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CAMCO: Spreading Cancer Awareness
Across College and University Campuses
One man’s cancer has created an awareness movement that is spreading across Texas,
university by university. Lawrence Estaville, Ph.D., a Texas State University professor,
is a cancer survivor whose life was saved through a bone marrow donation. Dr. Estaville
realized that the thousands of healthy young people on his campus were unaware they
had the astonishing ability to save a life.
Dr. Estaville partnered with Be The Match at South Texas Blood & Tissue Center
(STBTC) and other agencies to create CAMCO: Cancer Awareness Month and
Community Outreach. Three years ago, its inaugural campaign on the Texas State
University campus saw an overwhelming response with 1,163 donors registered.
In 2010, Texas State CAMCO expanded the program
to include University of Texas-San Antonio, Sam
Houston State University, Texas A&M and University
of North Texas. Thousands of students attended events
that stressed the importance of cancer prevention and
early detection.
Students supported bone marrow registrations and
educational offerings with the help of CAMCO partners Students visited STBTC’s table
that include Be The Match, Susan G. Komen for the
at the UTSA Health Fair.
Cure, the American Cancer Society and the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society.
Yvonne Ybarra, Director of the South & Central Texas Marrow Donor Program, says,
“The students really embrace the idea of reaching out, helping a stranger and saving
lives. Doctor Estaville’s dream of ensuring that every patient who seeks a match will
find one is a concept these students care about and understand.”
CAMCO has registered more than 8,000
donors in the Be The Match program
since its inception.
Ybarra says STBTC is committed to
CAMCO, noting, “It is our goal to continue rolling this out to other universities
across the state.” She adds that STBTC
was honored when Texas State awarded its
CAMCO Outstanding Leadership Award
Texas State Student Athletes: Jonathan Porterie,
to STBTC this year.
Brian Lilly, Sam Pier, Justin Iwuji

Message from
the President

Norman D. Kalmin, MD
CEO/President & Medical Director
South Texas Blood & Tissue Center
When I joined the South Texas
Regional Blood Bank (as the South
Texas Blood & Tissue Center was
then called) in 1983, it was a small
community blood bank on San Pedro
Avenue. During the past 27 years,
the organization has diversified and
undergone tremendous growth. That
growth continues in 2010 with the
Center’s first-ever expansion outside
the state of Texas. With the opening
of the QualTex Laboratories satellite
in Norcross, GA later this year, I
will move to Georgia to focus my
leadership as CEO and Medical Director of that operation.
I look forward to new developments
planned for the Center as my successor, Kevin Land, MD, takes the
reins as President/CEO and Medical
Director of STBTC on July 1st.

Naturally, blood services will continue
to be the cornerstone of our activities
and we will add fixed donor collection
sites throughout South Texas in order
to keep up with the growing demand
for this vital biological resource. Our
staff is focusing on high schools and
universities to build a solid corps of
young, healthy, lifelong donors in
addition to maintaining our cadre of
loyal, regular donors.
Diversification of services has resulted in a major challenge to more
effectively address the growing need
for automation and data management throughout the organization.
Thus, we are placing a heavy emphasis on Information Technology
Systems and will be implementing
a state-of-the-art software program
on our mainframe computer. Program management has also been
ramped up to improve the efficiency
of operations. All of this is dependent on an excellent quality assurance
department and that is an area that
the Center continues to develop and
refine. Integral to the function of all
services, QA guides every department
through the complex regulations and
requirements to ensure we meet the
highest standards.
STBTC has grown to become one of
the larger employers in the city of San
Antonio and the region – particularly
of skilled, educated labor. With more
than 800 employees, the Center is
proud of the longevity and continuity

A major focus for the Center in the
coming years will be centered on the
field of regenerative medicine – a
wave of the future in medicine. By
consolidating tissue, cord blood,
bone marrow and peripheral blood
stem cell services, this organization
will engage in important collaborative research to develop new cellular
components that can be use to repair
damaged tissue throughout the body.
Dr. Kalmin donating blood on an
STBTC mobile unit
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that our staff provides. Twenty-nine
employees have been with us in excess
of 20 years, and many of these are
in key leadership roles. Our human
resources department has played a
major role in ensuring that we hire
an excellent professional staff that
continues to be the backbone of this
organization.

