
Thinking Bridge Nabc-Summer 2015Chicago

Using the bidding as a guide to play and defense 

By Eddie Kantar (6)

Bidding Commentary: Normal. South has enough to overcall, and North has 
enough to jump to game facing a two-level overcall. South should not count 
the ♥Q. It’s probably worth zilch on the bidding. 

Defensive Commentary: It is normal for East to start with three high hearts, 
for South to ruff the third round, and for West to discard a club. With four 
diamonds in dummy, a diamond discard is unthinkable. 

Play Commentary: You should know that West has the ♣K. If East had the 
♣K to go along with that beautiful six-card heart suit, East would have 
opened 1♥, not 2♥. At this point, your best bet is to draw trumps and test 
diamonds by playing the king and queen and over to the ace. If diamonds 
break 3-3, your troubles are over. If West has a likely four- card diamond 
holding, lead dummy’s remaining diamond and discard a club. Upon 
winning the diamond, West must lead away from the ♣K. Once again the 
bidding has helped you place the key missing card, the ♣K, and make a neat 
loser-on- loser play. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Checking your scores

By Brent Manley
At a tournament in Arizona, June Newth of 

Yuma was talking with a man on the patio at the 
hotel. Newth asked, “Are you playing in the bridge 
tournament?” The man said, “Oh, is that what 
they’re playing?” He went on to say that he had 
walked by the day 
before and looked 
in, then told his 
wife the group was 
apparently playing 
a game called 
“Alert.”

Yesterday’s 
message focused 
on scoring – how 
pairs and teams 
earn matchpoints 
and IMPs. I mentioned how much fun it was to look 
over a director’s shoulder in the old days while he 
was matchpointing by hand.

Nowadays, computers do the scoring but there 
are still congregations of players when the session 
is over. Players now gather at the stanchions for 
their respective sections to go over the scores for the 
boards they just played. 

I recommend reviewing the recap sheet right 
after the session for a couple of reasons. First, you 
might notice a mistake. If you were distracted when 
you pressed the “accept” key on the BridgeMate, 
you might not have looked at it closely. If the player 
who entered the score thought you made eight tricks 
in 2♦ when you actually made nine, your score will 
suffer.

If you find a scoring error on a board, report it 
to a director immediately.  The correction period is 
usually 30 minutes after scores are posted, so you 
want to notify someone about the mistake as soon as 
possible. It may be necessary to find the opponents 
so they can let the director know they agree that a 
mistake was made.

The second reason for reviewing the scores is to 
see what the field did on certain boards. Perhaps you 
bid and made 3NT for plus 400 but your score was 
poor. Look at what the other pairs did on that same 
board. If there were a lot of plus 430s and plus 460s, 
you fell short of the number of tricks you should 
have taken. Be sure to find a hand record for the 
session and look at the full deal. You may be able 
to see where you went wrong in the play. In some 
cases, your score will suffer when it’s not your fault 

if an opponent did something 
brilliant against you or made a 
risky play that worked out for his 
side.

The recap sheet might seem 
daunting at first, but it’s pretty 
easy to read. Pairs are listed in 
order across the top of the recap, 
so if you are pair No. 1, you will 
be able to read your scores by 
following the column from the 
top to the bottom under No. 1.

Boards are also listed in 
order from top to bottom, but 
the actual scores on those boards 
read from left to right across the 
sheet. You will find a number 
that represents the score achieved 
at the table, with a dash before 
a number to indicate that it is a 
minus score. Beneath that score 
is the number of matchpoints the 
pair received for that score. You 
can look at the top of the recap 
sheet to find out what top on a 
board is for that session.

The recap sheet does not 
indicate the contract for each 
board, but you can usually work 
it out. Plus 1430, for example, 
will certainly be a slam in a 
major when the declaring side is 
vulnerable. The hand records can 
help you figure out the contracts.

If you have played at a 
tournament before you came to 
the NABC, you probably know 
about the hand records, one of 
the most popular innovations in 
club and tournament play. You 
can learn a lot by going over the 
hand records after a session, and 
it can be fun to do so with your 
partner and friends.

