
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar @NABCSpring2019 Memphis - 3 

You decide to treat your hand as worth 15 points (look at those clubs) and open 1NT. Partner raises you to 3NT and 
you wind up playing the hand from the wrong side. Hopefully partner won’t count your points. 

West leads the ♥J. You try the queen, but no luck. East wins and returns the 8 to dummy’s ace. You lead a club to 
the queen and it wins. Plan the play from here. 

You need five clubs tricks to make the contract and it looks like East has the needed king. One possibility is to cash 
three spades discarding a diamond and repeat the club finesse. If East has K–x or K–x–x, you score five club tricks, 
or 10 tricks in all. 

But what if East has four clubs headed by the king? In that case you will need two additional dummy entries to take 
two more club finesses. The safe way to take five club tricks is to overtake the ♠K, take a second club finesse, and 
assuming left-hand opponent shows out, cross to the ♠Q and take a third club finesse. You wind up with nine tricks 
(and a grateful partner): five clubs, two spades and two red aces. This hand is one of many that illustrate the differ-
ence between IMP and match-point play of the hand strategy. At IMPs, you don’t worry that much about overtricks 
because your primary concern is making your contract with minimum risk. 

At matchpoints, you often risk the contract for the sake of an overtrick (or two) providing the odds favor the risk. 
In this case, the odds favor the risk. It is far more likely that East has two or three clubs headed by the king than 
four clubs headed by the king. At matchpoints, cash three spades and repeat the club finesse one last time .  
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Mini-McKenney 
in her unit’s 
5–20 masterpoint 
category. 

When Chuck 
heard that his 
mentee had 
returned to the 
game, he urged 
her to attend 
the Memphis 
NABC. Though 
Chuck died last year, Anita followed through 
on her plans to make Memphis her first NABC. 
“Three reasons,” she says: “I lived and learned 
bridge here; Chuck Cox; and to visit the Bridge 
Museum at ACBL Headquarters.”

On Thursday afternoon, Anita met 
Kathleen McDougall from Richmond TX at the 
Partnership Desk. They finished first in all three 
flights of the International Fund 299er Pairs.

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar 
Dummy

  ♠ A Q 4
  ♥ A Q
  ♦ J 9 8 3 2
  ♣ 7 3 2

                            Declarere (You)
  ♠ K 8
  ♥ 5 4 2
  ♦ A 6 4
  ♣ A Q J 10 4
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contract and it looks like East has the needed 
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discarding a diamond and repeat the club 
finesse. If East has K–x or K–x–x, you score 
five club tricks, or 10 tricks in all. 

But what if  East has four clubs headed 
by the king? In that case you will need two 
additional dummy entries to take two more club 
finesses. The safe way to take five club tricks is 
to overtake the ♠K, take a second club finesse, 
and assuming left-hand opponent shows out, 
cross to the ♠Q and take a third club finesse. 
You wind up with nine tricks (and a grateful 
partner): five clubs, two spades and two red 

Anita Froehlich has returned to Memphis, 
where she was introduced to bridge 30 years ago. 
“I worked for the Dept. of Defense,” she says, 
“and during lunch, we played party bridge. I 
loved it!”

One of her co-workers, Charles Cox, saw 
potential in her, and invited her to play with him 
at the M.A. Lightman duplicate club. 

“Chuck was my mentor,” Anita says. “He 
took me under his wing and took care of me.”

Her job transported her to Los Angeles in 
1995. “That was the last of bridge till 2017,” 
when Anita retired, moved to Tucson AZ and 
decided to return to the game. She walked into the 
Adobe Bridge Club, took a few lessons and got 
paired up with partners.

“I was scared. I was horrible! I thought I 
would never catch on.” 

In 2018, Anita won both the Ace of Clubs and 

ACBL Shuttle Bus Service
Shuttle runs every 15 minutes
Friday, March 22– Saturday, March 30
Pickup at Memphis Cook Convention Center 
(Main St. on Sheraton side of the street) 
4–8:45 p.m.
Drop off and pickup at the intersection of 

Union Ave. & Main St.
Drop off and pickup at Beale St. & 2nd St. 

(by Hard Rock Café)

9–11pm
Shuttle drop off at the following hotels:
Comfort Inn Downtown
Courtyard Court Square
Moxy Court Square
Springhill Court Square
Hu Hotel
Residence Inn Downtown
Doubletree Downtown

aces.   
This hand is one of 

many that illustrate the 
difference between IMP 
and matchpoint play of 
the hand strategy. At 
IMPs, you don’t worry 
that much about overtricks 
because your primary 
concern is making your 
contract with minimum risk.    

At matchpoints, you often risk the contract 
for the sake of an overtrick (or two) providing the 
odds favor the risk. In this case, the odds favor the 
risk. It is far more likely that East has two or three 
clubs headed by the king than four clubs headed 

by the king. At matchpoints, cash three spades 
and repeat the club finesse one last time.    

The full deal:
  ♠ A Q 4
  ♥ A Q
  ♦ J 9 8 3 2
  ♣ 7 3 2
 ♠ J 6 5 3 2  ♠ 10 9 7
 ♥ J 10 9 7 3  ♥ K 8 6
 ♦ Q 5  ♦ K 10 7
 ♣ 6  ♣ K 9 8 5
  ♠ K 8
  ♥ 5 4 2
  ♦ A 6 4
  ♣ A Q J 10 4

Homecoming

Trolley fare is $1 (cash)
The fare for the Main St. trolleys is $1, 

cash only. Contrary to earlier reports, the trolley 
rides are NOT free to NABC attendees. ACBL 
members are asked to kindly refrain from arguing 
with trolley operators on this matter.
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