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Opening lead: ♦K. 

Bidding commentary: How should one respond to a 2♣ opening bid with a bust (no ace, no king and no two queens)? One method is to respond 
2♥ directly. Another is to start with 2♦, denying a strong suit. If opener bids 2♥ or 2♠, a rebid of 3♣, artificial, shows a bust. If opener bids 3♣, 
a 3♦ rebid by responder, artificial, shows a bust. 

Another possibility is to show high-card points at once by steps. A fourth method is to show controls (ace and kings) by steps. Each method has 
its plusses and minuses. What’s important is a partnership agreement. Even a bad agreement is better than no agreement. In this case, 2♦ fol-
lowed by 3♦ over 3♣ was used to show a bust. 

Defensive commentary: East plays the ♦10 at trick one, higher equal when encouraging. Given the looks of this dummy, a passive defense 
(avoid breaking new suits) is in order. As West, continue with a low diamond at trick two as requested. Play commentary: As South, ruff the 
second diamond high! If clubs divide 2-2, you can pull trumps then use ♣9 for an entry to dummy – assuming you saved the precious ♣4. After 
clubs divide 2-2, it can’t cost to play your spades in case the suit breaks 3-3. It’s your lucky day: they do! Now it is easy enough to cross to the 
♣9, discard a heart on dummy’s ♠8, and take the heart finesse for an overtrick. Be sure to tell your partner after you make an overtrick that in 
the future you expect her to bid more aggressively with wonderful hands. 

When holding a powerful trump suit facing a bleak dummy and forced to ruff early, consider ruffing high rather than low. That low trump may 
be your salvation – it may be your only entry to dummy! 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS

Thinking bridge
By Eddie Kantar

                            

 Dlr: South ♠ 8 6 5 4
 Vul: N-S  ♥ 9 4 2
  ♦ 4 3 2
  ♣ 9 3 2
 ♠ 7 3 2  ♠ J 10 9
 ♥ 10 8 7  ♥ K J 6 3
 ♦ K Q 8 6 5  ♦ A 10 9 7
 ♣ 6 5  ♣ 8 7
  ♠ A K Q
  ♥ A Q 5
  ♦ J
  ♣ A K Q J 10 4
 West North East South
    2♣
 Pass 2♦  Pass 3♣
 Pass 3♦  Pass 5♣
 All Pass

Opening lead: ♦K.
Bidding commentary: How should one 

respond to a 2♣ opening bid with a bust (no ace, no 
king and no two queens)? One method is to respond 

2♥ directly. Another is to start with 2♦,  denying a 
strong suit. If opener bids 2♥ or 2♠, a rebid of 3♣, 
artificial, shows a bust. If opener bids 3♣, a 3♦ rebid 
by responder, artificial, shows a bust. 

Another possibility is to show high-card points 

at once by steps. A fourth method is to show 

controls (ace and kings) by steps. Each method 

has its plusses and minuses. What’s important is a 

partnership agreement. Even a bad agreement is 
better than no agreement. In this case, 2♦ followed 
by 3♦ over 3♣ was used to show a bust.                    

Defensive commentary: East plays the ♦10 at 
trick one, higher equal when encouraging. Given 

the looks of this dummy, a passive defense  (avoid 

breaking new suits) is in order.  As West, continue 

with a low diamond at trick two as requested.     

Play commentary: As South, ruff the second 

diamond high! If clubs divide 2-2, you can pull 

trumps then use ♣9 for an entry to dummy – 
assuming you saved the precious ♣4. After clubs 
divide 2-2, it can’t cost to play your spades in case 

the suit breaks 3-3. It’s your lucky day: they do! 

Now it is easy enough to cross to the ♣9, discard a 
heart on dummy’s ♠8, and take the heart finesse for 
an overtrick. Be sure to tell your partner after you 

make an overtrick that in the future you expect her 

to bid more aggressively with wonderful hands.      

When holding a powerful trump suit facing 

a bleak dummy and forced to ruff early, consider 

ruffing high rather than low. That low trump may 
be your salvation – it may be your only entry to 

dummy!   

 

Have you discussed?  
Defensive signals

By Brent Manley
In this series, 

I have stressed 

how important it is 

for partners to be 

on the same page 

in the bidding. 

The best way to 

accomplish that 

goal is to work 

on it. That means 

lots of discussions. 

My wife and I 

had an effective 

partnership for some years by practicing our 

bidding regularly and keeping a book of our 

agreements for referral when questions came up.

We also worked on our defensive signals 

and we became good defenders, taking most of 

the tricks we were entitled to when we were on 

defense.

In my years of playing bridge, I have noticed 

that many new players do not truly give signals on 

defense. The closest they come is to discard from 

a suit they want led. If someone pitches the ♥2, I 
know that player has some high cards in hearts. 

I do not recommend this scheme for signaling 

on defense. You are better off using standard 

defensive signals indicating “count” and “attitude.”

In case you need clarification on these two 
concepts, count signals are meant to indicate 

whether the number of cards held in a suit is an 

even number or an odd number. Attitude is meant 

to indicate whether you want that suit led or 

continued. It can also indicate that you have high 

cards in the suit in case partner needs help deciding 

what to discard.

The count signal is vitally important in many 

cases. This one is common:

  Dummy
  ♠ 6 5 2
  ♥ Q 9 7
  ♦ K Q J 10 9 
  ♣ 7 6 

   You
   ♠ 9 8 7
   ♥ A 10 8 5 
   ♦ A 6 3 
   ♣ 6 4 3 

South opens 1NT (15-17) and North bids 3NT. 
Your partner leads the ♣J, which is taken by South 
with the ace. At trick two, South leads the ♦4. You 
know this is a key suit for declarer, so you will have 

to play carefully to keep him from scoring four 

diamond tricks. Declarer has at least two diamonds 

(he wouldn’t open 1NT with a singleton), so you 
are going to have to withhold your ♦A at least 
once. If you win the first diamond, declarer will 
have four diamond tricks because you know he has 

at least one more. You are counting on partner to 

provide the information you need to play low the 

correct number of times. This situation is why it’s 

important to discuss signaling. With an odd number 

of diamonds, West should play his lowest diamond. 

With an even number, he plays high, starting a 

high-low signal to show two cards in the suit (West 

cannot have four diamonds because that would 

leave South with only one).

On this occasion, partner plays the ♦2, which 
is a singleton or the lowest card of three. If it’s a 

singleton, declarer will always have four diamond 

tricks. You must hope partner’s card is from a 

holding of three.

Declarer plays the king and you play low. Now 
declarer calls for the ♦Q. What’s your play?

If partner started with three diamonds, declarer 

has only one left. You must win the ♦A and return 
a club. Dummy is now dead and declarer will go 

down. If you had taken the first diamond, South 
would have made his contract.  Declarer’s hand: 

♠A K 3      ♥J 3 2         ♦5 4     ♣A K Q 5.

Joseph Schoensee of San Diego has been 
playing for four years, but it could have been 
a lot longer. “I found (bridge) when I was a 
kid, but I couldn’t find anybody to play with 
me when I was 7, so I didn’t think about it for 
20 years.” Now 33, he’s not only playing at his 
first NABC but also took the class and passed 
the test to become a club director. “I’m loving 
it,” he said.


