
NABC - Summer 2018 - Atlanta 
Thinking bridge By Eddie Kantar -10

Weak jump overcall. The surrounding play  

Bidding commentary: As South, your 2 H* jump 
overcall is equivalent to an opening weak two-
bid. As North, you have enough to give partner a 
single raise. As East, you are too strong to raise to 
3♠. You have a side-suit singleton, phenomenal 
trump support plus a strong side suit. Please. 

Defensive commentary: As South, you should 
recognize this dummy type – one with a powerful 
side suit plus strong trump support. Defensive 
tricks must be taken or established quickly. 
Clearly clubs is the suit to attack. The question is: 
which club to lead? When the dummy to the right 
has the 9-x-x-(x) and you have the Q-10-8-(x) or 

the K-10-8-(x), you have the 9 surrounded with the 10-8 plus a higher unequal honor, the 
ingredients for a “surrounding” play. Attack with the 10, the higher of the two 
surrounding cards and the only card in your hand that defeats the contract. Your lead 
establishes two club tricks before the ♦A can be driven out. Assuming West covers with 
the ♣J (best), North wins and returns a club. You remain with the ♣K 8 over dummy’s 
♣9 7. By covering the 7 with the 9 and the 9 with the king, you drive out declarer’s ace 
while retaining a club winner. When partner gets in with the ♦A, a club return defeats the 
contract. If you lead the ♣8, declarer plays low, partner wins the queen, but declarer 
remains with the A-J hovering over your king. Leading the king doesn’t work either. 
Declarer wins the ace, draws trumps and drives out the ♦A, all the while retaining a club 
stopper. 

Other surrounding plays to be on the lookout for are: (1) leading the J from the AJ9(x) or 
the KJ9(x) when dummy to the right has the 10-x-(x); (2) leading the Q from A-Q-10-(x) 
when dummy to the right has the J-x-(x). 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar
Responding to 1NT, entry considerations 

Unblocking
 Dlr: South  ♠ K 6 3
 Vul: E-W  ♥ J 10 9
  ♦ A J 5 2
  ♣ 8 6 4
 ♠ Q 10 9  ♠ 8 7 6 5
 ♥ Q 7 6 5 2  ♥ A 4
 ♦ 10 6 3  ♦ K Q 9
 ♣ 7 2  ♣ K 9 5 3
  ♠ A J 4
  ♥ K 8 3
  ♦ 8 7 4
  ♣ A Q J 10

 West North East South
    1NT

 Pass 2NT All Pass

Opening lead: ♥5.
Bidding commentary: The sequence assumes 

that 2NT is natural, not a transfer. If 2NT is played 

as a transfer, responder has to go through Stayman 

to raise to 2NT. As South, with a balanced 15 HCP, 

pass 2NT.  With any 17-point hand and most 16– 

point hands, bid 3NT. A 16-point hand divided 

4-3-3-3 and lacking intermediates also does best to 

pass a raise to 2NT.  As North, with a 4-3-3-3 hand 

pattern, you need 9 HCP to raise to 2NT, 8 HCP is 

not enough.             

Defensive commentary: As East, win the ♥A 
and return the ♥4. Had the opponents gone through 
Stayman, South denying a four-card major, you 

would know partner has at least five hearts.  Also, 
both defenders should play South for 15 HCP when 

he passes 2NT.         

Play commentary: As South, plan ahead 

before playing to the first trick. Your plan should be 
to try to bring in clubs for four tricks if the finesse 
works. Even if the finesse works, you may have 

to repeat 

it three 

times (East 

might have 

four or 

five clubs 
headed by 

the king. 

Three 

finesses 
mean three 

dummy 

entries. Do 

you see 

three? It 

looks like 

there are 

two, but there are three – if you unblock the ♥K at 
trick one!  You really aren’t costing yourself a trick 

as the queen is marked in the West hand after the 

lead of a low heart. Your unblock creates a third 

dummy entry in hearts. Play the same with ♥Qxx. 
Dump the queen at trick one to make sure you have 

a dummy entry.  

