
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar  @ NABC Spring 2019 Memphis-1 

Take All Your Chances  

After you open 4♥, partner checks to make sure you have an ace and sets you down in 6♥. Opening 
lead: ♣K: Plan the play. 

You have two possible losers – a spade and a diamond – and you have two chances to get rid of at 
least one or them. 

You can take the diamond finesse. If it wins, you make an overtrick, if it loses you are down one, as 
the ♠A is the setting trick. Alternatively, you can lead up to the ♠K first. If West has the ace, you 
won’t need the diamond finesse, as a diamond goes off on the ♠K assuming West goes up with the 
ace. If West plays low, the king wins and you can take the diamond finesse for an overtrick. If East 
tops the ♠K with the ace, you still have the diamond finesse available. 

ip: When two lines of play are available, take the one that gives you a chance (keeps you alive) to 
use the other if the first fails. Expect this theme (“staying alive”) to appear time and again in this set 
of hands, just as at the table. Lead up to the ♠K to stay alive.  
Percentage-wise if you lead up to the ♠K first (and that doesn’t work) and then take the diamond 
finesse, you have a 75% chance of making the hand (one of two finesses). If you put all of your 
eggs in the diamond-finesse basket, you only have a 50% chance of making your contract. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Welcome, Intermediate/

Newcomer Players, 
to Memphis!

Starting today, Intermediate/Newcomer 

(I/N) games begin at 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7:30 

p.m. All I/N events will be held in the East Hall 

on the second floor of the Convention Center. 
The I/N Partnership Desk guarantees you 

a partner if you sign up one hour prior to game 

time.

Don’t forget to pick up your welcome gift 

from both the Welcome and I/N desks.

Celebrity bridge speakers will give free 

mini-lessons at 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. (on 

most days). Today, Harriette Buckman presents 

“Right and Responsibilities” at 9:15. At 6:45, 

Karen Walker presents “Testing Your Game.”

ACBL members with 0–5 masterpoints can 

play free in today’s Newcomer games.

Don’t miss these free two-hour lessons (10 

a.m. to noon) by renowned ACBL teachers in 

the Heritage Ballroom on the second floor of 
the Sheraton:

• Saturday, March 23 Patty Tucker

• Sunday, March 24 Audrey Grant

A special game for 0–20 players will be 

held immediately following these lectures (14 

deals, free!).

Learn Bridge in a Day? Yes! Let Patty 

Tucker show you how on Saturday, March 23, 

from 1-6 p.m. in the Heritage Ballroom on the 

second floor of the Sheraton. Fee: $20.

Entry fee special: Players with 0–100 

MPs who buy a regular-price entry March 

22–24 will receive a half-priced entry for 

games March 29–31.   

Take All Your Chances
By Eddie Kantar

  Dummy
  ♠ K 8 4 2
  ♥ K 7 5
  ♦ A Q J 10 2
  ♣ A

  Declarer (You)
  ♠ 3
  ♥ A Q J 10 9 6 4 3
  ♦ 9 8
  ♣ 10 4

After you open 4♥, partner checks to make 
sure you have an ace and sets you down in 6♥. 
Opening lead: ♣K: Plan the play.

You have two possible losers – a spade and 

a diamond – and you have two chances to get 

rid of at least one or them. 

You can take the diamond finesse. If it wins, 
you make an overtrick, if it loses you are down 

one, as the ♠A is the setting trick. Alternatively, 
you can lead up to the ♠K first. If West has the 
ace, you won’t need the diamond finesse, as a 
diamond goes off on the ♠K assuming West goes 
up with the ace. If West plays low, the king wins 

and you can take the diamond finesse for an 
overtrick. If East tops the ♠K with the ace, you 
still have the diamond finesse available.  

 

Tip: When two lines of 

play are available, take 

the one that gives you a 

chance (keeps you alive) 

to use the other if the 

first fails. Expect this 
theme (“staying alive”) 

to appear time and again 

in this set of hands, just 

as at the table. Lead up 

to the ♠K to stay alive.  
Percentage-wise if you lead up to the ♠K 

first (and that doesn’t work) and then take the 
diamond finesse, you have a 75% chance of 
making the hand (one of two finesses). If you 
put all of your eggs in the diamond-finesse 
basket, you only have a 50% chance of making 

your contract.   

The full deal:

  ♠ K 8 4 2
  ♥ K 7 5
  ♦ A Q J 10 2
  ♣ A
 ♠ A 9 6 5  ♠ Q J 10 7
 ♥ 2  ♥ 8
 ♦ 7 6 4 3  ♦ K 5
 ♣ K Q J 9  ♣ 8 7 6 5 3 2
  ♠ 3
  ♥ A Q J 10 9 6 4 3
  ♦ 9 8
  ♣ 10 4

Beth Frank and Sandy Cheshire of Canton 
OH were looking over their NCAA basketball 
brackets before the start of the Educational 
Foundation 299er Pairs on Thursday evening. 
For Frank, who has been playing a year 
and a half, it’s her first NABC. “I’m really 
excited. It’s like going to the Super Bowl,” 
she said. “I’m going to have one eye on my 
hand and another eye on my bracket. What 
could be better, to come to a national bridge 
tournament during the first weekend of March 
Madness.” Cheshire learned to play 30 years 
ago “but with a lot of gaps.” She has advice 
for filling out a bracket: “If they have ‘state’ in 
the name and it’s not preceded by one of the 
50 states, they get an extra round.” 

