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 Salvation is a gift of God’s grace.  Christ atoned for our sin—not 

because we are good, but because God loves us.  He saved us while we were 

still in our sins.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The apostle Paul wrote to his friend Timothy about his amazement at 

God’s grace to him.  Like Hopeful, Paul had once been a terrible sinner.  He 

rejoiced that God forgave his sins and raised him up to a new life in Christ.   

 

Read Paul’s declaration to Timothy in I Timothy 1:15-16.  Copy it here: 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Remember!    We are saved by grace through faith in Christ.   
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Chapter 10:  The talk with Ignorance 

 

Part 1:  False Faith and true faith 

Read pages 138-142. 

 

  

Do You Remember? 

Hopeful almost fell asleep on the _______________ ground.  Christian 

 

 

kept Hopeful awake by having him talk about his ______________________. 

 

 

Hopeful said he had once been a terrible ___________________ , but then he  

 

 

tried to mend his ways.  But only when he understood God’s ____________ 

 

 

was he able to live a ________________ Christian life. 

 

Answer the questions below: 

 

1. Why was Ignorance sure that God would accept him?  

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
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2. Did Ignorance believe that his heart could be deceived?   

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did Christian respond to Ignorance?  

 

  

 _______________________________________________________________ 

  

  

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Was Ignorance persuaded by Christian? 

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Symbolism 

Many people believe that God will accept them because they are good.  

They do not understand their own wickedness.  They do not like to think 

about all the bad things they have done.  They make excuses for themselves 

in their hearts, and then they trust their own hearts rather than the Word of 

God. 

Even though Ignorance claims to believe God, he refuses to accept 

God’s Word about himself and his sinful condition.  He will not listen to 

anything that judges him. 

Like Christian, we should remember that God’s Word is the ultimate 

standard.  We should not listen to our own thoughts and ideas about what is 

acceptable.  Our hearts can deceive us.  We must read the Bible and believe 

that God’s Word is true. 

 

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
NO

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
WE MUST TRUST GOD'S WORD MORE THAN WE TRUST 

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
OURSELVES AND OUR FEELINGS.

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
NO



T h e  T a l k  W i t h  I g n o r a n c e    | 131 

 

 

Bible Reading 

The book of Proverbs often speaks of mockers—those who refuse 

to obey God’s Word or listen to the warnings of others: 

 

     Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they 

will love you.  Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the 

righteous and they will add to their learning. The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.  

(Proverbs 9:8-10) 

 

 In Pilgrim’s Progress, Ignorance represents a mocker.  Unmoved by the 

instruction of Scripture and the warnings of his Christian friends, he persists 

in following his own way.  He is ignorant because he chooses to be ignorant; 

he refuses to learn.  When Christian and Hopeful attempt to instruct him, he 

merely becomes annoyed and will not walk 

with them anymore.  Although Ignorance 

believes himself to be very wise, he acts 

foolishly. 

 

 

Conclusion 

According to Proverbs 9:10, what is the 

beginning of wisdom? 

 

 

______________________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________ 
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Ignorance thought he was very wise.  Where was he finding his ideas about 

salvation? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Suppose a man discovers that he is wrong about his ideas and behavior.   

 

If he does not change his ways, is he a wise man? ________________________ 

 

 

If he changes and begins to do the right thing, is he a wise man?  ___________ 

 

 

Ignorance refused to walk with anyone who did not think exactly as he did.  

How does this make him a mocker? 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Remember!  God is the source of all true wisdom. 
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Part 2:  Backsliding 

Read pages 143-147. 

 
 

 

Do You Remember? 

 

Christian and Hopeful met ___________________ again, and they tried 

 

 

to talk with him.  Ignorance trusted _________________ instead of believing 

 

 

God’s ___________________ .  When he realized Christian and Hopeful did  

 

 

did not agree with him, Ignorance refused to _________________ with them. 

 

 

 

Characters 

          What do these characters' names mean? 

