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Opening lead: ♠K 

Bidding commentary: As East, you aren’t strong enough to overcall 1♠, but you are strong enough to bid 2♠ later! 
Why? When the opponents die out at the two level after having found a likely eight-card fit, keep this in mind: (1) 
The high-card points are usually rather evenly divided between the two partnerships; (2) if they have an eight-card 
fit, your side almost always will have one as well; (3) if they have a nine-card fit, it is 100% that your side has at least 
an eight-card fit. Now your 2♠ bid  should make more sense.  

It is important to try to push opponents to the three level when they have found a fit and conked out at the two level. 
If the opponents are happy to play at the two level, how thrilled can they be to play at the three level? Balancing at 
tournament bridge is a huge part of the game. One major caution: If the opponents don’t have a fit (each bidding and 
rebidding a different suit), your side is likely not to have an eight-card fit. Balance against fits, not misfits! 

Bidding commentary #2: As West, when partner “balances” with 2♠, partner is playing you for some 9-12 HCP and 
hoping for three- card support! Partner needs that much to have any chance to make a two-level contract! Partner is 
bidding your hand! Here, you have normal expectancy, but 3 of your HCP (♦J, ♣Q) are not “working points.” 
Secondary honors in suits the opponents have bid are better suited for defense. Even the ♥K, may not be working if 
the ♥A is to your left. Final thought: When partner balances at the two level, the idea is to push the opponents to the 
three level, not to go there yourself! In order to compete to the three level after partner balances, you should have 
four-card support plus a side-suit singleton, or two side-suit doubletons. 

Bidding commentary #3: As South, “take the push” and bid 3♣. You have a distributional hand facing a partner who 
figures to have three or four clubs. Distributional hands, point count notwithstanding, tend to take the push, whereas 
balanced hands usually do not. 

Play commentary: As South, after winning the ♠A, cash the top clubs and top diamonds, ruff a diamond in dummy 
and exit dummy with a spade. West wins, cashes the ♣Q (a smart defensive play when partner has no more trumps) 
and gets out with a spade, which you ruff. You concede a diamond, and wind up losing one trick in each suit. Against 
good defense, North-South cannot make even 2♠! 
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Thinking bridge
By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: South ♠ 9 7 6
 Vul: E-W  ♥ 10 9 8 6 2
  ♦ 6 5
  ♣ A K 3
 ♠ K Q 4  ♠ 10 8 5 3 2
 ♥ K 7 4  ♥ A Q J 5
 ♦ J 8 7 3  ♦ Q 10
 ♣ Q 10 8  ♣ 6 5
  ♠ A J
  ♥ 3
  ♦ A K 9 4 2
  ♣ J 9 7 4 2
 West North East South
    1♦
 Pass 1♥  Pass 2♣
 Pass Pass 2♠  3♣
 All Pass

Opening lead: ♠K.
Bidding commentary: As East, you aren’t 

strong enough to overcall 1♠, but you are strong 
enough to bid 2♠ later! Why?  When the opponents 
die out at the two level after having found a likely 
eight-card fit, keep this in mind: (1) The high-card 
points are usually rather evenly divided between 
the two partnerships; (2) if they have an eight-card 
fit, your side almost always will have one as well; 
(3) if they have a nine-card fit, it is 100% that your 
side has at least an eight-card fit. Now your 2♠ bid 

should make more sense. 
It is important to try to push opponents to the 

three level when they have found a fit and conked 
out at the two level. If the opponents are happy to 
play at the two level, how thrilled can they be to 
play at the three level? Balancing at tournament  
bridge is a huge part of the game. One major 
caution: If the opponents don’t have a fit (each 
bidding and rebidding a different suit), your side is 
likely not to have an eight-card fit. Balance against 
fits, not misfits!   

