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Responding to 2♣.    Key card Blackwood.    Long suit establishment 

 

 

 

   
Bidding commentary:  As North, you have the strength for a positive response in hearts, but the ugliness 
of your suit should deter you. A “waiting” response of 2♦ is better. The raise to 3♠ is positive, typically 
showing at least two working cards (two kings, for example) or one working card plus a side-suit 
singleton. 

A jump raise to 4♠ is weak, denying an ace, a king or a singleton. With an in-between raise, hedge by 
bidding 2NT and then bid spades. North-South were using Key Card Blackwood. In this version of 
responses, much like regular Blackwood responses, the king of the agreed suit counts as an ace, thus the 
5♦ response. Nowadays, most play Roman Keycard Blackwood. In this version, both the king and queen 
of the agreed suit can be shown. 

Play commentary: As South, you have a heart loser with a diamond finesse available as a last resort. 
What other chances are there? Do you see that “beautiful” 5-card heart suit staring you in the face? It’s 
your salvation. If hearts are divided a civilized 4-3 (nearly 63%), you have the dummy entries to establish 
dummy’s fifth heart for a diamond discard! No diamond finesse will be needed. First, long-suit 
establishment and if that doesn’t work, fall back on a finesse is the normal order of business. 

Play commentary #2: Win the ♣A, retaining the ♣K as a later dummy entry, and lead a heart (key play). 
Say East wins and returns a diamond to your ace. Cross to the ♠8, ruff a heart high, back to the ♠9, and 
ruff another heart high. Assuming the opponents have each followed to three rounds of hearts, one high 
heart remains at large. You are counting hearts, of course. Say you are even if you aren’t! Cross to the 
♠K and ruff a third heart setting up dummy’s last heart. Enter dummy with the ♣K and discard your 
losing diamond on that tiny fifth heart you have worked so hard to set up. The trick to long-suit 
establishment is to start the long suit early while dummy still has side-suit and trump entries. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar
Responding to 2♣. Key card Blackwood. Long-

suit establishment.
 Dlr: South  ♠ K 9 8
 Vul: Both  ♥ 6 5 4 3 2
  ♦ J 10 5
  ♣ K J
 ♠ 6  ♠ 5 4
 ♥ K 9 8   ♥ A Q J 10
 ♦ Q 7 3 2   ♦ 9 8 6
 ♣ 10 9 8 4 3  ♣ 7 6 5 2
  ♠ A Q J 10 7 3 2
  ♥ 7
  ♦ A K 4
  ♣ A Q
 West North East South
    2♣
 Pass 2♦  Pass 2♠
 Pass 3♠  Pass 4NT
 Pass 5♦  Pass 6♠
 All Pass

Opening lead:  ♣10 
Bidding commentary: As North, you have the 

New LM Alert!
If you make Life Master at this tournament, 

please share! We’d love to take your picture and 
publish your achievement in the Daily Bulletin. The 
Daily Bulletin office is located in Room 508 on the 
Lobby Level. Whatever your rank advancement, 
please stop by and tell us the good news.

Entries
A valid ACBL player number is required to play 

in all events at the NABC.
All North American championships with no 

upper masterpoint limit $25 per player per session
(For team events, this means $100 per team per 

session for four-person teams, $125 per team per 
session for five-person teams, and $150 per team per 
session for six-person teams. Only ACBL members 
current on their dues and service fees are eligible to 
play in NABC+ events. $1.50 per person per session 
benefits the International Fund.)

Other North American championships.....$17 per 
player per session

(For the team events, this means $68 per team 
per session for teams of four, $85 per team per 
session for teams of five, and $102 per team per 
session for teams of six. Only ACBL members 
current on their dues and service fees are eligible to 
play in these events.)

Regional championships...............$16 for ACBL 
members, $20 for inactive members per player per 
session

(For multi-session team events of three sessions 
or more, the entry fee is $64, $80 or $96 for teams of 
four, five or six, respectively. For team events of one 
or two sessions, the entry fee is $64.)

All other events.............$15 for ACBL members, 
$19 for inactive members per player per session

Appealing a ruling 
Players in NABC+ events who want to appeal 

a director’s ruling initiate the process by speaking 
with the director who delivered the original ruling. 
The table director will fill out paperwork regarding 
the appeal, and the appellants will explain what 
they believe to be wrong with the initial ruling. 
From there, the case may be handled by a variety 
of means. When the appeals reviewer receives the 
case, the circumstances of that particular case will 
determine whether the case can be resolved by the 
original staff (in the case of misapplication of Law 
or regulation, for instance), a panel of directors, or 
even a committee-type hearing which could include 
bridge experts.
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diamond discard! No diamond finesse will be 
needed. First, long-suit establishment and if that 
doesn’t work, fall back on a finesse is the normal 
order of business.    

Play commentary #2: Win the ♣A, retaining 
the ♣K as a later dummy entry, and lead a heart 
(key play). Say East wins and returns a diamond 
to your ace. Cross to the ♠8, ruff a heart high, 
back to the ♠9, and ruff another heart high. 
Assuming the opponents have each followed to 
three rounds of hearts, one high heart remains 
at large. You are counting hearts, of course. Say 
you are even if you aren’t! Cross to the ♠K and 
ruff a third heart setting up dummy’s last heart. 
Enter dummy with the ♣K and discard your 
losing diamond on that tiny fifth heart you have 
worked so hard to set up. The trick to long-suit 
establishment is to start the long suit early while 
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Advancing up the ranks
Sue Evett is a 

delighted new Life 
Master. Playing with her 
husband Matt, they earned 
the last 2.64 gold points 
she needed playing the 
Gold Rush Pairs.

Sue and Matt have 
been playing bridge 
together since 1986, with 
an 18-year hiatus to raise 
a family. When they were attending the Univ. of 
Maryland, they took classes from Edith McMullin. 
“Edith turned us all into directors. She didn’t pay 
us, but she gave us free bridge. Once we discovered 
duplicate, we were hooked.”

Player Memos 
Player memos allow participants to file incident 

reports alleging inappropriate behavior by other 
contestants. Two player memo stations have been 
set up outside the playing areas on the Marquis 
Level and the Atrium Level for your convenience. 
Players are encouraged to file Player Memos when 
appropriate.

Use of the bidding box — 
Alerts and Announcements

When using bidding boxes, the ACBL requires 
that players tap the Alert strip and say “Alert” at the 
same time.

When making an Announcement, use the 
Announcement word (such as “transfer”) and tap 
the Alert strip at the same time. A player who Alerts 
or Announces a bid must make sure his opponents 
are aware that an Alert or Announcement has been 
made.  

Playing in an 
NABC+ pairs game? 
Buy your entry early!

In an effort to speed up the start of all NABC+ 
pairs events – which requires additional time for 
proper seeding – the ACBL asks participants to 
please buy their entries at least 15 minutes before 
game time. This is especially true if you expect to be 
a seeded pair.