Jenny Kalmin & Dr. Kalmin at the
2009 Red and White Ball

Financially, the Center is stable and
self-sufficient. As a not-for-profit, it
is important to generate sufficient
revenue to cover the cost of services
we provide, including some charitable
services to the community. Although
fee for service generates most of
the center’s finances, fundraising is
essential to maintaining low service
fees and our continued growth. Since
2004, The Blood and Tissue Center Foundation has been a valuable
asset to the Center – particularly in

STBTC’s
Board of Directors

Dennis Stahl (Chair)
Michael Beldon (Vice Chair)
John Feik (Secretary)
Darryl Waldron, PhD (Treasurer)
Susan Ehrman
Yasan Gooding, PhD
Robert (Wayne) Hilliard, PhD
Norman D. Kalmin, MD
Charles Lerner, MD
Blanca Molina, MD
Margaret Peters, MD
Bill Rasco, FACHE
Karen Stiefel, PhD, FACHE

QualTex Laboratories will continue to headquarter in San
Antonio, and although I’ll commute here from Atlanta on
a regular basis, this is a bittersweet transition for me as I
leave the city and community that has been home to me and
my family for almost 27 years. I am grateful to all who have
made this chapter of my service to the STBTC so gratifying
– all the people represented in the entities mentioned above
and the thousands of community volunteers whose names
cannot fit into this space. Your contributions to the success
of this important medical mission are deeply appreciated.

its support of the Texas Cord Blood Bank. An added
advantage of the Foundation has been its ability to attract
a wide range of community leaders whose knowledge
and influence greatly assists management to develop the
services that we provide.
A strong Board of Directors lends the community support that has enabled the Center to envision the future,
develop strategies and implement ideas. I feel fortunate
that STBTC has been able to attract the brightest and
best of our community to advise and guide the organization. These devoted volunteers dedicate countless hours
in support of all that we provide for the inhabitants of
South Texas and beyond.

East Central ISD Earns First STBTC Pacesetter Award
South Texas Blood & Tissue Center has granted its
first Pacesetter Award to East Central Independent
School District (ECISD) for providing exceptional
outreach and educating the public about blood, tissue,
marrow and cord blood donation.

Mary Beth Fisk, Executive
Vice President, STBTC;
Gary Patterson, Superintendent, East Central ISD;
Damon Trainer, Principal,
Oak Crest Intermediate
School

ECISD has embraced an innovative bereavement
program sponsored by the STBTC’s Bereavement
Education Support Taskforce (BEST). BEST professionals have provided ECISD faculty, counselors and
administrators with the tools to respond to grief situations in the ECISD family.
Since participating in the BEST program, the faculty
has proven to be responsive, sensitive and effective in
the healing process following the death of a loved one.

Students shared messages
of hope attached to balloons which were then
released into the sky.

Children who have suffered loss have expressed
their feelings through creative responses that have
benefited them in their healing quest.

QualTex Laboratories Continue Expansion Plans

Business leaders in the Atlanta area are celebrating the arrival of a new employer in town – QualTex Laboratories.
A new facility is undergoing renovation in preparation for
the modern testing lab that will employ up to 125 medical
professionals. When it opens this fall, QualTex Laboratories will operate as a full-service satellite of the sister lab in
San Antonio, providing the same testing services for blood
and plasma centers worldwide.

Linda Myers, Executive Vice President of QualTex,
notes, “This new operation will allow us to expand services
and provide a safety net. We’re testing for 235 different

centers daily and if our lab had a fire or other disaster, it
would have an enormous impact on our customers. This
back-up facility will ensure seamless service.”
Also, Myers notes that the Atlanta area location gives East
Coast customers faster, more direct access, saving shipping
and handling fees. In 2009, QualTex Laboratories tested
more than seven million client samples, and this satellite
location allows for further growth. “We’ve maximized our
capacity in San Antonio,” Myers says, “so this expansion is
both necessary and prudent.”
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Young Artists Create Chalk Art
Masterpieces About Saving Lives
Give a kid a box of sidewalk chalk,
an inspirational idea and a giant
sidewalk and watch the magic begin.
More than 40 youngsters, ages 5-18,
participated in the first Chalk Art
Festival: “Picassos Under the
Pavilion” on April 10, at the South
Texas Blood & Tissue Center Donor
Pavilion.
Inspired by the theme, “Connect for
Life,” which focuses on the importance of life-saving donations of
blood, tissue, bone marrow and cord
blood, the kids proved you’re never
too young (or too old) to be a part of
the STBTC mission.

Young artist Kaitlyn is intently
focused on her work.

One boy drew a perfect likeness of
Batman and inscribed, “You can be
a hero, too, if you donate blood and
tissue.” Others drew hearts, rainbows,
flowers and happy faces, complete
with sentiments and friendly admonitions to encourage everyone to
donate the life-saving components
that STBTC collects, processes and
distributes to hospitals and clinics in a
43-county region every day.

