
Thinking bridge 
By Eddie Kantar 

The first trick. Taking charge  

Bidding commentary: As South, treat a solid five-card major suit as a six-card 
suit and bid accordingly. 

Defensive commentary: As East, avoid the common defensive error of 
signaling interest or disinterest in the suit partner has led (♥K) before looking 
at the rest of the hand. Here you have the blank ♣A and would like a club ruff. 

You can get it but you must overtake the ♥K, cash the ♣A, exit a heart to 
partner’s queen, and ruff the club return. Down one. If you look only at hearts, 
you are apt to signal encouragement to show the ace. Once partner continues a 
heart, goodbye club ruff, goodbye defeating 4♠.  

The lesson to be learned here is that third hand should take a moment to get an 
overview of the deal, not just the suit partner has led, before playing to the first 
trick. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Thinking bridge

By Eddie Kantar

The first trick. Taking charge

 Dlr: South ♠ 10 5 4
 Vul: Both  ♥ 9 2
  ♦ A K Q
  ♣ K J 7 5 3
 ♠ 7 6  ♠ 9 8 2
 ♥ K Q 5 4  ♥ A 10 8 3
 ♦ 9 7 4  ♦ 10 8 6 3 2
 ♣ 10 9 6 2  ♣ A
  ♠ A K Q J 3
  ♥ J 7 6
  ♦ J 5
  ♣ Q 8 4
 West North East South
    1♠
 Pass 2♣  Pass 2♠
 Pass 4♠ All Pass

Opening lead:  ♥K  
Bidding commentary:  As South, treat a 

solid five-card major suit as a six-card suit and bid 
accordingly.

Defensive 
commentary: 
As East, avoid 
the common 
defensive error of 
signaling interest 
or disinterest in 
the suit partner 
has led (♥K) 
before looking 
at the rest of the 
hand. Here you 
have the blank 
♣A and would 
like a club ruff. 

You can get it but you must overtake the ♥K, cash 
the ♣A, exit a heart to partner’s queen, and ruff the 
club return. Down one. If you look only at hearts, 
you are apt to signal encouragement to show the 
ace. Once partner continues a heart, goodbye 
club ruff, goodbye defeating  4♠. The lesson to 
be learned here is that third hand should take a 
moment to get an overview of the deal, not just the 
suit partner has led, before playing to the first trick. 

Bridge Bucks
and check cashing

Bridge Bucks and 
check-cashing services will  
be available outside the 
Coral Ballroom in the  
Mid-Pacific Center. Hours 
of operation are 9:30 to 10 
a.m. and noon to 1 p.m.

Players may purchase 
Bridge Bucks using all major credit cards. There is a 
$500 limit daily on check cashing.

No cash concessions
There will be no cash concessions at this NABC. 

Food and beverage costs would have been quite 
high for the players. Many outlets, including the 
ABC stores, Wiki Wiki Market and Starbucks, offer 
a variety of beverages, sandwiches, salads, etc. at 
reasonable prices.

“We are all sharks,” Tara Fankhauser 
joked, describing the 49ers section. “I think 
everyone who starts bridge questions, ‘Why 
did I start this mental turmoil?’ I could be out 
on the beach right now.” Fankhauser, from 
Kauai, the Garden Island, answered her own 
question. “It’s good fun, I think. Healthy, good 
fun.”

Masterpoint disclaimer
Results reported in the Daily Bulletin are subject 

to change because of score changes or corrections. 
The masterpoint awards as shown are, therefore, also 
subject to change.

Stay in touch
Is your email address on file? Is it up to date? 

Let ACBL know. Call toll-free in the U.S., 800–264–
2743; outside the U.S. 1–662–3191 Monday–Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Central Time). You may also 
email service@acbl.org or update your info at acbl.
com by logging into MyACBL.

New Life Master
Shameine Ali 

of Vancouver BC 
became a Life Master 
on Sunday playing 
in the Daylight Open 
Pairs. She was so sure 
Sunday would be the 
day, she marched into 
the Bulletin office 
Saturday night to tell 
us she’d back the next 
day with the news. Ali 

arrived in Hawaii on Thursday needing 10.41 points 
of any color. After three days, she was down to 0.66. 
Then, in the first half of the Daylight Open Pairs, 
she earned 0.65, bringing her to 499.99. She finished 
third in C for 2.19. To celebrate her accomplishment, 
the native of Trinidad and Tobago will play in the 
Blue Ribbon Pairs on Tuesday.


