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Opening lead: ♦6 

Bidding commentary: East’s double of North’s artifcial 2♦ response is a lead-directing 
penalty double. It shows length and strength. It is not a takeout double. North is strapped 
for an intelligent rebid after South bids 2♠. A raise to 3♠ is reasonable. Put a club in with 
your spades if you feel squeamish supporting with a doubleton. As South, you need the 
♠K or ♠A in partner’s hand to make a small slam a virtual lay down. Although it is likely 
North has a spade honor, it is not a sure thing. North is allowed to raise with three or four 
low spades. Worse, Blackwood won’t help you.  If partner has one ace, it might be the 
♣A. Also, finding the ♠K is not so easy either. 

There is a way: Exclusion key card Blackwood. After major-suit agreement, a leap over 
game (must be a leap and must be over game) shows a void in the jump suit. Not only 
does it show a void, but it also asks partner for aces, excluding the ace in the jump suit. 
Also included in the response is the king of the agreed suit. All in all, there are four 
important (key) cards and the response is by steps. The first step, 5♦ in this case, shows 
zero. The second step, 5♥, = 1. The third step, 5♠, = 2. After North shows one keycard – 
the ♠K or ♠A – bid the slam. It should be cold. If partner shows two keycards, bid 7♠. 
Notice that North does not count the ♣A in the response. It is very important when 
responding to Exclusion Blackwood not to count the ace of the jump suit. 

Play commentary: As South, facing the obvious singleton lead, try to think clearly. Don’t 
take the spade finesse. Don’t even think of taking the spade finesse! If it loses, the 
diamond return will be ruffed and down you go. Instead, cross to the ♠A, discard your 
winning diamond on the ♣A (applause), and lead a spade. South wins and plays a 
diamond. No problem. Ruff high, draw trumps and claim (more applause).                  
Defensive commentary: As West, when South leads a spade, first play the 7 and then the 
2. A high- low in the trump suit (called the trump echo) shows another trump and the 
desire to ruff something. The trump echo is often used after leading a singleton.  
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Thinking bridge
By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: South ♠ A 8
 Vul: None  ♥ 3 2
  ♦ 7 5 4 3 2
  ♣ A 10 8 7
 ♠ 9 7 2  ♠ K 6
 ♥ 9 8 5 4  ♥ 7 6
 ♦ 6  ♦ K J 10 9 8
 ♣ K J 4 3 2  ♣ Q 9 6 5
  ♠ Q J 10 5 4 3
  ♥ A K Q J 10
  ♦ A Q
  ♣ —
 West North East South
    2♣
 Pass 2♦  Dbl 2♠
 Pass 3♠  Pass 5♣
 Pass 5♥  Pass 6♠

Opening lead: ♦6  
Bidding commentary: East’s double of 

North’s artificial 2♦ response is a lead-directing 
penalty double. It shows length and strength. It 
is not a takeout double.  North is strapped for an 
intelligent rebid after South bids 2♠. A raise to 3♠ 
is reasonable. Put a club in with your spades if you 
feel squeamish supporting with a doubleton.  As 

South, you need the ♠K or ♠A in partner’s hand to 
make a small slam a virtual laydown. Although it 
is likely North has a spade honor, it is not a sure 
thing. North is allowed to raise with three or four 
low spades. Worse, Blackwood won’t help you. 
If partner has one ace, it might be the ♣A. Also, 
finding the ♠K is not so easy either. 

There is a way: Exclusion key card 
Blackwood. After major-suit agreement, a leap 
over game (must be a leap and must be over game) 
shows a void in the jump suit. Not only does it 
show a void, but it also asks partner for aces, 
excluding the ace in the jump suit. Also included 
in the response is the king of the agreed suit. All 
in all, there are four important (key) cards and the 
response is by steps. The first step, 5♦ in this case, 
shows zero. The second step, 5♥, = 1. The third 
step, 5♠, = 2. After North shows one keycard – 
the ♠K or ♠A – bid the slam. It should be cold. If 
partner shows two keycards, bid 7♠.  Notice that 
North does not count the ♣A in the response. It 
is very important when responding to Exclusion 
Blackwood not to count the ace of the jump suit.   