Bidding commentary #2:  As West, when 
partner “balances” with 2♠, partner is playing 
you for some 9-12 HCP and hoping for three-
card support! Partner needs that much to have 
any chance to make a two-level contract! Partner 
is bidding your hand!  Here, you have normal 
expectancy, but 3 of your HCP (♦J, ♣Q) are not 
“working points.”  Secondary honors in suits the 
opponents have bid are better suited for defense. 
Even the ♥K, may not be working if the ♥A is to 
your left. Final thought: When partner balances at 
the two level, the idea is to push the opponents to 
the three level, not to go there yourself! In order to 
compete to the three level after partner balances, 
you should have four-card support plus a side-suit 
singleton, or two side-suit doubletons.   

Bidding commentary #3:  As South, “take 
the push” and bid 3♣. You have a distributional 
hand facing a partner who figures to have three 
or four clubs. Distributional hands, point count 

Have you discussed? 
More on doubles

By Brent Manley
As you play 

more bridge, you 
will discover that 
the double is a 
versatile tool. Just 
be sure that you and 
your partner discuss 
the features of these 
conventional calls 
so that you are on 
the same page.

One of the most 
useful conventions 
is the “support” double. It’s handy because chances 
to use it come up frequently and even when you 
don’t use it, you are imparting more information 
than you might expect. Here’s an example:
West North East South
    1♦
Pass 1♥ 2♣  Dbl

South’s double shows three-card heart support. 
Now consider the other actions South might take. 
A direct raise guarantees four-card support. Pass 
by South confirms that he has at most a doubleton 
heart. This information can be useful if North-South 
end up on defense.

It’s not always necessary to double to show 
three-card support. Check out this auction:
West North East South
    1♦
Pass 1♥ Dbl  Redbl

South’s redouble shows three-card heart 
support. A direct raise would show four-card 
support. Pass is the same as if East had bid instead 
of doubling.

Your ACBL convention card includes a box 
to tick indicating you are playing support doubles, 
providing space for you to indicate how high the 
opposition bid can be before support doubles are 
“off.”

I suggest that you use the support double 
through 2♥. If it is “on” just one level higher (2♠), 

partner could find herself playing a three-level 
contract on a 4-3 fit, a potentially unhappy situation 
if your side is vulnerable.

Responsive doubles
Another useful convention is known as the 

responsive double, a takeout action when there has 
been an immediate raise to the two or three level 
over partner’s takeout double. Here’s a classic 
example:
 West North East South
 1♦ Dbl 2♦   ?

South holds:
♠J 6 5 2       ♥Q 10 9 5        ♦3        ♣Q 7 6 3.

South isn’t strong enough to bid a suit or to 
cuebid 3♦, but some action is definitely called for 
despite the missing high-card strength (the shape 

is perfect). The solution is to double, which is for 
takeout. South will almost never have a penalty 
double of 2♦. With the example hand, double would 
be appropriate even if East had bid 3♦ instead of 
2♦. With a more balanced hand, South would need 
more high-card points (9-plus) if doubling would 
force his side to the three level, as when West 
opened 1♠ and East raised to 2♠. 

Note that the responsive double is on when the 
same suit has been bid and raised after the opening 
bid has been doubled. 

Discuss with your partner how high the bidding 
can go with responsive doubles still in effect. Many 
pairs put the limit at 4♦. The responsive double can 
also be used when partner doubles a weak opening 
bid of two or three and third hand raises. 

Coming to the 
NABC has opened 
a new world for 
Sandi Wolfe of 
Detroit MI. “I am 
having the best 
time! Everybody 
is so friendly,” 
Wolfe said. With 
children in the 
area, she came 
to San Diego for 
Thanksgiving with 
them and planned 
to stay for the 
tournament, but 
was apprehensive about coming without a 
partner. All four partners she’s been matched 
with have worked out well, she said. “I was so 
nervous going to the partnership desk the first 
time, I would do it again in a heartbeat.”

notwithstanding, tend to take the push, whereas 
balanced hands usually do not. 

Play commentary: As South, after winning 
the ♠A, cash the top clubs and top diamonds, ruff a 
diamond in dummy and exit dummy with a spade. 
West wins, cashes the ♣Q (a smart defensive 
play when partner has no more trumps) and gets 
out with a spade, which you ruff. You concede a 
diamond, and wind up losing one trick in each suit. 
Against good defense, North-South cannot make 
even 2♠!               

 