Tootsie the Clown is a
patient model.

Hot dogs, music, judges, prizes for
the winners and goodie bags for every
participant made for an old-fashioned
family event that’s sure to grow each
year as word gets out. It’s creative fun
with an altruistic message.
Thanks to all who contributed to the
day’s fun and to Fox TV’s Michael
Valdez and local artists Jenny Kalmin
and Helene Merren who served as
celebrity judges. The Chalk Art
Festival is a natural extension of the
STBTC’s medical mission and longtime support of the arts.

Michael Valdez and his son enjoyed
all the activities of the day.

Life Links Julia & Olivia Ibarra
When chemotherapy treatments
proved ineffective for 14-year-old
Olivia Ibarra’s leukemia, a marrow
transplant became necessary. Her
sister Julia was a perfect match.

“I didn’t show it, but I was nervous
and scared. But me being scared
was nothing compared to having to
live with cancer,” Julia said about
the marrow donation procedure. “I
wanted to change her life. It’s a great
thing to do.”
The miracle exchange took place on
October 20, 2008 when Olivia received a successful marrow transplant.
The family sought to turn the experience into a positive influence on

others. Because of her experience with leukemia, Olivia
feels led to study biochemistry or microbiology when she
enters college. “God gave me
this struggle to get down the
right path,” she says. Olivia
also promotes donation at
her high school blood drives.
During her long fight, she
The Ibarra Family: Olivia, Jacki, Henrianna, Henry, Julia
received numerous transfusions of red blood cells and platelets;
The Ibarras held together during
she is grateful for what donors do.
this nightmare, sharing the mutual
bonds of love.
Julia entered an essay contest on
how to use the Internet to change
the community for the better. Her
winning entry idea was the creation
of a Web site to encourage people to
register as potential donors.
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Sisters Olivia and Julia share even
more – the gift of restored life.
“She’s my hero,” says Olivia.

The Blood & Tissue Center Foundation
Red and White Ball 2010!

Plans are whirring for the 7th Annual Red and White Ball
hosted by The Blood and Tissue Center Foundation. Co-Chairs
Beverly Purcell-Guerra and Dr. Fernando A. Guerra and Kim
and Michael Fisher are collaborating on a dazzling event scheduled for October 9, 2010 at the Marriott Rivercenter. A sneak
preview reveals that the Rick Cavender Band will be back with
favorite dance tunes. Watch for more news … and mark your
calendars for this don’t-miss social happening that supports the
work of the Texas Cord Blood Bank.

Fifteenth Hospital Joins Cord Blood Collection Centers

2010 Ball Co-Chairs Michael & Kim Fisher and
Beverly Purcell-Guerra & Dr. Fernando A. Guerra

Central Texas Medical Center, San Marcos, is the 15th hospital in the
state to partner with the Texas Cord Blood Bank (TCBB) to collect
umbilical cord blood donated by consenting mothers following healthy
births. With this addition, the collection points span the state, north to south, east to west and central. TCBB staff continues
to seek hospital partners to expand the potential for collecting lifesaving cord blood for patients in Texas and beyond. To date,
the TCBB has collected approximately 20,000 cord blood units and has banked 6,500.

A Great Place to Work!

In its 36-year history, STBTC has played an integral role in community health. With a healing mission and a progressive
approach, it has been a steadfast employer of skilled professionals, and a place where employees stay.
Longevity and commitment have brought continuity and been key to the Center’s reputation for excellence. Sandra Muñoz,
Vice President of Human Resources, says, “People tell us all the time that they stay because this is a family. What we do for
the community is meaningful and gratifying work. They feel good to be a part of an organization that impacts health in such
a positive way.”

Congratulations to These Individuals with 20 Plus Years of Employment!

John Sellers (31), Sandra Muñoz (30), Ninfa Hernandez (30),
Irma Villarreal (31), Al Ruiz (30).

First row: Dr. Norman Kalmin (27), Anna Lopez (20), Corrine Avila (21),
Marty Halstead (20)
Second row: Joe Carrasco (28), Susan Wesch (27), Annette Emmons (20),
Amando Sanchez (21), Jerry Martinez (25), Tom Parrish (20),
Denise Rowe (22), Eddie Martinez (25)

Suzanne Dominguez (23), Rosemary Guzman (28),
Sara Lopez (34)

Not pictured:
Gloria Martinez (22), Anna Al-Salim (23), Greta Friedrichs (26),
Irene Castillo (27), Rosario Hernandez (29), Lolita Clark (30),
Gloria Longoria (30), Dolores Medina (32), Gloria Hernandez (34)
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Blood Services
Focus Charts … Identifying Blood Needs

A new system has been implemented to help maintain a supply of the blood components
and types that are most needed by patients. Focus charts monitor blood needs in the
medical community and identify donors whose blood types are needed. Collecting the
right product from the right donor for the right patient is the goal and it’s working!

