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The first trick. Taking charge
Dlr: South
♠ 10 5 4
Vul: Both
♥92
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♥KQ54
♦974
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♠AKQJ3
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♠982
♥ A 10 8 3
♦ 10 8 6 3 2
♣A
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1♠
2♠

Pass
2♣
Pass
Pass
4♠
All Pass
Opening lead: ♥K
Bidding commentary: As South, treat a
solid five-card major suit as a six-card suit and bid
accordingly.

Def
commen
East, av
common
error of
interest
in the su
has led (
looking
of the ha
you hav
♣A and
a club ru
can get
must overtake the ♥K, cash the ♣A, exi
to partner’s queen, and ruff the club ret
one. If you look only at hearts, you are
encouragement to show the ace. Once p
continues a heart, goodbye club ruff, go
defeating 4♠. The lesson to be learned
third hand should take a moment to get
of the deal, not just the suit partner has
playing to the first trick.

Bidding commentary: As South, treat a solid five-card major suit as a six-card suit and bid
accordingly.

Entries

validavoid
ACBLthe
player
numberdefensive
is requirederror
to play
Defensive commentary: AsAEast,
common
of signaling interest or
in
all
events
at
the
NABC.
disinterest in the suit partner has led (♥K) before looking at the rest
All North American championships with no
of the hand. Here you have
blank ♣Alimit
and$25
would
like a per
clubsession
ruff. You can get it but you must
upperthe
masterpoint
per player
overtake the ♥K, cash the ♣A,
heart to
queen,
andper
ruff the club return. Down
(Forexit
teamaevents,
thispartner’s
means $100
per team
four-person
per team per to show the ace. Once
one. If you look only at session
hearts,for
you
are apt toteams,
signal$125
encouragement
session for five-person teams, and $150 per team per
partner continues a heart, goodbye club ruff, goodbye defeating 4♠. The lesson to be learned
session for six-person teams. Only ACBL members
here is that third hand should
take
a moment
to get an
of to
the deal, not just the suit
current on
their
dues and service
feesoverview
are eligible
in NABC+
events.
$1.50 per person per session
partner has led, before play
playing
to the first
trick.
benefits the International Fund.)
Other North American championships.....$17 per
player per session
(For the team events, this means $68 per team
per session for teams of four, $85 per team per
session for teams of five, and $102 per team per
session for teams of six. Only ACBL members
current on their dues and service fees are eligible to
play in these events.)
Regional championships...............$16 for ACBL
members, $20 for inactive members per player per
session
(For multi-session team events of three sessions
or more, the entry fee is $64, $80 or $96 for teams of
four, five or six, respectively. For team events of one
or two sessions, the entry fee is $64.)

