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Counting your tricks. The avoidance play. Which finesse? Defensive discarding  

 

Lead commentary: 

As West, a strong lead against notrump is low 
from A-Q-x-x-x-(x).  
If partner has the jack or can get in and lead 
through declarer’s probable king, you have a 
good chance of taking a bundle of tricks. The 
returns are not nearly as great when leading 
low from A-Q-x-x. 

Defensive commentary: As West, when the 
♠10 at trick loses to the jack, South is marked 
with the ♠K J 9. Partner’s ♠10 denies both the 
9 and the king. 

Play commentary: As South, you have eight top tricks and the idea is to set up a 
ninth without allowing East, the danger hand, in to push a spade through your 
vulnerable ♠K 9. You should know that West has the A-Q from East’s third-hand play 
of the 10. It must be right to start with the ♦A and ♦K. No luck there when West 
discards a heart on the second diamond. You remain with a choice of two queen 
finesses for your ninth trick. When you have a choice of two queen finesses, play the 
ace and then the king of the longer suit (clubs in this case). If the queen doesn’t drop, 
take a finesse in the shorter suit, hearts. If you do that, you survive this diabolical 
layout. 

Defensive commentary #2: As East, when declarer leads a high diamond, play the 
♦J, conventionally showing partner a sequence headed by the jack. As West, when 
discarding on the second diamond, discard from length (hearts), not shortness 
(clubs). If you discard from a doubleton and then show out on the second round of 
the suit, declarer knows partner’s exact holding in that suit. It’s called giving away 
the show – and drives partners crazy!  
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Which finesse? Defensive discarding.
 Dlr: South ♠ 7 3 2
 Vul: None  ♥ K J 8
  ♦ 7 4
  ♣ A J 6 5 2
 ♠ A Q 8 6 4  ♠ 10 5
 ♥ Q 5 4 3 2   ♥ 10 9 7
 ♦ 5  ♦ J 10 9 8 6
 ♣ 8 7  ♣ Q 10 9
  ♠ K J 9
  ♥ A 6
  ♦ A K Q 3 2
  ♣ K 4 3
 West North East South
    2NT
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Opening lead:  ♠6 

Vendors
For all your bridge-supply needs – whether it’s 

books, clothing, jewelry or games – check out the 
vendors on the Marquis Level.

Bridge in a Box raffle: The Bridge in a Box 
vendor is holding a raffle each day of the NABC for 
a free copy of their new product “Bridge in a Box.”
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conventionally showing partner a sequence headed 
by the jack. As West, when discarding on the 
second diamond, discard from length (hearts), not 
shortness (clubs). If you discard from a doubleton 
and then show out on the second round of the suit, 
declarer knows partner’s exact holding in that 
suit. It’s called giving away the show – and drives 
partners crazy! 

Membership Required
A valid ACBL player number is required to play 

in all events at the NABC. Along with one-year and 
three-year memberships, 30-day trial memberships 
are available to new members for $7.99. 

Temporary and regular memberships can be 
purchased from Tournament Operations on the 
Lobby Level or the Check-Cashing Desk.

Player Memos 
Player memos allow participants to file incident 

reports alleging inappropriate behavior by other 
contestants. Two player memo stations have been 
set up outside the playing areas on the Marquis 
Level and the Atrium Level for your convenience. 
Players are encouraged to file Player Memos when 
appropriate.

Mr. 3400
If you like dramatic scores, you should ask to 

play with Stephen Cooper of Belle Mead NJ. Cooper 
is playing at the NABC in Atlanta, and he’s already 
encountered an unusual score twice: 3400. Once it 
was minus 3400, but the next it was plus.

“I was playing in the Truscott Senior Swiss 
Teams, and our teammates brought back a minus 
3400 score on one deal for 1NT redoubled and 
vulnerable, down six. I had never seen a penalty 
that big before ... until the very next day when I was 
playing in the Wernher Open Pairs. The opponents 
played 4♠ redoubled and vulnerable – the 4♠ 
cuebidder redoubled to wake his partner up; it didn’t 
work – and they finished down six.”
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