
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar @NABCSpring2019 Memphis - 4 

2NT–3NT gets you the opening lead of the ♥4, East playing the ♥2, standard count. And 
now? Plan the play. 

It looks very much as if hearts are 5–3, which means you must score nine tricks before they 
can get in twice. The good news is that you start with eight sure tricks. This should be your 
plan: Play the ♦A K. If both follow, give up a diamond, ensuring 10 tricks. If diamonds are 
4–1, duck a spade. You still make 3NT if spades are 3–3. 

If you duck a diamond early and diamonds are 4–1, down you go. They play a second heart 
and you don’t have time to set up a ninth trick in spades even if the suit is divided 3–3. It is 
crucial to see how diamonds break before conceding a diamond. There are two suits in-
volved here, not just one. 
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JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar
  Dummy
  ♠ A 7 5
  ♥ J 10 9
  ♦ K 8 6 4 2
  ♣ 9 4

  Declarer (You)
  ♠ K 8 4 2
  ♥ A Q
  ♦ A 5 3
  ♣ A K 8 6
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4–1, duck a spade. You still make 3NT if spades 
are 3–3. 

If you duck a diamond 
early and diamonds are 
4–1, down you go. They 
play a second heart and 
you don’t have time to 
set up a ninth trick in 
spades even if the suit is 
divided 3–3. It is crucial 
to see how diamonds 
break before conceding a 
diamond. There are two suits involved here, not 
just one. 

The full deal:
  ♠ A 7 5
  ♥ J 10 9
  ♦ K 8 6 4 2
  ♣ 9 4
 ♠ J 9 3  ♠ Q 10 6
 ♥ K 7 4 3  ♥ 6 5 2
 ♦ Q 10 9 7  ♦ J
 ♣ J  ♣ Q 10 7 5 3 2
  ♠ K 8 4 2
  ♥ A Q
  ♦ A 5 3
  ♣ A K 8 6

Winners of last year’s 0–10,000 Knockout 
Teams: Juan Castillo, Saul Gross, Anthony 
Barre, Michael Ranis, Don Dalpe and Al 
Shrive.

0–10,000 Knockout 
Teams

Play starts today in the 0–10,000 Knockout 
Teams. The event has a new format this year. It 
is three days, with two matches per day until the 
final (or semifinal, depending on the number of 
teams entered).

Open only to players with less than 10,000 
masterpoints, the event pays 10 percent platinum 
to those placing in the overalls. While it has a 
national rating, a win in the event does not serve 
as a Grand Life Master qualification. 
2014 Robert Todd, Garth Yettick, Peggy Ware, 

Spencer Jones
2015 Donald Rumelhart, Jonathan 

Flesichmann, Ned Irving, Morrie 
Kleinplatz, Stephen Mackay, Ray Jotcham

2016 James Melville, Vladislav Isporski, 
Stephen Stewart, Mark Jones

2017 Viktor Anikovich, Davide Pelka, Alan 
Daniels, Igor Milman, Robert Kent, Ellen 
Kent

2018 Albert Shrive, Michael Ranis, Donald 
Dalpe, Anthony Barre, Saul Gross, Juan 
Castillo

ACBL Shuttle Bus Service
Shuttle runs every 15 minutes
Friday, March 22– Saturday, March 30
Pickup at Memphis Cook Convention Center 
(Main St. on Sheraton side of the street) 
4–8:45 p.m.
Drop off and pickup at the intersection of 

Union Ave. & Main St.
Drop off and pickup at Beale St. & 2nd St. 

(by Hard Rock Café)
9–11pm
Shuttle drop off at the following hotels:
Comfort Inn Downtown
Courtyard Court Square
Moxy Court Square
Springhill Court Square
Hu Hotel
Residence Inn Downtown
Doubletree DowntownTrolley fare is $1 (cash)

The fare for the Main St. trolleys is $1, 
cash only. Contrary to earlier reports, the trolley 
rides are NOT free to NABC attendees. ACBL 
members are asked to kindly refrain from arguing 
with trolley operators on this matter.

Meet Adam and Shauna Deeb
Adam and 

Shauna are 
vacationing in 
Memphis from 
Clearwater FL. 
Shauna started 
playing bridge 
about eight 
months ago. “I 
love it!” she says. 
“It’s like a puzzle.” In two games at the NABC, 
Shauna has already doubled her masterpoint 
total. Adam started playing 20 years ago – 
stopped, then started up again a year ago. 

She’s a stay-at-home mom while he’s 
an accountant in his family’s home-building 
business. They play at the Clearwater Bridge 
Club – mostly on weekends, and occasionally 
in the Monday night game when they can get 
a babysitter. They know that bridge luminaries 
Eric Rodwell and Jeff Meckstroth play 
occasionally at the club, and they’d like to meet 
them. “But we play beginner games, so we’re 
unlikely to run into them at the table.”
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