
To whom it may concern:

My name is James Fabiano and I am program director of a remarkable program 
that has been on the seacoast for the past 28 years. The name of the program is 
Project SEARCH. It is a collaborative effort by many schools on the seacoast of 
New Hampshire and Maine. In fact, it is a one of a kind program that introduces 
college life to almost 200 students and has them confront issues they will have to 
deal with in their lives. 

Attached is a report of the 2009-2010 SEARCH program. I have been with the 
program since its inception and have had conversations with many past 
participants of SEARCH who tell me how the program not only helped them cope 
with the changes they experienced during their first year away from their high 
school but also make them think about important issues that confront us all. 

The 2010 – 2011 SEARCH program is developing to become one of the most 
insightful and motivating programs we have had to date. I also want to take the 
time to thank Ms. Dorothy M. Byrne, President of The Byrne Foundation. Her 
generous contribution to Project SEARCH has helped hundreds of young men and 
women of New Hampshire and Maine. This year TD Bank made it possible to not 
increase tuition rates. We all understand these are difficult economic times but 
with the help of people like Ms. Dorothy M. Byrne and industries like TD Bank 
this important program is destined to continue. I also want to thank all of the 
advisors from the Seacoast Schools who supported both myself and the program. 
If you have any questions or concerns about this report please feel free to contact 
me at any time. 

Thanks for your time and consideration.

James Fabiano
Project SEARCH program director
University of New Hampshire
207-363-4671 (home)
603-659-3271 (school)
207-408-8027 (cell)
fabianoj@newmarket.k12.nh.us (school E-mail)
james.fabiano60@gmail.com      (home E-mail)

mailto:james.fabiano60@gmail.com


Project SEARCH is designed to provide an on-campus, intellectually challenging 
experience for academically motivated high school students. The program has 
been in operation since 1983, recently completing its 27th year.  The total program 
enrollment ranges from 190 - 200 students, with the population consisting of 86% 
seniors, 12% juniors, and 2% sophomores. School enrollment numbers range from 
5-25 students, based on school size and individual school district budgets.

Participants travel to the University of New Hampshire-Durham campus for six 
afternoon seminars each semester. Each seminar consists of a one-hour 
presentation and a one-hour discussion group.  During a typical presentation, 
participants hear informative, controversial, and often alternative perspectives on 
issues.  During the discussion groups, students are encouraged to share their ideas 
and opinions with peers in their group.  Students from the participating schools are 
deliberately assigned so that only one or two students from any one school will be 
present in each group.  A graduate student from the UNH Teacher Education or 
Counseling programs facilitates the discussion group. 

Additional SEARCH activities include a ropes course day at the beginning of the 
academic year and a spring semester field trip to Boston. The ropes course day is 
designed to develop cooperation, communication, and problem-solving skills, 
laying the foundation for the discussion group environment. During the field trip 
to Boston, students experience an afternoon at historic Faneuil Hall and a 
theatrical production. Participants are eligible to take courses at the UNH-Durham 
campus through the Challenging Academically Talented Students (CATS) 
program; upon successful completion of the course, the Program shall reimburse 
the cost of tuition.



Participating School Information 

Coe-Brown Northwood Academy, Northwood, NH
Dover High School, Dover, NH
Epping High School, Epping, NH
Newmarket High School, Newmarket, NH
Noble High School, North Berwick, ME
Nute High School, Milton, NH
Prospect Mountain High School, Alton, NH
R.W. Traip Academy Kittery, ME
Spaulding High School, Rochester, NH
Winnacunnet High School, Hampton, NH



Program Mission

To provide a forum on a college campus where high school students from 
southeastern New Hampshire and southern Maine can experience a series of 
presentations covering challenging interdisciplinary topics and interact with each 
other in discussion groups.

To foster positive attitudes toward the exploration of new and stimulating ideas 
through the exposure to presentations and subsequent group meetings through 
which they can hone their discussion skills.

To provide UNH graduate students with the experiential opportunity of developing 
group leadership and critical thinking skills for teaching intellectually curious 
students.

To encourage a positive spirit regarding the joy of learning through the 
collaboration of the high schools, their students, future teachers and practicing 
educators.

Important Changes from the 2008-2009 Program

The severity of the economy made it critical the program make financial changes 
in order to keep the program at it present state. This year we opted away from the 
Brown Center at the University of New Hampshire to the ropes course at Dover 
High School. Instead of hiring 10 Brown Center employees, SEARCH program 
advisors worked the activities at the ropes course. This saved the program over 
$4600.00. The program will also begin the 2009-2010 school year in Dover. This 
particular move allowed the program to freeze its tuition to the school. 



