
Thinking Bridge 4

Eddie Kantar - Fall 2016 Orlando

Take all your chances 

Your partner opens 1♥, East passes and you respond 1NT. Your partner knows 
how much you like to be declarer, so he gives up on his heart suit and raises you 
to 3NT. West leads the ♣Q. Plan the play. 

Solution 

Your partner came to the right place. When you see the dummy, you wonder if 
partner would have found the 100% play for nine tricks that you have spotted. 

Win the ♣A and play the ♦A and ♦Q. If someone wins the trick, you have nine 
tricks without needing any spade tricks: four diamonds, two clubs and at least 
three hearts. 

Say the ♦Q holds. No problem. Lead a low heart taking out a little insurance 
against 4-1 (or even 5-0) hearts. If hearts are 4-1, someone will win the jack, but 
you now have 9 tricks in the bank: ve hearts, two diamonds and two clubs. 

If hearts are 5-0 and they allow you to win the ♥10, knock out the ♦K while you 
still have the ♣K as a hand entry (you take 10 tricks). The key is to keep a later 
club entry to your hand to get to the established diamonds if they take the ♦Q 
with the king. The full deal:  
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Do’s and Don’ts to help 

your game – Part 4
By Brent Manley

DO
Support with support. At our club a couple of 

months ago, I held
♠A K 10 9 8        ♥J 8 4       ♦J 10 5     ♣4 3

Partner opened 1♥ and I foolishly bid 1♠, 
Partner rebid 2♦ and I was stuck. I couldn’t bid 3♥ 
with 9 high-card points. That could get us too high 
if partner had a minimum for her opener.

I thought I had 
no choice but to bid 
2♥, a “preference” 
bid rather than a 
raise. My partner 
had every right to 
conclude that I had 
a doubleton heart.

Of course, 
we missed game, 
which partner 
would have bid 
had I done the right 
thing and raised directly to 2♥ (she was 5-5 in the 
red suits). My trumps were not so great, but I did 
have three of them, and the ♥J helped partner keep 
her trump losers to one.

Had I held 10 HCP, say the ♥Q instead of the 
jack, my 1♠ bid probably would have been okay 
because I could have jumped to 3♥ at my next turn 
to bid to show a limit raise with just three trumps.

The advice to support with support also applies 
when partner overcalls. If you have anything 
remotely resembling a raise and your right-hand 
opponent doesn’t jack up the bidding, raise! That 
might be all partner needs to bid a game or take a 
profitable sacrifice. It also takes up the opponents’ 
bidding space, especially when your suit is spades.

DON’T
Strain to make a limit raise. I heard this piece 

of advice while playing against the great Oswald 
Jacoby many years ago. He was discussing a bid 
made by an opponent on a previous round. I took 
that advice to heart and found it to be invaluable 
over the years.

Think of a hand such as this
♠Q J 7       ♥K 9 6 2       ♦4 3       ♣K 8 3 2

A former partner of mine often “upgraded” 
hands like this to limit-raise status, counting the 
doubleton diamond as a “support” point to get 
to 10. It almost never worked out. Look at it this 
way: If partner’s hand is good enough for your 
side to make game with this hand as dummy, she 
will make a move and you can bid game in good 
conscience.

DO
Cuebid as “advancer” (overcaller’s partner) 

when your hand with trump support has 10 or more 
“support” points. I’ve seen lots of new players 
make simple raises with hands much too good for 
that action. They seem not to be aware of how they 

can show a better-than-average raise of partner’s 
suit.

Say partner overcalls a 1♥ opener with 1♠ and 
the next player passes. You hold:
♠A 10 5       ♥7 6 5 3       ♦A K 10 7       ♣5 4 

You have dull shape, but you have three 
trumps and three quick tricks. You must bid 2♥ to 
show that your raise carries some weight. If you 
make a simple raise of 2♠ you could easily miss 
game.

Take all your chances, 
No. 4

By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: North ♠ 6 5 3
 Vul: N-S ♥ A K Q 9 8 4
  ♦ A Q
  ♣ A 10

  ♠ K Q 10
  ♥ 10 2
  ♦ J 10 9 8 4
  ♣ K 4 3

Your partner opens 1♥, East passes and you 
respond 1NT. Your partner knows how much you 
like to be declarer, so he gives up on his heart suit 
and raises you to 3NT. West leads the ♣Q. Plan the 
play. 

Solution 
Your partner came to the right place. When 

you see the dummy, you wonder if partner would 
have found the 100% play for nine tricks that you 
have spotted.  

Win the ♣A and play the ♦A and ♦Q. If 
someone wins the trick, you have nine tricks 

without needing any spade tricks: four diamonds, two 
clubs and at least three hearts. 

Say the ♦Q holds. No problem. Lead a low heart 
taking out a little insurance against 4-1 (or even 5-0) 
hearts. If hearts are 4-1, someone will win the jack, 
but you now have 9 tricks in the bank: five hearts, 
two diamonds and two clubs. 

