
Thinking Bridge - 10  
By Eddie Kantar. Summer 2017 - Toronto 

Opening lead: ♥10. 

Bidding commentary: As South, your hand improves once you know partner has at least two 
spades (based on his bid of 1NT). Lead commentary: When leading partner’s suit through a 
notrump bidder, it is normal to lead the 10 from 10-x-x, the jack from J-x-x, and the queen 
from Q-x-x. Not the case this time, but the possibility exists. 

Defensive commentary: As East, if dummy plays low, signal encouragement with the ♥8 and 
when partner leads a second heart, cover dummy’s card and play a third heart, putting 
partner in a position to overruff declarer. 

Play commentary: As South, there is a reasonable chance that West has the ♠K and will 
overtruff if you ruff high. If this happens, you are stuck with a diamond loser. Discard a 
diamond instead. It’s a sure loser anyway. Now you can win any return and take the spade 
finesse. With 10 spades between the two hands, the percentage play (by far) is to take the 
finesse. It is wrong to play East for the singleton king unless the bidding absolutely tells you 
that East must have that card – or it has fallen on the floor face up! 

As declarer, when there is a clear danger of being overruffed (third heart), consider 
discarding a loser instead, particularly if the suit cannot be continued effectively. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS

 Dlr: North ♠ A 10 6
 Vul: E-W  ♥ K 9 7
  ♦ A 9 6
  ♣ Q 9 8 3
 ♠ K 8 3  ♠ —
 ♥ 10 2  ♥ A Q J 8 6 4
 ♦ J 4 3 2  ♦ Q 10 7
 ♣ J 7 5 4  ♣ K 10 6 2
  ♠ Q J 9 7 5 4 2
  ♥ 5 3
  ♦ K 8 5
  ♣ A

 West North East South
  1♣  1♥  1♠
 Pass 1NT 2♥  4♠

Opening lead: ♥10.
Bidding commentary: As South, your hand 

improves once you know partner has at least two 
spades (based on his bid of 1NT).

Lead commentary: When leading partner’s 
suit through a notrump bidder, it is normal to lead 
the 10 from 10-x-x, the jack from J-x-x, and the 
queen from Q-x-x. Not the case this time, but the 
possibility exists.        

Tips to improve your game 
- Part 9

By Brent Manley
More tools for competing

Yesterday, the topic was overcalls. Today the 
discussion will center on another effective way to 
compete: the takeout double. Warning: I tend to 
preach on this subject because I see this convention 
abused much too 
often.

If you look 
at the left side of 
your convention 
card under “special 
doubles,” you will 
see a box for “Min. 
Offshape T/O.” 
I hope you have 
never checked this 
box because what 
it means is that you 
are making takeout 
doubles with the wrong kinds of hands. “Offshape” 
means that your doubles, with no more high-card 
strength than an ordinary 12-point opener – do not 
deliver at least three-card support for whatever 
partner might bid. This is bad bridge. 

I have seen numerous players underbid their 
hands in response to partner’s doubles because their 
partners put down doubleton support for their suits 
again and again. To them, bidding more just means 
going down more.

On the rare occasion when I call attention to 
this practice, the culprit usually says, “But I had 
14 points!” Others say that if partner bids their 
doubleton or singleton (yes, it happens), they will 
just bid notrump.  Why, you may ask, is this wrong?

Well, most people agree that an overcall of 
1NT shows 15-17 HCP. To show a balanced hand 
with more than 17 HCP, you must first double and 
then bid notrump. If you make an off-shape double 
with 12, 13 or even 14 HCP and bid notrump when 
partner chooses your doubleton, you are showing 
a balanced hand of at least 18 HCP.  If your 1NT 
overcall range is 15-18 (recommended), doubling 

and bidding notrump shows at least 19 HCP. 
To become a successful partnership, both 

players must be confident that partner actually 
holds what his bids say he does. To do otherwise is 
losing bridge.

Okay, enough of the soap box. I know some of 
you would not like passing with:

♠A J 9 6        ♥8 5        ♦K 7 3        ♣K Q 6 2
when your RHO opens 1♦, but doing the right thing 
(passing) doesn’t mean you’re out of the auction. 
For starters, the auction might go this way: 
 West North East South
    You
   1♦  Pass
 1♥ Pass 1NT   ?

You have the perfect hand for a double: 
opening-bid values and four-card support for the 
unbid suits. If you double at your first chance and 
partner bids hearts, you are in trouble. 

You can also use the double as a lead-directing 
device. You get the chance in many auctions that 
start with opening bids of 1NT or 2NT, and even 
after an opponent bids Blackwood. Example:
 West North East South
 1NT Pass 2♣  Dbl

As South, you will likely hold something like: 
♣A Q J 10 7 or ♣K Q J 9 5. You definitely want a 
club lead. If East’s bid was 2♥ (transfer to spades), 
you would double to show length and strength in 
hearts.

Defensive 
commentary: As East, if 
dummy plays low, signal 
encouragement with the 
♥8 and when partner 
leads a second heart, 
cover dummy’s card and 
play a third heart, putting 
partner in a position to 
overruff declarer.  

Play commentary: 
As South, there is a 
reasonable chance that 

West has the ♠K and will overtruff if you ruff high. 
If this happens, you are stuck with a diamond loser. 
Discard a diamond instead. It’s a sure loser anyway. 
Now you can win any return and take the spade 
finesse. With 10 spades between the two hands, the 
percentage play (by far) is to take the finesse. It is 
wrong to play East for the singleton king unless the 
bidding absolutely tells you that East must have that 
card – or it has fallen on the floor face up!

As declarer, when there is a clear danger of being 
overruffed (third heart), consider discarding a loser 
instead, particularly if the suit cannot be continued 
effectively.   

Thinking bridge
By Eddie Kantar

Susan Anthony of Guelph ON and Margot 
Young of Toronto stopped for a quick photo 
before settling in to play in the 299er Pairs on 
Saturday.


