
Thinking bridge 9
By Eddie Kantar - Spring 2018 Philadelphia- 

Responding to 1NT, hand evaluation, card combinations, second-hand play 

Bidding commentary: North’s raise to 4NT shows 16-17 HCP. It is not Blackwood and can be 
passed. To ask for aces in response to a 1NT opening bid, leap to 4♣, Gerber. As South, accept 
partner’s invitational bid of 4NT and bid slam with any 17-point hand or with any 16-point hand 
without 4-3-3-3 distribution. With 15 HCP or with 16 HCP with a 4-3-3-3 pattern, pass. Another 
possibility when accepting partner’s invitation to slam is to show a four-card minor en route. 
If partner happens to have a matching four-card minor, you probably have found a better spot 
than notrump. A deal usually plays one trick better in a 4-4 fit than at notrump. 6♣ is a far better 
contract than 6NT. If South bids 5♣ over 4NT, North raises to 6♣. 

Lead commentary:  As West, on lead against 3NT, you might opt to lead a diamond or a spade, 
but against 6NT, the heart sequence, even with only three cards, stands out. Against 6NT, both 
opponents balanced, you want to make a safe lead rather than an attacking lead. 

Play commentary: As South, count your sure tricks outside of the suit you plan to work with 
(spades). You have three hearts, two diamonds and four clubs – nine in all. You need three spade 
tricks. The proper play is to lead low to the 9, hoping West has the 10. If the 9 loses to the 10, 
there is always tomorrow, though it can’t hurt to run the jack in case East, with ♠K 10 x, forgets 
to cover. Play the same needing three tricks with A-J-x-x facing Q-9 doubleton, A-10- x-x facing 
K-9 doubleton, or K-10-x-x facing A-9 doubleton. In all these cases, the best play for three tricks 
is to lead low to the 9. Nines deserve some respect. 

Defensive commentary: As East, if the ♠J is ever led from dummy, cover! A vulnerable slam is 
hanging in the balance! 
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Cliff Jackson of Fairton NJ and Geri 
Schwade of Vineland NJ began playing 
about six months ago. There is no bridge 
club in Cumberland County, so some 
players there have started to form one. 
“We started in August last year with four 
of us and now there are about 10,” said 
Jackson. “Three of us have been here 
and we love it. And we’ve started to teach 
others.” They sometimes play at Shore 
Bridge Club, about 30 miles away in 
Northfield, near Atlantic City.
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Responding to 1NT, hand evaluation, card 
combinations, second-hand play  

 Dlr: East ♠ J 9
 Vul: Both  ♥ A 4 2
  ♦ K 8 5 3
  ♣ A K J 2
 ♠ 10 8 7 5  ♠ K 6 3
 ♥ J 10 9  ♥ 7 6 5 3
 ♦ Q 9 7 4 2  ♦ J 10
 ♣ 9  ♣ 8 6 4 3
  ♠ A Q 4 2
  ♥ K Q 8
  ♦ A 6
  ♣ Q 10 7 5

 West North East South
   Pass 1NT
 Pass 4NT Pass 6NT
 All Pass

Opening lead:  ♥J 
Bidding commentary: North’s raise to 4NT 

shows 16-17 HCP. It is not Blackwood and can 
be passed. To ask for aces in response to a 1NT 
opening bid, leap to 4♣, Gerber. As South, accept 
partner’s invitational bid of 4NT and bid slam 
with any 17-point hand or with any 16-point hand 
without 4-3-3-3 distribution. With 15 HCP or with 
16 HCP with a 4-3-3-3 pattern, pass. Another 
possibility when accepting partner’s invitation 
to slam is to show a four-card minor en route. 
If partner happens to have a matching four-card 
minor, you probably have found a better spot than 
notrump. A deal usually plays one trick better in 

a 4-4 fit than at 
notrump. 6♣ is a far 
better contract than 
6NT. If South bids 
5♣ over 4NT, North 
raises to 6♣.   

Lead 
commentary: 
As West, on lead 
against 3NT, you 
might opt to lead a 
diamond or a spade, 
but against 6NT, the heart sequence, even with 
only three cards, stands out. Against 6NT, both 
opponents balanced, you want to make a safe lead 
rather than an attacking lead.  

Play commentary:  As South, count your 
sure tricks outside of the suit you plan to work 
with (spades). You have three hearts, two 
diamonds and four clubs – nine in all. You need 
three spade tricks. The proper play is to lead low 
to the 9, hoping West has the 10. If the 9 loses to 
the 10, there is always tomorrow, though it can’t 
hurt to run the jack in case East, with ♠K 10 x, 
forgets to cover. Play the same needing three 
tricks with A-J-x-x facing Q-9 doubleton, A-10-
x-x facing K-9 doubleton, or K-10-x-x facing A-9 
doubleton. In all these cases, the best play for 
three tricks is to lead low to the 9. Nines deserve 
some respect. 

Defensive commentary: As East, if the ♠J is 
ever led from dummy, cover! A vulnerable slam is 
hanging in the balance! 

Credit cards accepted 
for entry fees

Purchase your entries for all events at the 
NABC via credit card! All major credit cards are 
accepted wherever entries are sold. Charges will 
appear from PurplePass. (If you see PurplePass 
on your credit card statement later, remember this 
is a charge for ACBL entry fees!) To use this option, 
the entire pair or team entry must be charged to a 
single card. Bridge Bucks also remain available as 
an alternative to cash.

Player memo stations
At the Philadelphia NABC, player memo 

stations may be found in the pre-function areas on 
the fourth and fifth floors of the Marriott. 

Players are asked to please keep these area free 
of clutter.

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS

Monitoring
ACBL will be monitoring events at this and 

future North American Bridge Championships 
with both visible and concealed real-time cameras 
in public spaces. The images will be recorded and 
available for later inspection and review by ACBL 
management and tournament officials, among 
others, including members of the Anti-Cheating 
Commission. These recordings will also be uploaded 
to the internet following the NABC. 

By general monitoring of the session and 
participants’ behavior, ACBL has another source 
of information that may be useful in determining 
facts and settling issues or disputes arising from 
some types of ethical and behavioral complaints 
or actions. Please summon a director if a problem 
occurs at the table. This procedure is intended to 
assure everyone that the playing field is level and 
that misbehavior will not be tolerated.”Email us

Got a hand you just have to share or a nice 
story? We’d love to see it.

The Daily Bulletin has its own email address: 
NABCDailyBulletin@acbl.org. You’ll also find it on 
the front page under the “Daily Bulletin” between 
the date and the editors’ names. 

This email address won’t be checked with any 
regularity when the NABC is not in session, so 
please continue to use our office email addresses for 
non-tournament–related correspondence.

Getting to the 
Convention Center

The shortest route to the playing area in the 
Convention Center is to exit the Marriott through the 
doors near the front desk. Make a left going west on 
Filbert Street and then a right onto 13th Street and go 
one block north to Arch Street. The best Convention 
Center entrance to use is on the northwest corner 
of 13th and Arch. This is a short walk, less than a 
quarter of 
a mile.

We 
strongly 
suggest 
that you 
do not 
use the 
skybridge 
from the 
Marriott 
to enter 
the Convention Center. This will take you to a part 
of the building that makes it difficult to find the 
bridge play.
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Smoking Policy
Smoking is not permitted in the playing area 

during any bridge playing event at an NABC. This 
includes electronic smoking devices.♠ ♥ ♦ ♣
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