Advisory Councils Helping to Build Donor Base

Debora Aguilar
Cowboy Breakfast

Over the past few years, STBTC has opened fixed donor sites to make it more convenient
for donors to give. Now, Blood/Platelet Donor Advisory Councils are helping the Center
reach out and attract more donors. Councils, made up of volunteers who utilize the fixed sites, are helping STBTC communicate with neighbors, area businesses and schools, and to recruit a strong donor base at each site. If you’d like to serve on a
Donor Advisory Council and be an important part of this lifesaving service, we’d love to hear from you! Call Shari Miller at
(210) 731-5555, ext. 1410.

Cesar Chavez Blood Drive Challenge

Nine colleges and universities in the region served by the South Texas Blood & Tissue
Center participated in a nationwide community service project in March that raised
awareness of the need for blood donors, while honoring American civic leader
Cesar E. Chavez.
St. Mary’s University, UTSA, Northwest Vista College, San Antonio College, Our
Lady of the Lake University, Palo Alto College, Victoria College, University of the
Incarnate Word, UTHSCSA and Texas A&M International in Laredo contributed
1,022 blood donations during the Cesar Chavez Blood Drive Challenge. Besides
increasing donor participation within the Hispanic/Latino community, the event is
designed to raise awareness of health issues such as diabetes.
Sponsored by MigrantStudents.org, the campaign motivates students to save lives
through regular blood donations. STBTC engages in the campaign as part of its Donar
Sangre es Donar Vida campaign to communicate the need for more Hispanic donors.

Mr. & Mrs. Sanchez stopped by the
“Donor Sangre” table to show support.

How to Have a Pleasant Donation Experience
✔ Eat a full meal within four hours before your donation. Aim for low-fat,
high-calcium foods.
✔ Drink at least 6-8 glasses of fluids 24 hours before your donation.
This includes water, fruit juice, milk or any combination of those three.
✔ Be sure to get a good night’s rest before your donation.
NOTE: If you have not had the recommended fluid intake or have
not eaten, please let your technician know before you donate.
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Promotional Blood Drives

Jan. - April. 2010

Hill Country Blood Drives
January 19: 286 blood donations
March 3: 224 blood donations
Frequent Donor Blood Drives
February 4: 279 blood donations
April 8: 232 blood donations
Victoria Police Chief Bruce Ure
GAP Valentine Blood Drive

KENS 5 Blood Drive
January 8: 710 blood donations
55 marrow

GAP Valentine Blood Drive
February 8: 68 blood donations
KAVU Blood Drive
February 12: 149 blood donations

Pro 8 Blood Drive
February 19: 40 blood donations

Carolina Espinoza
Rose Radio Blood Drive

Give Blood, Play Hockey Blood Drive
February 27: 283 blood donations

Rose Radio Blood Drive
March 5: 67 blood donations

Celebrate Life Blood Drive
April 2: 323 blood donations

Tyler Fore
KLUP/KSLR Blood Drive
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6211 IH 10 W.
San Antonio, TX 78201
Serving the community for over 35 years.

Donor Rooms
San Antonio:

Pavilion: 6211 IH 10 West
Northeast: 8527 Village Drive, Ste. 106
Shavano: 4079 N. Loop 1604 W., Ste. 102
Southeast: 3158 SE Military Dr., Ste. 104
Westover Hills: 10555 Culebra, Ste. 107
Victoria: 1109 Sam Houston Dr
New Braunfels: 651 N IH 35, Ste. 830

Get into the shape that saves lives!
Help create the world’s largest human blood
drop! Come to Alamo Stadium on Friday,
June 18 at 5 p.m., receive your red T-shirt
& pose for the historic photo.
Sign up at www.southtexasblood.org
or any of our social networking sites.

Get Connected - Join our network!
facebook.com/connectforlife
twitter.com/connectforlife
myspace.com/connectforlife
m
pace.com/connectf

“I donated blood for the 1st
time yesterday because last
year blood donors saved my
father’s life.” - DD

G
Get
for a chance to win great prizes!
et
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southtexasblood.org

givetexaslife.org

qualtexlabs.org

marrow.org

bloodntissue.org/texascordbloodbank