2009 – 2010 Report 

Based on a 1-5 scale where 1 is weak and 5 is strong

September 23, 2009: Discussion Panel arguing both sides of the  
abstinence issue

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
 

 5: 57.5 % 5: 41.7 % 5: 26.3 % 5: 64.0 %
4:  21.0% 4: 31.2 % 4: 35.8 % 4: 34.4 %
3:  21.5% 3: 13.33 % 3: 34.4 % 3: 1.6 %
4:    0 % 2: 10.8.% 2: 3.5 % 2: 0.0 %
5:    0 % 1: 2.7 % 1: 0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes:  

The students were both interested enthusiastic about this issue. I am happy to report they 
treated both speakers with respect even though they did not agree with  both the speakers. 
The questions were exceptional and the group discussion leaders reported strong and 
clear communication in their groups. 

I am also happy to report that over 97% of SEARCH students attending this session. 

October 7, 2009: The politics of global warming

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speaker: Question Period: Groups:
5: 35.2 % 5: 46.5 % 5: 20.2 % 5: 61.1 %
4: 41.2 % 4: 37.4 % 4: 45.4 % 4: 22.1 %
3: 19.1 % 3: 16.1 % 3: 13.7 % 3: 16.8 %
2: 4.5 % 2: 0.0 % 2: 15.8 % 2: 0.0 %
1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 5.0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: This was SEARCH students first association with a single lecturer. One of the 
purposes of SEARCH is to show the students different forms of post-secondary classes. 

His manner was a bit dry but these students realize that SEARCH is not just 
entertainment. They were elected to the program in order to get a taste of the college 
experience 



Many students who were into science and engineering enjoyed this session while other 
students who were more inclined to subjective studies reported the professor was difficult 
to follow. 

October 21, 2009: Glaciers R Us by Dr. Fahnestock

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
5: 50.8 % 5: 51.9 % 5: 52.3%  5: 30.9%
4: 22.1 % 4: 22.4 % 4: 24.4%  4: 35.6%
3: 23.7 % 3: 15.7 % 3: 20.2%  3: 10.5%
2: 3.4 % 2: 0.0 % 2: 2.3%  2: 11.5%
1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: .08%  1: 0.00%

Notes: This was the second of the lecture experiences. This was more of a multi-media 
event. 

I, and the speaker were impressed by the maturity level of the student audience. After the 
discussion group of which the speaker participated he expressed he was totally impressed 
by the audience. At the start he thought the audience was too young but after the lecture 

November 4, 2009: The paranormal by Isabeau Esby

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
5: 78.3 % 5: 25.8 % 5: 49.2 % 5; 60.0 %
4: 19.0 % 4: 47.5 % 4: 32.2 % 4: 16.8 %
3:  1.3 % 3: 19.0 % 3: 17.2 % 3: 23.4 %
2: 1.4 % 2: 7.7 % 2:  1.4 % 2: 0.0 %
1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1:  0.0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: My students enjoyed listening to Isabeau Esby who is a known psychic in the area. 
She brought a 'ghost hunter' with her that took over much of the lecture. Even though my 
students enjoyed this session they had hoped to have spent more time with Isabeau. In the 
future I will make sure who the speakers are bringing with them. 



November 18, 2009: Christine Schadler “Wil-e-coyote”

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speaker: Question Period: Groups:
5: 73.7 % 5: 72.14 % 5: 68.2 & 5: 75.3 %
4: 19.1 % 4:  8.9 % 4: 21.2 % 4: 13.9 %
3: 3.5 % 3: 10.3 % 3:  9.1 % 3:  6.9 %
2: 3.7 % 2:  8.0 % 2: 1.5 % 2: 5.0 %
1: 0.0 % 1:  0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: This has been a favorite of Project SEARCH over the years. Ms. Schadlers 
enthusiasm is picked up by the students. In fact, I like to schedule her seminars at least 
once every three years. The students loved every part of this seminar. It covers the 
biology lecture part of the seminar series. 

December 9, 2009: snow cancellation: reschedule for March 31
Holocaust Panel: German, Rwandan, Sudan

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
5: 87.7 % 5: 84.8 % 5: 77.6 % 5: 62.6 %
4: 1.5 % 4: 3.5 % 4: 10.0 % 4: 28.2 %
3: 10.8 % 3: 7.6 % 3: 10.6 % 3: 8.4 %
2: 0.0 % 2: 3.2 % 2: 2.2 % 2: 1.0 %
1: 0.0 % 1: 1.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: This was the most powerful of the SEARCH seminars in the Fall semester. 
We had a panel discussion with a person who survived the German Holocaust, a 
person who survived the Rwandan genocide, and a person who survived the 
Sudanese genocide and was one of the lost boys.  As a program we decided to tape 
this particular session. All schools were given a copy. A copy was also given to 
the Byrnes Foundation and TD Bank. 



