
NABC - Summer 2018 - Atlanta 
Thinking bridge By Eddie Kantar -2

Defense to 2♣ opening. The opening lead. Dealing with two-way suits. Counting  

Bidding commentary: As East, take advantage of the vulnerability and preempt 
as high as you dare before the 2♣ bidder has a chance to express the nature of the 
hand. As North, with two aces facing a 2♣ opener, slam should be right around 
the corner. Your 4♠ cuebid shows slam interest in hearts. As South, after North 
bids 4♠, you have an easy 4NT bid. When partner shows two aces, bid 7♥. You 
can practically count 13: five hearts, three diamonds, one spade and a great 
chance for four club tricks 

Lead commentary: As West, no singleton leads (unless partner has bid the suit) 
against a voluntarily bid grand slam! Partner can’t have the ace and your lead 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar
Responding to 1NT, entry considerations 

Unblocking
 Dlr: South  ♠ K 6 3
 Vul: E-W  ♥ J 10 9
  ♦ A J 5 2
  ♣ 8 6 4
 ♠ Q 10 9  ♠ 8 7 6 5
 ♥ Q 7 6 5 2  ♥ A 4
 ♦ 10 6 3  ♦ K Q 9
 ♣ 7 2  ♣ K 9 5 3
  ♠ A J 4
  ♥ K 8 3
  ♦ 8 7 4
  ♣ A Q J 10

 West North East South
    1NT

 Pass 2NT All Pass

Opening lead: ♥5.
Bidding commentary: The sequence assumes 

that 2NT is natural, not a transfer. If 2NT is played 

as a transfer, responder has to go through Stayman 

to raise to 2NT. As South, with a balanced 15 HCP, 

pass 2NT.  With any 17-point hand and most 16– 

point hands, bid 3NT. A 16-point hand divided 

4-3-3-3 and lacking intermediates also does best to 

pass a raise to 2NT.  As North, with a 4-3-3-3 hand 

pattern, you need 9 HCP to raise to 2NT, 8 HCP is 

not enough.             

Defensive commentary: As East, win the ♥A 
and return the ♥4. Had the opponents gone through 
Stayman, South denying a four-card major, you 

would know partner has at least five hearts.  Also, 
both defenders should play South for 15 HCP when 

he passes 2NT.         

Play commentary: As South, plan ahead 

before playing to the first trick. Your plan should be 
to try to bring in clubs for four tricks if the finesse 
works. Even if the finesse works, you may have 

to repeat 

it three 

times (East 

might have 

four or 

five clubs 
headed by 

the king. 

Three 

finesses 
mean three 

dummy 

entries. Do 

you see 

three? It 

looks like 

there are 

two, but there are three – if you unblock the ♥K at 
trick one!  You really aren’t costing yourself a trick 

as the queen is marked in the West hand after the 

lead of a low heart. Your unblock creates a third 

dummy entry in hearts. Play the same with ♥Qxx. 
Dump the queen at trick one to make sure you have 

a dummy entry.  

Defensive commentary #2.  As West, win the 

second heart and play a third, clearing the suit. 

Play commentary #2.   As South, win the third 

heart in dummy and take club finesse #1, leading 
a low to the queen (playing the higher equal for 

deceptive purposes). After the ♣Q holds, cross to 
the ♠K and take club finesse #2, this time leading 
a club to the jack (higher remaining equal).  When 

that holds, cross to the ♦A and take club finessse 
#3. When the smoke clears, you have eight tricks: 
four clubs, two spades one heart and one diamond. 

You play so beautifully.     

Welcome, Intermediate/ 
Newcomer Players, to Atlanta!

Starting Friday, July 27, Intermediate/

Newcomer (I/N) games begin at 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 

7:30 p.m. 

All I/N events will be held in International 

Hall 1-3 on the International Level of the Marriott, 

below the lobby. 

The I/N Partnership Desk guarantees you a 

partner if you sign up one hour prior to game time.

Don’t forget to pick up your welcome gift.

Celebrity bridge speakers will give free mini-

lessons at 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. on most days. 

On Friday, July 27, Bridge Bulletin columnist Jerry 
Helms will present “The Defensive Mindset” at 

9:15. At 6:45, Robert Todd will present “Problem 

Opening Bids.” Check the Daily Bulletin each day 
for speakers.

ACBL members with 0–5 masterpoints can 

play free in the Newcomer games on Friday, July 

27.

Bridge-Plus+
Don’t miss these free two-hour lessons (10 a.m. 

to noon) by renowned ACBL teachers in Room 601 

on the Atrium Level:

• Saturday, July 28 Jerry Helms

• Sunday, July 29 Audrey Grant

A special game for 0–20 players will be held 

immediately following these lectures (14 deals, 

free!).

Learn Bridge in a Day?
Yes! Let Patty Tucker show you how on 

Saturday, July 28, from 1-6 p.m. in Room 601 on 

the Atrium Level. Fee: $20.

