
Thinking bridge 

By Eddie Kantar @NABCSpring2019 Memphis - 5  

 

 
A touchy grand slam: 7♦ is your contract, and the opening lead is the ♣K. Plan your Grand Slam 
play. 

You have a possible heart loser, a loser that can be avoided if East has the ♥Q. On the other hand, if West has the 
♠J, you can lead a spade to the 10. If the 10 holds you can discard two hearts from dummy on the ♠K Q. No more 
heart loser. In other words, you are looking at two finesses, and if either works, you can make your grand slam–
but if you take the wrong one, down you go. If only you knew which one to take. 

Tip: When either of two finesses will give you your contract, one suit missing a queen, the other a jack, play the 
A-K of the suit missing the queen (hearts, in this case). If the queen doesn’t appear, take a finesse in the suit 
missing the jack (spades). Because one finesse is as good as the other, you pick up close to an extra 20% by cash-
ing the ♥A K before taking the spade finesse, as the ♥Q might fall under the A-K. Testing hearts without giving 
up the lead has kept you alive to take the spade finesse, not to mention that extra 20%. 

Notice that if you had the ♠K Q 9 4 instead of the ♠K Q 6 4, the ♠J would drop under the A-K-Q almost 37% of 
the time allowing you to discard two hearts on winning spades and avoid the heart finesse. Alternatively, if you 
play the ♥A K first, you will drop the queen close to 20% of the time and avoid a future finesse that way. So if 
you are lucky enough to have two possible lines that might help you avoid a future finesse, take the one that of-
fers the best percentage chance. Translation: Spades before hearts with the ♠9, hearts before spades without it.  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Buy your NABC entry online
Don’t wait in line! Buy your entries 

in advance for all national-level events at 
BridgeWinners.com. 

Entries must be purchased by 10 a.m. the day 
of the event EXCEPT for events that require pre-
registration, in which case the ACBL deadline, 
or the earlier of the 
two, applies.

A nice feature: 
You can buy entries 
in advance and be 
charged for the total 
number of sessions 
played after the 
event is over. 

JUST  FOR  NEW  PLAYERS
Take All Your Chances

By Eddie Kantar
 Dlr: South ♠ A 10
 Vul: N-S ♥ 9 4 3 2
  ♦ K Q 6 5
  ♣ J 7 3

  ♠ K Q 6 4
  ♥ A K J
  ♦ A J 10 9 8 7
  ♣ — 

 North South
  1♦
 1♥ 2♠
 4♦ 4♥
 4♠ 7♦
 Pass
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the heart finesse. Alternatively, if you play the ♥A 

K first, you will drop the queen close to 20% of 
the time and avoid a future finesse that way. So if 
you are lucky enough to have two possible lines 
that might help you avoid a future finesse, take 
the one that offers the best percentage chance. 
Translation: Spades before hearts with the ♠9, 
hearts before spades without it.

The full deal:
  ♠ A 10
  ♥ 9 4 3 2
  ♦ K Q 6 5
  ♣ J 7 3
 ♠ J 8 3 2  ♠ 9 7 5
 ♥ Q 8 7  ♥ 10 6 5
 ♦ 2  ♦ 4 3
 ♣ K Q 10 4 2  ♣ A 9 8 6 5
  ♠ K Q 6 4
  ♥ A K J
  ♦ A J 10 9 8 7
  ♣ — 

Mary Anne Wildman and Gary Evans 
arrived from Little Rock AR just before the 
afternoon 299er game on Monday. They 
found parking confusing but made their 
way to the I/N room in time for the game. 
Evans has been playing for about a year 
and has about 10 masterpoints, while 
Wildman, who learned in college and took 
a 40-year gap, has about 50. They were 
curious about the Gold Rush and planning 
to try that today.

Appealing a ruling 
Players in NABC+ events who want to appeal 

a director’s ruling initiate the process by speaking 
with the director who delivered the original 
ruling. The table director will fill out paperwork 
regarding the appeal, and the appellants will 
explain what they believe to be wrong with the 
initial ruling. From there, the case may be handled 
by a variety of means. When the appeals reviewer 
receives the case, the circumstances of that 
particular case will determine whether the case 
can be resolved by the original staff (in the case of 
misapplication of Law or regulation, for instance), 
a panel of directors, or even a committee-type 
hearing which could include bridge experts.

Notice of binding 
arbitration

By becoming an ACBL member or 
renewing your membership in the ACBL, you 
expressly agree to waive your right to have 
disputes between you and the ACBL resolved 
in a court of law and agree to accept the use 
of binding arbitration before the American 
Arbitration Association. The binding arbitration 
provisions are available for review at acbl.org/
bindingarbitration. 

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣  
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