Defensive commentary #2.  As West, win the 

second heart and play a third, clearing the suit. 

Play commentary #2.   As South, win the third 

heart in dummy and take club finesse #1, leading 
a low to the queen (playing the higher equal for 

deceptive purposes). After the ♣Q holds, cross to 
the ♠K and take club finesse #2, this time leading 
a club to the jack (higher remaining equal).  When 

that holds, cross to the ♦A and take club finessse 
#3. When the smoke clears, you have eight tricks: 
four clubs, two spades one heart and one diamond. 

You play so beautifully.     

Welcome, Intermediate/ 
Newcomer Players, to Atlanta!

Starting Friday, July 27, Intermediate/

Newcomer (I/N) games begin at 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 

7:30 p.m. 

All I/N events will be held in International 

Hall 1-3 on the International Level of the Marriott, 

below the lobby. 

The I/N Partnership Desk guarantees you a 

partner if you sign up one hour prior to game time.

Don’t forget to pick up your welcome gift.

Celebrity bridge speakers will give free mini-

lessons at 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. on most days. 

On Friday, July 27, Bridge Bulletin columnist Jerry 
Helms will present “The Defensive Mindset” at 

9:15. At 6:45, Robert Todd will present “Problem 

Opening Bids.” Check the Daily Bulletin each day 
for speakers.

ACBL members with 0–5 masterpoints can 

play free in the Newcomer games on Friday, July 

27.

Bridge-Plus+
Don’t miss these free two-hour lessons (10 a.m. 

to noon) by renowned ACBL teachers in Room 601 

on the Atrium Level:

• Saturday, July 28 Jerry Helms

• Sunday, July 29 Audrey Grant

A special game for 0–20 players will be held 

immediately following these lectures (14 deals, 

free!).

Learn Bridge in a Day?
Yes! Let Patty Tucker show you how on 

Saturday, July 28, from 1-6 p.m. in Room 601 on 

the Atrium Level. Fee: $20.

Notrump in a Day?
This workshop from Patty Tucker explores 

basic notrump bidding on Sunday, July 29, from 1-5 

p.m. in Room 601 on the Atrium Level. Fee: $20.

Entry fee special 
Players with 0–100 masterpoints who buy a 

regular-price entry July 27–29 will receive a half-

priced entry for games Aug. 3–5.    

Entry Fees
Players must be ACBL members whose service 

fees or dues are current in order to compete in 

any of the following nationally ranked events: 

Grand National Teams (Championship Flight), von 

Zedtwitz Life Master Pairs, Spingold Knockout 

Teams, Wagar Women’s Pairs, Truscott/USPC Senior 

Swiss Teams, Wernher Open Pairs, Freeman Mixed 
Board-A-Match Teams and the Roth Open Swiss 
Teams. The entry fees for these contests are $25 per 

player per session. For team events, this means $100 

per team per session for four-person teams, $125 per 

team per session for five-person teams, and $150 per 
team per session for six-person teams

Note: Only ACBL members are eligible to play 
in NABC+ events. $1.50 per person per session 
benefits the International Fund.

Players must also be current ACBL members 

to play in the Grand National Teams (Flights A, 

B and C), the 0-6000 and 0-2500 Mini-Spingold 

Knockouts, the 0-10,000 NABC Pairs, the 0-10,000 

Mixed Swiss Teams, the Bruce LM-5000 Pairs, the 

Young 0-2500 Pairs and the Bean Red Ribbon Pairs. 

The entry fee is $17 per player per session. For the 

team events, this means $68 per team per session for 

teams of four, $85 per team per session for teams of 

five, and $102 per team per session for teams of six. 
(The GNT Flights A, B and C have no fee the first 
two days of the contest.)

Regional championships are $16 per player 

per session for ACBL members, and $20 for non-

members. For multi-session team events of three 

sessions or more, the entry fee is $64, $80 or $96 

for teams of four, five or six, respectively. For team 
events of one or two sessions, the entry fee is $64.

All other events are $15 per player per session 

for ACBL members, $19 for nonmembers.