If hearts are 5-0 and they allow you to win the 
♥10, knock out the ♦K while you still have the ♣K as 
a hand entry (you take 10 tricks). The key is to keep a 
later club entry to your hand to get to the established 
diamonds if they take the ♦Q with the king. The full 
deal:
  ♠ 6 5 3
  ♥ A K Q 9 8 4
  ♦ A Q
  ♣ A 10
 ♠ A J 7 4  ♠ 9 8 2
 ♥ 3  ♥ J 7 6 5
 ♦ 5 3 2  ♦ K 7 6
 ♣ Q J 9 8 5  ♣ 7 6 2
  ♠ K Q 10
  ♥ 10 2
  ♦ J 10 9 8 4
  ♣ K 4 3 Diana Phillips, 14, and her brother, 12-year-

old Dylan, enjoyed themselves on Sunday 
the Bridge Plus+ game at the Fall NABC. The 
Largo FL players learned from their dad, Sam 
Phillips. “He’s a Life Master,” said Diana.

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣

Monday, November 28, 2016 Page 3Daily Bulletin

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Do’s and Don’ts to help 

your game – Part 4
By Brent Manley

DO
Support with support. At our club a couple of 

months ago, I held
♠A K 10 9 8        ♥J 8 4       ♦J 10 5     ♣4 3

Partner opened 1♥ and I foolishly bid 1♠, 
Partner rebid 2♦ and I was stuck. I couldn’t bid 3♥ 
with 9 high-card points. That could get us too high 
if partner had a minimum for her opener.

I thought I had 
no choice but to bid 
2♥, a “preference” 
bid rather than a 
raise. My partner 
had every right to 
conclude that I had 
a doubleton heart.

Of course, 
we missed game, 
which partner 
would have bid 
had I done the right 
thing and raised directly to 2♥ (she was 5-5 in the 
red suits). My trumps were not so great, but I did 
have three of them, and the ♥J helped partner keep 
her trump losers to one.

Had I held 10 HCP, say the ♥Q instead of the 
jack, my 1♠ bid probably would have been okay 
because I could have jumped to 3♥ at my next turn 
to bid to show a limit raise with just three trumps.

The advice to support with support also applies 
when partner overcalls. If you have anything 
remotely resembling a raise and your right-hand 
opponent doesn’t jack up the bidding, raise! That 
might be all partner needs to bid a game or take a 
profitable sacrifice. It also takes up the opponents’ 
bidding space, especially when your suit is spades.

DON’T
Strain to make a limit raise. I heard this piece 

of advice while playing against the great Oswald 
Jacoby many years ago. He was discussing a bid 
made by an opponent on a previous round. I took 
that advice to heart and found it to be invaluable 
over the years.

Think of a hand such as this
♠Q J 7       ♥K 9 6 2       ♦4 3       ♣K 8 3 2

A former partner of mine often “upgraded” 
hands like this to limit-raise status, counting the 
doubleton diamond as a “support” point to get 
to 10. It almost never worked out. Look at it this 
way: If partner’s hand is good enough for your 
side to make game with this hand as dummy, she 
will make a move and you can bid game in good 
conscience.

DO
Cuebid as “advancer” (overcaller’s partner) 

when your hand with trump support has 10 or more 
“support” points. I’ve seen lots of new players 
make simple raises with hands much too good for 
that action. They seem not to be aware of how they 

can show a better-than-average raise of partner’s 
suit.

Say partner overcalls a 1♥ opener with 1♠ and 
the next player passes. You hold:
♠A 10 5       ♥7 6 5 3       ♦A K 10 7       ♣5 4 

You have dull shape, but you have three 
trumps and three quick tricks. You must bid 2♥ to 
show that your raise carries some weight. If you 
make a simple raise of 2♠ you could easily miss 
game.

Take all your chances, 
No. 4

By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: North ♠ 6 5 3
 Vul: N-S ♥ A K Q 9 8 4
  ♦ A Q
  ♣ A 10

  ♠ K Q 10
  ♥ 10 2
  ♦ J 10 9 8 4
  ♣ K 4 3

Your partner opens 1♥, East passes and you 
respond 1NT. Your partner knows how much you 
like to be declarer, so he gives up on his heart suit 
and raises you to 3NT. West leads the ♣Q. Plan the 
play. 

Solution 
Your partner came to the right place. When 

you see the dummy, you wonder if partner would 
have found the 100% play for nine tricks that you 
have spotted.  

Win the ♣A and play the ♦A and ♦Q. If 
someone wins the trick, you have nine tricks 

without needing any spade tricks: four diamonds, two 
clubs and at least three hearts. 

Say the ♦Q holds. No problem. Lead a low heart 
taking out a little insurance against 4-1 (or even 5-0) 
hearts. If hearts are 4-1, someone will win the jack, 
but you now have 9 tricks in the bank: five hearts, 
two diamonds and two clubs. 

If hearts are 5-0 and they allow you to win the 
♥10, knock out the ♦K while you still have the ♣K as 
a hand entry (you take 10 tricks). The key is to keep a 
later club entry to your hand to get to the established 
diamonds if they take the ♦Q with the king. The full 
deal:
  ♠ 6 5 3
  ♥ A K Q 9 8 4
  ♦ A Q
  ♣ A 10
 ♠ A J 7 4  ♠ 9 8 2
 ♥ 3  ♥ J 7 6 5
 ♦ 5 3 2  ♦ K 7 6
 ♣ Q J 9 8 5  ♣ 7 6 2
  ♠ K Q 10
  ♥ 10 2
  ♦ J 10 9 8 4
  ♣ K 4 3 Diana Phillips, 14, and her brother, 12-year-

old Dylan, enjoyed themselves on Sunday 
the Bridge Plus+ game at the Fall NABC. The 
Largo FL players learned from their dad, Sam 
Phillips. “He’s a Life Master,” said Diana.

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣


