
Thinking bridge By Eddie Kantar 

NABC Summer 2018 - Atlanta 4

The first trick. Taking charge  

Bidding commentary: As South, treat a solid five-card major suit as a six-card suit and bid 
accordingly. 

Defensive commentary: As East, avoid the common defensive error of signaling interest or 
disinterest in the suit partner has led (♥K) before looking at the rest 
of the hand. Here you have the blank ♣A and would like a club ruff. You can get it but you must 
overtake the ♥K, cash the ♣A, exit a heart to partner’s queen, and ruff the club return. Down 
one. If you look only at hearts, you are apt to signal encouragement to show the ace. Once 
partner continues a heart, goodbye club ruff, goodbye defeating 4♠. The lesson to be learned 
here is that third hand should take a moment to get an overview of the deal, not just the suit 
partner has led, before playing to the first trick. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar
The first trick. Taking charge

 Dlr: South ♠ 10 5 4
 Vul: Both  ♥ 9 2
  ♦ A K Q
  ♣ K J 7 5 3
 ♠ 7 6  ♠ 9 8 2
 ♥ K Q 5 4  ♥ A 10 8 3
 ♦ 9 7 4  ♦ 10 8 6 3 2
 ♣ 10 9 6 2  ♣ A
  ♠ A K Q J 3
  ♥ J 7 6
  ♦ J 5
  ♣ Q 8 4
 West North East South
    1♠
 Pass 2♣  Pass 2♠
 Pass 4♠ All Pass

Opening lead:  ♥K  
Bidding commentary:  As South, treat a 

solid five-card major suit as a six-card suit and bid 
accordingly.

New LM Alert!
If you make Life Master at this tournament, 

please share! We’d love to take your picture and 
publish your achievement in the Daily Bulletin. The 
Daily Bulletin office is located in Room 508 on the 
Lobby Level. Whatever your rank advancement, 
please stop by and tell us the good news.

Buy your NABC 
entry online

Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries in advance 
for all national-level events at BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case 
the ACBL deadline, or the 
earlier of the two, applies.

A nice feature: You 
can buy entries in advance 
and be charged for the total 
number of sessions played 
after the event is over. 

Entries
A valid ACBL player number is required to play 

in all events at the NABC.
All North American championships with no 

upper masterpoint limit $25 per player per session
(For team events, this means $100 per team per 

session for four-person teams, $125 per team per 
session for five-person teams, and $150 per team per 
session for six-person teams. Only ACBL members 
current on their dues and service fees are eligible to 
play in NABC+ events. $1.50 per person per session 
benefits the International Fund.)

Other North American championships.....$17 per 
player per session

(For the team events, this means $68 per team 
per session for teams of four, $85 per team per 
session for teams of five, and $102 per team per 
session for teams of six. Only ACBL members 
current on their dues and service fees are eligible to 
play in these events.)

Regional championships...............$16 for ACBL 
members, $20 for inactive members per player per 
session

(For multi-session team events of three sessions 
or more, the entry fee is $64, $80 or $96 for teams of 
four, five or six, respectively. For team events of one 
or two sessions, the entry fee is $64.)

All other events.............$15 for ACBL members, 
$19 for inactive members per player per session

L’esprit de L’escalier
By Barry Rigal

I’m not publishing this deal from the second 
qualifying session of the 0-10,000 Pairs because I 
know what the right line is. I don’t. But one of my 
opponents found a nice play. Unfortunately it was in 
the post-mortem.
 Dlr: South ♠ 4
 Vul: Both ♥ A 10 9
  ♦ 10 6 2
  ♣ K Q 10 7 6 2
 ♠ A K Q 10 5  ♠ 8 6 3
 ♥ 7 5 3  ♥ K Q J 4 2
 ♦ A  ♦ J 8
 ♣ A 9 8 4  ♣ J
  ♠ J 9 7 2
  ♥ 8 6
  ♦ K Q J 8 3
  ♣ 5 3

As West, I declarer 4♠ on an unopposed 
sequence: 1♠ - 2♠ - 4♠. I won the ♣K lead and 
played a heart. North, a competent player, took the 
♥A without too much thought, then shifted to a 
diamond to my ace.

These are the lines to consider: Bash out the ♠A 
and ♠K. If they split, ruff a club and claim plus 680. 
If South has four spades, cross to the ♥K and finesse 
spades for plus 650. But if North has four spades, 
put on dark glasses and change your name.

A second line is to ruff a club and take a spade 
finesse – the winning line today, but I’m not a big 
enough player to do this!

The third line, which I followed, was to ruff 
a club, cross to a spade (yes, maybe a diamond 
ruff could have been better) and ruff another club. 
South overruffed and led a diamond. Before I could 
process my thoughts on the deal, South (Saleh 
Fetouh) commented, “I think I shouldn’t have 
overruffed.”

He was right. So long as he discards, waits to 
ruff until the third heart, I’m left with two club losers 
at the end.

(Had I ruffed a diamond to hand instead of 
playing a trump this defense wouldn’t work if I 
decide to finesse in spades).

Desk Hours
NABC Welcome Desk 8:30–10 a.m.
   11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
   2:30–3 p.m.
   6:30–7:30 p.m.

Partnership Desk 8:30–10 a.m.
   11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
   6:30–7:30 p.m.

Prize Desk  8:30–10 a.m.
   Noon–1 p.m.
   2:30–3 p.m.
   6:30–7:30 p.m.

Information Desk 8:30–10 a.m.
   Noon–1 p.m.
   2–3 p.m.
   6:30–7:30 p.m.

I/N Registration and 8:30–10 a.m.
Partnership Desk 2–3 p.m.
   6:30–7:30 p.m.

   

Debbie Carpenter and Xiang Long are 
playing three sessions a day here – Gold 
Rush Pairs plus a side game. This is their 
second NABC; their first experience was in 
Washington D.C. Usually they play together 
in Ithaca, NY. But Xiang, who studies at 
Cornell University, is actually on loan – he 
flew in from Wisconsin where he is currently 
interning with Google. 