Membership Required
A valid ACBL player number is required to play 

in all events at the NABC. Along with one-year and 

three-year memberships, 30-day trial memberships 

are available to new members for $7.99. 

Temporary and regular memberships can be 

purchased from Tournament Operations on the 
Marquis Level or the Check-Cashing Desk.

You can be a film editor
The ACBL and the ACBL Educational 

Foundation are sponsoring an editing party for the 

movie, The Kid’s Table, on 

Friday, July 27, 9:30-11:30 

a.m., in Room 707 on the 

Atrium Level. If you wish to 

attend please email Bhellerb@

gmail.com.
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Partners Boye 
Brogeland and Espen 
Lindqvist of Norway 
tied for the most 
masterpoints won at 
the 2017 Summer 
NABC, thereby 
winning the Fishbein 
Trophy. Brogeland 
and Lindqvist won the 
Spingold KO Teams 
and were second in the 

von Zedtwitz Life Master Pairs.
The Fishbein Trophy was donated by ACBL in 

memory of Sally Fishbein and in recognition of the 
untiring efforts of Harry Fishbein, who served as 
ACBL treasurer and refused to accept the customary 
compensation.
The winners 1952–1963:
1952 John Crawford
1953 Milton Ellenby
1954 David Carter
1955 Paul Hodge
1956 Tobias Stone
1957 John Crawford
1958 Helen Sobel
1959 Ira Rubin
1960 Boris Koytchou
1961 Marshall Miles
1962 Ira Rubin
1963 Alvin Roth

These are the Fishbein Trophy winners since 
1964, together with their point totals. An asterisk 
indicates the record was broken that year.
1964 Percy Sheardown 223*
1965 Alvin Roth 210
1966 Alvin Roth 186
1967 Phil Feldesman 177
1968 Jim Jacoby 205
1969 Bob Hamman 180
1970 Dave Strasberg 155
1971 Barbara Rappaport 187
1972 B. Jay Becker 179
1973 Richard Katz 199
1974 Richard Shepherd 162
1975 Grant Baze 176
1976 Richard Katz 219
1977 Ken Cohen 198
1978 Mike Passell 215
1979 Bobby Wolff 179
1980 Peter Weichsel 194
1981 Ralph Katz 236*
1982 Mike Smolen 221

two-bid. As North, you 
have enough to give 
partner a single raise. 
As East, you are too 
strong to raise to 3♠. 
You have a side-suit 
singleton,  phenomenal 
trump support plus a 
strong side suit. Please.   

Defensive 
commentary: As 
South, you should 
recognize this dummy 

type  – one with a powerful side suit plus strong 
trump support. Defensive tricks must be taken or 
established quickly. Clearly clubs is the suit to 
attack. The question is: which club to lead? When 
the dummy to the right has the 9-x-x-(x) and you 
have the Q-10-8-(x) or the K-10-8-(x), you have 
the 9 surrounded with the 10-8 plus a higher 
unequal honor, the ingredients for a “surrounding” 
play. Attack with the 10, the higher of the two 

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar
Weak jump overcall. The surrounding play

 Dlr: West ♠ 7 2
 Vul: N-S ♥ K 8 5 4
  ♦ A 7 6
  ♣ Q 5 4 2
 ♠ Q J 5 4 3  ♠ A K 10 8
 ♥ Q 7  ♥ 2
 ♦ 10 8 4  ♦ K Q J 9 2
 ♣ A J 6  ♣ 9 7 3
  ♠ 9 6
  ♥ A J 10 9 6 3
  ♦ 5 3
  ♣ K 10 8
 West North East South
 Pass Pass 1♦  2♥
 2♠  3♥  4♠  All Pass

Opening lead:  ♥4       
Bidding commentary: As South, your 2 H* 

jump overcall is equivalent to an opening weak 

surrounding cards and the only card in your hand 
that defeats the contract. Your lead establishes 
two club tricks before the ♦A can be driven out. 
Assuming West covers with the ♣J (best), North 
wins and returns a club. You remain with the ♣K 
8 over dummy’s ♣9 7. By covering the 7 with the 
9 and the 9 with the king, you drive out declarer’s 
ace while retaining a club winner. When partner 
gets in with the ♦A, a club return defeats the 
contract. If you lead the ♣8, declarer plays low, 
partner wins the queen, but declarer remains with 
the A-J hovering over your king. Leading the 
king doesn’t work either. Declarer wins the ace, 
draws trumps and drives out the ♦A, all the while 
retaining a club stopper.     