January 13, 2010: World War II Veterans

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
 

 5: 67.4 % 5: 66.7 % 5: 76.3 % 5: 44.0 %
4:  25.0% 4: 1.2 % 4: 15.8 % 4: 54.4 %
3:   7.5% 3: 13.33 % 3:  4.4 % 3: 1.6 %
4:    0 % 2: 15.8 % 2: 3.5 % 2: 0.0 %
5:    0 % 1: 3.0 % 1: 0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: Since we are losing scores of WWII veterans every day I thought it best to have 
the SEARCH students talk with people who were part of this important history of our 
nation. In the panel I had a Pearl Harbor survivor, a D-Day survivor, and an Eastern 
Theater survivor. The students were impresses with the emotions of these gentlemen. The 
Q&A period was remarkable with many wishing we did not break up into groups. 

February 3, 2010: A discussion of UFO's. By MUFON

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speaker: Question Period: Groups:
5: 48.2 % 5: 26.5 % 5: 35.2 % 5: 81.1 %
4: 21.2 % 4: 27.4 % 4: 35.4 % 4: 12.1 %
3: 29.1 % 3: 26.1 % 3: 28.7 % 3: 6.8 %
2: 1.5 % 2: 10.9 % 2: 0.8 % 2: 0.0 %
1: 0.0 % 1: 9.1 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: Everyone in SEARCH was looking forward to this session. James Carrion of 
MUFON was scheduled to talk with my students. At the last minute he sent his 
subordinate to run the lecture. She was weak and unprepared. Even though it was obvious 
she was not ready for the lecture the SEARCH students treated her with respect and 
attention. In the future I will probably book the subject but not the organization. 



March 10, 2010: The art of the comic 

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
5: 80.8 % 5: 81.9 % 5: 82.3%  5: 45.3%
4: 12.1 % 4: 16.4 % 4:  4.4%  4: 30.8%
3: 3.7 % 3: 1.7 % 3: 11.9%  3: 18.9%
2: 3.4 % 2: 0.0 % 2: 2.3%  4: 5.00%
1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 0.00%  5: 0.00%

Notes: What started out to be an entertainment session became a 'back-stage' look at the 
life of a comic. The SEARCH students also learned what it takes to be a comic and how 
it takes years of experience and luck to be able to support oneself with this career. The 
speaker was remarkably entertaining and became one of the more popular seminars of the 
semester.                     

March 24, 2010: Discover of our oceans through Geology by Dr. Sarah 
Carmichael

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speakers: Question Period: Groups:
5: 78.3 % 5: 60.8 % 5: 57.2 % 5; 60.0 %
4:  4.0 % 4: 32.5 % 4: 34.2 % 4: 26.8 %
3: 6.3 % 3:  6.70 % 3:  7.2 % 3: 10.0 %
2: 11.4 % 2:  0.00% 2: 1.4 % 2:  3.4 %
1: 0.0 % 1:  0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1:  0.0 %

Notes: Dr. Carmichael is a young professor who teaches Geology at Appalachian 
College. She was an excellent lecturer who used a lot of multi-media to build interest in 
her presentation. The most effective part of Dr. Carmichael was that she was a past 
SEARCH student. This affected the SEARCH students clearly demonstrating what their 
futures would look like with some hard work and perseverance. 

April 7, 2010: The Boston Poetry Slam

Seminar Topic: Seminar Speaker: Question Period: Groups:
5: 73.7 % 5: 72.1 % 5: 58.2 & 5: 79.3 %
4: 13.7 % 4: 18.9 % 4: 21.2 % 4: 8.9 %
3: 11.5 % 3: 9.3 % 3: 19.1 % 3: 11.9 %
2:  1.7 % 2: 0.0 % 2: 1.5 % 2: 0.0 %
1:  0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 % 1: 0.0 %

Notes: This particular session is a favorite of Project SEARCH. Simone Beaubien who is 
slam master in Boston, MA brought three other poets with her. As always she 
entertained, instructed as to how Poetry Slams work, and allowed many of SEARCH 



students to play out their poetry in front of their peers. Many of these students did not 
want this seminar to end. 

On April 10, 2010, the SEARCH students enjoyed the theatrical presentation of “Shear 
Madness”  Before this they spent time together at Fanueil Hall building strong 
relationships that promise to last a long time.  

2010 – 2011 Fall semester:

September 16, 2010: Ropes Course at Dover High School
September 22, 2010 Panel discussion on gay marriage
October 6, 2010 TBA
October 20, 2010 Panel discussion concerning the war in Afghanistan
November 3, 2010 The past and present history of Druids (witchcraft)
November 17, 2010 Socrates Exchange
December 12, 2010 Boston Poetry Slam.

The spring schedule is in the process of being confirmed. 

If anyone has any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at your 
convenience. 

Respectfully submitted:

James Fabiano
Project SEARCH program director
University of New Hampshire
207-363-4671 (home)
603-659-3271 (school)
207-408-8027 (cell)
fabianoj@newmarket.k12.nh.us (school E-mail)
james.fabiano60@gmail.com (Home E-mail)
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