Notrump in a Day?
This workshop from Patty Tucker explores 

basic notrump bidding on Sunday, July 29, from 1-5 

p.m. in Room 601 on the Atrium Level. Fee: $20.

Entry fee special 
Players with 0–100 masterpoints who buy a 

regular-price entry July 27–29 will receive a half-

priced entry for games Aug. 3–5.    

Entry Fees
Players must be ACBL members whose service 

fees or dues are current in order to compete in 

any of the following nationally ranked events: 

Grand National Teams (Championship Flight), von 

Zedtwitz Life Master Pairs, Spingold Knockout 

Teams, Wagar Women’s Pairs, Truscott/USPC Senior 

Swiss Teams, Wernher Open Pairs, Freeman Mixed 
Board-A-Match Teams and the Roth Open Swiss 
Teams. The entry fees for these contests are $25 per 

player per session. For team events, this means $100 

per team per session for four-person teams, $125 per 

team per session for five-person teams, and $150 per 
team per session for six-person teams

Note: Only ACBL members are eligible to play 
in NABC+ events. $1.50 per person per session 
benefits the International Fund.

Players must also be current ACBL members 

to play in the Grand National Teams (Flights A, 

B and C), the 0-6000 and 0-2500 Mini-Spingold 

Knockouts, the 0-10,000 NABC Pairs, the 0-10,000 

Mixed Swiss Teams, the Bruce LM-5000 Pairs, the 

Young 0-2500 Pairs and the Bean Red Ribbon Pairs. 

The entry fee is $17 per player per session. For the 

team events, this means $68 per team per session for 

teams of four, $85 per team per session for teams of 

five, and $102 per team per session for teams of six. 
(The GNT Flights A, B and C have no fee the first 
two days of the contest.)

Regional championships are $16 per player 

per session for ACBL members, and $20 for non-

members. For multi-session team events of three 

sessions or more, the entry fee is $64, $80 or $96 

for teams of four, five or six, respectively. For team 
events of one or two sessions, the entry fee is $64.

All other events are $15 per player per session 

for ACBL members, $19 for nonmembers.

Membership Required
A valid ACBL player number is required to play 

in all events at the NABC. Along with one-year and 

three-year memberships, 30-day trial memberships 

are available to new members for $7.99. 

Temporary and regular memberships can be 

purchased from Tournament Operations on the 
Marquis Level or the Check-Cashing Desk.

You can be a film editor
The ACBL and the ACBL Educational 

Foundation are sponsoring an editing party for the 

movie, The Kid’s Table, on 

Friday, July 27, 9:30-11:30 

a.m., in Room 707 on the 

Atrium Level. If you wish to 

attend please email Bhellerb@

gmail.com.
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar

Defense to 2♣ opening. The opening lead. 
Dealing with two-way suits. Counting.
 Dlr: South  ♠ A 6 4
 Vul: N-S  ♥ 10 4 3
  ♦ 10 6 3
  ♣ A 10 3 2
 ♠ 8 7 5  ♠ K Q J 10 9 2
 ♥ 8 7 5   ♥ 6 2
 ♦ J 9 8 7 5 4  ♦ 2
 ♣ 6  ♣ J 8 7 5
  ♠ 3
  ♥ A K Q J 9
  ♦ A K Q
  ♣ K Q 9 4
 West North East South
    2♣
 Pass 2♦  3♠  4♥
 Pass 4♠  Pass 4NT
 Pass 5♥  Pass 7♥
 All Pass

Opening lead:  ♠5 
Bidding commentary:  As East, take 

advantage of the vulnerability and preempt as high 
as you dare before the 2♣ bidder has a chance to 
express the nature of the hand. As North, with 
two aces facing a 2♣ opener, slam should be right 
around the corner. Your 4♠ cuebid shows slam 
interest in hearts. As South, after North bids 4♠, 
you have an easy 4NT bid. When partner shows 
two aces, bid 7♥. You can practically count 13:  
five hearts, three diamonds, one spade and a great 
chance for four club tricks.  

Bridge Bucks and 
Check Cashing

Bridge Bucks and check-cashing services will 
be available each day at the following times and 
locations:

• 9:30-10 a.m. on the Marquis Level (near the 
escalator to the International Level)

• Noon to 1 p.m. on the Atrium 
Level 
Players may use VISA, MasterCard, 
Discover and American Express to 
purchase Bridge Bucks. There is a 
$500 limit on check cashing.

Board of Governors, 
Annual Membership 

Meeting notice
The ACBL Board of Governors will convene 

Sunday, July 29, at 10 a.m. in the Atrium Ballroom. 
Following the opening remarks and approval of the 
minutes from the Spring NABC in Philadelphia, 
the Board of Governors will temporarily adjourn to 
open the ACBL Annual Membership Meeting, which 
is open to all ACBL members in good standing. 
The agenda for the Annual Membership Meeting 
includes reports from the ACBL President, the 
Executive Director, the In-House Counsel and the 
Treasurer, as well as other items of general business. 
Once the Annual Membership Meeting concludes, 
the Board of Governors will resume their regular 
meeting.

Protocol notice: For the purposes of 
establishing the number of participants for 
quorum requirements, all members of the Board 
of Governors must sign in at the beginning of the 
meeting. Likewise, those attending the Annual 
Membership Meeting must also sign in, and this 
includes members of the BOG (i.e., BOG members 
must sign in once for their own meeting, and once 
for the Annual Membership Meeting.)

Lead 
commentary:  As 
West, no singleton 
leads (unless partner 
has bid the suit) 
against a voluntarily 
bid grand slam! 
Partner can’t have 
the ace and your lead 
might chew up the 
jack, queen, or both 
in your now-unhappy 
partner’s hand. The 

lead of a singleton against a small slam has more 
to gain. If partner has the ace of the singleton suit 
or the ace of trumps, you get a ruff. However, if 
you have an ace, forget a singleton lead against a 
voluntarily bid slam.   

Play commentary: As South, the fly in the 
ointment is a possible 4-1 break in clubs. The idea 
is to try to discover which opponent, if either, 
has four-card club length. Think counting. Win 
the ♠A, draw three trumps ending in dummy and 
ruff a spade. When West follows up the line, play 
West for three spades and East for six. When 
counting, it makes life so much easier if you 
count the hand of the player with the known long 
suit, East in this case. East has six spades and has 
turned up with two hearts, already eight known 
cards. Next, cash your diamonds, saving clubs, 
your key suit, for last. When East turns up with 
one diamond, she must have four clubs, leaving 
West with a singleton. Cash the ♣K, cross to the 
♣A, West showing out as expected, and lead a 
club to the 9.  There is no substitute for counting.

Here are Shari Poliquin 
from Solivita FL, and 
Sandra Waldorp from 
Oklahoma City, checking 
in for last night’s 299’er 
game. Director Scott “Fred 
Friendly” Campbell is 
happy to welcome them. 
Intermediate/Newcomer 
players play at all hours of 
the day: there are games at 
9 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Stay in touch
Is your email address on file? Is it up to date? 

Let ACBL know. Call toll-free, 800–264–2743 
(Monday–Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Central Time), 
or email service@acbl.org.

Trying for the endplay
By Barry Rigal

When District 3 took on the all-conquering 
District 9 squad from Florida, the District 3 gang 
lost handily, but they were at least able to land one 
body-blow:
  ♠ K Q 9
  ♥ J 10 5 2
  ♦ A 4 3
  ♣ J 6 5
 ♠ J 5  ♠ 10 8 
 ♥ 6 4  ♥ K Q 9 3
 ♦ Q J 9 6 2  ♦ K 10 8 5
 ♣ K 9 7 2  ♣ Q 8 4
  ♠ A 7 6 4 3 2
  ♥ A 8 7
  ♦ 7
  ♣ A 10 3

In both rooms, South declared 4♠.
In one room, Abe Pineles for D3 won the 

diamond lead and eliminated diamonds while 
drawing trumps (which were 2-2), ending in dummy.

Then declarer led a club to the 10 and queen. 
Jeff Meckstroth shifted to the ♥6. Pineles played low 
from dummy and ducked the nine from East (Eric 
Rodwell). Rodwell, who held ♥K Q 9 x and the ♣Q, 
was endplayed.

In the other room, declarer ended in hand after 
one round of trumps, having eliminated diamonds. 
He then led a low heart to the 10 and king, and back 
came a low heart! When declarer put up the ace 
and played a third heart, there was no longer any 
endplay.

Age requirement 
for Senior events

You must have been before January 1, 1959, to 
qualify to play in ACBL Senior events.



might chew up the jack, queen, or both in your now-unhappy partner’s hand. The  
lead of a singleton against a small slam has more to gain. If partner has the ace of 
the singleton suit or the ace of trumps, you get a ruff. However, if you have an 
ace, forget a singleton lead against a voluntarily bid slam.  

Play commentary: As South, the fly in the ointment is a possible 4-1 break in 
clubs. The idea is to try to discover which opponent, if either, has four-card club 
length. Think counting. Win the ♠A, draw three trumps ending in dummy and ruff 
a spade. When West follows up the line, play West for three spades and East for 
six. When counting, it makes life so much easier if you count the hand of the 
player with the known long suit, East in this case. East has six spades and has 
turned up with two hearts, already eight known cards. Next, cash your diamonds, 
saving clubs, your key suit, for last. When East turns up with one diamond, she 
must have four clubs, leaving West with a singleton. Cash the ♣K, cross to the 
♣A, West showing out as expected, and lead a club to the 9. There is no substitute 
for countin 


