
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-2 

You open 1♥, partner responds 2♣ intending to rebid 3♣, invitational, but your jump to 3NT 
ends the bidding. If a 2♣ response is played as a game force, then 1NT is the proper response. 
You would raise 1NT to 2NT and partner would bid 3NT. All roads lead to Rome.  

The opening lead is the ♠4 and dummy’s jack wins, East playing the ♠3, count. Plan the play.  

You have eight top tricks and need but one more. In spite of those impressive clubs, if you 
rely entirely on a 3–2 break, you will be giving yourself a 68% chance to make the hand. Not 
bad, but you can do better. Much better.  

Duck a diamond at trick two, win the likely spade return and play the ♦A K. If diamonds 
break 3–3 (36%), dummy’s fourth diamond is your ninth trick. If they don’t, you still have 
3–2 clubs to fall back on (68%). You stay alive by playing diamonds before clubs, giving 
yourself an 80% chance of making the hand. Why consign the diamonds to oblivion? It 
doesn’t cost anything to test them.  

Take full credit if you played the ♦A K and a low diamond instead of ducking a diamond. 
Notice that you can’t test clubs first and if they don’t break 3–2, fall back on diamonds being 
3–3. The club suit is the entry to the fourth diamond; diamonds have to be attacked before 
clubs. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar
                     
  Dummy
  ♠ Q J
  ♥ 7
  ♦ 7 5 4 2
  ♣ A K 7 5 4 2

  Declarer (You) 
  ♠ A 7 6
  ♥ A 10 8 5 2
  ♦ A K 3
  ♣ Q 6
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The full deal:
  ♠ Q J
  ♥ 7
  ♦ 7 5 4 2
  ♣ A K 7 5 4 2
 ♠ K 10 8 4 2  ♠ 9 5 3
 ♥ Q 9 4 3  ♥ K J 6
 ♦ J 9 8  ♦ Q 10 6
 ♣ 9  ♣ J 10 8 3
  ♠ A 7 6
  ♥ A 10 8 5 2
  ♦ A K 3
  ♣ Q 6

Linda Wilson and Earl Conner met at the 
I/N Partnership Desk on Thursday and had 
such a good time, they decided to play 
together again on Friday. 

Linda comes from Jacksonville FL. Her 
significant other, Robert McClendon, 
overshot his goal of picking up 2000 
masterpoints last year, and ended up No. 8 
on the Barry Crane Top 500 list.  The reason 
Linda’s here in Memphis? “Him.” A party 
bridge player for 40 years, Linda made the 
foray into duplicate only two years ago. 
Does she have a preference between the 
two forms of the game? “I like having a 
drink and talking,” she says. 

Earl, from Woodbury MN, came to 
Memphis to take the three-day director’s 
course which started on Tuesday. “I passed 
my exam!” he says happily. He’ll make 
use of his new credentials directing at the 
Woodbury Bridge Club. Earl is excited to be 
at his first big national tournament.

ACBL Shuttle Bus Service
Shuttle runs every 15 minutes
Friday, March 22– Saturday, March 30
Pickup at Memphis Cook Convention Center 
(Main St. on Sheraton side of the street) 
4–8:45 p.m.
Drop off and pickup at the intersection of 

Union Ave. & Main St.
Drop off and pickup at Beale St. & 2nd St. 

(by Hard Rock Café)
9–11pm
Shuttle drop off at the following hotels:
Comfort Inn Downtown
Courtyard Court Square
Moxy Court Square
Springhill Court Square
Hu Hotel
Residence Inn Downtown
Doubletree Downtown

Check cashing and 
Bridge Bucks

The check cashing 
and Bridge Bucks desk is 
located on the second floor 
of the Convention Center 
across from Ballroom C.

The desk will be open 
Friday, March 22, from  
11 am to 1 p.m.

Beginning Saturday, the desk hours will be 
9:30 to 10 a.m, and noon to 1 p.m.

Masterpoint disclaimer
Results reported in the Daily Bulletin are 

subject to change because of score changes or 
corrections. The masterpoint awards as shown are, 
therefore, also subject to change.

Vugraph operators 
needed

Experienced vugraph operators are needed 
Wednesday through Friday for the Vanderbilt 
Knockout broadcast on BBO. The first session 
each day starts at noon, the second session starts 
at 7 p.m. ACBL pays operators $50 per session. 

If you are available, please email Jan Martel 
at marteljan at gmail.com, or text her at 530-574-
5780, and she will answer any questions you may 
have. Thousands of BBO spectators around the 
world will appreciate your help!

Smoking Policy
Smoking is not permitted in the playing area 

during any bridge playing event at an NABC. 
This includes electronic smoking devices.
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