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Bidding commentary: As South, the value  of your hand increases significantly after partner’s raise to 3♥, showing 
four hearts. With 5-5 distribution and the strength all concentrated in the two long suits, take a whopping 5-point 
upgrade! 

If the strength is not concentrated in the two long suits, the hand is still worth a 4-point upgrade: 5-5,  come alive! Be 
wary, however, about counting for jacks or queens in unbid short suits. 

Lead commentary: The bidding makes it clear that North is short in spades. Translation: South is sure to try to ruff 
as many spades as he can in dummy. As West, in order to cut down dummy’s ruf ng power, lead a trump. With a 
doubleton trump, lead low. High-low in the trump suit shows an odd number of trumps. The ♦Q is a reasonable 
second choice of opening leads. 

Play commentary: As South, if West leads the ♦Q, crossruff diamonds and spades for 10 tricks. You take the ♠A, four 
spade ruffs in dummy, plus ve hearts in your own hand. A heart lead makes life more dif cult as you can ruff only 
three spades in dummy. However, ruf ng three spades in dummy, even if the king doesn’t fall will probably develop 
the fifth spade in your hand. If hearts break 2-2, you can draw trumps and cash your long spade for your 10th trick. 
If hearts are 3-1, you still survive if West has the ♣A by leading up to the king. 

As declarer, when your hand and dummy have short suits, consider a crossruff. 

A trump is a strong lead when holding strength in declarer’s rst bid suit and the opponents wind up in declarer’s 
second-bid suit. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS

Thinking bridge
By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: South ♠ 4
 Vul: E-W  ♥ Q 10 9 4
  ♦ K 5 4 2
  ♣ K 7 5 4
 ♠ K J 8 5  ♠ 10 9 3
 ♥ 7 3  ♥ 5 2
 ♦ Q J 9 6  ♦ A 10 8 7 3
 ♣ Q J 2  ♣ A 9 8
  ♠ A Q 7 6 2
  ♥ A K J 8 6
  ♦ —
  ♣ 10 6 3
 West North East South
    1♠
 Pass 1NT Pass 2♥
 Pass 3♥  Pass 4♥
 All Pass

  Opening lead: ♥3  
Bidding commentary: As South, the value 

of your hand increases significantly after partner’s 
raise to 3♥, showing four hearts. With 5-5 
distribution and the strength all concentrated in the 
two long suits, take a whopping 5-point upgrade! 
If the strength is not concentrated in the two long 
suits, the hand is still worth a 4-point upgrade:  5-5, 

come alive! Be wary, however, about counting for 
jacks or queens in unbid short suits.         

Lead commentary: The bidding makes it clear 
that North is short in spades. Translation:  South 
is sure to try to ruff as many spades as he can in 
dummy. As West, in order to cut down dummy’s 
ruffing power, lead a trump. With a doubleton 
trump, lead low. High-low in the trump suit shows 
an odd number of trumps. The ♦Q is a reasonable 
second choice of opening leads.      

Play commentary: As South, if West leads 
the ♦Q, crossruff diamonds and spades for 10 
tricks. You take the ♠A, four spade ruffs in dummy, 
plus five hearts in your own hand. A heart lead 
makes life more difficult as you can ruff only three 
spades in dummy. However, ruffing three spades in 
dummy, even if the king doesn’t fall will probably 
develop the fifth spade in your hand. If hearts break 
2-2, you can draw trumps and cash your long spade 
for your 10th trick.  If hearts are 3-1, you still 
survive if West has the ♣A by leading up to the  
king.                             

As declarer, when your hand and dummy have 
short suits, consider a crossruff.   

A trump is a strong lead when holding strength 
in declarer’s first bid suit and the opponents wind 
up in declarer’s second-bid suit.    

 

Have you discussed? 
Takeout doubles Part 3

By Brent Manley
Check out this auction (you are South)

West North East South
1♣ Dbl Pass 1♠
Pass 2♠

What is going on? North is showing four-card 
spades support and about 17 high-card points. 
Really? Yes, it’s true. Think about it: You have 
shown 0-8 HCP 
and four or more 
spades. Partner’s 
bid of 2♠ is clearly 
forward going, 
looking for game. 
Partner wants to 
know if you are at 
the top of the HCP 
range you described 
with your bid of 1♠. 
If partner wants to 
be in game when 
you have 8 HCP, he must have at least 17 HCP to 
even think of game.

With a hand such as 
♠Q J 9 6 4     ♥A 10 7 6    ♦9 4     ♣10 8, 
bid 4♠. You have only 7 HCP but you should give 
yourself an extra point for the fifth spade and bid 
what is likely to be a relatively easy 10 tricks.

Now let’s look at what seems to be a similar 
situation, but really isn’t. Consider this auction:
West North East South
1♣ Dbl Pass 1♠
2♣  2♠ 

Is partner still showing extras? You could play 
it that way, but many players prefer to use the 2♠ 
bid in this sequence to confirm four-card support. 
That will make it easier for you to decide whether 
to compete if the opponents keep on bidding. If you 
have only four spades and partner passes West’s 2♣, 
you know you’re working with a 4-3 spade fit so 
you will probably go quietly. 

On the other hand, if you have a five-card suit 
and partner shows four, you would feel comfortable 

going to the three level in many cases, making what 
is known as a “law bid,” a reference to the famous 
Law of Total Tricks, which says that you can safely 
bid to take the same number of tricks as you have 
trumps between your hand and partner’s.

Here’s another scenario to discuss (you are 
South):
West North East South
   1♦ Dbl
Redbl 2♥

What is partner doing? If you think this is 
a strong bid, think again. Opener has at least 12 
HCP, you are showing about the same strength 
and the redouble expresses a hand of 10 or more 

HCP. That’s 34 HCP accounted for. Partner can’t 
have a “normal” jump response to your double.  He 
has a maximum of about 6 HCP. His 2♥ bid is a 
weak jump, showing a long suit with the intention 
of taking up the opponents’ bidding space and 
suggesting a possible save if the vulnerability is 
right.

These are logical actions when you consider 
them in context. You can improve your results if 
you and partner discuss these concepts and put 
them into practice.

Above all, practice discipline so that your 
partner can always count on you to have what your 
bidding says you have.

Tomorrow: Other doubles.

Alan and Cindy Schaefer have been playing 
almost five years, but not very often – they’re 
still under 20 masterpoints. “We like to come 
to tournaments and eat at nice restaurants,” 
Cindy said. “My motto is: If it’s not fun, don’t 
do it.” Since they’ve been having success in 
the 299er games here, they’re planning to 
step up Wednesday to the Gold Rush.