Other surrounding plays to be on the lookout 
for are: (1) leading the J from the AJ9(x) or the 
KJ9(x) when dummy  to the right has the  
10-x-(x);  (2)  leading the Q from A-Q-10-(x) 
when dummy to the right has the J-x-(x).        

Membership Required
A valid ACBL player number is required to play 

in all events at the NABC. Along with one-year and 
three-year memberships, 30-day trial memberships 
are available to new members for $7.99. 

Temporary and regular memberships can be 
purchased from Tournament Operations on the 
Lobby Level or the Check-Cashing Desk.

NABC Results 
by Email/Text

Want to be notified when results and the Daily 
Bulletins from the NABC are posted online? Want to 
see your results in the events you played in? ACBL 
Live does just that.

With the ACBL Live notification system, you 
will receive emails and/or text messages after each 
session with links that go directly to the information 
you’re looking for. The email/text message will 
contain your score for the session and a link to your 
results. (These results will also be available on your 
MyResults page at MyACBL.) Players will also 
receive a notification to indicate when the Daily 
Bulletin for that day is available.

1983 Bob Hamman 280*
1984 Steve Sion 271
1985 Bill Passell 225
1986 Mark Lair 187
1987 Danny Rotman 188
1988 Helen Utegaard 168
1989 Zeke Jabbour 198
1990 Ron Rubin, Michael Becker 227
1991 Eric Rodwell 278
1992 Juanita Chambers 182
1993 John Sutherlin 233
1994 Lynn Deas 238
1995 Nick Nickell, Richard Freeman 253
1996 Jeff Meckstroth 268.79
1997 Steve Garner 246.77
1998  Paul Soloway 280.77*
1999 Eric Rodwell 347.87*
2000 Rose Meltzer, Kyle Larsen,  

Lew Stansby, Chip Martel,  
Peter Weichsel 315.00

2001 Ralph Katz 383.85*
2002 Tobi Sokolow 304.43
2003 Michael Rosenberg 392.50*
2004 Jeff Meckstroth, Eric Rodwell 350.00
2005 Geoff Hampson 348.09
2006 Bjorn Fallenius 365.00
2007 Jeff Meckstroth, Eric Rodwell 385.72
2008 Migry Zur Campanile 269.56
2009 John Hurd 335.00
2010 Eric Greco, Brad Moss 301.82
2011 David Berkowitz 332.50
2012 Alan Sontag 315.00
2013 Mark Itabashi 326.70
2014 Boye Brogeland, Espen Lindqvist,  

Lotan Fisher, Ron Schwartz 316.34
2015 Lorenzo Lauria, Alfredo Versace 303.43
2016 Chris Compton, Mike Passell 373.16
2017 Boye Brogeland, Espen Lindqvist 392.50

Fishbein TrophyCharity begins at 
AmazonSmile

For every eligible purchase you make on 
Amazon.com, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 
.05% of the purchase price (less shipping, gift wrap 
charges, etc.) to your chosen charity. Why not make 
the ACBL Educational Foundation or the ACBL 
Charity Foundation your chosen charity? 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll 
find the exact same low prices and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com with the added 
bonus that AmazonSmile will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization. Picture this: If every ACBL member 
were to designate one of the two ACBL charity 
funds as their AmazonSmile recipient and spend 
$200, $168,000 would flow to the Educational 
Foundation and the Charity Foundation!

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on 
AmazonSmile?

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com 
and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, wish list, 
wedding or baby registry and other account settings 
are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization?
Go to smile.amazon.com using your computer or 

mobile device. On your first visit to AmazonSmile, 
you’ll select a charitable organization before you 
begin shopping. Choose either

• ACBL Charity Foundation or
• ACBL Educational Foundation


