
THINKING BRIDGE by EDDIE KANTAR  Summer 2018-Atlanta -10  

Defense to a weak two-bid. Responding to an invitational 4NT. Two-way suit 
counting .  

Bidding commentary: As South, your 
2NT overcall shows 15-18 HCP. North’s 
raise to 4NT  is invitational, not 
Blackwood. There are several ways to 
accept a 4NT invitation. One is to bid 
6NT directly, another is to hedge by 
bidding 5NT, not forcing, giving partner 
the last say. A third is to name a four-
card minor at the five level, which is 
forcing to at least 5NT or six of the 
minor. If partner happens to have the 
matching four- card minor, you can play 
slam in your 4-4 fit. A 4-4 fit frequently 
plays one trick better than notrump. On 
this layout, 6♦ is cold, 6NT is not. 

Lead Commentary: A weak two-bid bid is supposed to show a decent suit, the 
reason for the lead. 

Defensive commentary #1: As East, play the ♠J at trick one. If the jack holds, 
return the king. Standard third-hand play with three or more equal honors when 
partner leads the suit is lowest then highest. 

 
Defensive commentary: #2: If South cashes red-suit winners, discard spades, the 
suit where your length is known. Do not discard from shortness, it exposes 
partner’s holding when you show out. 

Play commentary: As South, you have 11 top tricks and have to bring in clubs 
for four tricks. If clubs are 3-3 or the jack drops, no problem. However, if West 
has ♣J x x x, the winning play is the king, the queen, and then low to the 10 lubs 
is a two-way suit, meaning that (1) clubs should be the last suit played; (2) this is 
a counting hand. It can’t hurt to duck the first spade, win the second and rattle off 
four diamonds and three hearts, discarding a spade from dummy. If you do, you 
discover that East, the player with the known long suit, the hand to count, started 
with six spades, two hearts, three diamonds and, therefore, two clubs. If East has 
two clubs, West has four. Cash the ♣K, return to the ♣Q and lead  
a club to the 10. The finesse has to work! You counted!  
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar
Defense to a weak two-bid. Responding to an 

invitational 4NT. Two-way suit counting.
 Dlr: East ♠ 7 3 2
 Vul: None  ♥ K 7
  ♦ A Q 5 3
  ♣ A K 10 2
 ♠ 6  ♠ K Q J 9 8 5
 ♥ 10 8 6 4 3 2  ♥ 9 5
 ♦ 7 4  ♦ 9 6 2
 ♣ J 8 4 3  ♣ 9 7
  ♠ A 10 4
  ♥ A Q J
  ♦ K J 10 8
  ♣ Q 6 5
 West North East South
   2♠  2NT
 Pass 4NT Pass 6 NT
 All Pass

Opening lead:  ♠6.
Bidding commentary:  As South, your 2NT 

overcall shows 15-18 HCP. North’s raise to 4NT 

highest.    
Defensive commentary: #2:  If South 

cashes red-suit winners, discard spades, the suit 
where your length is known. Do not discard from 
shortness, it exposes partner’s holding when you 
show out.

Play commentary: As South, you have 11 
top tricks and have to bring in clubs for four 
tricks. If clubs are 3-3 or the jack drops, no 
problem. However, if West has ♣J x x x, the 
winning play is the king, the queen, and then low 
to the 10. Clubs is a two-way suit, meaning that 
(1) clubs should be the last suit played; (2) this 
is a counting hand. It can’t hurt to duck the first 
spade, win the second and rattle off four diamonds 
and three hearts, discarding a spade from dummy. 
If you do, you discover that East, the player with 
the known long suit, the hand to count, started 
with six spades, two hearts, three diamonds and, 
therefore, two clubs. If East has two clubs, West 
has four. Cash the ♣K, return to the ♣Q and lead 
a club to the 10. The finesse has to work!  You 
counted!   

Lost and Found
Lost and found is located at the Tournament 

Information Desk located on the Marquis Level. 
If you find something that appears to have lost its 
owner, or you’re an owner in search of something 
you lost, here’s the place to go. Informaton hours 
through Saturday are:

 8:30–10 a.m.
 Noon–1p.m.
 2–3 p.m.
 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Slow Learner
By Bob Sanner

Twelve months ago at the 2017 Toronto NABC, 
I kibitzed an interesting deal from a knockout. I gave 
the information to the editors of the Daily Bulletin, 
and it was published a few days later.

Top expert Geoff Hampson was playing against 
a weaker team and leading by a comfortable margin. 
He reached 6♠, then left-hand opponent, with  
A-J-10-x of trump, doubled. Geoff ran to 6NT, 
which made. So the theme of the article was: “Don’t 
double if the opponents have a place to run.”

At the other table, the contract was 4♠ making 
11 tricks. Instead of losing about 13 IMPs, Hampson 
gained about 13. It was a day-long event and 
Hampson won by about 70, so this episode simply 
changed the winning margin.

Fast forward to this tournament. I was playing 
on the first day of the Senior Swiss in a seven-board 
match against the eventual winners. Partner was 
in the bidding and the opponents reached 4♠ in a 
standard 4–4 fit. I considered, “Could they run?” 
Holding the K-10-8-x-x- of trump, I doubled and 
guess what? They soon scored up 4NT, making. 
Unfortunately this cost the match.

I think 12 months from now at the Las Vegas 
2019 NABC, I will have mastered this concept. 

Playing in an 
NABC+ pairs game? 
Buy your entry early!

In an effort to speed up the start of all NABC+ 
pairs events – which requires additional time for 
proper seeding – the ACBL asks participants to 
please buy their entries at least 15 minutes before 
game time. This is especially true if you expect to be 
a seeded pair.

New LM Alert!
If you make Life Master at this tournament, 

please share! We’d love to take your picture and 
publish your achievement in the Daily Bulletin. The 
Daily Bulletin office is located in Room 508 on the 
Lobby Level. Whatever your rank advancement, 
please stop by and tell us the good news.

NABC Results 
by Email/Text

Want to be notified when results and the Daily 
Bulletins from the NABC are posted online? Want to 
see your results in the events you played in? ACBL 
Live does just that.

With the ACBL Live notification system, you 
will receive emails and/or text messages after each 
session with links that go directly to the information 
you’re looking for. The email/text message will 
contain your score for the session and a link to your 
results. (These results will also be available on your 
MyResults page at MyACBL.) Players will also 
receive a notification to indicate when the Daily 
Bulletin for that day is available.


