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Que Pasa?
What's Happening?

News Nuggets
•

Tuesday, December 12,
7:00p.m. Council Meeting.

•

Voter’s Meeting, Dec.17, after
the Service. Everyone is invited.
This is for the Church budget.

•

Divine Service; 9:30 a.m. Adult
bible study is after the service.
Communion is 1st & 3rd Sunday
of the month.

December 2017

Confessional Unity: Part 3
[Pastor’s Note: In the shadow of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the underlying theme in my
monthly newsletter article will be confessional unity, which is not only the glue that holds us together
as a congregation, a district, and a synod, but also a fence that separates us, sadly, from other Lutheran bodies.]
Among Lutherans - nay, among Christians - the very cornerstone of confessional unity is the Sacrament of the Altar. We in the Missouri Synod believe and teach that our doctrine and practice is guided by God’s Word, and when we consider Communion, one question punctuates our understanding
of “confessional unity”:

•

Advent Services; Dec. 6,13,20
10:30 a.m.

•

Christmas Eve Service 4:00 p.m.,
Perhaps the answer can be found in a different question: Who is not invited to the Lord’s Supper?
Christmas Day,9:30 a.m. New
Years Eve Service,4:00 p.m.
I read a paper by a Lutheran pastor which makes the point that “Jesus nowhere commands the

•

Tuesdays, at 9:30 a.m. in the
fellowship hall, Pastor E.B., a
bible study from The Bible Project.

•

Wed. Men’s Bible Breakfast 6:30
a.m. at The Huddle House in San
Juan.

•

John Knox Lutheran Communion, 4th Tuesday of every month
with Pastor Holschuh 2:00 p.m.

•

Thrivent Members, please call
Thrivent to confirm how your
Choice Dollars are committed.

Who is invited to the Lord’s Supper?

Church Website
www.zionalamo.org.
Want to give when you are away?
Send checks to:
Zion Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 805
Alamo, TX 78516

church to invite everyone to this Supper. The gospel, the good news, we are to preach in all the
world. And regarding baptism Jesus says, ‘Baptize all nations.’ Never, however, does he say: ‘Give
my body and blood to everyone.’ It was instituted in the close fellowship of the twelve. It is not for
everyone. The Lord has to tell us under what circumstances or to whom this sacrament is a blessing.” And so He did, through the Apostle Paul, whose exhortation in 1 Corinthians is the law of the
Communion rail, so to speak:
27 Whoever,

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. (1 Corinthians 11:27-30 ESV)
But how does confessional unity fit into Paul’s exhortation about (un)worthiness? The church in
Corinth was not Roman Catholic, nor Lutheran, nor any other denomination or sect. Paul’s letter
was addressed to “the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
both their Lord and ours (v. 1 ESB),” the Christian Church.
Luther wrote that “those who are cold and careless, who use Christian freedom as a cover for their
disinterest with respect to God; the impudent and wild, who discount their sins and grace” ought
not to approach the altar. Such persons place their soul in peril by drinking the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner.
Faith creates the desire to amend one’s sinful life. The repentant sinner who approaches the Lord’s
Table in genuine faith does so, then, in accordance with 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. Paul did not intend
for the overseers of the church in Corinth to determine who was invited to Communion, but that
right administration of the Sacrament requires oversight.

1 Corinthians 11 does not forbid anyone from the Lord’s Table. Communion is to be administered
and received in conformity with our Confessions and God’s Word. By diligently ensuring that those
who desire to approach the altar have been sufficiently instructed (with regard to Baptism, repentance, faith, self-examination, and confessional unity), our church—and our congregation—finds the
Hospitalized? Nursing Homes/ Hos- answer to a question no longer needed to be asked: Who is invited to the Lord’s Supper?
pice? Please say “Yes,” when asked That’s it for now. Look for “Confessional Unity: Part 4” next month. Until then, may the Lord bless
whether to allow visitors. Other- you and keep you!

We appreciate one time offerings,
occasional and regular gifts - as the
Lord moves you.

wise, they will NOT allow pastoral Pastor E.B.
visits or even let us know you are in
their facility.

