
Thinking Bridge - 6

Take all your chances,  by Eddie Kantar Fall 2016 - Orlando - Fl. 

You open your aceless wonder with 1♣ and partner responds a quiet 1♦. You bid an 
even quieter 1NT. Partner, who can never take a joke, raises to 6NT, the final 
contract. The opening lead is the ♠10. When dummy comes down, you see partner 
has his bid. Plan the play. 

Solution 

You have 10 top tricks and have to decide whether to try for your two extra tricks in 
clubs or hearts. Look at it this way. If you run the ♥J, hoping East has the queen, you 
will make your slam 50% of the time. Perhaps more. Say West has the ♥Q and 
doesn’t have the ♥A. He might not return a heart and now you have a chance if the 
club finesse works. So running the ♥J actually gives you a bit more than a 50% 
chance. 

Now let’s consider clubs. If you take the club finesse and it works, you still need the 
clubs to break 3-3. This comes to 18%. But you aren’t exactly dead if they break 4-2. 
You can’t give up a club, but you can cross to dummy and run the ♥J. You can’t make 
the contract if East has the ♥A, (he will simply take it and the fourth club as well) 
you must play West for the ♥A. It’s about a 30% chance that all this will happen. 

The bottom line is that it is far better to attack hearts rather than clubs because you 
need only one piece of good news, the ♥Q with East, to make 6NT. Working with 
clubs and finding the ♣Q with East is still not enough to guarantee the contract. More 
good news is needed. The full deal: 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Do’s and Don’ts to help 

your game – Part 6
By Brent Manley

DO
Get in there and 

compete, especially 
at favorable 
vulnerability. The 
late, great Edgar 
Kaplan once 
lamented that in 
the early days of 
tournament bridge, 
players were not 
so eager to get into 
the bidding once an 
opponent had opened, especially if the opening was 
1NT.

The days of such timid bidding are long gone, 
however, as more and more players – even those 
with limited experience – are mixing it up with 
courage if not confidence.

A lot of the boldness has developed as players 
study the Law of Total Tricks promoted by Marty 
Bergen and Larry Cohen, the latter in a couple of 
books.

Not everyone embraces the Law, and some 
players do not use it correctly, but it’s a factor in the 
bid ’em up style you see in players today.

It’s an oversimplification, but the Law essentially 
says that, when both sides have roughly equal assets 
(high-card points), it is safe to bid up to a level equal 
to the number of trumps held by the partnership. 
“Safe” includes the idea that if you bid to 3♥ 
with nine trumps and go down, the other side can 
probably make a contract that would produce a better 
score for them than beating you by a trick or two, 
especially if you’re not vulnerable (assuming they 
don’t double).

There is, of course, some danger in overcalling. 
The next player might have a big stack in your 
suit and you might end up being doubled and 
surrendering a big number.

There are, however, dangers in not bidding.
For one, if you give the opponents a free ride 

in the auction, they will arrive at their best contract 
more often than not. If you can take up their bidding 
space and put pressure on them by elevating the level 
of the bidding, you will often have an advantage.

Another consideration is that you could miss 
game – even slam occasionally – if you fail to 
compete.

There are lots of books about competitive 
bidding that are filled with good advice and useful 
conventions for making life more difficult for the 
opponents. I recommend that you and your partner 
get your hands on one or two of them and study them 
together.

DON’T
Make off-shape takeout doubles. This is one 

method of competing that I see among newer players 
more often than I should.

Not long ago at the bridge club in Memphis, I 
opened 1♠ and heard a takeout double on my left. 
Our side won the auction and as play developed, I 
noted that the doubler had a singleton diamond in a 
hand that had no extra high-card strength.

When I commented about doubling with a 
singleton in an unbid suit, the doubler said, “But I 
had 14 points!”

I asked him what he would have done if his 
partner had bid diamonds?

“I would have bid 2NT,” he said.
Had I been inclined to continue the discussion, I 

would have noted that doubling and bidding notrump 
shows a hand too strong for a 1NT overcall, i.e., a 
balanced hand with 19-20 high-card points. How 
else would you describe such a hand? If you overcall 
1NT with 19 HCP, partner is not going to make a 
move with 6 or 7 HCP and you will almost surely 
miss game.

Sometimes you just don’t have a good bid for 
that 14-point hand. Often, however, you will have 
a chance to get into the auction anyway. Say your 
right-hand opponent opens 1♦ and you hold
♠A J 7 3      ♥6 4      ♦K Q 7      ♣K J 9 7

You can’t double with a doubleton in an unbid 
suit, your spade suit is flimsy and bidding 2♣ would 
be silly, so you have to pass. But suppose LHO bids 
1♥ and RHO raises to 2♥. Now you can double  to 
show a decent hand with support for the unbid suits – 
spades and clubs. Much better, right?

Take all your chances,  
No. 6  

By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: South ♠ A K 2
 Vul: None ♥ J 9 2
  ♦ A K J 10 4
  ♣ A 5

  ♠ Q J 5
  ♥ K 10 3
  ♦ Q 2
  ♣ K J 6 4 2

You open your aceless wonder with 1♣ and 
partner responds a quiet 1♦. You bid an even 
quieter 1NT. Partner, who can never take a joke, 
raises to 6NT, the final contract. The opening lead 
is the ♠10. When dummy comes down, you see 
partner has his bid. Plan the play.  

Solution 
You have 10 top tricks and have to decide 

whether to try for your two extra tricks in clubs 
or hearts. Look at it this way. If you run the ♥J, 
hoping East has the queen, you will make your 
slam 50% of the time. Perhaps more. Say West has 

the ♥Q and doesn’t have the ♥A. He might not return 
a heart and now you have a chance if the club finesse 
works. So running the ♥J actually gives you a bit 
more than a 50% chance.   

Now let’s consider clubs. If you take the club 
finesse and it works, you still need the clubs to break 
3-3. This comes to 18%. But you aren’t exactly dead 
if they break 4-2. You can’t give up a club, but you 
can cross to dummy and run the ♥J. You can’t make 
the contract if East has the ♥A, (he will simply take 
it and the fourth club as well) you must play West 
for the ♥A. It’s about a 30% chance that all this will 
happen.

The bottom line is that it is far better to attack 
hearts rather than clubs because you need only one 
piece of good news, the ♥Q with East, to make 6NT. 
Working with clubs and finding the ♣Q with East is 
still not enough to guarantee the contract. More good 
news is needed. The full deal:

  ♠ A K 2
  ♥ J 9 2
  ♦ A K J 10 4
  ♣ A 5
 ♠ 10 9 8 6  ♠ 7 4 3
 ♥ A 8 4  ♥ Q 7 6 5
 ♦ 9 6 5 3  ♦ 8 7
 ♣ Q 8  ♣ 10 9 7 3
  ♠ Q J 5
  ♥ K 10 3
  ♦ Q 2
  ♣ K J 6 4 2

Winners! Anne Hodges and Margaret Irvin 
of Concord NC won the 49er Pairs Tuesday 
morning. The duo traveled from the Charlotte 
area to play in their first NABC.
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