 

 

Mr. Temporary ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Self-Save ____________________________________________________________ 
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Answer the questions below: 

 

1. Hopeful tells a story about a man named Temporary.  What is the 

story? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Christian speculates that people like Temporary are initially repentant 

because they fear hell.  He says they are like thieves and murderers 

who weep in front of a judge.  They appear repentant, but if the judge 

releases them so that they are not afraid anymore, what happens? 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Symbolism 

 In Christian life, we will occasionally encounter backsliders—people 

who appear to make a sincere profession of faith in Christ, but then turn 

away.  In the end, they are often more hardened against the teaching of 

Scripture than those who have never attended church at all. 

 Christian explains to Hopeful that backsliding is rooted in the 

motivation for following Christ in the first place.  If people are only afraid of 

going to hell but have no sincere love for God, then their faith will be 

temporary—here one minute, gone the next.  If they can convince themselves 

that hell is not immediately threatening, they go back to their sins.  

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
TEMPORARY HAD SHOWN SOME INTEREST IN FAITH, BUT HAD

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
LATER CHANGED WHEN HE MET SELF-SAVE AND WOULD NOT 

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
ASSOCIATE WITH HOPEFUL ANYMORE.

WeerstrC
Typewritten Text
THEY RETURN TO THEIR OLD WAYS.



T h e  T a l k  W i t h  I g n o r a n c e    | 135 

 

People who are honest in their repentance will persevere in faith.  

Their hearts are changed by the Holy Spirit so that they love God and want to 

obey the Bible. 

 

 

Bible Reading 

The apostle Peter warned against backsliding in his letter to 

believers: 

 

     Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your 

guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and 

fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen 

(II Peter 3:17-18) 

 

 Peter encourages his fellow Christians to continue to grow in faith so 

that they will not fall away. 

  

Conclusion 

Suppose someone says to you, “I never go to church or read my Bible 

anymore.  I used to do all that stuff, but now I just try to be a good person.”  

 

How would you respond? 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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The apostle Peter tells us to continue growing in grace and knowledge of 

Christ.  What are some things you do to grow in your faith? 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Remember!  Guard against backsliding, and continue growing in 

the grace and knowledge of Christ Jesus. 
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Chapter 11:  Near to the city of God 

 

Crossing the River 

Read pages 149-156. 

 

  

Do You Remember? 

 After the talk with Ignorance, ______________________ and Hopeful  

 

 

discussed the problem of _____________________ .  They remembered a man 

 

 

named _____________________ who had once shown great interest in faith,  

 

 

but had turned back after meeting _______________________ .   

 

Answer the questions below: 

 

1. What was the last great obstacle that Christian and Hopeful had to 

cross in order to reach the Celestial City?  

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Which of the pilgrims was most frightened by the river?   

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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3. How did Hopeful encourage Christian?  

 

  

 _______________________________________________________________ 

  

  

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What happened to Hopeful and Christian after they crossed the river? 

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What happened to Ignorance when he reached the gate of the Celestial 

City? 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Symbolism 

Many people—even Christians—fear death.  They may be afraid that 

death will sweep them away and destroy them forever.  They may wonder 

whether God will receive them.  

Hopeful encourages Christian by reminding him of the promises of 

God.  We do not have to be frightened by death if we put our trust in God.  

His Word is true and faithful.  He forgives our sins and receives us into our 

eternal home. 
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 Ignorance trusts in himself so 

much that death does not even trouble 

him.  He is not as frightened as 

Christian, but in the end, his hope is in 

vain.   

 John Bunyan concludes the tale 

of Christian’s journey by reminding us 

to put our faith in God, not in ourselves.  

God’s promises are always true.  He 

will never forsake us. 

 

 

Bible Reading 

The writing in letters of gold on the Celestial City is a reference to 

one of the promises found in the book of Revelation: 

 

     Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to 

the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. (Revelation 22:14) 

 

 The phrase wash their robes refers to repentance of sin.  People who 

repent and believe in Christ are given the right to the blessings of heaven.  

God has promised this to us, and we may trust that God’s Word is true. 

 

 

Conclusion 

There are many Bible verses which promise us eternal life.  Can you 

remember another one?  Write it below: 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 