Book signing
Author and expert player Eldad Ginossar will be signing copies of his new book “Power Up Your Bridge Game” on Sunday, March 24, beginning at noon.

The signing will take place at the bookseller’s stand at the Convention Center on the second floor. 

Friday, March 22, 2019 Page 3Daily Bulletin

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Welcome, Intermediate/

Newcomer Players, 
to Memphis!

Starting today, Intermediate/Newcomer 

(I/N) games begin at 10 a.m., 3 p.m. & 7:30 

p.m. All I/N events will be held in the East Hall 

on the second floor of the Convention Center. 
The I/N Partnership Desk guarantees you 

a partner if you sign up one hour prior to game 

time.

Don’t forget to pick up your welcome gift 

from both the Welcome and I/N desks.

Celebrity bridge speakers will give free 

mini-lessons at 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. (on 

most days). Today, Harriette Buckman presents 

“Right and Responsibilities” at 9:15. At 6:45, 

Karen Walker presents “Testing Your Game.”

ACBL members with 0–5 masterpoints can 

play free in today’s Newcomer games.

Don’t miss these free two-hour lessons (10 

a.m. to noon) by renowned ACBL teachers in 

the Heritage Ballroom on the second floor of 
the Sheraton:

• Saturday, March 23 Patty Tucker

• Sunday, March 24 Audrey Grant

A special game for 0–20 players will be 

held immediately following these lectures (14 

deals, free!).

Learn Bridge in a Day? Yes! Let Patty 

Tucker show you how on Saturday, March 23, 

from 1-6 p.m. in the Heritage Ballroom on the 

second floor of the Sheraton. Fee: $20.

Entry fee special: Players with 0–100 

MPs who buy a regular-price entry March 

22–24 will receive a half-priced entry for 

games March 29–31.   

Take All Your Chances
By Eddie Kantar

  Dummy
  ♠ K 8 4 2
  ♥ K 7 5
  ♦ A Q J 10 2
  ♣ A

  Declarer (You)
  ♠ 3
  ♥ A Q J 10 9 6 4 3
  ♦ 9 8
  ♣ 10 4

After you open 4♥, partner checks to make 
sure you have an ace and sets you down in 6♥. 
Opening lead: ♣K: Plan the play.

You have two possible losers – a spade and 

a diamond – and you have two chances to get 

rid of at least one or them. 

You can take the diamond finesse. If it wins, 
you make an overtrick, if it loses you are down 

one, as the ♠A is the setting trick. Alternatively, 
you can lead up to the ♠K first. If West has the 
ace, you won’t need the diamond finesse, as a 
diamond goes off on the ♠K assuming West goes 
up with the ace. If West plays low, the king wins 

and you can take the diamond finesse for an 
overtrick. If East tops the ♠K with the ace, you 
still have the diamond finesse available.  

 

Tip: When two lines of 

play are available, take 

the one that gives you a 

chance (keeps you alive) 

to use the other if the 

first fails. Expect this 
theme (“staying alive”) 

to appear time and again 

in this set of hands, just 

as at the table. Lead up 

to the ♠K to stay alive.  
Percentage-wise if you lead up to the ♠K 

first (and that doesn’t work) and then take the 
diamond finesse, you have a 75% chance of 
making the hand (one of two finesses). If you 
put all of your eggs in the diamond-finesse 
basket, you only have a 50% chance of making 

your contract.   

The full deal:

  ♠ K 8 4 2
  ♥ K 7 5
  ♦ A Q J 10 2
  ♣ A
 ♠ A 9 6 5  ♠ Q J 10 7
 ♥ 2  ♥ 8
 ♦ 7 6 4 3  ♦ K 5
 ♣ K Q J 9  ♣ 8 7 6 5 3 2
  ♠ 3
  ♥ A Q J 10 9 6 4 3
  ♦ 9 8
  ♣ 10 4

Beth Frank and Sandy Cheshire of Canton 
OH were looking over their NCAA basketball 
brackets before the start of the Educational 
Foundation 299er Pairs on Thursday evening. 
For Frank, who has been playing a year 
and a half, it’s her first NABC. “I’m really 
excited. It’s like going to the Super Bowl,” 
she said. “I’m going to have one eye on my 
hand and another eye on my bracket. What 
could be better, to come to a national bridge 
tournament during the first weekend of March 
Madness.” Cheshire learned to play 30 years 
ago “but with a lot of gaps.” She has advice 
for filling out a bracket: “If they have ‘state’ in 
the name and it’s not preceded by one of the 
50 states, they get an extra round.” 

Book signing
Author and expert player Eldad Ginossar will be signing copies of his new book “Power Up Your Bridge Game” on Sunday, March 24, beginning at noon.

The signing will take place at the bookseller’s stand at the Convention Center on the second floor. 


