step back in time. All the 
homes on the tour were manned with well informed 

members of the historical society of Gonzales who were 
well informed and able to answer the many questions that 
the participants peppered them with.  
 

In the early afternoon the 100 year old pipe organ became 
the center of attention with a beautiful program of holiday 
and classical music. Dinner at a typical sports bar was 
followed by the electric parade and then, back to the Belle 
Oaks Inn where Tami played the piano while Anna 
Johndrow recited a dramatic reading of the story of the 
Christ Child, a beautiful rendition of Silent Night was 
performed by all of the participants and more and more 
laughter as they all related stories of Christmas past and 
dreams of Christmas to come! They report that they are 

eager to repeat the experience! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
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News and Views 

Bits and Pieces (cont) 

 

Christmas (Noun) Christ·mas | \ˈkris-

məs The only time of the year in 
which one can sit in front of a dead 

tree and eat candy out of socks. 
 

Surviving Gift Giving… 
Here are some hilarious ideas for gift 
giving. These are real, not made up! 
 
A lock for your pint of ice cream! 
 

Mustache chew toy for a lucky dog! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The perfect gift for the insistent 
body builder! 

 
 
 
 
All of these marvelous and one 
of a kind gift ideas came from 
Goodhousekeeping.com. And 
there were many more that the 

editor opted NOT to include! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Time for Holiday Sharing!  

Let’s share our favorite holiday dessert or pot-luck dish 
recipe! This is the season in which many of us are 
challenged to bring something to gatherings. Why not mix 
it up a little bit? Post your favorite recipe on our Facebook 
private page...all postings there are visible only to our 
members. If you haven’t signed up yet, ask to become a 
member. One of us will confirm that the person 
requesting access is indeed a member before they are given 
access. Post your favorite recipe there and we can all 
benefit! 
 
To get it started, the editor is sharing one of her favorite 
recipes. It’s perfect for this time of year, due to the 
pumpkin spice addiction cooler climes and evergreens 
seem to produce! It will also go on Facebook. 
 

Pumpkin Spice Dump Cake 
Ingredients: 
16 ounces pumpkin purée 
13 ounces evaporated milk 
2 teaspoons pumpkin spice 
4 eggs 
1 ½ cups sugar 
18 ½ ounces yellow cake mix 
1 cup butter, melted 
1 cup pecans, chopped 
Procedure 
Mix pumpkin, evaporated milk, spice, eggs and sugar. 
Pour into ungreased 9x13 pan. Sprinkle with the dry cake 
mix. Next sprinkle with melted butter. Top with pecans. 
Bake at 350°F for 40-45 minutes or until firm. May take a 
little longer. 

A “Do Not Want To Do 
List.” We all need one of these 
sometimes! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/
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If you are planning an event at K-Oaks and would like to rent either the 
table settings or our table cloths, contact 512-705-3683.  

 

HAVING AN EVENT? 

 

 Happy December Birthdays! 

Jillian COLBURN DEC 1 

Katheran ACMORSONI - LOERA DEC 2 

Debbie SPILMAN DEC 2 

Patricia EVANS DEC 4 

Mindy HENSEN DEC 7 

Brenda MARTIN DEC 11 

Mary SELBY DEC 12 

Jan EEDS DEC 13 

Coma GAAR DEC 17 

Bonnie RUPPRECHT DEC 17 

Kathy COTTON DEC 18 

JoAnn DAUGHERTY DEC 21 

Paula RIDDLE DEC 22 

Linda McCULLOUGH DEC 24 

Tina HOGLUND DEC 26 

Carole MITCHELL DEC 26 

Carol WATSON DEC 26 

Patricia BROWN DEC 29 

Linda BOTTOMS DEC 30 

Lisa J SPREEN DEC 30 

Nancy MOORE DEC 31 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lvwomensclub/