Every pairs event at an 
NABC comes with computer-dealt hands and hand 
records, which are available as soon as a session 
ends. In some cases, the same deals are used in all 
events, even those with national rating.

The hand records come with notations about 
various contracts that can be made by the two sides. 
The analysis of these contracts is provided by a 
program called Deep Finesse. It is a marvelous tool 
for hand analysis, but there is a caveat. Deep Finesse 

analyzes each deal by looking at all four hands, 
which you and I cannot do. The way some contracts 
can be made or defeated according to Deep Finesse 
often requires plays that even the best experts would 
not consider because the chances of success would 
be remote. That said, it is fun to try to figure out 
how this or that contract can be made or defeated. 
Even looking at all four hands, it’s not always 
obvious.

Using the bidding as a 
guide to play and defense 

By Eddie Kantar

 Dlr: East ♠ A J 5
 Vul: None ♥ 4 3 2
  ♦ A 7 6 3
  ♣ A 3 2
 ♠ 7 3 2  ♠ 6 4
 ♥ 9 5  ♥ A K J 10 8 7
 ♦ 10 8 5 4  ♦ J 9
 ♣ K J 9 4  ♣ 10 7 6
  ♠ K Q 10 9 8
  ♥ Q 6
  ♦ K Q 2
  ♣ Q 8 5

 West North East South
   2♥ 2♠
 Pass 4♠ All Pass

Opening lead: ♥9
Bidding Commentary: Normal. South has 

enough to overcall, and North has enough to jump 
to game facing a two-level overcall. South should 
not count the ♥Q. It’s probably worth zilch on the 
bidding.    

Defensive Commentary: It is normal for East 
to start with three high hearts, for South to ruff the 
third round, and for West to discard a club. With 
four diamonds in dummy, a diamond discard is 
unthinkable.  

Play Commentary: You should know that West 
has the ♣K. If East had the ♣K to go along with 
that beautiful six-card heart suit, East would have 
opened 1♥, not 2♥. At this point, your best bet is to 
draw trumps and test diamonds by playing the king 
and queen and over to the ace. If diamonds break 
3-3, your troubles are over. If West has a likely four-
card diamond holding, lead dummy’s remaining 
diamond and discard a club. Upon winning the 
diamond, West must lead away from the ♣K. Once 
again the bidding has helped you place the key 
missing card, the ♣K, and make a neat loser-on-
loser play.     

I/N Masterpoint Leaders 
at the Chicago NABC 

   1.  Trudy Schwartz, Chicago IL 3.28  
   2.  Jerome Halperin, Birmingham MI 3.28  
   3.  Michael Grossfeld, Jupiter FL 2.96  
   4.  Judith Grossfeld, Jupiter FL 2.96  
   5.  Laurie Vree, Evanston IL 2.46  
   6.  M. (Muggsy) Jacoby, Wilmette IL 2.46  
   7.  Annie James, Park Forest IL 2.24  
   8.  Bernice Bell, Merrillville IN 2.24  
   9.  Michael Edwards, Georgetown TX 2.22  
  10.  Sherlene Edwards, Georgetown TX 2.22  
  11.  Cindy Alvarez, Madison WI 1.85  
  12.  Jeannine Muschinski, Madison WI 1.85  
  13.  Linda Abrahams, Northbrook IL 1.67  
  14.  Jan Sax, Glenview IL 1.67  
  15.  Frances Bronner, Chicago IL 1.38  
  16.  Libby Mages, Chicago IL 1.38  
  17.  Judith Glick, Lexington VA 1.30  
  18.  Gene Waskowski, Prospect Heights IL 1.30  
  19.  Ann Gronewald, Marietta GA 1.30  
  20.  Debbie Randall, Kennesaw GA 1.30  
  21.  Nick Waskowski, Prospect Heights IL 1.30  
  22.  Bob Glick, Richmond VA 1.30  