Play commentary: As South, facing the 
obvious singleton lead, try to think clearly. Don’t 
take the spade finesse. Don’t even think of taking 
the spade finesse! If it loses, the diamond return 
will be ruffed and down you go. Instead, cross to 
the ♠A, discard your winning diamond on the ♣A 
(applause), and lead a spade. South wins and plays 

a diamond. No problem. Ruff high, draw trumps 
and claim (more applause). 

Defensive commentary: As West, when South 
leads a spade, first play the 7 and then the 2. A high-
low in the trump suit (called the trump echo) shows 
another trump and the desire to ruff something. The 
trump echo is often used after leading a singleton.    

 

Have you discussed? 
Takeout doubles Part 2

By Brent Manley
We left off in yesterdays’ edition with a 

discussion of takeout doubles – what you should 
have for a double and when you should just pass.

Many new 
players I have 
encountered seem 
unfamiliar with the 
standard responses 
to partner’s 
takeout double, 
possibly because 
so many of the 
doubles are made 
on inappropriate 
hands. When this 
happens repeatedly, 
the doubler’s partner becomes gun shy, afraid to bid 
more for fear it will just mean going down more.

You and your partner should discuss the 
minimum that a takeout double should deliver – 
roughly an opening hand and at least three-card 
support for unbid suits. You can make an exception 
when you have a strong hand and a strong suit – 
the kind of hand that you can’t show with a simple 
overcall. For example, you hold:
♠A K Q J 10 7      ♥A K      ♦3 2       ♣J 6 5.

Your right-hand opponent opens 1♥. You 
double, LHO passes and partner bids 2♣. RHO 
passes and you bid 2♠. Your bidding shows this 
kind of hand. If you had one more trick – another 
spade would do – you might consider jumping to 
3♠ to show a real rock crusher. You don’t need 
much from partner to make a game.

You may already have a scheme for replying to 
takeout doubles. If so, congratulations. It’s probably 
still worth your time to check this out and discuss it 
to be sure you and partner are on the same page.

When partner doubles and the next hand passes:
With 0-8 points, bid your best suit at the 

cheapest level. For example, you hold:
♠J 5       ♥10 7 6 4      ♦8 5 2      ♣Q 7 6 2.
West North East South
1♦ Dbl Pass  ?

Bid 1♥. Don’t go to the two level if you don’t 
have to. Here’s another. Partner doubles a 1♦ 
opener and RHO passes. You hold:
♠Q J 10 8      ♥K J 6      ♣8 5      ♣K 10 6 4,

If you bid 1♠ with this hand, partner will play 
you for 0-8 points and will probably go quietly. You 
could easily miss a game. Bid 2♠ (9-11 points) to 
let partner know you’re got more than a minimum 
response. Think of your hand as “raising” partner. 
For example, if partner opened one of a minor 
and you responded 1♥ and partner’s second bid 
was 1♠, with 10-11 support points, your next bid 
would be 3♠, right? Just think of it that way when 
partner makes a takeout double. There are a couple 
of occasions when it’s right to bid opener’s suit. 
One is when you have an opening hand. A cuebid 

says game is likely if you can find a good fit. The 
other is when you have invitational values and both 
majors, perhaps
♠J 10 7 6      ♥A K 9 4      ♦Q 10 9    ♣6 4.

Partner doubles an opening bid of 1♣. Your 
RHO passes. You are virtually certain you have an 
eight-card fit in one of the majors, but you don’t 
want to guess. Remember, partner could easily have 
four of one major and three of the other. Your best 
action is to bid 2♣. Partner will surely pick a major. 
You can then raise that major to show four-card 
support and enough to invite game. Tomorrow: 
Final words on takeout doubles.

Here’s Liz Hamilton and Rolf Hootkooper, 
who co-chair the Intermediate-Newcomer 
Partnership Desk. Want to play but you have 
no partner? Come to the desk an hour before 
game time and you’ll be good to go. 


